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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Davening for Parnassa & Good Things on Rosh Hashana
Meriting Good Parnassa. Rosh Hashana is the day when the
world and all people are judged for pamassa - among many
other things - and it is obviously an important day to do all that
we can to merit good parnassa. The first and most obvious thing
to do is to locate - in the fefillos of Rosh Hashana - where this
topic is mentioned. However, it is important to remember the
words of the Sefer Chasidim that have been mentioned in this
column many times previously, that one should not ignore other
parts of davening and not put effort into them. He writes that in
Heaven, it is looked down upon when one only puts effort into
the parts of davening that help his wallet. What one should do is
to use this as a “spring-board” to recognize the seriousness of the
day and concentrate on all the topics in the zefillos.

Special Places of Tefilla Where Parnassa is Mentioned:

1) In the added portion of the last beracha of Shemona
Esrai (M0 Noma 0N 151 0N 1901).

2) In the prayer of "m5n waN" when we beseech Hashem with
the request: "NY2551NDI9 19D MINS”.

3) The ninth beracha of Shemona Esrai (during Aseres Yimai
Teshuvah) which is said all year, but has special significance
in these critical days, as do all the requests of Shemona Esrai.

Additional Customs That Can Bring Good Parnassa.
1) Sefer Taamei HaMinhagim () brings a widespread custom
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Vital I (3) that saying Tehillim chapter 24 (mW»n Tv19) on
both nights of Rosh Hashana and on Yom Kippur night, with
full concentration and with a sweet niggun (tune), is a big
merit for a year of good parnassa. He mentions to say it after
Shemona Esrai before the following Kaddish. Many Nusach
Sefard shuls say it posuk by posuk, first the Chazan and then
the 1zibbur, with the Aron Kodesh open. Even if one davens
in a shul where it is not said, he can say it to himself quietly.
3) It is obvious that on Rosh Hashana, when a person’s deeds
are magnified, the things we have mentioned in previous
issues about washing for bread with extra amounts of water,
bentching correctly, not stepping on bread crumbs, etc., have
a greater effect than during the rest of the year.
During Birchas Kohanim. We know from the words of Chazal
@ that during Birchas Kohanim, it is an opportune time to ask for
our dreams to turn out well and good, as we all do. The Zohar )
states that during Birchas Kohanim there is ‘“Heavenly mercy in
all the worlds” (this refers to our material world as well as all the
spiritual worlds) and a person who asks for relief from distress
can change things around from harsh judgment to great mercy.
Therefore, it is considered a good time for all requests, not just
about dreams (see Piskei Teshuvos ). For this reason, many
people say the long "y 7" during the third beracha of Birchas
Kohanim, while the Kohanim chant their special and unique tune

to buy a new knife on Erev Rosh Hashana as a segula for
good parnassa (some mention to also sharpen that knife).
Earlier, (2 he explains the possible connection between a knife
and parnassa (0935 oM "N’ N"apnw ow YY), From what is
written there, there may be an indication that a smooth knife

between the words. Much of that request has to do with asking
for good parnassa in great detail. If one cannot manage to say
the whole text in the time when the kohanim are chanting, he can
make his own personal requests - even in his own words.
NOTE: When one says the text of "1 " and comes to the
is better than a serrated-edged knife. bracketed Kabbalistic combinations of the Holy Names of
2) The Mateh Ephraim brings from the Mekubel Rav Chaim  Hashem, he should just visualize those words and not say them.
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Maggid of Kozhnitz, R’ Yisroel Hofstein zt”l (Avodas Yisroel) would say:

“How should we direct our tefillos on Rosh Hashana? The first day of Yom Tov, we should daven for Ruchniyus
(spiritual needs), and the second day, we should daven for Gashmiyus (physical needs). We see this alluded to in the
first posuk of the Torah. '©pPOHN X112 PWNIT' - The two days of Rosh Hashana - m™wNy "2 - are days of prayer created
by the Almighty, '©nwn NN - the first day is for Heavenly requests and needs of a spiritual nature, '\0 NNy - while
the second day is meant to beseech Him for our physical necessities.”

R’ Chaim Dov Keller zt”’I (R”’Y of Telshe Chicago) would say:

“OMNY MMY 93 VAVYNL PHY OPN DY NN OV’ - On the day of Rosh Hashana, the world attained fulfillment with the
creation of Man. Therefore, on this same day each year, Man must stand before the Divine bar of judgment to give an
accounting of himself. It must be determined if he is that Man for whom all of Creation was designed and who was its
ultimate goal; or if he has fallen short of Divine expectations. And this judgment before which Man must stand is

two-fold. He stands judged as a son of the Almighty and as His subject - 'D>72y5 ONX 025 ON.” DedicatedIn emoqlof
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PENETRATING ANALYSIS
OF THE SIFREI TANACH

NINVLE

-5 1 | '_7/» nANN NN o AND THE WEEKLY HAFTORAH

TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN SHLITA
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In the Haftorah of Parshas Nitzavim (the seventh and
final Haftorah of Consolation), Yeshaya HaNavi exhorts
Klal Yisroel to try and feel joy comparable to the untainted
joy of a groom who rejoices upon seeing his new bride on his
wedding day, clad in her finest clothing. Chazal explain that
this joy comes from the realization that Hashem put them
through the Churban and the seven weeks of consolation in
order to cleanse them and clothe them in merits, as well as all
the good the world has to offer. Yet, how do we see all that?

The Imrei Emes, R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter of Ger
zt”’l explains that one who does Teshuva and fully repents
from his sins, merits to wear “new clothing” - a metaphor

that 111ustrates a sort of rebirth of the person who repents.
Often times, people try to work hard throughout the month of
Elul to repent from their sins, but they feel as though they are
just taking two steps back, while only one step forward.

Says the Imrei Emes, this may very well be true, but that
doesn’t change the fact that when one does Teshuva - full
deep-hearted Teshuva - he will begin to feel refreshed and
reborn, since Hashem will “change his clothes” and remove
the harsh impediments that have been holding him back. This
not only makes it easier for him to repent his sins, but it also
gives him an easier chance to retain his repentance, as well as
the new direction in life he has taken.
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The Haftorah for the first day of Rosh Hashanah
describes the birth of Shmuel HaNavi which echoes the birth
story of Yitzchok Avinu, whose parents had also been
childless for many years before. The Haftorah for the second
day illustrates Hashem’s great love for Klal Yisroel and
Yirmiyahu HaNavi affirms this deep love while teaching Klal
Yisroel to try to induce Hashem to remember us in a positive
light on Rosh Hashanah, the Day of Judgment.

R’ Hersh Domaluk shlita gives a deeper insight into the
connection between the two Haftoros. He explains that
Chazal extoll the virtues of Chana, mother of Shmuel
HaNavi, and credits her prayers with being the catalyst that
caused her to merit giving birth to such a venerable child

such as Shmuel HaNavi. Of course, prayer is important, but
how one davens and with what intentions one davens,
determines the outcome of the prayer.

Chana’s prayers were laced with tears of hope and love for
Hashem which is akin to the tears of hope Klal Yisroel sheds
during the seven weeks of consolation, and the tears we are
meant to shed on Rosh Hashanah to merit Hashem’s
favorable judgment — as Yirmiyahu HaNavi illustrates.

While we all know that repentance is important, the lesson
to be learned is that the way we go about repenting is also
important. May we all merit to receive a divine “change of
clothes” signifying that our Teshuvah was accepted by the
Almighty A Ksiva V’chasima Tova to all of Klal Yisroel.
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The Gemara concludes that we recite the beracha of »wninw on NNy "»w, because it is a mxy »aa Y. The Gemara then gives an
abbreviation, known as "1"wp 79", that stands for the 6 halachos which pertain to mxy »»nw because it is an independent v"v. Rashi
explains the "2" of 2"wp that stands for N>, refers to the fact that naxy >»nw has it's own beracha of »»nwn o» nx & not mon an.
The gy ynw [n"on] paskens that we say "mn nINyN AN >PHY O in NIwy Nnw. The 8'n4 disagrees and says not to say "»n”
on mxy >»nv, but he holds the the noy should be "y Ny W oY
The n9v9a mwn [7] writes that many oomnx disagree with the N7 & bring proofs that naxy s»nw is called a an. Therefore, the
2"wn rules one should say the now that the 2ann brings, which is "mn naxyn a0 >ppw ov". However, says the 2"wn (3], if one
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accidentally said, "nvn m>on an oy nx " instead of nxy »»nw, there are different opinions in the Acharonim if one must repeat the

entire nwy nwow. If one catches his mistake before he finishes the beracha, all agree he must go back and correct it. (y»y in Shaarei

Teshuva, where he brings the many different opinions).

Rav Moshe zt”] (xx "o,'n n"x nwn mx) discusses this shaila & brings the o4& »n (v MmN 'N5 Y93) who says the following words:
"N WX YY) Py oX'. Rav Moshe says that once a person finishes the beracha of oy Yxw wipn, as far as going back to
correct your mistake, it has the same halacha as having taken 3 steps back already, and therefore R’ Moshe feels that the o-mx »nmeans
even if one is still in middle of nwy nymw & finished the beracha, he also doesn't go back. This is also ynwn from the 2"ywn (2] who
brings this o7 »n & says that if one didn’t finish the n>72 yet, everyone holds he should go back. Itis ynwin that the omx »n also holds
like this. Rav Moshe also quotes the yn>win 7y who brings a strong proof from the v that naxy »»nw is called m>yon an. He paskens
that one does not go back if he finished the beracha. He then adds: "> nwan”, because even though the Taz [o "o '>7'0 1'v] brings a mx
2 that Shmini Atzeres is called m>yon a0 in nnn Y, our Gemara says that it is an independent v'y pertaining to having its own
beracha. If so, says R* Moshe, when one accidentally says m>won »n, he is actually being "oommon wavw yavmn mwn” & how do the
Acharonim know that this special beracha is only a n»nns5 & one shouldn’t go back? He remains with a y's. Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach zt”I b m>bn] also brings the o »n & paskens that one does not go back if he mistakenly said "nvn m2v0n »n oy NN
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ON ONE’Ss MIDDOS TOVOS
(75 Bp> 9TD) ... B33 ‘7? 2N Q72 137 222 BN
The most important question that we must ask ourselves
is, “How do I approach this day?” The great day of Rosh
Hashana is just around the corner, and there are two
differing ways that I can enter this Day of Judgment. On
Rosh Hashana, each time we blow the shofar, we say these
words, “Im K’banim Im K’ avadim.” If we are like sons, then
have mercy on us like a father to a son. And if we are like
slaves, then our eyes are looking towards you and waiting for
a good judgment. The question is, how do you see
YOURSELF? Are you a child of Hashem, or are you a slave?
Explains R’ Ezriel Tauber z¢”’l, we know that man was
created in the image of Hashem. We also know that
Hashem has no image, so what does this mean? It means
that Hashem is the only One who can do whatever He wants

nAT

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
“in His image” - meaning the freedom of choice.

On the very first Rosh Hashana of the world, Hashem
created Adam as perfect as perfect could be. In fact, the
angels became nervous from this incredible creation and
told Hashem, “Don’t create him.” But Hashem told the
angels, “He can do something that you cannot do, he can
make Me King.” And sure enough, when Hashem blew life
into the man that He fashioned, the very first words that
emerged from his lips were, “Hashem Melech.” But only a
few hours later, Adam chose to make himself king rather
than Hashem. On that first Rosh Hashana of the world, on
the day he was fashioned and formed to make Hashem the
King, Adam ruined the world.

It took 2000 years for a human being to get up and make
a tikkun for Adam. Avraham Avinu did the opposite. He did




exactly what Hashem told him to do. He made Hashem
King. He demonstrated the ability to completely nullify one’s
self in order to do the will of Hashem. He asked no
questions. He didn’t even wonder how it is possible that if
Hashem promised him that from Yitzchok would come out a
great nation, how can He ask him to shecht him? Avraham
knew that his job was not to make sense of Hashem’s will. It
was to DO Hashem'’s will, even if it makes no sense.

This is a true coronation of the King. And this is why the
greatest mitzvah we do on this day is blow the shofar. When
Hashem told Avraham, “Do not touch the lad. Take that ram
in the bushes by his horn, and bring that ram up as a sacrifice
on the altar.” This is what we do each year on Rosh Hashana
to bring up that great merit of Avraham, who finally
reinstated Hashem as King of the world.

Every individual stands before Hashem on Rosh Hashana,
and his or her fate is decided. What is your approach? How
are you coming into this great day? Are you a slave who is
nervous about what is going to happen to you this year? The
King is being coronated once again. Will He demote me?
Will He give me a good position? Will I have everything I
need? A slave thinks about himself. Or are you a child of the
King? If so, you are jubilant and joyous on this great day.
Your father is becoming the King. You are proud and secure
in the fact that your father will take care of all your needs.
You are concerned about the honor of your father, not even
thinking about yourself. You hope and pray that the world
will treat your father the way He should be treated and that

everyone will honor and truly appreciate what a great,
awesome, and mighty King they are getting.

Yes, Rosh Hashana is a day that we are afraid of, but not
for ourselves. We are afraid of how much we have truly
made Hashem King. So, the outcome of our Rosh Hashana
truly depends on our approach. Are we slaves, focused on
ourselves? Or are we children focused on Hashem? Rabbi
Tauber explains that true Hamlachas Hashem is saying,
“Thank you, Thank you, and again Thank you!” Take
everything that Hashem gave you last year and say, Thank
you. We don’t ask for yissurim, but if He gives them to you,
say “Double thanks,” because only now can you truly reach
that exalted level of Avraham Avinu, who asked no
questions and nullified himself to do the will of Hashem.

In the tefillos of Rosh Hashana, we are talking about
Moshiach. We are describing a world where Hashem is the
one and only King. Only we, and not angels, can actually
make this a reality. Moshiach cannot come until we each do
our individual part, which is accepting whatever Hashem
gives us with love. This is the goal of Rosh Hashana and
the purpose of our lives, to truly make Hashem King.

May we approach this great day and every day of our
lives not as slaves, thinking about ourselves and making
sure our personal needs are met, but rather as beloved
children of the King who are here only to make their 7atty,
the King of the Universe proud. May the great zechus of
truly being banim bring down the sheaf of rachamim
“Krachaim av al banim” that we all desperately need.
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Chazal teach us that on Rosh Hashana, our entire fate for the coming year is being determined. We plead to Hashem to
give us life. But do we understand just what life really is? Well, here’s a story about a Yid who truly understands the meaning
of life. It was told by Rabbi Boruch Bodenheim shlit’a, a R”’Y of Ner Boruch - Passaic Torah Institute (PTT).

There is a Yid in Yerushalayim known as Tizku L’mitzvos (may you merit to fulfill more mitzvos). He received this
nickname by spending his days raising money for poor people, saying to his donors, “Tizku L’'mitzvos,” as he walks around
the various shuls and yeshivos raising money. One rainy day, my good friend Rabbi Moshe Ginian was driving in Jerusalem
and saw Reb Tizku L’'mitzvos standing at a street corner, totally drenched from the pouring rain. Moshe offered him a ride,
which he gladly accepted. “Now is my opportunity,” thought Moshe, “to inquire about this man’s unique story - and his
nickname.” They made small talk until he felt comfortable enough to ask, “Please tell me, I see you in various shuls raising
money for poor people. How did you get involved in this?” Reb Tizku L’mitzvos began his story.

“T used to be a very successful electrician. A few years ago, my wife passed away. A couple of months later, I was
accidentally hit by a bus and went flying, landing on my head. When I awoke, I was paralyzed. I went home weeks later, being
told I"d be paralyzed for life. When my youngest child got engaged, I gave them my apartment and moved in with one of my
married children. I felt so good, so fortunate that all my children got married. Still, I couldn’t move. One day, I looked up to the
heavens and said, ‘Hashem, you did not give me life for no reason. I can’t move, so what am I here for? If you give me the ability
to walk again, I will dedicate my days to mitzvos; I will spend my days raising money for your needy children.”

“The next day,” he said, “I miraculously was able to move my right arm ever so slightly and the following day my left arm;
the next week my right leg and the one after that, my left leg. Slowly, very slowly, my ability to move returned. After months
of intensive rehabilitation, I was able to walk and use my arms and legs again. I was fully mobile! So, I got on a bus and
traveled around, starting to raise money to fulfill my pledge to Hashem to devote my life to doing mitzvos. Hence my refrain
‘Tizku L’mitzvos,” as I have been raising funds for the needy over the last ten years. I have very little money of my own and I
live in my married daughter’s apartment but undoubtedly, I am the wealthiest person! I feel so fortunate that all my children
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The Medrash on this posuk quotes the halacha that before
one begins learning, he must recite Birchas HaTorah, and
then it digresses to discuss exactly how the berachos are said.
Do we say one before learning and one beracha after? The
Medrash cites sources and proofs that this is indeed the case.
(see the Levush for an in-depth analysis of this matter) What
connection is there between the above-quoted posuk and this
halacha? Additionally, what is the reason for the seemingly
double expression of "N NPNINDY .. N XD ND"?

My machshava is as follows: A Yid may wonder how a
human being can have the capacity to learn Hashem’s Torah,
that Hashem Himself is ywnwn with. It’s "nN>9)" - hidden
from me. To that, the Medrash says, recite the beracha of
"1 9N WN'". Hashem felt that we Yidden are able to rise to
the task and thus he gave us His Torah. That means that we
can do it! But what if a person spiritually falls, sins, and loses
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the lofty level he had attained? How then can he still connect
to the Torah - if he is now "pn7" - far from it? Says the
Medrash, all is not lost. There is a beracha after you learn too,
even if you fall: w212 yvy 0y »nY". Hashem implanted the
Torah in us, it’s an inseparable part of our DNA. You may
have fallen, but the Torah is still vibrant inside you, waiting
for you to return to it. This is perhaps the connection to our
posuk, and also clarifies what we thought was repetitive.

In light of this, perhaps we can suggest that both Rashi,
who connects this posuk to Torah, and the Ramban who
connects this posuk to teshuva aren’t so dissimilar. Through
the power of teshuva, the Torah remains with us, and through
the Torah we can return to Hashem and accomplish a proper
teshuva. How appropriate is this thought as the time for
teshuva coincides with the new zman/school year, requiring
us to make a kabbala to acheive great heights in our Torah
study, ensuring a year rich in Torah!
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We articulate these two special supplications - “Remember
us for life ... Inscribe us for good life” - countless times
throughout the n™wy. It would behoove us to analyze and

and gain some level of understanding of their meaning. There
is a blatantly evident difference between these two tefillos. In
"!x" we softly beseech Hashem for life - remember us.
However, in "213n2Y" we say it a bit more forcefully, requesting

are married and healthy and well, and that I have constant opportunities to help the needy.”

My friend Rabbi Ginian told me he was going through a difficult period financially at the time and wasn’t sure what to do.
Meeting “Tizku L’mitzvos” was a clear message from Hashem: “Don’t worry about your finances - you have wonderful
children who keep Torah and mitzvos; you are the wealthiest person! This is why you are alive - Tizku L’mitzvos!”
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Yen: Known the world over as an internationally acclaimed
speaker, Rabbi Berel Wein shlita, was once invited to
speak at a conference in Pittsburgh, Pa. When Rabbi Wein
landed at the terminal in Pittsburgh, a local Orthodox woman
from the community was waiting to drive him to his hotel.

The woman said that she had a white Honda Civic, which
was parked in row three, stall four. They walked through the
massive airport to the parking lot. But when they arrived at
row three, stall four, her car wasn’t there.

They then walked around the entire parking lot looking
for the car, but there was no white Honda Civic to be found.
The woman was very distraught and told Rabbi Wein that
she would call a taxi to drive him to his hotel while she tried
to figure out what to do about her car.

While they were walking back to the terminal, a car
pulled up alongside them. A man rolled down the window
and said that he couldn’t find a parking spot, so he would
gladly drive them to their car so he could take their spot.
When Rabbi Wein explained the problem, the man asked to
see the parking ticket the woman received when she parked
her car. She handed him the ticket, and he took one look at it
and said that her car was parked in the long-term parking

lot, and she was looking in the short-term parking lot. He
drove them over to the long-term parking lot, and, sure
enough, in row three-stall four was the white Honda Civic.
When they were finally on their way, the embarrassed
woman asked Rabbi Wein what he thought about what had
occurred. He replied that it’s a great moral lesson. Most
people look for their happiness, fulfillment, and future in the
short-term parking lot, but in truth, it’s parked in the
long-term parking lot. The disaster of modern man is that
everybody is parked in the short-term lot and fail to realize the
long-term consequence of behavior, actions, and attitudes.
Yom3: Rosh Hashana and the Aseres Yemei Teshuva are not
days to concoct insincere or unsustainable resolutions. We set
out on a spiritual quest towards self-improvement. One of the
biggest impediments is our desire for quick fixes and instant
accomplishments. The long road intimidates us, and we lack
patience for it. If one expects to get to his destination in a
minimal amount of time and has no patience for traffic or the
long road, he will be severely limited in how far he can travel.
Only when he recognizes and accepts that the long road is par
for the course can he really effect true change and growth.
Safe and uplifting travels! (Rabbi Dani Staum, Monsey Mevaser)
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he did not. R’ Yosef Chaim said, “You mean to say that your wife did not inform you of what had transpired today?”
The man replied, “That is correct. This is the first that I am hearing about it.”
It became clear to R’ Yosef Chaim that this man’s wife was a very righteous woman, since she did not make any
mention of the incident.
Deeply moved, he said, “In the merit of your silence, may you be gebentched with a son!”
One year later, this woman gave birth to a boy, and due to the story they named him ““Yosef Sholom” - which means
extending peace. He grew up to become the great Rav, Hagaon R’ Yosef Sholom Elyashiv z¢”/, the world renown Posek!
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In honor of the memory of Rebbitzen Sara Finkel a”’h, mother of Hagaon R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel z¢#”’, who passed
away on 17 Elul 5781, we present an insight into her life and how she was zoche to have a son who was a leader of the
Torah world for many years. In her own words (which were printed in the book about her son the Rosh Yeshivah), she
recounted how in 1957 she traveled to Eretz Yisroel and took along young Nosson Tzvi, who was 14 years old at the time.

“As we visited my husband’s uncles, aunts, and cousins,” she wrote, I felt like a bride meeting my husband’s family for
the first time, especially R’ Leizer Yudel Finkel z£”I, my husband’s revered and beloved uncle who headed the Mir
Yeshivah in Poland and reestablished it in Jerusalem in 1944.

“On Erev Rosh Hashana, R’ Leizer Yudel asked to speak with me privately concerning a serious decision I had to
make. He asked me in Yiddish to leave my son Nosson Tzvi in Eretz Yisroel to study in his yeshivah, the Mir. Before
uttering a reply I thought to myself: What? Leave my son, at the tender age of 14, across the ocean, thousands of miles
away from home without his parents and his younger brother? How could I possibly do such a thing? When I hesitated, he
added, with a warm smile on his face and a twinkle in his eye, “Du darfst em hobben unter dine fachtug? - Do you need
him attached to your apron strings? I didn’t give him an answer that day. I told him I’d think about it.

A few days later, on the second day of Rosh Hashana, after Shacharis, following the reading in Parshas Vayeira that
narrates the moving story of Akeidas Yitzchak, I thought to myself: ‘If Avraham Avinu, was willing to bring such a korban,
to make such a profound sacrifice, why am I hesitating?””

“It was precisely at that moment that I made my decision, which I later related to the ‘Uncle,” Rav Leizer Yudel. I told
him, ‘T will permit Nosson Tzvi to remain in Eretz Yisroel to learn in the Mir.” I somehow felt at the time that I was giving
my precious son away to the world; what a thought for a young Jewish mother.

“My beloved son Nosson Tzvi zt”l came into the Mir, into the world of Torah learning, at the reading of Parshas
Vayeira on Rosh Hashana, and he left this world, and the Mir, also during the week of Parshas Vayeira. 1 often wonder
what significance this amazing occurrence might have. Certainly, it cannot be a mere coincidence.”

Subsequently young Nosson Tzvi returned to Chicago to complete his high school studies but the time spent in Mir left
an indelible impression on him and he returned at the age of 18 to study in the Mir, married the granddaughter of R’ Leizer
Yudel and eventually became the Rosh Yeshivah himself, serving for over 20 years in the capacity despite suffering from
Parkinson’s disease from an early age. His mother, Rebbitzen Finkel lived to the ripe old age of 101 and saw her son rise
to such great heights in Torah due to her sacrifice and encouragement.

Fast forward approximately 50 years - during the early 2000’s - and now the following anecdote can be understood in its
proper context. It was told by a young American mother at the time, living in Jerusalem after her marriage.

The day was quiet, not unlike any other day in Jerusalem, everything seemed just normal. Walking down the street to
take care of some quick errands with a friend, Kayla and her friend stood at an intersection wheeling their babies in their
carriages. They could not help but notice an elderly woman struggling to walk at the corner and they hurried over and
offered assistance. The older lady smiled and gladly accepted their help. Hand in hand, the three women - two young kollel
wives and an elderly Jerusalem woman - entered into a Jewish geography discussion.

“You must be wives of avreichim,” said the older woman. ““So where are your husbands learning?”

They replied, “One is in a local kollel and the other is learning in the Mir.”

“How beautiful,” said the older woman, with a beaming smile and a hint of nachas. “My son is learning in the Mir too.”

The two younger ladies shared a look. The Mir is a gigantic yeshivah, so many people learn there each day. Would this
lady expect them to know every person in the yeshivah? As if reading their minds, the older woman continued, with a
twinkle in her eye, “His name is Nosson Tzvi.”

That humble older woman was none other than the Rosh Yeshivah’s mother, Rebbitzen Sara Finkel, who knew the true
value of each man’s learning. To her, a young avreich learning in Yeshivah was just as chashuv and important as her son,
who was the Rosh Hayeshivah and leader of Klal Yisroel. Zechusa Tagen Aleinu.

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroe! with zefo overhead

so to speak, a written contract. We also add on “good life”
not just plain life. Why do we change?

I heard a beautiful vorz from a prominent Rav in Monsey,
R’ Akiva Grossnass shlita. We say in Hallel, ©nnn NY"
"np Yo and Chazal ask, obviously the dead cannot praise
Hashem? What does this mean? They explain that “dead”
refers to either the gentiles who aren’t worthy of His kindness
or the wicked who fail to recognize Hashem’s endless mercy
and goodness. They therefore do not adequately thank Him.

At the outset of shemona esrei, we initially ask gently for
life, the basic, regular, “economy grade” life. However, as we
proceed through the davening, recognizing how much we
need and, indeed, how much we receive from Hashem; with
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the culmination of Modim, we are now well-situated to ask,
more confidently, for a “good life” because we show Hashem
that we recognize and appreciate all that He provides for us.

I would like to expound on his thought. The Gemara
says, we don’t recite Hallel on Rosh Hashana because the
sifrei chaim and sifrei meisim (books of life and death) are
open. If not for that, we would have. Why? Is not Rosh
Hashana a serious time, not a jovial time? The answer is
that the key to a joyous and successful year is directly
correlated to our level of acknowledgment of 55 'Y dwN K"
"9y NN, as we show our true thanks to n"apn.

In that zechus, may we be inscribed in the book of “good
life” as individuals and as Klal Yisroel as a whole.
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Many years ago in the holy city of Jerusalem, lived a young couple who were married for a number of years but were
not yet blessed with children. The husband and wife poured out their hearts in prayer on a regular basis and davened
fervently for the zechus to bring up a child according to the derech of Torah and mitzvos.

At the turn of the 20th century, the only way to get clothing properly clean was by hand. After each article of clothing
had been thoroughly washed and wrung out, it would be hung on an outdoor clothesline to dry. Indeed, this was the
time-old custom of laundering clothing for thousands of years, before the advent of the washer and dryer.

One day, this young woman washed her laundry and, as usual, hung the items on the line outside. After she went inside,
a hot-tempered woman who lived in a neighboring apartment entered the courtyard on her way home. As she walked by,
she slightly became entangled in the laundry which hung drying on the line. In a rush, she was dismayed at this annoyance.
Her temper flared up and in a rage, she ran to her apartment and quickly returned to the courtyard with a pair of scissors.
Without a moment’s hesitation, she cut the clothesline and all the clean laundry fell into the dirt. She then went home.

A short while later, the younger woman went outside to see if her laundry was dry. When she saw how the rope had
been cut and her once sparkling clothing was not caked in mud and grime, tears came to her eyes. Silently, she gathered up
her laundry and brought it inside, prepared to start the whole process all over again. As she began her second wash of the
day, she vowed to herself not to tell her husband what had happened. Were he to find out, he would surely be distressed,
and out of concern for the honor of his young wife, might seek to discover the identity of the one who did such an
inexcusable thing. She knew that machlokes is like fire, and one must do everything in her power to avoid it. When her
husband came home from Bais Medrash that evening, she didn’t say a word about the incident.

However, there was considerable commotion in the neighbor’s home that night. The young son of this hot-tempered
woman suddenly developed a high fever and he seemed to be getting seriously ill by the hour. A doctor was hurriedly
called in to check on him, while the boy’s father went to the Rav of the city, R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z¢”I, to procure
a beracha for the child’s recovery. Hearing of the suddenness with which the child got sick, R> Yosef Chaim had a
sneaking suspicion that there was more to the story. He asked if anything unusual had occurred at home in the hours
beforehand. The husband said he did not know of anything, but he said that he would go home and ask his wife. When he
asked her, she became full of shame and regret, and told him of her terrible act.

Now they both returned to R’ Yosef Chaim. When he heard what she had done, he swiftly donned his hat and coat, and
said to them, “We have no time to lose. You must beg for forgiveness immediately.” He accompanied them to the young
couple’s home and knocked on the door. The yungerman was completely shocked to see the Gadol Hador standing in his
doorway, together with his neighbors, and the Rav said they had come to see his wife. The hot-tempered woman did not
wait any longer. She saw the other woman, ran up to her, and started crying.

She said, “I am the one who cut your clothesline. I feel terrible that I did that and Hashem has already punished me by
causing my child to become very ill!” With great humility, she begged to be forgiven. The other woman accepted her
apology and said that she forgave her with a full heart. The first woman thanked her profusely, and her child’s fever soon
subsided and he made a full recovery.

While all this was going on, R’ Yosef Chaim noticed that the husband of the woman who had hung out the laundry
was totally confused by what was taking place. R” Yosef Chaim asked him if he knew what had happened, and he said that




