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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of the Three Weeks and Nine Days (4)
Learning Torah on Tisha B’av and for an Avel. In 7ehillim,
(19:9), Dovid HaMelech describes words of Torah as follows:
25 nwn 0w NP’ - the mitzvos of Hashem are just (see
the Malbim’s explanation there) and give joy to the heart (of
those who learn them). Therefore, the halacha states that an avel
(mourner) during Shiva is not permitted to learn words of Torah
(1'aw 7'v). Similarly, on Tisha B’av, when all Jews mourn the
destruction of the Bais Hamikdash, we are not permitted to learn
Torah (1n n"N). This issur also applies to ladies who do not
have the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. Even to think Torah
concepts, which in many areas of halacha is not the same as
actual learning (Birchas HaTorah, in front of ervah), is
prohibited on Tisha B’av and for an avel because it too
gladdens the heart (xow). Children under the age of Bar
Mitzvah should also not learn or be taught (NDW).

Permitted Texts. There are certain texts relating to 7isha B’av
and Aveilus which are permitted to be learned on this day of

AMDYOY ToAWPIT TS 39 D PRIT NRD
v THIYP ,TN3 BN NWY Yo TR

TwYNs o5

mourning. One may learn in a simple form without pilpul:

1) Megilas Eicha with all its Medrashim and commentators.

2) Kinnos said on Tisha B’av, laws of Tisha B’av, Aveilus, and

Cheram (which is like Aveilus) in the Shulchan Aruch.

3) Parts of Tanach that talk about hardships: Iyov and Yirmiyahu
(skipping posukim of comfort scattered throughout the sefer).

4) The entire third perek of Gemara Moed Katan; Gittin
55b-58a; Sanhedrin 96b-97a and 104b.

5) Works of Mussar according to many Poskim. The purpose of
a fast day is self-improvement so this is desirable learning
(T2 5N DN 270P DT PN DY DN 'OIN).

Bitul Torah. There are numerous opinions about the issur of

nn 9o on Tisha B’av. Shevat M’yehuda (7:70¢ 7'v) and

Kaf Hachayim (>1pm) hold that these are just permitted texts,

but if one doesn’t learn them it isn’t NN 51 once Chazal

prohibited regular learning. From the Chacham Tzvi (p nawn)
it seems that since one has permitted texts, there is an obligation
to study them and not to waste time.
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"mmen Py - If one partner removes (7o) himself from partnership, he is no fmger mya v and may testify on behalf of his [ex]partner.
The Gemara asks from a Braisa that if a n"o was stolen from a town, one may not bring o1y to the nwn - from any of the -pyin »1 because
they are mtya yxn. The Rashbam explains we are »mp5 wenn. The braisa does not suggest that 2 people should be p5on themselves from
the m"o & then they can say ™1y which proves that a 70 does not help & we're still iP5 wenn! Answers the X0 nyWST N'D INY”
" and even if they are poon any ownership of it, they will hear ' from it and have mson. This makes them ya and they are disqualified.

The B399 [X2™9 199 DN says, "TPINYA AN MY, NIWA DI NN PR Y jn w121 nwn' so that 3 days don't elapse without
TN TNY. Y 9O 9 [0 595 NIND O] says, "mipanoy’ if nmn menp s only a "nymw avn’, for one to hear nn, orisita avn on
every individual to read the nn, but since we aren't all able to /ain, we are xxv from the xp Sy through the 7 of nnys ymw? He brings the
Ny "9 who quotes 9» "9 who paskened regarding owan T X ow, that one may not be xx» one of his N obligations
through hearing n"n™p. This is because the mjon of 1’7 is only for nyw and not . The xova i says, this psak is probably based on
our Gemara that 2 people can't be p>on themselves because s nywST 1P, v qov s not happy with this i and bleibs with a y's.

WIWUN N8N 990 [NDWA nw9] brings that a 3pa) in this mvpn would be if one heard i while davening nwy namw. If he is being
oy through the 7 of o yiw, the X079 [0S No), says that in a situation where the listener can't be "»oa nmy”, he can't be xxw through
the y7 of nmyo yimw either. So, if " is only a nyw 71, then in our case he would be xxv because he is not relying on nnwo yw. [fitis a
Mo avnon every v then he needs to rely on mny> yimw and that can't work if he is in middle of mwy N,

The ¥ ['1 >0 Y0P 'O N"y] says one may leamn during 7' p as long as there are 10 people following the nxp. In nabn mea the n'n
says i nvan! How can one be permitted to learn during faining, how will he hear the xmp Y¥a? The n'n says xvanoiT &, [ would say this
halacha is referring to one who already heard faining, he is the one who may learn during =7 but only quietly. However, he concludes that the
end of this ey is not ywn like this y'sy. The yw [DW] says: a0 YW NYT P25 P27 PTRHD NN IvwIan Haw ™. The 2" wn
brings the on9ax 3 who was o that even though there is a nwrw that allows one to recite DN NN NPV DI, he was P to listen
to every word, X"»n nyT 1. The 2"w adds that many oovn suggest to read along with the xnp Sva because without doing so it is harder to be
on and listen to every word. We see from the above halachos, that whether the nypm -y was for v or nyw, every word must still be heard.
R’ Pinchos Horowitz z¢”’l (Hafla’ah) said: ﬂtl@ﬁ);)\‘; ﬂ»ﬂ &ﬂjﬂ

““DONN TI2N DY PN DI DY 0> DOMIAN OPON '’ - Rashi explains that Moshe said, ‘These 1000 blessings are mine;
Hashem will bless you as He promised.” What is the meaning of this? Two times in history, Hashem was ready to wipe out
Bnei Yisroel - the Eigel and the Meraglim - and He promised Moshe, ‘I will make from you a great nation.’ Since ‘Middah
Tova Meruba M’ Puraneus’ - good is always at least 500 times stronger than evil (N> nv0), Moshe said the blessing of
'Y 99N - 1000 times, is mine as I was promised to be a great nation twice. Bnei Yisroel will get different berachos.”

A Wise Man would say: “Good judgment comes from experience, and experience comes from bad judgment.”
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A penniless chasid once made the arduous journey to visit his rebbe, R* Shlomo Hakohen Rabinowitz zt”’I, of Radomsk.
He was distraught. His daughter was of marriageable age, and he did not know where to begin to find the money needed for a
dowry and a wedding. All of this was written out in the kvif/ which he handed to the rebbe.

R’ Shlomo was in a jovial mood - as was his natural state - and as he read through the kvit/, he suddenly exclaimed, “What is
this I read here about you being ‘a poor man’? You had better leave my house at once, for our Sages teach us that 'nnd> 2wn»y' -
‘a pauper is considered as if dead.” As you probably know, I am a kohen, who may not be defiled by such contact!”

The poor man turned beet red and jumped up from his seat in sheer fright. He was about to run out of the house but the
tzaddik motioned to him. “Come now, come now! This must surely be a case of mes mitzvah, a dead body which can be
attended to by no one else, in which case a kohen is allowed to defile himself.”

Those present laughed at the seeming jest, a tactic the Rebbe would employ to try to make his visitors relax and remain at
ease. Now, the tzaddik turned serious and addressed himself once more to the poor fellow. “You are worried about marrying
off your daughter, is that right? I can see that here. But before that, tell me, do you have bread to eat?”

The man fidgeted nervously. “To tell the truth,” he stammered, “I haven’t any bread to eat.”

“So you don’t eat at all?”” asked the Rebbe. “How do you survive?”

“I do eat and I even make a beracha Hamotzi every day,” claimed the pauper.

“Please explain,” asked the Rebbe. “If you make a Hamotzi every day, where do you get the bread for that?”

“Most of it comes from my wife. She works, and earns a little money, so we have what to eat.”

“What a fine business!” cried the rebbe. “His wife supports him! Shouldn’t we be warned by the example of Adam
Harishon, whose wife gave him something to eat? Tell me, what does your wife do to earn her income?”

“Well, she goes to all the courtyards of the squires in the area, sells fruits, vegetables and whatever else she can muster, and
earns a little from that,” the pauper replied. The Rebbe listened pensively as the man spoke.

“If so,” said the tzaddik smiling now, “it seems that your problem is solved. The posuk in Parshas Devarim lists a number
of places where the Jewish people encamped, and there it states: "3v->T 8. My advice to you is to follow the lead of our
ancestors. Tell your wife that if she goes to 'm s’ - the courtyards of the noblemen, then she will no doubt merit to encounter
"2M->T' - an ample amount of gold, to support your family and produce a dowry for your daughter in her upcoming nuptials.
Reb Yid, go home in peace and the Almighty will help you, and your wife will prosper with 'am-7.”

The poor man was unlearned and did not fully grasp the Rebbe’s play on words of the posuk, but it was clear to him that he
had received a blessing and that was good enough for him. When he came home and his wife asked him what he had brought
back from the rebbe, he tried to explain it to her but found it really was quite difficult.

His wife was not satisfied with her husband’s effort. Until one day, when she breathlessly ran home carrying a package and
exclaimed, “Look here. Today I found this lying about in the mud. Before anyone could see, I grabbed it and brought it home.”

They opened it together, and found a sum of three hundred rubles - quite an exorbitant amount in those days. The man
realized that this bounty came from the Rebbe’s blessing. Part of it they set aside for their daughter’s dowry and the wedding
expenses, and with the rest the happy man set up a little business in which he prospered for the rest of his life.

After the passing of the Radomsker, this chasid came to visit his son and successor, R Avraham Yissachar Rabinowitz

zt”l, and told him the above episode. “My father,” said the tzaddik, “was a remarkable man. Every expression of his ruach |\
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At a first glance, the word ynw would seem superfluous. Obviously, in order to pronounce a verdict the judge must hear

"C, the litigants’ arguments. What is the chiddush of the word ynw? The mechaber of sefer Afikei Yam writes the following

explanation: Halacha states that a dayan shouldn’t ook at the faces of the balei din before him, so as not to become influenced

v (positively or negatively) by their affluence or social status. Thus the posuk says ynv, hear their respective sides, but do not

look at them. (He adds, Chazal in Sota 47b teach us that ymn N> 501,72 009 01 129wn. He explains this to mean when the

I judges began to consistently look at the parties involved, they became lax in the n9mN of Ymn XD. Do not fear the people.)

It is possible to suggest another pshat on the extra word yny. When two sides come to the dayan, it’s not sufficient for the

&'| Rov to simply hear the words they are verbalizing. One must also “hear” their feelings; delve into what’s really going on and
4% 1 what’s driving this conflict. Hear the 0»nx Y3, the between the lines. When a dayan does that, it’ll be easier for him to placate
5| them, negotiate an acceptable pshara, and reach a just verdict of 778 DnNVaWY - a more meritorious psak. R’ Yisroel Salanter
"C, zt”’l teaches that each of us is a dayan - judging and paskening for ourselves and our families. According to the above, we must

bear in mind that machshava. When those inevitable moments of domestic conflict arise, “hear” - listen to what’s really troubling

| them. With that realization it will be much easier to resolve the matter as you’ll be getting to the root cause of the issue.

Chazal in Bava Metzia teach us that Yerushalayim was destroyed y7n 5y yPnynw 9y and not Y10 nmwn 099, People

RV interacted with each other very superficially. Had they searched a bit deeper, they’d have understood the other person’s

feelings, validated them and reached an agreement - 710 NN 0132, Let us all try to improve our relationships by promoting

rt“,“"" achdus. which will no doubt help serve as a catalyst, this ywnh naw, for an end to this long golus. NP18a N2 HT9N LOYNI PN

MOVT 9371 maD Dwn
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= ;'"3, wn: There was once a period of time when many tragedies

happened. Every few days another “incident” occurred.

%] Either a young child or young person lost their life in the

most unexpected manner and people began panicking. Like

(t all good Jews have done in past generations, people turned

to their Torah leaders for light and guidance. R’ Yaakov

'| Kamenetsky z¢”’l responded with the following:

Chazal (Vayikra Raba 33,3) tell us that when there is a

6’| bucket full of sins and we don’t know which particular sin
is causing current events issues, “the sin of 5w - theft,
S| jumps to the top.” What this means is that when people go
| about their daily life and business without being wholly

honest in their dealings, they will end up with things that

constitutes theft, and it doesn’t make a difference whether a
person meant to do it or even knew about it. The sin of
stealing is on his conscious.

This is such a widespread and serious issue, that when in
doubt, we can assume this is the cause of our difficult times!
Yom3: Moshe Rabbeinu said, 129 NOX NN - “How can [
carry alone your burden...” Rashi explains that when people
saw they were losing a court case in front of Moshe, they
would burden him by bringing new proofs and witnesses
that they had just “recently” discovered. This, they hoped,
would drag the case on, and somehow turn the case in their
favor. This is an example of dishonesty and ultimately theft.

Chazal say it was this same "n>N" that ultimately brought
about the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, as we read on
Tisha B’av "1712 naw n>N". If we can rectify this sin, the
ultimate redemption will be very soon forthcoming!

"C, aren’t rightfully theirs. By all sense of the word, this
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Our period of national mourning begins on Shiva Asar B’Tammuz gradually, with no music, no haircuts - and then it

hakodesh he managed to clothe in jest and witticisms, so that no one should detect there was anything extraordinary afoot.”
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Yeshaya HaNavi’s prophecy, while it was uttered

concerning Malchus Yehuda and the holy city of
Yerushalayim, was by extension about all of Klal Yisroel. In
it he exclaimed: “For Hashem has spoken, I reared children
and brought them up, and they have rebelled against Me!”
What indeed does the Navi mean by exclaiming that
“Hashem has reared and brought up” Klal Yisroel?

R’ Leib Chasman z¢’l (Ohr Yahel) remarks that Yeshaya
HaNavi spoke of Hashem’s enduring love for his children
and how despite Klal Yisroel’s tendency to falter now and
then in their steadfastness to the Almighty, Hashem always
cherishes us as His children. It is this notion, and these very
words of Yeshava HaNavi, of "nmm »nbpy ©" which

R e s ITTYIVAN Y 23R IINIT

reveals how incredibly deep Hashem’s affection for us runs.
Amazingly, until this statement was uttered, it was

impossible for anyone to understand the relationship between &

Hashem and the Jewish people, and in fact, even prior to Klal
Yisroel’s existence as a nation, the ministering angels
wondered where Hashem would channel His Fatherly

affection. They hoped that Hashem would treat them as His e
g% | come. The gematria of nnan which means KEY is 528. There are 528 hours in the 3 weeks of Bein HaMetzarim. Chazal teach

”' *| us that these special hours are actually the KEY to a real relationship with Hashem. It is by going through the pain and hardship
¥ ] together with our Beloved Father, that we become especially close. So, the next time you feel low, you feel down in the dumps,
S | know that it is the beginning of something wonderful. May we all be zoche to see the end of the pain, the end of the darkness
X5l and enjoy the great light of Mashiach Tzidkeinu, Bimheira Biyameinu. And remember, hold on tight to your KEY, to the

children and for a while it did indeed seem to be the case.
However, once Yeshaya HaNavi exclaimed that Hashem
regarded us as His children, it became quite clear that only
Klal Yisroel enjoyed such a close bond with the Almighty.

May we merit to feel Hashem’s love once again with the
coming of Moshiach speedily and in our days.

& | intensifies to no swimming and no showers. On Tisha B’av we don’t eat or drink and our mourning gets even stronger as we sit
.| on the floor and cry! But then, at Chatzos, when the Bais HaMikdash was set on fire, we do something strange. We get up off
5 | the floor and prepare for Mashiach to arrive! At the time of our deepest pain, we actually express the opposite reaction! Why?
¥ 5] Because in life, pain is the beginning of joy. When it can’t get any worse, it has to get better. The darkest moment is the one

right before dawn. Sometimes one has to be put in a deep, dark, or difficult situation to realize how blessed he really is!
Sometimes a person feels like he is in the dumps! He feels low and sad. But didn’t Dovid HaMelech tell us, 5T 79y1n »»pn"

& ‘ "IN O MAVNN. “Hashem, you lifted me up from the dumps, from the garbage. You raised up a poor person.” Had Dovid not
A% been in his most horrible and lowly place, he would have never been raised up to become Dovid HaMelech! It is the dump and
g% | the garbage itself that a person must go through in order to give him the strength and ability to become great!

Tisha B’av is the day of immense tragedy for the Jewish people, but it is also the day of hope and belief that the Geula will

Mafteach that unlocks all the blessings in your life, but put it down for a moment whenever you get rid of the garbage.




