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Important Upcoming and Relevant Chanukah Halachos the Sages made them similar to those in the Bais Hamikdash.
There is a difference between Tashmishei Kedusha that contain  These holy items of the Bais Hamikdash were considered items
the Name of Hashem (i.e. Mezuzah) and mitzvah items which  of kedusha even if they did not have Hashem’s Name in them.
do not (i.e. Tzitzis). By Tashmishei Kedusha we apply the rule of The ‘“Yeshivishe Answer. There are two separate halachos
"W PN wNpa Yowa'. However, by Tashmishei Mitzvah, under the same name and general concept. One, in the "Nson
objects of mitzvah, there is no such rule as long as it is not used  (the item), that we may not demote it, which is learned out in the
for a disgraceful activity (ie. cleaning a toilet with a Talis Gemara (5) from the pans of Korach’s men which were elevated
Katan), even if it is worn out and not used anymore, as and became part of the Mizbeach (altar). Two, in the "N72Y" (the
explained in halacha (1, based on the Gemara ). person), so even where there is no demoting of the item, the X11»
Lighting Menorah. One can ask an obvious question: Chazal - the person involved - should do the mitzvah in a manner that
tell us 3 that the reason we light one candle on the first night of shows he is elevating it. This is mentioned in the Gemara there
Chanukah and add an additional candle each successive night regarding the Lechem Hapanim (loaves of bread) that were laid
(like Bais Hillel) is for this very reason - "y 0 wnpa poyn”.  down on a golden table. This second category - "Ny’ - is what
However, in this case we are talking about mitzvah items and we are doing by adding one light each night and elevating it, and
not kedusha items, and yet we still apply this rule. This seems to it applies even to Tashmishei Mitzvah like novn -. This is learned
contradict the above-mentioned Gemara. The answer is that the from a different case where Moshe Rabbeinu himself finished
Chanukah Menorah was made similar to the Menorah in the assembling the whole Mishkan and didn’t allow anyone on a
Bais Hamikdash. One is not permitted to derive benefit from the  lower level to help him finish it, see Rashi Menachos ). This entire
Chanukah lights and the Ran @ explains that the reason is because _train of thought is based on the Pnei Yehoshua in Megillah .
SR NTN2 X232 — MmN 78 772N — DT 2
"man 2 Sya mps” - There was a mb who died, while still owing money to his M. The guarantor (1) on the loan paid off the loan to the mbn
without consulting with the borrower’s o, He now came to get reimbursed from the oy for paying the lender. xaa ™ says myn n'ya nyna
and these orphans are minors and not myma amnn. The ©"awA explains this debt owed to the 2y is a 9"y Mmbn (and he holds Wb xMayw
) so there remains a msin to pay it, but since they are currently minors, they are exempt. The 27y will have to wait fill they become adults and
then claim his reimbursement. "¢ 19 o] explains, the My to keep one’s word and to pay back debts, is derived from the pasuk "ps yn
and the Gemara leams 78 Tow "Y' 77X Tow "y Now. The nawm nna [7m ' 'o 1n"n] quotes the v mawm, that if a mb swears he wil
not sell off any of his assets to pay back his mbn, the nyaw is not bn because he is -y yawm to pay back and we are ymx oo to pay back his
loan. The nawm nna says the pasuk ¥'¢ brings is only an xronox as it is refering to weights and measures. The Y4 also holds [0 71 v
N'ya N9 is @ NI IINT s, but says the pasuk ' brings is discussing not being 252 1m0 naa 7nN. The Yo7 leams it from nmx wx v
"oy TON Nxv 11 N, here there is a direct command from the Torah to pay back. The < [xan] says if we know the mb has the money, yon
i until he pays back, because 3'nyaa. The n'n [vx1] says,this proves it's a T My because we're onlynar on NrmNT not paTT.

o»n " was asked (stencils V"), if My N'ya myne, then since we have a rule when fulfiling a mitzvah, v amw vav2 SN, here too, when
repaying a loan, which is a mitzvah, one should not have to spend more than a 1/5" of his assets? o»n "3 answers that when the mb pays back the
loan, it's considered he gave back the Lenders money and not his own. In 11591 94 [ n '] the n'n asks why the Gemara asks if a father only has
5 oy to his name, but must fulfill yan yw1s on himself and his son, who takes precedence? If the father only owns 5 selaim he should not have to be
12N 79 P at all, because of wmnn v 1av HN? W 9 [0 '© 1'N NN brings this 050 “wea and answers with a 992 If the mitzvah is not
nowm that one spend money on it, like a Esrog, if one owns one, he need not purchase one. In this type of mitzvah, since the qo> mxwin is not the
mxn oxy, then we apply ¥ YN, If the mitzvah is fulfiled xpwT with oo om, like yan 79 then we do not apply v 9. pnox 9 brings the
YN mnan [P mx mamnd] that if the father doesn't leave behind any assets, the o need not pay off the debts, as the ax > avn is only
axYwn. If so, even if he does leave behind assets, they should never be 2w to pay it back, as it is now theirs? v'y. [N "o NP X'V 1w ).

A SERIES IN HALACHA
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R’ Moshe Bogomilsky shlita (Vedibarta Bam) would say:

“OTN DN NI yw' - What did Reuven hear that made him decide to save Yosef from the hands of his brothers?
Rashi says that Reuven heard his brothers say, ‘Let us kill him ..." but this was actually Ruach Hakodesh - the Holy Spirit.
Hashem was saying, “You are planning to kill him; we shall see what will be with his dreams. Will your plan be realized
and he will be dead, or will My words be fulfilled and his dreams will come true?’” The brothers did not hear this Holy
Spirit, but Reuven did. Thus, he immediately decided that he was obligated to save Yosef and bring him back to Yaakov.”
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A Wise Man would say: “Knowledge is strength, but true wisdom is power.”
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The clothing worn by prisoners in the Nazi concentration camps contributed to their dehumanization by erasing
individuality and reducing them to an indistinct mass. The highly visible and distinctive colors made any attempt to escape
extremely difficult. Each inmate was issued one set of clothes. Any loss of items, especially the cap, was punished. Clothing
could be changed only every six to eight weeks. Prisoners had no soap, and rarely had the strength to wash their clothes in the
little free time allowed them. Holocaust historians say that finding coats and jackets from the camps today are fairly rare, since
most of the clothing worn by concentration camp prisoners was burned because of lice and other potential diseases. Also,
most freed prisoners didn’t want to leave reminders of their horrifying ordeal and never thought to keep them around.

The story of Benzion Peresecki - who later became Ben Peres - is told in extraordinary detail, thanks largely to the serial
number on his prisoner jacket and careful records he kept and that his family found after he died. A woman by the name of
Jillian Eisman was rummaging through a packed closet during a Long Island tag sale when she immediately recognized the
symbol of horror and hate: A jacket worn by a prisoner at the Nazi Dachau concentration camp during World War IL.

“T knew exactly what it was, even before I saw the numbers (on the chest),” said Eisman, who purchased the jacket for $2 at
the sale and donated it to the Kupferberg Holocaust Center. Curators there not only put the jacket on display but also
unearthed the story of the person who wore it: Ben Peres, a teenager forced to make munitions for the German war effort, spent
four years in a DP camp and then came to America, never telling his children much about Dachau or that he kept the jacket.

In some labor camps during the winter months, inmates received a prisoner outfit made of somewhat heavier material and,
if they were very lucky, a coat or sweater as well. Very few people owned an actual coat in the camps, and used a “kotz” - a
woolen blanket, that was draped over their bodies for protection against the harsh elements.

One young woman, by the name of Esther Grosz, possessed such a “kotz” and wore it at all times, for fear that it might be
discarded by the SS, or someone might steal it in the night. She came up with a brilliant plan. On her way to work on the night
shift, she noticed a female day-shift laborer who was walking in the bitter cold without a coat. The woman heading for the day
shift was without a coat because the Germans had punished her for some imagined “misdeed” by taking away her coat.

Esther felt compassion for this woman who would be forced to work for hours without protection from the elements.

One morning, as her night-shift was walking back into camp and the day-shift was heading out, she made eye contact with
the woman and without hesitation, threw her “kotz” to the woman. The woman, Rivka Weiss, was surprised at this sudden
action, but also very thankful. She had been working in freezing conditions for quite some time and did not know how she would
survive day after day under these conditions. Rivka wore the coat all day and when her shift ended and she was now heading
back into the camp, she saw Esther walking out to begin her night-shift. Instantly, she threw the coat back to her. The next day,
this “coat throwing” repeated itself and continued throughout the duration of the war. The person heading to work wore the kotz.

This coat throwing was very risky. Obviously, had they been spotted by an SS guard while the coat was being transferred, it
could have spelled disaster. It would seem that the genuine kindness of both women, was their merit of protection.
Furthermore, had one of them gone back to her barracks one day with a kotz, and the next day without one, too many
questions would have resulted and both women might have been paying with their lives. The fact that they each wore the coat
half the day resulted in no one in the sleeping quarters finding out that she had obtained the kotz, when in fact it was shared
with another person intentionally. At the Labor Camp, this was not known and therefore went unnoticed.

After liberation, the two women met. Although both had the same maiden name Grosz, they were not related by blood and |\

lived in different countries. However, Rivka was married to Ephraim Weiss, who just so happengd to be Esther’s first cousin.
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In the Haftorah, Amos HaNavi reminds Klal Yisroel of the
infamous sale of Yosef HaTzadik at the hands of his brothers,
and how it was done for such a paltry sum, a pair of shoes.
However, it seems that the error was in the sale - insinuating
that had Yosef been merely given away to slavery for free it
may not have been so bad.

R’ Shloime Kluger z#”’I (Chochmas HaTorah) explains
that often when a person does something wrong, he tends to
rationalize his misdeed. He may even “outsmart the system”
and find a technicality to make it as though his action was
not in fact an aveira. While he may escape judgment on this
world, Hashem nevertheless knows what he did, and his
punishment will come.
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In the parsha we see that Yehuda exclaimed “What do we
gain by killing our brother and covering up his blood? Come,
let us sell him to the Yishmaelim, but let us not do away with
him ourselves.” But they already decided not to kill Yosef -
why did Yehuda reiterate it? The answer is that the brothers
wanted to be as clean as possible and so they arranged for the
Midianites to haul Yosef up from the pit and then sell him to
the Yishmaelim. That means that technically, they had
nothing to do with it. However, they made one mistake. By
accepting money in exchange for Yosef, the brothers became
implicated, placing themselves on the hook for not only the
sale, but for all the suffering Yosef endured in the years he
was separated from his family in Egypt.
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Yosef Hatzadik interprets the wine steward’s dream in a positive light and asks for a small favor in return; to mention his

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, name to Ny19 in the hope he’d be pardoned. It would seem that the words 0N > are superfluous as it could have just said »n7on.

When Emperor Napoleon was conquering city after city in Europe, he called for a night of celebration. He commanded one

2 of his soldiers to go to the nearest town and bring a Rabbi - because a Rabbi knows how to give a good speech! In the middle
w% | of the night, the Rabbi of the nearby town fearfully opens his door, and a soldier tells him that Napoleon wants him at once.

He packs his talis and tachrichim, and tearfully sets off with the soldier. Upon arrival at the banquet, Napoleon shouts,

| “Jew! I need a really good speech about me.” The Rav thought to himself, “A drasha! That’s my bread and butter.” So he
& | starts from Bereishis, explaining to the assembled about Hashem, Adam, the Mabul, the Avos, the Shevatim, with all the
pertinent details. He explains that each word of the Torah is measured and precise. Not one unneeded letter! Finally he reaches

the words in Parshas Vayeishev: "m0y o 2" and asks the above question! These words are seemingly extra!
The Rav turns to Napoleon and says, “Yosef is telling Pharaoh’s drinkmaster, “Your entire incarceration was "ON " - just

| so that you should mention my name to Pharaoh.” Similarly, Your Highness, your power is unparalleled. Your victories,
W&l unmatched. But you must realize at the same time that as you ascend higher, you must remember the Jewish people favorably,

because we are the reason for your unparalleled success. Everything is bishvil Yisroel.” Napoleon was impressed with both the

—
)

’w oratory skills of the Rabbi and the content. He smiled, thanked him, and sent him back home, handsomely rewarded.

Current world events demonstrate that, we too must realize: It is all for us - Bishvil Yisroel. And thus, we must prepare
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= Ywmn: A young boy was not doing well in school. His parents

were well-to-do people - his father was a prestigious lawyer

Y| and his mother was a doctor - and it was a tremendous blow

to them that their highly intelligent child was not succeeding

(t in school. Not only that, but he was getting involved with the

wrong crowd of kids. Things weren’t looking good for him.
His parents tried encouraging him and offering him

g% | incentives, but it was only of minimal help. The parents even

© | hired a private tutor to assist the boy with his schoolwork,
¥ which helped his grades rise gradually - but not enough. The
Sl boy claimed he was behaving in class and working hard on
| his work, but his grades were not showing it.

Finally, PTA night came. His parents dreaded the night for

!t, accordingly. Hashem is orchestrating ¢verything and we truly hope that He will follow - ™m135t XYY" - remember us N2wo!
"c, VATt =2mn av Not only did all his teachers have very uncomplimentary

things to say about their son, but his report card was awful.
He got straight C’s and D’s, and even a few F’s.

The father confronted his son, “What’s this all about?!”” he

demanded. The son looked his father straight in the eyes, he
seemed to truly be unaware as to why his father was so
agitated. Finally, he blurted out with honesty and sincerity,
“So dad, what do you think the problem here is - a genetic
issue or an environmental one?”
Swns: In this week’s parsha, Yehuda taught us a lesson of
immeasurable value. Instead of looking around for someone
to blame his issue on, he took responsibility for his own
actions (even though there was a basis for his actions). This is
the attribute of a responsible leader and essentially the
attribute of every Jew. Accountability brings one to rectify his
own deeds and ultimately to a measure of perfection.

"C, the fear they would hear the worst - which they indeed did.
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It was after years of aggravation in the home of Lavan, physical and spiritual battles with Esav, terrible anguish over the

*| defilement of his daughter Dina, and much tzaar gidul banim in raising his twelve sons, that Yaakov Avinu finally wished to
. | settle down and learn Torah in peace. But this was not to be for the tragic episode of Mechiras Yosef interrupted his peace of
5 | mind and what ensued was a very long and difficult period in the life of Yaakov Avinu. The Medrash asks: “Is it not enough
%] that a tzaddik experiences serenity in the next world - shall he also wish to feel that peace in this world?” Why shouldn’t

Hashem “fargin” Yaakov some peace and quiet? What would have been so terrible had he enjoyed tranquility and serenity?
R’ Yeruchem Levovitz z¢”’ explains that the purpose of life is to grow from every situation. For one to reach his personal
shleimus, he must pass the tests, nisyonos, that Hashem throws at him. If he fails these tests, Hashem will send him the same

%) tests in different forms, so avoiding the issue will not accomplish anything. Rather than seeking tranquility in his life, Yaakov

should have asked Hashem - as Dovid Hamelech did - to give him the strength, wisdom and wherewithal to overcome the

(¥ difficult tribulations that inevitably crop up, in order to be able to serve Hashem properly.

Our job is not to focus on how we feel about a situation, but rather to view each and every issue in life as a tool for growth.

*] This way, we can actualize our potential and accomplish our goals - which is why we are here in the first place! So the next
,“ "‘,\,{ time you find yourself in a frustrating, upsetting or angering situation, STOP, CALM DOWN, and FOCUS on the source of
& | your angst. Then, visualize it as an opportunity, a GIFT that Hashem is sending you, to work on yourself and overcome this
X:5| nisayon. Remember, the purpose of life is not to relax, but to grow. So set your sights high to achieve your lofty goals, because

in the long run, a person’s ALTITUDE in life, is determined by his ATTITUDE in life!




