
ohektv ogn rcsv iufb hf ohngp vgrp kt oukjv ,ubav kgu
 /// u,agk ohvktv rvnnu(ck-tn)laujk oa .e - 

    dxuh vbkuug tk kg ,upfu vbugn 'ohruxtv ,hcc kucfu iupx cauh vhv ehsmv ;
od 'vdrsnv kpa ouenc u,chahu u,hhva inz ;ux eput ,t vtur ubht 'upfc
hfw :ubnn aehc unukj iur,pc usgc chyva rjtk oheanv ran u,aecc u,uks,av
hb,tmuvu vgrp kt hb,rfzvu sxj hsng tb ,hagu lk cyhh ratf l,t hb,rfz ot
;xuh ,t oheanv ra rfz tkuw vhva vn gush ;uxvu v,bgb tk '(sh-n) wvzv ,hcv in
,kju, 'vagbu ubnn ejr,b rrj,avk vburjtv u,ubnszvu u,uue,a hrv 'wuvjfahu
rcdv hratw rntb uhkga sg u,guahn ath,v tk ehsmv ;xuh lt 'ck vkjn vfann

/(d 'yp r"n) w;xuh vzw - (v n ohkv,) wujycn wv oa rat
     ohruxtv ,hcn tmha ournn rzdb uc ehusnvu iufbv inzvu ,gv tc eraf 'orc

iputcu ,ufrgnv susha v,agb ',umrtv kf kg ifn rjtku ohrmn kf kg luknk
(c h vhrfz) rntb ovhkga vgrp okja w,unukjw hsh kg - uktdk utcu urvhn tkpun
kpba h"g vhv ubuug kf rat 'oheanv ra out,p g,pc rfzb 'wurcsh tua ,unkjuw
ehsmv ;xuh og adphvk uk ord ,tz rat 'vgrp xuf lu, kt vthrcv hbyen wcuczw
iuhkgv iumrc vkga vz gdrc v,gu 'unukj ,t uk ru,pk ;t lanvcu rvuxv ,hcc
ka una ,t vgrp ,hcc ukgv 'ehsmv ;xuh ka uhruxhu uhbudh ,txk ;uxu .e ohak
vgrp hbpk uthcvk rucv in uvumrvu urvhn shnu ;fh, ',unukj ru,pk gsuhf ;xuh
vhp,rnc cauhv scg u,ut vagb r,uhc rme inz rjtk tkt lfc hs tku kusd sucfc
/wlknk vbanwv vagbu 'vfuknv ,dxpk ghdvk ushc vkgu vfz 'tkfv ,hc ka ohfuajv

    gbnh kt ostv ka uruutm kg ,jbun vsj crj ukhptu 'ihg ;rvf wv ,guah hf
 

 vbuna ubnn uehksvu xb uc vagb wufu vfubj htn
 /// ohnh(:tf ,ca)vfubj rb ,eksv ,umnc uvhkt hukhd - 

    d kcuenssss""""ccccttttrrrrvvvv    iiiicccc    rrrruuuuvvvvbbbb    hhhhddddxxxx    eeeejjjjmmmmhhhh    uuuubbbbhhhhccccrrrr xrybuec 'tkpb rcs c,f ,,,,eeeekkkkssssvvvv    ssssuuuuxxxx
vvvvffffuuuubbbbjjjj    ,,,,uuuurrrruuuubbbb'wufu vfubj ,urb u"kc rhvzva (hn)" :k"zu thcbv uvkhtn vz ,t kcheu '

txf kg cahu ihs txfn sunghu 'upt iurjn wv cuahau 'vbhfav uhkt vtr,,a vfuz
,urhbc rhvza hns 'vfubj ,urbc ksud sux 'tkpb rcs itf rtucn /k"fg '"ohnjr

/ohnjr ka txf kg cuahu ihs ka txfn snug v"ceva 'ohna hnjrk vfuz vfubj
ohnjr ka txf kg cuahu lkuvu ihs ka txfn snug v"ceva vz rntn ,ntcu    
ogv hrat" :k"z (ws 'y"f wp vcr rcsnc) arsnc t,hts /rpua ,ghe, ,umnc ubhmn
ihs txfn snug tuvu 'vgur,c itruc ,t ,u,pk ihrhfn iva tkt - vgur, hgsuh
ifu /f"g '"ohnjr ,snk ihsv ,sn ovk lpuvu ohnjr ovhkg tkn,nu ohnjr txfk

 c,foooohhhhhhhhjjjjuuuu    vvvvttttuuuupppprrrr    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc    hhhhwwwwddddttttkkkkttttpppp    oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    wwwwrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv,rubn ,eksva (t"g ,ut wv erp) 
 t,hts 'ohna hnjr rrugnu 'ihsv ,sn kycn vfubjrrrrvvvvuuuuzzzzcccc(y"ne ;s rcsnc)  ,kudxs

ohna hnjr rrugn rpua ,ghe,a unfu 'rpua ,ghe, ,ndus thv asenv ,hcc vrubnv
'vrubnv ,t ohehksnaf if unf ohnjr ka txfk ihs ka txfn lkuv v"ceva

ohrudx ohna h,ksa ostk uk vtrb ratf ;tu '(t h ,ufrc) ohnjrv in unmg
gsh 'tuck ,nvn,nu veujr u,guahu 'utca ,nugkf oehr ohca uh,ukhp, 'usgc
,hkkfvu ,hyrpv u,kutdk sguhnv inz ahu 'uhruxh kfk cume inz ah ohnac hf
u,ufkn hsdc ,t uk ohbhfn vrmu teg inzc vcrstu 'tuch tc vrvnc rat
,hcc u,chah hsh kg teuusa ehsmv ;xuhk vhv ratf 'iuaak ukct ,t ohfpvnu

/wvfukn r,f uk ub,huw rat sg ,udrsnv kfc vkg,b rvuxv
////vvvvccccuuuuyyyy    vvvvmmmmggggcccc    uuuubbbbbbbbeeee,,,,uuuu    'vgrp ka uh,unukj ,t ru,pk ehsmv ;xuh ohhx ratf ift

hcdk ,ucuyu ,ukhgun ,umhg i,bu unmgn ;hxuv er 'sckc iur,pc rmgb tk
- rnthu lhrsha 'wofju iucb aht vgrp trh v,guw :vgrpk rnta unf 'sh,gv
cuyv iputc hutrf an,avk smhfu 'crv kuchvn i,hba crhnv ,t ehpvk lhtv
obxjtku rc rucmk 'ovhrjt ohtcv wcgrv ,ubawk vbfvf wgcuav ,ubawc r,uhc
ostk ubah ratfa 'kfav rxunu sunhk ubhbpk hrv /cr og ,uhjv ignk hutrf
ohrcsv ,ghshc hs tk 'wv ,sucgc uk khguvk kufh rat ohuxn lkvnu iuhgr
sh,gv kg ,umg ,tav hsh kg tuvu 'vagnk urndku u,uagk lhrm tkt 'sckc
grv rmhv hf 'vagh rat vagnv ,tu vc lkh lrsv ,t uhsgm ,t ibf,ku ihfvk
'vru,c ,ughsh 'ohkgb ohdaun - oav ,sucg hbhbg wgsuhw ostva uk ghrpn tk -
,t vagnk vfkv okug rutk thmuhau ubagha i,ub ubht lt 'vkhp,v ,uchaju
vgrpk ;xuh rnt rat hpf 'ubsnk vzk vmughv vmgvu lrsv /ohcuyv uh,ucajn
gcua ,uba uhvha tshrd oukjv ,ghshc hs tk rat 'oukjv iur,pk ;fh,u lunx
/tuck sh,gv kg cuajk - ,ucuy ,umhg uk ub,ha ohmguh ,jek uhkg tkt 'cgru

hnh - ubhkg ohtcv ohnhv ,trek ubnmg ,t ihfvk vfzba lrc,h oav i,h    
kusd asj rutu ,ugpav ,jek sjtu sjt kf kfub ovnu 'ohrhtnv vfubjv

/vagnv ,tu lrsv ,t ubk rhtvk vbav kf lank
 whg) asesnv ,hcc vrubnv ,eksv ihgf tuv vfubj ,urb ,eksvuiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrr/(l,kgvc 

/rpua ,ghe, unf ohna ohnjr rrugna vrubnv ,eksvc sux uvn 'c"m vz rcsu
 hrcsn suxh p"g ihbgv rtck vtrbu    rrrrxxxxuuuunnnnuuuu    vvvvnnnnffffjjjj))))    ooookkkkeeeennnn    ttttccccxxxxvvvv(wx rntn t"j 

ukhpta 'vfubj rb ,umn vkusd vnf ubhmns 'wfa'vfubj rb ,eksv ,umn ruthcc
rb 'vfubj rbu ouhv ause wuf vfubj rb ,ubek u,uxf rufnk chhj ktrahc hbg
ostf kfv ',tz vsrjv kf vn vbvu" :k"zu c,fu /vbvfu vbvfu wuf ;hsg vfubj
wufu ushc rxna vn jfah tka 'inhxk rae ,uagk uk rntu 'rcs urhcjk vumnv
hukdc ubk uagba ohxbv rufzk 'vfubj rb ehksvk 'inhxk rae ,uagk ubk uchhju
hf vkv, vbvu 'wufu vjnau iumrc ohna ,ufkn kug ubhkg kceb ignk 'kf ihgk
ibuc,vk ubk rxnba rcsv rufzk h,hfz tku 'vfubj rb ohngp vnf ehksvk h,hfz
kgp,ta sg ,hkf, hkc iubju oujr 'kufh kf tuv hf 'wv hsxju wv ,rucdc
vauga ostk huctu hut 'wufu iumrc ohna ,ufkn kug kcek 'zt uagba ohxbvn
'uhrcsn rtucnu /uhrcs kfc a"hhg /k"fg "wufu tnkgc ;ue vagnf uhagn
'f"tu /ohna ,ufkn kug kcehahsf tuv vfubj ,urb ,eksv ka ,hkf,vs
veksv vagnc hs tku 'ohna ,ufkn kug kcek tuv vfubj rb ,umn ouhe rehga
f"d tuv rpua ,ghe, ka u,uvna 'rpua ,ghe,k ihhnsv cyhv icun 'tnkgc
/ohna hnjr rrug,h htsuc h"gu 'vnhka vcua,c cuaku 'ohna ,ufkn kug kcek

""wv .tb lrc gmucu  - The Gemara brings 3 different ways how to learn this euxp. 1)Translating gmuc to mean compromise, if litigants come to s"c
because they want a exp, it is ruxt for the judge to push for a compromise [gmuc]. If he does, tyuj vz hrv. If one praises a judge for doing so, he
is a .tbn. 2) rzghkt wr translates gmuc to mean thief. i.e. if one stole wheat, ground it, baked it and was vkj ahrpn from it, how can he make a
vfrc on it (either the varpv or vkhft)? This is not a vfrc but rather a .tbn. A thief who makes a beracha has cursed wv. 3) rhtn wr says this is
referring to vsuvh who said "ubhjt ,t drvb hf gmc vn". The  [t'ume wx j"ut]g"ua  paskens if one eats ,uruxt ,ukftn he may not be included in a
iunhz, nor does he make a vfrc on this food ;uxc ut vkhj,fk. The c"ban explains since it’s a ruxt rcs and an vrhcg to eat it, we apply the
euxp, "wv .tb lrc gmucu". The  [y"hv t"p ,ufrc wkv]o"cnr  paskens this way as well. The s"ctr argues strongly and says although this vkhft
lacks a ,ughce ihs because it’s a ruxt rcs, why should he not be chhujn to make a vfrc before and after? After all, he has had vtbv!
     The  [y s"r j"ut]g"ua  says if one eats ,uruxt ,ukftn due to vbfx - he’s a vkuj, he does make a vfrc, before or after. The c"ban explains since
he’s in a vbfx ka cmn, he is eating trh,hv and vcrst, he’s fulfilling the vumn of ovc hju. The  [wj whx wsr]t"nr  says if one is physically forced to eat
[uvuxbt], although he ultimately does have vtbv from the food, he does not make a vfrc. The z"y asks an apparent inconsistency. We just quoted the
rcjn that if one is in a vbfx he does make a vfrc even though he doesn’t want to eat it and the t"nr doesn’t add anything to this, so it seems he’s in
agreement. Yet the t"nr also paskens that if one is forced to eat [uvuxbt], he does not make a vfrc. Why are they different? In both cases he is
forced to eat. In one case he is forced because he is a vkuj and in the other case, he is being forced by people? The c"ban answers, that when one is
a vbfx uc aha vkuj he is not physically forced to eat. If he eats (because of his sickness), he has vtbv and makes a vfrc. But if one is physically
forced to eat, it’s not by choice, so it’s not lhha to require him to recite a vfrc. Asks the  [wjk ,ut]iuhmv rga : Why regarding vmn ,khft do we say if one
was physically coerced [uvuxbt] to eat vmn, it is called an vkhft and he is tmuh the mitzvah, but not here? He explains that concerning being tmuh the
mitzvah it is considered an vkhft, but regarding making ,ufrc since he was forced to eat, it’s not lhha to require him to give vtsuv on the food. a"g.

]hebu ce [cx wx ihhyarckhz wr     quotes chahkt wr, that if a diabetic couldn’t help himself and ate some cake, since this is a danger to him, he
does not make a vburjt vfrc. Rav Elyashiv quotes our halacha above that since this is a ruxtv rcs to his health .tbn tkt lrcn vz iht.
However, he should make a vbuatr vfrc because the first crumb he eats is probably not a vbfx for him, and since we make a vbuatr vfrc
even on a crumb, the vfrc can go on that.                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Moshe Sofer zt”l (Chasam Sofer) would say:
     “wo,tc .rtv ,urg ,t ,utrk o,t ohkdrn ovkt rnthuw - The Rishonim ask how can Yosef hold his brothers in Mitzrayim for
3 days if his father is home and doesn’t have any food? The answer is that they really did have food and Yosef knew that
from his first dream of the bundles of grain. This is why the posuk says right away that he remembered the dream, referring
to the bundles and that they had enough food. Thus, the only reason they are coming now must be because they are spies.”

A Wise Man would say: “Good leadership consists of showing average people how to do the work of superior people.”                           
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Important and Relevant Chanukah Halachos (2)
There is a prohibition to derive benefit from the light of the
Chanukah Menorah. There are 3 reasons for this: 1. It is an
embarrassment to the mitzvah to count money, perform menial
tasks, etc. by the light of the holy Menorah (1). 2. If one uses the
lights for his own benefit, it might appear to others as if he lit
them for his own needs and not to commemorate the Chanukah
miracle (2). 3. The Sages decreed that our Menorah should be
like the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash, from which we were
prohibited to use for our personal needs (3). 
Laws of this Prohibition. Some of these laws apply because of
the first reason mentioned above, and some apply because of the
second and third reasons. For brevity’s sake, we will not detail
which activities go into which reason. It is prohibited to count
money, read a note or book by the light of the Menorah if the
room is somewhat dark (4). The reason why we light an extra ner
called the Shamash and we situate it a bit higher than the other
lights on the Menorah, is so that just in case one will derive any
sort of benefit from them, we can say that it came from that extra

      

light (5). In fact, if one is careful to use only the Shamash, one is
allowed, vkhj,fk, to make use of that benefit (6). The prohibition
is on all the Chanukah lights (not the Shamash) including the
additional neiros that are added each night (7), the lights that are in
shul (8) even in the morning when there is no beracha recited
over them, and even neiros that are kindled by a katan (minor)
for chinuch purposes (9). From the Mishna Berura (10) it seems
that one should be stringent regarding having benefit from the
Chanukah lights even after the first half hour.
    It is forbidden to warm oneself or any food item from the heat
of the Chanukah lights, or eat a meal, even a mitzvah meal, using
the Chanukah Menorah. One may not use the neiros to recite the
blessing, "atv hrutn truc" in the Havdala after Shabbos (11).
What is Permitted? One may briefly look up in a sefer a short
halacha relevant to the Menorah (12) as well as read the text of
"ukkv ,urbv" (13) by the lights. If the electricity went off and the house
is in total darkness, save for the light of the Menorah, one is not
required to keep his eyes closed and bump into things (14). Poskim
debate if one may enjoy pleasant scented Chanukah neiros (15).

 



    It is interesting that the root of the word "ina" - “oil” is the same as the word "vbuna" - “eight.” Is it a coincidence, then, that
we celebrate eight days of Chanukah due to the little oil that lasted eight days? Of course not! The number 8 has a much greater
significance. It is considered "gcyv in vkgnk" - higher than the normal physical world, supernatural if you will. Seven
symbolizes nature - the world was created in 7 days; Eight is greater, more spiritual, elevated above nature. 
    A baby boy receives his Bris on the eighth day because he becomes more than a typical physical human, he becomes a holy
and lofty Jew! The ina lp was much more than a simple container of oil. It was a container of hope, a tiny spark of Kedusha,
meant to reignite the pure spirituality of Klal Yisroel, in order to overcome the dark, impure and defiled world that the Greeks
imposed. When the Jews found one little container of pure oil, they saw that there was still hope for Ruchnius, for Kedusha.
But when the oil lasted for eight full days, they heard the message loud and clear: Even with one tiny spark of Kedusha,
Yiddishkeit will thrive! All one needs is a spark to rebuild and replace all that was lost!
    In “Al Hanissim” we say: "ohygn shc ohcr" - “The many (given into) the hands of the few.” The “many” refers to the
mentality of Greece. More and more materialism, non-stop pleasure, a life full of endless amusement and immorality. On
Chanukah, this was conquered by the “few”; the Torah mentality of being "ygunc ep,xn" - “Satisfied with less.” We, too,
must focus less on our Gashmius, and more on our Neshamos, our Ruchnius - on becoming “heiligen” spiritual Jews!
    Hashem is educating us through the miracles of Chanukah to seek Him out and find yeshuah and hatzlacha - salvation and
success - even when they are hidden from view; in the sun, the sky, the trees - every “natural” occurrence. Chanukah stands for
"wv lubj" - the education of the recognition of Hashem as the only One to Whom it is justified Lehodos u’lehallel.  

    Last week we read about the encounter between Yosef Hatzddik and Pharaoh’s two ministers, when he interpreted their
respective dreams. Although Yosef gave an accurate and positive prediction for the oheanv ra and asked for a relatively small
favor in return (to bring Yosef’s plight to Pharaoh’s attention), the man acted like an ingrate and neglected to do so. The
question is, why did Yosef offer a good tiding for the oheanv ra and not the baker?
    The Bas Ayin, R’ Avraham Dov Ber Auerbach of Avritch zt”l (whose recent yahrtzeit was reverently remembered
worldwide), answered as follows: Yosef, after being sold, realized that his brothers exhibited a sinah, a certain hatred towards
him (obviously it is in our limited capacity to understand this.) He knew that he had to work on achdus. In mikvaos, there’s a
halacha that rain water in the adjacent pit must touch, every so often, the water in the actual mikvah. This idea is called veav.
The word ohean shares that root. Whereas ohput implies anger, ;t. Yosef Hatzddik, homiletically, associated that middah of
hashaka - achdus - with life, and the middah of ;t - anger and discord - with death. Hence their respective dream
interpretations. Once he had internalized that idea, the path was paved for the next step in the master plan and he was freed. 
    We find a stark contrast between the neiros of Chanukah and the havdala candle. A havdala candle must be comprised of a
few wicks resembling an veuct, a torch, while the vfubj rb must be a single wick. The reasoning is that several intertwined
wicks, forming one singular but stout wick, teaches us the concept that we, as people, must possess the middah of achdus -
unity. But on Chanukah, which is a time of vtsuvu kkv, we must recognize and appreciate those who have contributed to the
whole unit. Hence, it’s just one wick. On this very Chanukah, may Hakadosh Boruch Hu bring us all the many needed yeshuos
and nissim to Klal Yisroel the world over, as we gather together, as one, to celebrate u,hcu aht rb. A Freilichen Chanukah.               

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 hjurc ot hf jfc tku khjc tk
(u-s whrfz) /// ,utcm wv rnt

 shc ohcru ohakj shc ohrucd ,rxn
 /// ohruvy shc ohtnyu ohygn(ohxhbv kg)

 rntk vgrp ,t oheanv ra rcshu
 /// ouhv rhfzn hbt htyj ,t(y-tn)

 /// vzv inzc ovv ohnhc ubh,uctk ,haga //// ,utkpbv kgu ohxbv kg ohehksn ubt ukkv ,urbv(veksv rsx)
    Daniel and Neriya Sharabi attended the Nova Festival on October 7, together with a group of friends, and soon after
enjoying a beautiful sunrise, the missiles started falling and everyone started running. Daniel was a trained IDF medic and
kept stopping to help wounded people along the way, but after watching an RPG blow up a car behind which his best friend
Yosef and some others were hiding, he simply dropped everything and ran, together with Neriya, for their lives. Terrorists
were everywhere, spraying machine gun fire, and young people were dropping like flies. It was nothing short of heartbreaking.
     Suddenly, they saw an abandoned Israeli tank and climbed inside. A dead soldier was slumped forward and they searched
every inch of the tank looking for a weapon. It was empty, though, and the two brothers began to play with the controls to see
if they could get it moving, in order to drive it away. Neither had any training in tank controls and the tank would not budge. 
    They held their breath hoping the terrorists would not attack an abandoned tank, but this too, was shortlived. The tank came
under heavy fire and Daniel thought their end was near. Just then, he hears his brother Neriya shouting, praying: “Hashem, I
don’t pretend to understand why this is happening, but I do know that there is a dead soldier who was fighting for You, for
Your people, and we want to fight too. Now it is Your turn - give me a weapon! I don’t care how - just give me weapon!” The
second he finished shouting, Neriya looked down and noticed something shiny under the soldier’s foot. It was the strap of a rifle. 
      With thanks on his lips, Neriya picked up the rifle and grinned. Now they had something to fight back with. Daniel opened
the tank’s turret and hastily climbed out. Neriya threw him the rifle and climbed out himself. To their shock, they found 30
young men and women hiding under the tracks of the tank. Had they managed to get it started, an even bigger calamity might
have unfolded. Daniel, the medic, went to help the wounded, while Neriya opened the rifle’s chamber to see how much
ammunition they had. To his chagrin, the chamber was full of sand. It wouldn’t work no matter how much ammo was inside. 
     Daniel remembered that quite often, girls bring jars of vaseline to these festivals in the desert because their lips get dry
from the wind. He grabbed the rifle and called out if anyone has vaseline. One girl came forward and handed him a small jar.
He quickly greased the rifle’s chamber - and what do you know - the ammunition slid right in. Just like in the Chanukah
story, the Jews had the miracle of the jar of oil - On October 7, they had their own miracle - the miracle of the jar of vaseline!
     Neriya took the rifle and began returning fire. Daniel called a number of fellow members of his Givati Brigade to come
help them, but the army didn’t show up for hours. He finally called Yoni, his deputy commander, and asked him what to do.
Yoni told them to shoot into the bushes where the terrorists were taking cover, one bullet every 60 seconds, so the terrorists
knew that they were armed. Yoni stayed on the phone for 5 hours, directing the battle from Tel Aviv. Five whole hours!
     Meanwhile, one of the men who had been hiding under the tank climbed up and managed to dislodge the heavy MAG gun
that was mounted on top. This was a more serious weapon. With him on the MAG, Neriya with the M-16 rifle, and Daniel on
the phone with Yoni directing the battle using the tank for cover, the little band of Maccabim held off waves of terrorists. 
   An RPG exploded nearby and everyone was hit with shrapnel. The group of girls still hiding under the tank began to shriek and
scream. Daniel yelled at them: “Quiet, everyone, quiet! Some of us are wounded and some are fighting. Everyone else - daven!”
And that is exactly what they did! They started praying, a group of non-religious boys and girls began screaming, “Shema
Yisroel ...” reciting chapters from Tehillim. It was otherworldly - Daniel said he will never forget that moment the rest of his life!
     Suddenly, the MAG jammed and a little more miracle vaseline was used to get it working. The small group held off bands
of terrorists for hours and even captured a few, along with their weapons. The army finally arrived and took the injured men
and women away. They also took the captured terrorists with them, but not before Daniel gave one murderer a strong kick
that knocked him to the ground. The kick did not change anything - but it made Daniel think that the only way to fight evil is
by doing good, by being good, wherever he went. The way to take revenge is by being a shining light. That is the true victory.     
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 /// ubhjt kg ubjbt ohnat kct uhjt kt aht urnthu(tf-cn)
llllyyyynnnn: An incredible story is told about a woman who had
gone through Auschwitz and rebuilt her life in the French
city of Bay. One Erev Shabbos, she prepared her Shabbos
food and left a pot on the fire while she went out to the
market to buy something. While she was out, the wooden
cabinet in the kitchen caught fire, and in a short time, the fire
destroyed almost her entire house and all of its contents. 
    Her neighbors did not know how this unfortunate woman
would hold herself together in the face of the great damage,
as they knew she barely managed to recover from the
devastation that had already ravaged her life. They rushed to
the residence of the illustrious R’ Mottel Pogromansky zt”l,
who lived nearby, to ask his advice on how to tell this lady
who still didn’t know that her home was destroyed. 

    R’ Mottel sank into his thoughts, and then said, “Wait for
her nearby, and before she enters her home and sees what
happened, tell her that the house went up in flames and add,
that if she accepts the situation with love and joy, not even
expressing one sigh from her mouth, Mottel Pogromansky
promises her that she will be blessed with the children she has
yet to give birth to above the natural way.”
    They hurried to the house and when she returned, told her
everything that R’ Mottel had said. With supernatural
courage she accepted her fate, and didn’t emit one sigh from
her lips. The following year she had a daughter, and later she
had another, and eventually a third child, a son!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Great reward awaits those who accept the will of
Hashem, even in the most challenging times. This was most
often the catalyst for great moments in history. Especially on
Chanukah, may we all merit such blessings.

   In the Haftorah of Shabbos Chanukah, Zecharia HaNavi
speaks to a moment far beyond the second Bais Hamikdash.
In fact, he speaks to the third and final Bais Hamikdash
whose foundation stone was laid by the second Temple. Still,
the Navi’s led to a vision in which he is shown the seven
-armed Menorah of the Bais Hamikdash and how each of its
lights is fed with the oil through seven separate tubes. But
what is the meaning of this wondrous menorah?
    R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l explains that the Navi
tells us how this Menorah bears the very tree on which the oil
-yielding olives grow and ripen. In essence, it is a Menorah
that bears and maintains everything that is required for giving
light. This is a proclamation by Hashem, for Zerubavel, the

leader of the Jewish people during the second Temple era,
explaining that the foundation stone that was being laid for
the second Bais Hamikdash, and for whose ideal completion
all the coming generations are called upon to work, should
know, that “not by force of arms, nor by physical strength
will it be accomplished, but only by Hashem’s Spirit.” It is a
lesson for all human society to know - every individual
person, even the seemingly weakest and smallest - that as
soon as he is imbued with the holy spirit of Hashem nothing
can stop him. With such strength he possesses the strength of
giants to accomplish his work and Hashem will help him.
   On Chanukah, in the dead of the dark winter, the Menorah
serves to lighten our way and teach us this profound lesson.
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