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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (70). Using snow for tevilah. Last week
we discussed which bodies of water are valid for tevilas keilim.
Let us discuss the halacha of immersion in snow. The Mishna (1)
says that snow is valid for immersing. The Poskim (2 argue if it
means actual snow or melted snow. Due to this machlokes, we
only rely on snow with glass vessels or glazed earthenware,
where the obligation to foivel is only Rabbinic. Metal vessels,
where the obligation to foivel is Min HaTorah cannot use snow.
When one does use snow, he has to make sure there is enough
snow in one place to equal the amount of 40 sa’ah. He also has
to pack the snow in and around the vessel to make sure that there
are no air spaces between the snow and the vessel.

How Much is Forty Sa’ah? Forty sa’ah can be measured in
two ways. A sa’ah is the volume of 144 eggs. Multiply that by
40 and you have a shiur of water to make a mikva. Another way
is the amount of water that goes into a cubic area of one amah
by one amah by three amos. There are different opinions as to
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not so simple since we have five different sizes of eggs - small,
large, medium, extra-large and jumbo. In the second way of
measuring there is also a difference of opinion as to the size of an
amah. These are complicated measurements especially when one
has thinner layers spread out over a large area and therefore one
cannot do so without asking a qualified Rav to inspect the area.
Clean Water. It is clear from the Gemara ) that even water
that is dirty and has a bad smell can be used for fevilah. This
refers to a natural dirt color that develops over time. However,
if the water changed color because of liquid that spilled into it,
it becomes invalid to use for tevilah.
Utensil Fell Into a Mikva. Regarding Tevilah on utensils
purchased from a gentile, there is no difference how the utensil
got into the mikva. Even if a wind blew it in, it is valid, and
certainly if a child put it in. However, this does not mean that we
can believe a child that it was done. It means that if a halachic adult
[bar mitzvah) verifies that a minor was foivel it is valid. The child

volume size of an average egg. The term “average egg” is also _himself cannot be believed as will be explained next week IY"H.
D WP — OV GO PIITT — DINYT P3

RTINS 19135 131 PR PINT NP ST 2 KA N - Our Gemara leams from the fact that the Torah mentions the pay of nnoan

twice, this teaches us that nnoan (shaving) of the v must be total. If he only shaved the majority of his hair, it would not be sufficient. It is

ynwn that without this limud we would say majority is enough because 5135 yan. This concept is found in many halachos. For example, for a

proper nvnw both oy must be cut. If one only cut 21 of both Do we say o123 11 and it's a NV nw wo.

Y8y 9N " [V 'D V"N Y] says that the 7 of 19133 1 is included in the 7 of VNS B . Because when we pasken like the
majority of 1130, what we are saying is that the v who didn't vote this way, now becomes part of the majority and it is therefore one
pSaK. "Iy NWYN 21N 1 TONT LRI - 9",

The oo» nx point out an important rule regrading 19135 yan. For example, when reciting Kiddush, one must make it on a cup containing a
full =py>37. Why do we need to fill up the cup? Why can't we fill up the cup more than 50% of a w21 and say it's as if it is holding a ywy»~,
based on Y9195 va11? The acharonim explain [99y0 ©"nn] that we must have 51 T 12" Just like when we follow o1 27 there must
be a full 72 in attendance in front of us and only then do we follow the majority of them, so t0o, in all cases and like by kiddush, the whole
w1y must be there. In other words, 19135 Y11 can't create a o1 If the Y910 is there already, then 2y of it may be considered ¥o135.

Y o2y Y " would say that this concept is really ynwn from the words, because 1av1 means the majority of “it”, so the “it” must
be there and then we can say majority of it is sufficient. Additionally, when there is a specific v given, like Ny NN that must be a o,
we don't say eating 2y of a o is sufficient. This is because eating less than the mwa yww is not considered an N, and Y9155 a7 can't
categorize it as an no». If so, why do we allow one to drink only a 1y»a7 21 and not the whole 1ya4? The answer is that the nyww of
17 by kiddush is referring to the ©15 - not the drinking, and in order for the cup to be 2ywn it must hold a Ty, NN vy,

The "o [ "0 290 n"N] brings the wad who says that the now in ™ Yw qow that we say: "o o2win 95 Sy Ton” is really a double
Y of 93 and ¥o1o and is not correct. The v'v defends this nusach and says the reason the word 51> is added is because we find in many
places 15155 121, so we are asking that 'n should rule over the whole entire world and not just "own 5" which might imply only a majority.
So now it reads that we are asking that ' rule over "o 95", but don't think to use 1135 y211 and it means only the majority of the world, so

we add 910 oown 92" - the entire world! ﬂ(’“@)ﬂ)& ﬂ»ﬂ ;&:‘lﬂ P N3 (3) ONY TV (2) 't P19 NIpn (1) |
R’ Elimelech Biderman shlita would say:

NP XD %9 INN NN 1PN - What is the back and the front of Hashem? Sometimes we do not understand Hashem’s plans
for us until it is complete. In the moment, we do not get it. Only later, we can see it. This is like a visitor to the cockpit of a
plane who enters and sees many buttons and switches and immediately points to one and asks the captain, “What does this
one do?’ The captain asks him why he is interested in one specific button without awareness about what the others do in
unison. The same is true with Hashem. When you look at the specifics without the picture you can easily become a fool.”

A Wise Man would say: “The world is round so that friendship may encircle it.”
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Around the turn of the 20th century, there lived a Jewish Hungarian couple in the city of Grosswardein. While the
husband spent his days immersed in Torah study, his wife managed a flourishing business that had expanded to many branches

Oh, how they pined for a baby of their own! Unfortunately, after many years of marriage, they were still bereft of this joy.

One day the woman decided to act on her own and brought a sum of four hundred Gulden, a small fortune in those days, to
her local Rav. “I would like you to relay this money as a donation to some great rabbi, whomever you choose, so that he may
pray that I bear children,” she instructed. The Rav considered the huge sum before him and suggested, “If you truly want the
money to go to proper hands, send it to R” Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld (z¢’]) in Jerusalem. He will surely be able to help you.”

The woman agreed heartily and the money was dispatched that very day. It was not sent directly, however, since diplomatic
relations between the Turkish and Austrian governments were strained, and a major portion of the mail never reached its
destination. Instead, it was sent to the Austrian ambassador in Palestine and requested to be forwarded to R’ Yosef Chaim.

When the Austrian ambassador in Jerusalem received this large sum of money, he was curious to know its intended
recipient, whom he assumed was a poor Jew living within the Old City walls. The curious ambassador read the letter
accompanying the money. He was impressed and quickly had a servant bring the envelope to its proper destination.

Two weeks passed, and the husband learned of his wife’s generous gift to the rabbi in Jerusalem. Although he was steeped
in Torah study, he had never heard of R’ Yosef Chaim and he was angry at his wife for sending so much money to this
“unknown” rabbi. When the husband upbraided the local Rav for having accepted such a huge sum without consulting him,
the Rav justified his action by arguing that he had been certain that the woman had acted with her husband’s knowledge and
approval. He couldn’t imagine otherwise. This calmed the husband down somewhat but he nevertheless insisted that the Rav
write to this Rabbi Sonnenfeld in Jerusalem and ask for the money back, explaining that it had been sent by mistake.

Not surprisingly, the Rav was extremely uncomfortable with this and reluctant to comply. “Let me rather repay the sum
from my own pocket in monthly installments,” he begged. The husband would not hear of it. An argument ensued.

While they stood there stalemated, the postman knocked on the Rav’s door, bearing a letter from Jerusalem. Both the rabbi
and the husband stood in open-mouthed amazement as the letter was delivered from R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, and in it
were the four hundred Gulden together with a letter in which he explained why he was returning the money. The Rav read it
aloud, “I received your letter in which you informed me that the woman brought the money herself. Since I fear that she may
have taken this money without her husband’s consent, I am returning the entire sum to you, begging you respectfully to return
it to its rightful owner. May I add that this will have no effect upon my prayers that the woman be blessed with a child.
Hashem’s deliverance comes as speedily as the blink of an eye.” The Rav and husband stood there dumfounded.

Only their eyes, overflowing with tears, expressed their emotions. Such sensitivity as R” Yosef Chaim had displayed, such
nobility and strength of character, was beyond their imagination. In his new-found deep respect, the husband immediately
asked the Rav to return the entire amount of money back to Jerusalem with a note expressing his desire that R* Yosef Chaim
keep it. “It will be a tremendous merit for my money to go to such a tzaddik,” he said fervently.

The Austrian ambassador had been following the developments with growing interest and a deepening respect for R* Yosef
Chaim, as well. The story made an indelible impression upon him, and he was determined to meet this unusual man face to face.
One night, he went alone to Batei Machseh and there, in a strange little apartment hewn out of mountain rock, the two men sat

talking for hours on end and formed a lasting friendship, which served to help the fledgling community in Jerusalem under R’ |

Yosef Chaim. The Austrian official spoke often to the rabbi, and revered him for his wisdom and exceptional character.
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In the Haftorah of Parshas Parah, Yechezkel HaNavi
predicts the eventual purification of the Jewish people
through the Almighty Himself. The Jews had sunk so low that
they had to be gathered and purified against their will and
while the message may seem eerie and downright fearsome,
there is also much within it, to give us reason to hope.

Rabbi Berel Wein shlita explains that most of the
declines throughout history of the various world dominions
and civilizations came about at the height of their power —
and not necessarily when they were already in decline.
Although one might think otherwise, the reason for this is
because the arrogant nature that comes with being on top of
the world, was in essence the catalyst that brought about each

individual culture’s decline. He points out that the frightening
thing about Jewish history is that Hashem allowed, and
continues to allow, the Jewish people to live their lives as
they choose, and when we do just that, we realize what a
terrible mistake we make when not adhering to His dictates.

Yet, deep at its core, Klal Yisroel is a nation of humility,
and for that very reason — among a few others — Hashem will
not ever let us sink into total spiritual oblivion. So, while it is
surely worrisome when Jews occupy positions of high power
in foreign lands, thereby lulling the rest of us into a false
sense of complacency and control, it is sobering to remember
that Hashem sees and knows all, and He will always make
sure that we find our way back to our roots.

(T-35) . S S M3 N M Oy Enm CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEY FROM THE ja'ﬂ IIIWND

The Chasam Sofer z2”’1 explains that Hashem’s “regret” was directly caused when He spoke harshly to Moshe, concerning

"C, the Bnei Yisroel’s impending punishment. Hashem’s punishing words had such a dreadful impact on our selfless leader,

w% | Moshe Rabbeinu, that the raised “voice” ka hol, in and of itself, inst tal i king the i di jra.
in various cities and made wealthy people of them both. The only thing that marred their happiness was their childlessness. |=¥:% gane Ravoetiu, tat The Talsed VoL Kavayachor, M ahe oF LSS, Was IS TUIENa T Ievaithe the Lrpending gozela

This machshava is reminiscent of a vort I once heard from my maternal grandfather, Reb Uri Weidermann, in the name
of R’ Elya Lopian z¢”l. In Parshas Haazinu, it says "2 yx mX 9-p". The last two words are seemingly redundant.

5| Obviously, if Hashem is exact in judgment, there cannot be any dishonesty therein! Why does the posuk add these last
words? He answered that before Hashem issues a punishment, not only is the recipient of said reprimand taken into
"9 '| account, but his immediate family members are also added to the equation. If they are not deserving of the effects of such
retribution, then that penalty is not meted out. Such is the "nyNY-p" - which is exclusive to Hakadosh Boruch Hu. Hence,

g% | pain. Then Hashem won’t punish us, but

— —
§ -

since Moshe Rabbeinu was so adversely affected, the decree was rescinded.
On the Yom Tov of Purim that we just celebrated, we clearly see the value of being nosei b’ol, feeling ‘yenem’s’ tzaar.
Mordechai HaTzaddik sat at the gates of the palace for many years, checking up on Queen Esther, constantly ensuring her

w&| safety and reassuring her with his presence. That was a major catalyst in the neis of Purim.

If we wish to hasten our geulah, and annul any harsh gezeiros that may ch v befall our people, let Hashem see how we are

NEY nosei b’ol im chaveireinu, carrying the load on behalf of our friend, and how each of us earnestly feels our fellow brother’s
will bring Moshiach instead, b’siyata d’shmaya.
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« | en: In Prague, a new mayor was elected, in large part due
| to the efforts of many Jewish activists, who were unaware

that the new official was actually an anti-semite and no

| friend of theirs. The Jewish community of Prague tendered

a dance and banquet in honor of the newly elected mayor,

(t and one of the guests was the city’s rabbi, R’ Yechezkel
% | Landauz¢#”’l, author of the famous Noda B’Yehuda.

While the banquet was underway, the mayor-elect

thought he saw an opportunity to insidiously tease the
| city’s chief rabbi, and made the following remark:

“When I came to this dance, I thought, ‘How fond Jews

3 | are of dancing!” It seems to be hereditary, for when their
<¥m| ancestors made the Golden Calf in the wilderness, they not

only worshipped it, but danced before it.”
R’ Yechezkel Landau was a brilliant man and leader. He

wasn’t about to just let this new mayor push the Jews of his
jurisdiction around freely.

“Yes, Your Honor,” he replied, “that is correct.

Whenever the Jews go and appoint an ox or a calf as their
leader, they’ve gotten a little too fond of dancing...”
%wn3: When the Jews mistakenly came to the realization
that they were stranded without a leader, they didn’t just
merely sit around and do nothing. The Ramban points out
that the golden calf was not a selection of a new God. They
weren’t naive. Rather, it was a guide in place of Moshe.
Hashem performed the miracles in Egypt, but Moshe helped
guide them out. They wanted the golden calf to continue to
guide them. That was a terrible mistake because despite
their intentions, their actions transgressed the horrible sin of
idolatry. This is something to learn from, albeit hopefully on
a smaller scale. Even in religion, intentions don’t replace
actions, rather, they are meant to compliment them.
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The fact that the Jewish people sinned with the Golden Calf is something that Klal Yisroel is still suffering from until

H this very day. The magnitude of this terrible act is so great and the ramifications are extremely far-reaching.

R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlita explains this tremendous atrocity by zeroing in on one small word: "nn" - “Quick.” He

o says that everyone is human and we all have free will, which means that we make mistakes. It is true that Bnei Yisroel made

"C, a terrible mistake, but the fact that they fell so fast is an even greater tragedy. Just a few days earlier, they were standing at

the foot of Har Sinai, on the level of angels, and now they were serving a Golden Calf! When one is faced with a test, a

»“ nisayon, a decision needs to be made fast. One must take a stand and fight against his yetzer hara. Just putting up a battle

will allow him to slow down the evil influences that surround him.
We may even “borrow” a tactic that our greatest enemy uses to make us sin. We can take the concept of "m" -
“Tomorrow,” that Amalek utilized in the desert, to make us push off doing mitzvos. The posuk states: "9 POy onon 75"-

| rt, Go out and fight Amalek with the power of MACHAR. Amalek/Yetzer Hara tells us, “Of course you should learn Torah
% | and do mitzvos, but not NOW, do it TOMORROW!” This idea can be turned around and utilized to fight against the
*| Amalek inside each of us which tries to make us sin. The difference between " and "1 is a little tiny connecting piece,
=3 "‘,\,{ that symbolizes that tiny little second it takes for one to fall, and begin a long slippery descent to the lowest of the low. We
S | must jump QUICKLY - "37n" - to do the will of Hashem, but when something is wrong or even questionable, we must say,
X:5] “Let me wait till TOMORROW. Let me think it through.” Surely by then we will have the time to gather our strength and

marshal our thoughts correctly, in order to overcome and emerge victorious from even the most difficult tests!




