
ovhrjt gxb ohrmn vbvu ovhbhg ,t ktrah hbc utahu chrev vgrpu
 wv kt ktrah hbc uegmhu stn utrhhu - (h-sh)vbuntc ezj,vk vsucgv

   dubhcv ovhrjt ohpsur ohrmna ubhjcvu ovhbhg ,t utab ktrah hbcaf vb
/ohrmnn onmg yknk tucnu lrs ovk vhv tk hf 'vkusd vrmc vnv ohbu,ba ;fh,
ournk ovhbhg uk, vkhj, 'ohbp hbac orgm ,t ohtycn uhva rt,n cu,fvu
ovk orda lf kg van kg ungr,v ;xubcu 'lcxvn othmuha ,"hav kt ukkp,vu

/vkhkj vgrp ka ucrjc kupbk ,gf ovk ourdh ush kg ohrmnn o,tm hf uz vrm
   ,jt ,ur,ux ovh,ufhkv lhtv ihch tku onu,ah ukt ,uhutyc,v hbac ibuc,nv kfu 

ubhta uz ihgf vrm hshk tuch ot 'utrucc vb,ht u,bunta ahtv vz vbvs /v,rcj ,t
cn tmun'oav kt ucck enugn kkp,hu ohnak uhbhg ,t ohrh 'cjrnv kt ,tmk tu

ccxnc huk, kfvu 'ucmnc oat ubht orud ouaa vnhka vbuntc ihntn ahtv vz hf
/rmhnv in umkjku ufrs rhtvk u,kufhca vz tuvu 'lcx hshk uthcva vz tuv ',uchxv

    vku,u 'uhbhg ,utr rjt lkuv vkv hf 'vhupr u,bunta hnc ohrcsv hbp ohbua
ohrcsv ,uchxc ohrugn ohrjta vshncu 'ukt ,utmu, uthcva ,uchxvc vke,v
rjtn 'wv kt uck oa ubhtu ',nurg,c ovhkg tkn,nu ovc u,nat ,t vku,
hbaa tmun v,t wvghs ruswc okut /,uchxv ccxn od aha ihjcn ubhta ygnfa
oghauha wv kt uegzu ournk ovhbhg uk, sjt smn ',jtf unhhe,b ,udvbvv
vchxf tuv anha rac hbhgca rjtn 'van kg ungr,b lshtnu 'rmhnv in omkjhu
uz ,ur,uxv ukt ,ushn hba ovc udzn,b lhtv vktav ,ktabu 'ohrmnn o,tmk
ihtu 'ause rus u,ut ka u,uvn kg sungk ubh,bhcn tuv cdaba ,ntvu /uz ,t

 'ofrs ,,hnt kg sungk ubh,kufhcvru,vu 'vru,c ohrcsv uc,fba rjtn okut
  

hf oh,akp .rt lrs ohekt ojb tku ogv ,t vgrp jkac hvhu
 ucau vnjkn o,trc ogv ojbh ip ohekt rnt hf tuv cure

 /// vnhrmn(zh-dh)tkpb euzhj - 
     avhvh ohrcs hbv kg ibuc,n sjt otu 'grhta ohrcs aka ah 'jkac ,arp

kkfaf 'jkac ,arpc ktrah kkfk vrea iuatrv rcsv /tkpb euzhjk vchx
kkfk ouen oua vhv tku 'ktrah kkf hrjt upsr ohhrmnvu 'ohrmnn utmh ktrah
gre v"cev ?vre vnu /ovhrujtk uhv ohhrmnvu ovhbpk vhv ;ux ohv /guxbk ktrah
cahu 'ovhrjt ohhrmnv utcu ';ux ohv lu,k uxb ktrah kkfu !vkdb xb - ;ux ohv ,t
ktrah kkfk vrea ,hbav rcsvu /uz vrmn ukmhb ktrah kkfu 'u,n ovu 'ohv ovhkg
/ohkftn oa tmnba ouen ubht rcsncu 'rcsnc uhv ktrah kkf 'jkac ,arpc
?vre vnu 'kuftk vn ovk vhv tku 'ohrmnn uthmuva vn kf ukft ktrah kkfu
kuftk vn ovk vhvu 'ohnav in in 'ohnav in ojk ovk shruvu 'xb ovk vag v"cev
ojkhu ekng tchu" 'jkac ,arpc ktrahk vrea ,hahkav rcsvu !vkdb xb lrsc

g'xb ktrah kkfk vag v"cev 'vre vnu /vkusd vbfxc tmnb ktrah kkfu '"ktrah o
:h"arpu /"hxb wv una trehu jczn van ichu" :(uy 'zh) ch,fs /vnjknv ,t ujmbuhxb wv 

 

,ujrut udhah ubt oda v"cev vmra tuv ,ut 'ubunf rnuj hmurek od vb,b
ot ubh,vhn, ghcvk ubt ohhutr rhpau 'ubh,gs rmue hpk ovh,ufhkvn ohhj

 /vsucgv hfrs hp kg cahhk lrs ubt ohtur
 'ktrah kf hf 'ktrah ka o,kgn ourc rcsk vru,v v,mra k"h ift    

hnu 'tuv sj v"cueu ktrah hf ',"havc vbuntk ohfuz 'ovca oh,ujpv ,ucrk
ot odu 'uc ihnth tka ,uthmn lhha tk w,h u,unmgn ekj kufhcf tuva
ohrcsv ,t ohku,u ovh,ueumn kg ohngr,nv ost hbc ktrah ihc tmn,
lu,n vkhj, iuhkg hbp ukjh ukt od hf 'vbuntv rsgvn gcub vz iht ',uchxc
vbuntc oheustv ukt ihck obhc eukhjv okut ',uchxv kf ruen tuv hf vbunt
ocmn kg ohngr,n obhta ukt 'okugc rruav r,xvv ,shnn ,ukgp,vv tuv
ostv ,t vxbn v"cev hf 'ihcvk vcjr o,gs hf 'r,xvv in ohkgp,n obht
ohngr,na ukt ukhtu /vbuntv in ohsh huphrk vchx lfc ihtu uhbp ,r,xvc
lfn vtmu,fu 'f"f vcjr o,gs iht n"n ohbhntn obhv o,uvn smna ;t kg
uk,ha orudv uvzu ',menc o,bunt ,t vprnu 'ovc uh,u,ut r,xvv i,ub

 /tuckn o,guah vaauc hf o,utrc ',uchxv kt ovhbhg
     hpf 'ojur cahhku oezjk iuhfu 'cu,fv rchs vhbg o,gsa ukt ,usutu

rat wv ,guah ,t utru ucmhh,v utrh, ktw ochav vana tkv cu,fv thcna
ubhkg kyun ihgv aujc ,rfhb vguahv iht ihhsga ;t kg hf 'wouhv ofk vagh
vkhkju 'wv ,guahc urhfha sg iujyhccu vbuntc ezj,vku sngn ehzjvk
hcr e"vrv ka urntn icun runtv hp kg /ohsh iuhprn vtmu,f ath,vkn
rut ,t uc rrugk vfuz vbunt hbhbgc rcsn ostv ota 'g"hz ihrcten van
rnukf 'wrcst hf h,bntvw (h 'zye ohkv,) ch,fs tv tuv rcsk lnxu 'vbuntv

/vbuntv ,usut ohruchsv huchr ubhhv !rcst hf ?lfk ord vnu 'ihntvk h,hfz
jcznv ka una rhfznv tkt 'wv hure jcznva tk /kusd xb itf ubk vag v"cev
vhv vnjknv ,t ujmba vz hrv /"ubka xb tuv wv 'ouenv vaga xbv ,t rfuz
uk vtrba cmnc tmnb ost ohngpka 'kusd suxh ibhzj ohrcs hbv kfnu /xb lrsc
uca cmnvn ,tmk iput oua vtur ubhta rnukf ';ux oh ,ghre lhrm tuva
tc vz kg ';ux oh ,ghref vkdb xb lhrm tuva 'r,uhc vae tuv cmnvu 'tmnb
v"ceva gshk lhrm 'vzf cmnc ostv tmnb ot ukhpta 'ubsnku vausev vru,v

/;ux oh ,ghrec ukhptu 'iput kfc uvrzgku ukhmvk kufh w,h tuvu '"kufh kf"
'vxbrp uk ihtu 'vae cmnc ostv tmnb ota 'jkac ,arp ubsnkn sugu     
vz kg 'vue, oua uk ihta vtrb 'vxbrp uk vhvh ifhvn 'hrzg tch ihtn gsuh ubhtu
kfc 'sjtu sjt kf izk kufh v"ceva '"inv ,arp" ubsknu vausev vru,v tc

/ouenk ohjuka vcrvu '"kufh kf" w,h tuva 'vkdb xb iputc ukhptu 'tuva ouen
vtrb ovu 'ostv kg ohnev ohchut ah ota 'jkac ,arp ubsnkn sugu    
tc vz kg /,ucr ,urm uk ourdku 'u,ut ehzvku 'u,ut oudpk ojufc ahu 'ohruchdf
,urm kfn ostv khmvk ,kufhv uk ahu '"kufh kf" v"ceva 'ubsnknu vru,v
kufh w,h tuv v"cev ka ,kufhv ibhzj uz varpnu /ohxhb h"g ukhptu 'uhkg ,utcv
ostv ibuc,h otu 'vkusd vrmc ukhptu 'thva vrm kfnu 'thva cmn kfc ubruzgk

!tkpb euzhj uk vhvh z"g

""thv t,khn utk vbnzv - The Gemara says if one weaves a sdc for a ,n (ohfhrf,), but it has not been used yet for its purpose, hhct says the sdc is
vtbvc ruxt, because t,khn vbnzv and mere designation is enough to be considered as if the ,n was already wrapped in this garment and
consequently is vtbvc ruxt as all ,nv hfhrf, are. tcr holds the sdc is r,un because t,khn utk vbnzv and designation alone, is not enoughto
consider it ,nv hfhrf, and the garment is not vtbvc ruxt until you actually wrapped the ,n in it. tsxj wr says, both are necessary, vbnzv and a
vagn. One without the other is t,khn utk. Therefore, a bag that was made to hold ihkhp, (vbnzv), only if after the vbnzv was it actually used for
ihkhp,, would this bag be considered vause hahna, and ruxt to keep foreign items in it, like loose change?  [ub,bu v"s jn ;s]wxu,  learns that
even according to hhct that t,khn vbnzv, it would not work with designating it with ruchs alone, but one would have to be holding the item during
the ruchsc vbnzv. The  [wd 'c"n wx j"ut]g"ua  paskens like tsxj wr and says if one was "vhbnzt" a bag for ihkhp, and then put his ihkhp, in the bag,
only then is it prohibited to place money in it as well. If there was vbnzv but it hasn’t been used yet, or it was used for the ihkhp, but no vbnzv, it is
permissible to place money in it. The c"ban explains, since we pasken t,khn utk vbnzv, even if the ihkhp, bag was made for the ihkhp,, it is not
considered vause hahna, until actually used for the ihkhp, also.The c"ban adds that the "vhbnzt" of the rcjn could be with ruchs alone and
certainly if one took hold of the bag and then designated it (wxu,), it has the status of vause hahna,. The t"nr says if one stipulated from the outset
that he plans on keeping change or foreign items in his ihkhp, bag, he may do so.The c"ban points out that a ,hky bag is not considered hahna,
vause as a ,hky is not a vauseca rcs. The ,hky bag is considered vumn hahna, and consequently one may keep other items in this bag as
well. Even if the larger ,hky bag is used to store the ihkhp, bag in it, the ,hky bag would be classified as a ahna,s ahna, andr,un for all usage.

 [ws'c"n wx j"ut],ucua, hexp      brings a trcx that in our times that we put away our ihkhp, in covers (boxes) and then place it in the bag, the bag
becomes a ahna,s ahna, and it is permissible to keep other items in it. Others say, that since the,ugumr and knots are outside of the boxes, the
outer bag should be considered vause hahna, andruxt to store other items. The c"ban says one may not keep his siddur in a bag that is sjuhn
for his Tefillin. But ",ujnk iht" since people do this, it is as if it was stipulated vkhj,fk for this. In  [ruxt v"s]vfkv rutc  he brings in the name of
the ohrpt rga that any extra space in the bag that is not being used for storing the ihkhp,, may be used for kuj, which would permit using the
extra space in the bag, even according to those that point out that the ,ugumr and knots are outside of its boxes.The c"ban points out that a ihkhp,
bag may not be discarded, but is vzhbd lhrm.                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Avraham Reuven Hakohen Sofer zt”l (Yalkut Reuveni) would say:
     “wvgcdv atr ukg ruju irvt vanuw - Why was it necessary to have a team consisting of Moshe, Aharon, Yehoshua, and Chur
to fight Amalek? The first letters of the names ‘Aharon,’ ‘Chur,’ ‘Yehoshua,’ and ‘Moshe’ form the acronym for ‘achim’
(ohjt) - ‘brothers.’ Moshe’s call to the Jewish people was to act as brothers, live in brotherly harmony, and be united in the
study of Torah and observance of mitzvos. This would assure that Amalek would be unable to penetrate the Jewish camp.”

A Wise Man would say: “No person is your friend who demands your silence, or denies your right to grow.”                                                                         
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 (2) dn:uge ypanv ,uch,b (1)

 crv iutdv hbez ,nab hukhgk
 k"eumz inpuv xjbp crv ic ejmh

 yca wjc yhhmrvth
ohhjv rurmc vrurm u,nab tv,
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (25)
Question: Reuven and Shimon both live out of town. Shimon
told Reuven that was planning to drive to New York and
Reuven asked him if he can do him a favor and purchase an
item there for him, and also lay out the money. Shimon
graciously did so and on the drive back home, he stopped at a
rest area and locked the car. The car was broken into and the
item was stolen. Shimon wants Reuven to pay the purchase
price that he laid out for him and Reuven says he never received
the item so why should he pay? What is the din in such a case?
Answer: When Shimon purchased the item, he was zoche in it
for Reuven and it immediately became the property of Reuven
(1). As a result, Shimon remains a shomer chinam [unpaid
guardian] who is not responsible for theft and loss and can be
reimbursed. If, however, Shimon stopped at the rest area and left
the door to his car unlocked, he is considered negligent and would
not be able to claim the purchase price he laid out from Reuven.
Question: If the item that was purchased in New York was
something that Shimon had permission to use on his drive back,

      

such as a GPS or other such navigational device, and during the
time of usage, the car was broken into and the item was stolen, is
Shimon liable for the loss or can he claim the money he is owed?
Answer: Since Shimon was using the item before it was stolen,
he thereby becomes a shoel [a borrower] who is liable even for
unforeseen loss [oness], and therefore Shimon cannot make any
claim to be reimbursed from Reuven.
Vehicles in Other Areas of Halacha. Until this point, we have
discussed numerous laws of cars with regard to monetary matters
and dinei Torah, as explained in Choshen Mishpat. It is
interesting to note that there are many other areas of halacha in
other parts of the Shulchan Aruch, that pertain to cars and
vehicles. For example, in Orach Chaim, there are laws regarding
Tefillah and Shabbos. There are also laws that deal with making
berachos in a car or vehicle, as well as when eating in a car. In
Even Haezer, there are very relevant laws regarding Yichud
[prohibition of seclusion], and in Yoreh Deah, there are laws
regarding Ribbis. In the coming weeks, we will B’ezer Hashem
explain these halachos in greater detail.

   



  Chazal derive from this posuk the inyan of vumn rushv, that one should strive to perform every mitzvah in a beautiful way.
Simply put, this was said in a physical sense: one should wear a nice, clean tallis, write a Sefer Torah on quality parchment,
with beautiful and clear ksav, etc. (Shabbos 133b). However, the Brisker Rov zt”l adds another dimension here. He explains
that vumn rushv includes beautifying mitzvos in a spiritual sense as well, in other words by performing it in the most mehudar
way possible and making sure to fulfill every detail of its halachos, even those which are not cfgn. In addition, the Biur
Halachah (646:1) writes that being machmir for different shitos when performing mitzvos - that, too, is a form of vumn rushv.
   Even adding something small can greatly beautify a mitzvah. R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlita, Raavad of the Eidah HaChareidis,
writes that Rashi explains the posuk of "ohrmn .rtn ktrah hbc ukg ohanju" that four-fifths of the Jewish people died in Egypt
because they did not want to leave. This seems a bit extreme. Was their sin so great that they deserved the death penalty?
Answers R’ Moshe, a generation that saw tremendous miracles in Mitzrayim - giluy Shechinah ann - a lot more mesiras nefesh
was expected of them. He adds that the converse is also true. A generation such as ours, with the hester panim and nisyonos
that we have today - the value of every little act of mesiras nefesh for Torah and mitzvos is greatly inflated. In fact, the great R’
Chaim Vital zt”l writes that one small positive action that we do is equal to several mitzvos performed in earlier generations!
    Accordingly, every little bit that we can do to today to beautify mitzvos and make them more mehudar has a tremendous
impact in Shamayim. Now, of course, everyone has some mitzvah in their lives in which they can improve, whether it is
tefillah, tznius, shemiras halashon - whatever it may be. Let us make that mitzvah as beautiful as we can, by taking the time to
review its halachos and be just a bit more meticulous in its fulfillment. Such chizuk will truly go a long way.

    Klal Yisroel, during its travels through the hot and winding desert, was sustained by the heavenly, miraculous mann. The
posukim describe how each Friday morning, the regular portion of mann would be collected by the Jewish people, only to find
that it had doubled ,ca sucfk, for on the day of Shabbos itself, the day of rest, no mann descended. “And it shall be on the
sixth day that when they prepare what they will bring ... Moshe and Aharon said to the children of Israel, [In the] evening you
will know ... And [in the] morning, you shall see the glory of Hashem when He hears your complaints against Him...”
    Perhaps we can explain these posukim al pi drush, homiletically. Chazal teach us that Olam Hazeh is likened to erev
Shabbos while Olam Haba is compared to Shabbos. Hence, the well-known maxim, ",cac kfth ,ca crgc jrya hn".
    On that note the posuk then reads as follows: On the 6th day - Olam Hazeh - "ubhfvu haav ouhc vhvu" - prepare yourselves
with lrsk vshm for Shabbos - the next world. Hashem, in His infinite kindness, will measure every minute effort expended on
His behalf. Thus, it is possible that you will receive double - "vban vhvu". In addition, not only for the vagn ouhe will you be
rewarded, but even for the vag, ktu ca, each time you abstain from transgressing an aveira you we get rewarded.
   Then the posuk continues with a powerful idea. This world is cloaked in darkness and secrecy and yet we complain about it.
The truth is, though, that we don’t know what is truly good for us. Something may appear to us as being harsh, a gezeira or a
tzara, but in reality it is beneficial. Hence says the Torah: "recu ///crg" - when you get up to ohna it will be clear as day that all
your - ofh,bk,  - complaining, was in vain. Through this, the proper wv sucf will be revealed.
    Similarly, when Moshiach arrives, all past events will also become clear, and we will see that shcg cyk tbnjr shcgs vn kf.
All that Hashem does is good. Yehi ratzon that we are zoche to witness this very soon, wv ,rzgc.                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 iuahe kjb kt lhkt h,fanu
 /// trxhx ,t(z-s ohypua)

 /// uvbnnrtu hct hekt uvubtu hk-t vz(c-uy)

 uthch rat ,t ubhfvu haav ouhc vhvu
 /// ouh ouh uyekh rat kg vban vhvu(v-zy)

 /// vachc ohv lu,c ktrah hbc utchu /ohnv ugechu vcrjk ohv ,t oahu vkhkv kf vzg ohse jurc ohv ,t wv lkuhu(cf'tf-sh)
    The Medrash tells us that even after Hashem told the Jewish people to move forward and Moshe stretched his staff over
the water, the sea did not split. When did it finally split? After a single Jew name Nachshon ben Aminadav jumped into the
water without any deliberations except knowing that this was what Hashem wanted - it was this act that triggered the mighty
miracle of the Splitting of the Red Sea. Chazal teach that the same thing applies to a shidduch: To make a match, one must be
prepared to jump into the sea. It’s impossible to guarantee that any shidduch will work out. However, after doing one’s best,
he or she needs to have faith in Hashem that it will work, and then just jump into the water, at which point the sea will split.        
     When reports of the destruction of the Jewish community of Krakow reached Jerusalem in the early 1940’s, R’ Moshe
Mordechai Biderman zt”l was inconsolable. He wept over the bitter end of the city where he had spent many years of his
youth, and which he carried with love and longing in his heart until he was old. Jewish Krakow was filled with thousands of
chassidim and anshei maaseh (men of action), who formed a bridge to past generations, and R’ Moshe Mordechai, who since
the dawn of his childhood had always been thirsty to hear about the righteous people from past generations, enjoyed relating
stories and sayings from his youth. R’ Moshe Mordechai particularly loved to recount stories of Reb Mendel Kinsker, a very
old man, ninety years old or more at the time of R’ Moshe Mordechai’s youth, but his memory was fresh and retold pleasant
stories from ancient times that would flow from his mouth on various occasions.
    In one of the conversations with Reb Mendel, he told him a wonderful personal story. “I was an older man, and I didn’t do
well in matchmaking. I didn’t have any money either and in the meantime I was getting older. One of the shadchanim in the
city knocked on the door of a well-known gentleman, amongst the wealthiest men of Krakow, and proposed his daughter to
me. The rich man, to put it mildly, did not like the idea, and in return for the humiliating offer, kicked the matchmaker out of
his magnificent house. However, shidduchim, as we know, are from the Aibishter, and apparently in order for this match to
take place, the rich man had to lose all of his assets and become destitute. And you know what? This is what happened ...”
     Reb Mendel continued. “Very quickly the rich man lost his fortune in a difficult matter, and then the hard-working
matchmaker’s path was already paved. He didn’t work too hard, and the match was concluded. This is what is called, ‘Invei
Hagefen B’invei Hagefen’ - an expression for a good match being made. Two poor families matched with each other. I
became engaged to the daughter of the previously wealthy man, and the city of Krakow rejoiced and was happy.
    “The wedding day was approaching, and I thought to myself in sorrow, I am poor and wretched and I have nothing to go to
the wedding with. I received a good and modest bride as gift from Hashem, but she is also poor and has nothing but her dress.
A chosson and kallah need more. We need something special to come to our wedding with. What was left for me to do? I
stood in Beis Medrash, davening from the bottom of my heart and shedding tears like water. From there, I left and went to the
lottery booth and bought half a lottery ticket, since I didn’t have more money and could not afford to purchase a full ticket.
That’s okay, I thought. Even winning half a lottery is something. But then I was told by the lottery seller, that the way it works
at the time is that when a person buys half of a lottery, if his ticket wins the lottery, he is required to make an arrangement
with the one who buys the other half, and divide it equally with that person. I didn’t know who the other person was and I hoped
it wouldn’t be someone difficult. But either way, I could not think about that as I was busy with my wedding preparations.
     Reb Mendel smiled. “A few days passed, and I went to check the results of the lottery as I usually did, and I saw that I had
won! That is, half of the grand prize is mine, and it was a large amount. I became rich! Now I had to find out who my partner
was in this win, and then the unbelievable became clear to me. None other than my bride - she was the one who bought the
other half of my lottery ticket! Thus, a bride and groom who got engaged as poor and destitute, got married as extremely rich...”      
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 /// ypanu ej uk oa oa ohnv ue,nhu ohnv kt lkahu(vf-uy)
llllyyyynnnn: A simple tailor once invited the Sochatchover Rebbe,
R’ Avraham Borenstein zt”l (Avnei Nezer) to the bris of
his firstborn child, a baby born after fifteen years of waiting.
Although he almost never took up such invitations, the Avnei
Nezer surprised the tailor by agreeing to attend. When his
gabbai heard this, he was shocked. The Rebbe almost never
agreed to such requests, especially if it was far away. Here,
he not only agreed, but to that of a simple tailor. “Rebbe,” he
begged to know, “What makes his simcha so unique?”
   The Avnei Nezer replied: “This father made a great
Kiddush Hashem, the likes of which I’ve rarely witnessed,
and thus, I want to participate in this bris. You see, he told
me that after his wife had been barren for fifteen years,
Hashem, with His great mercy performed a miracle. This was

 

the first time someone told me that it was none other than
Hashem Who made the miracle! Generally, people say that it
was the Kotzker Rebbe or the Radziner Rebbe who
performed the miracle through their blessings - but not
Hashem. This father testified that it was Hashem Who was
bringing about the miracle - this is a true Kiddush Hashem!
Such a unique simcha - I want to participate!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Moshe Rabbeinu, the “Rebbe” of Klal Yisroel,
performed such novel miracles, yet Klal Yisroel at that time
saw it clearly as the “Hand of Hashem.” We too must
constantly remind ourselves how we are required to view all
the good we have as coming from Hashem. Not “the power
of my hand,” my wisdom, or any of the other explanations;
it’s all from Hashem. We must remember this even by the
miracles tzaddikim perform; they are also from Hashem, the
result of their Torah study, righteousness and tefillos to Him.

    In the Haftorah of Shabbos Shira, the Navi details the
“Shiras Devorah” - the unique shira sung by Klal
Yisroel in the aftermath of the battle between the Jewish
Nation (led by Barak ben Avinoam and the tribes of
Naftali and Zevulin) and the army of the Canaanite
General, Sisera. Interestingly, the Navi tells us that
Devorah HaNeviah relayed Hashem’s word to Barak as
follows: “I will draw Sisera, Yavin’s army commander,
with his chariots and his troops, toward you.” But
surely Sisera intended to go out to battle either way.
Why did Hashem need to force Sisera to engage?
   The Radak, Rabbeinu David Kimchi zt”l explains
that Sisera’s astrologists saw that while he would engage

in battle with the Jewish people, his zodiac sign would
not leave the battlefield. General Sisera understood this
to mean that he would die in battle. As such, he wanted
to avoid the war at all costs. However, just as Pharoah
did not truly want to keep the Jews in Egypt or chase
after them to the Yam Suf but Hashem hardened his heart
to make him do it nonetheless, so too, here Hashem
“drew out” the heart of Sisera and convinced him to go
out to war despite his better judgment.
   Often, we view hard events in our life as an
impediment to our life plan, yet it is important to
remember that those events may very well be our life
plan - orchestrated by the master planner Himself.
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