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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (25)
Question: Reuven and Shimon both live out of town. Shimon
told Reuven that was planning to drive to New York and
Reuven asked him if he can do him a favor and purchase an
item there for him, and also lay out the money. Shimon
graciously did so and on the drive back home, he stopped at a
rest area and locked the car. The car was broken into and the
item was stolen. Shimon wants Reuven to pay the purchase
price that he laid out for him and Reuven says he never received
the item so why should he pay? What is the din in such a case?
Answer: When Shimon purchased the item, he was zoche in it
for Reuven and it immediately became the property of Reuven
. As a result, Shimon remains a shomer chinam [unpaid
guardian] who is not responsible for theft and loss and can be
reimbursed. If, however, Shimon stopped at the rest area and left
the door to his car unlocked, he is considered negligent and would
not be able to claim the purchase price he laid out from Reuven.
Question: If the item that was purchased in New York was
something that Shimon had permission to use on his drive bac
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such as a GPS or other such navigational device, and during the
time of usage, the car was broken into and the item was stolen, is
Shimon liable for the loss or can he claim the money he is owed?
Answer: Since Shimon was using the item before it was stolen,
he thereby becomes a shoel [a borrower] who is liable even for
unforeseen loss [oness], and therefore Shimon cannot make any
claim to be reimbursed from Reuven.

Vehicles in Other Areas of Halacha. Until this point, we have
discussed numerous laws of cars with regard to monetary matters
and dinei Torah, as explained in Choshen Mishpat. It is
interesting to note that there are many other areas of halacha in
other parts of the Shulchan Aruch, that pertain to cars and
vehicles. For example, in Orach Chaim, there are laws regarding
Tefillah and Shabbos. There are also laws that deal with making
berachos in a car or vehicle, as well as when eating in a car. In
Even Haezer, there are very relevant laws regarding Yichud
[prohibition of seclusion], and in Yoreh Deah, there are laws
regarding Ribbis. In the coming weeks, we will B’ezer Hashem

explain these halachos in greater detail.
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"xen NP5 NS M- The Gemara says if one weaves a 1xa for a mw (oo1om), but it has not been used yet for its purpose, »ax says the T is
NN MON, because Nn> Ny and mere designation is enough to be considered as if the mn was already wrapped in this garment and
consequently is Mxana Mo as all mn y>»om are. 827 holds the T is A because xn> W Ny and designation alone, is not enoughto
consider it i »>»1om and the garment is not mxona o until you actually wrapped the mnin it. 70N says, both are necessary, Ny and a
nwyn. One without the other is an» wo. Therefore, a bag that was made to hold yo»an (naxv), only if after the nyxn was it actually used for
yoan, would this bag be considered nentp »wmwn and nox to keep foreign items in it, like loose change? "o [ 77 N1 7] leams that
even according to »ax that xnbma nyawn, it would not work with designating it with 12> alone, but one would have to be holding the item during
the 712 N, The ¥ [ 20 "o ] paskens like x1on ™ and says if one was "mya” a bag for poam and then put his y»anin the bag,
only then is it prohibited to place money in it as well. If there was nyawn but it hasn't been used yet, or it was used for the yan but no naxn, it is
permissible to place money in it. The 2" explains, since we pasken xnom wo Ny, even if the poran bag was made for the yoram, itis not
considered nwyTi *ernwn until actually used for the p»an also.The 2w adds that the "myaw” of the 1arm could be with 172> alone and
certainly if one took hold of the bag and then designated it (ow), it has the status of neti »emmem. The &'nn says if one stipulated from the outset
that he plans on keeping change or foreign items in his y>on bag, he may do so.The 2w points out that a b bag is not considered semwn
NP as a Moo is not a NenTpaw 1. The b bag is considered mxn senwn and consequently one may keep other items in this bag as
well. Even if the larger 150 bag is used to store the y>»an bag in it, the 150 bag would be classified as a vwwnT wnwn and~rn for all usage.

NN %poa [7,2 "o N brings a x1aw that in our times that we put away our p>an in covers (boxes) and then place it in the bag, the bag
becomes a wmwnt wwnand it is permissible to keep other items in it. Others say, that since themmyx and knots are outside of the boxes, the
outer bag should be considered nwyTi »wmwn andwo to store other items. The 2w says one may not keep his siddurin a bag that is 1hn»
for his Tefillin. But "mmb yx” since people do this, itis as if it was stipulated n>nnab for this. In 51995 9a [wox 111 he brings in the name of
the oanx qyw that any extra space in the bag that is not being used for storing the y>am, may be used for 51, which would permit using the
extra space in the bag, even according to those that point out that the sy~ and knots are outside of its boxes. The 2"y points out that a poan

bag may not be discarded, but is nva . j?:’N n’n Nl‘n

(2) MIyp vaVHN MM (1) ‘

R’ Avraham Reuven Hakohen Sofer z¢’l (Yalkut Reuveni) would say:

Ny YN DY M INR NwnY - Why was it necessary to have a team consisting of Moshe, Aharon, Yehoshua, and Chur
to fight Amalek? The first letters of the names ‘Aharon,” ‘Chur,” “Yehoshua,” and ‘Moshe’ form the acronym for ‘achim’
(onN) - ‘brothers.” Moshe’s call to the Jewish people was to act as brothers, live in brotherly harmony, and be united in the
study of Torah and observance of mitzvos. This would assure that Amalek would be unable to penetrate the Jewish camp.”

A Wise Man would say: “No person is your friend who demands your silence, or denies your right to grow.”
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The Medrash tells us that even after Hashem told the Jewish people to move forward and Moshe stretched his staff over
the water, the sea did not split. When did it finally split? After a single Jew name Nachshon ben Aminadav jumped into the
water without any deliberations except knowing that this was what Hashem wanted - it was this act that triggered the mighty
miracle of the Splitting of the Red Sea. Chazal teach that the same thing applies to a shidduch: To make a match, one must be
prepared to jump into the sea. It’s impossible to guarantee that any shidduch will work out. However, after doing one’s best,
he or she needs to have faith in Hashem that it will work, and then just jump into the water, at which point the sea will split.

When reports of the destruction of the Jewish community of Krakow reached Jerusalem in the early 1940’s, R’ Moshe
Mordechai Biderman z#’ was inconsolable. He wept over the bitter end of the city where he had spent many years of his
youth, and which he carried with love and longing in his heart until he was old. Jewish Krakow was filled with thousands of
chassidim and anshei maaseh (men of action), who formed a bridge to past generations, and R> Moshe Mordechai, who since
the dawn of his childhood had always been thirsty to hear about the righteous people from past generations, enjoyed relating
stories and sayings from his youth. R” Moshe Mordechai particularly loved to recount stories of Reb Mendel Kinsker, a very
old man, ninety years old or more at the time of R* Moshe Mordechai’s youth, but his memory was fresh and retold pleasant
stories from ancient times that would flow from his mouth on various occasions.

In one of the conversations with Reb Mendel, he told him a wonderful personal story. “I was an older man, and I didn’t do
well in matchmaking. I didn’t have any money either and in the meantime I was getting older. One of the shadchanim in the
city knocked on the door of a well-known gentleman, amongst the wealthiest men of Krakow, and proposed his daughter to
me. The rich man, to put it mildly, did not like the idea, and in return for the humiliating offer, kicked the matchmaker out of
his magnificent house. However, shidduchim, as we know, are from the Aibishter, and apparently in order for this match to
take place, the rich man had to lose all of his assets and become destitute. And you know what? This is what happened ...”

Reb Mendel continued. “Very quickly the rich man lost his fortune in a difficult matter, and then the hard-working
matchmaker’s path was already paved. He didn’t work too hard, and the match was concluded. This is what is called, ‘Invei
Hagefen B’invei Hagefen’ - an expression for a good match being made. Two poor families matched with each other. I
became engaged to the daughter of the previously wealthy man, and the city of Krakow rejoiced and was happy.

“The wedding day was approaching, and I thought to myself in sorrow, I am poor and wretched and I have nothing to go to
the wedding with. I received a good and modest bride as gift from Hashem, but she is also poor and has nothing but her dress.
A chosson and kallah need more. We need something special to come to our wedding with. What was left for me to do? I
stood in Beis Medrash, davening from the bottom of my heart and shedding tears like water. From there, I left and went to the
lottery booth and bought half a lottery ticket, since I didn’t have more money and could not afford to purchase a full ticket.
That’s okay, I thought. Even winning half a lottery is something. But then I was told by the lottery seller, that the way it works
at the time is that when a person buys half of a lottery, if his ticket wins the lottery, he is required to make an arrangement
with the one who buys the other half, and divide it equally with that person. I didn’t know who the other person was and I hoped

it wouldn’t be someone difficult. But either way, I could not think about that as I was busy with my wedding preparations.
Reb Mendel smiled. “A few days passed, and I went to check the results of the lottery as I usually did, and I saw that I had
won! That is, half of the grand prize is mine, and it was a large amount. I became rich! Now I had to find out who my partner

was in this win, and then the unbelievable became clear to me. None other than my bride - she was the one who bought the Y

other half of my lottery ticket! Thus, a bride and groom who got engaged as poor and destitute, got.married as extremely rich...”
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In the Haftorah of Shabbos Shira, the Navi details the

“Shiras Devorah” - the unique shira sung by Klal
Yisroel in the aftermath of the battle between the Jewish
Nation (led by Barak ben Avinoam and the tribes of
Naftali and Zevulin) and the army of the Canaanite
General, Sisera. Interestingly, the Navi tells us that
Devorah HaNeviah relayed Hashem’s word to Barak as
follows: “I will draw Sisera, Yavin's army commander,
with his chariots and his troops, toward you.” But
surely Sisera intended to go out to battle either way.
Why did Hashem need to force Sisera to engage?

The Radak, Rabbeinu David Kimchi z¢”I explains
that Sisera’s astrologists saw that while he would engage

arveaINGAnLEs oz wizmay TVITADT DY) 72X TN

in battle with the Jewish people, his zodiac sign would
not leave the battlefield. General Sisera understood this

to mean that he would die in battle. As such, he wanted |

to avoid the war at all costs. However, just as Pharoah
did not truly want to keep the Jews in Egypt or chase
after them to the Yam Suf but Hashem hardened his heart
to make him do it nonetheless, so too, here Hashem
“drew out” the heart of Sisera and convinced him to go
out to war despite his better judgment.

Often, we view hard events in our life as an
impediment to our life plan, yet it is important to
remember that those events may very well be our life
plan - orchestrated by the master planner Himself.

ﬁ‘:‘é:»’ v,,’“’ 7

N2 N DN 2O W ora M

(F-1) ..o BT BT WS N O My =7n n:wnﬂ

Kial Yisroel, during its travels through the hot and winding desert, was sustained by the heavenly, miraculous mann. The

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, posukim describe how each Friday morning, the regular portion of mann would be collected by the Jewish people, only to find

that it had doubled naw T25%, for on the day of Shabbos itself, the day of rest, no mann descended. “And it shall be on the

RYih sixth day that when they prepare what they will bring ... Moshe and Aharon said to the children of Israel, [In the] evening you

will know ... And [in the] morning, you shall see the glory of Hashem when He hears your complaints against Him...”
Perhaps we can explain these posukim al pi drush, homiletically. Chazal teach us that Olam Hazeh is likened to erev

. Shabbos while Olam Haba is compared to Shabbos. Hence, the well-known maxim, "n2w2 598 nav 29921 N0w %"

On that note the posuk then reads as follows: On the 6th day - Olam Hazeh - "2 »¥wn 0»2 v - prepare yourselves

with 7715 NN for Shabbos - the next world. Hashem, in His infinite kindness, will measure every minute effort expended on
o | His behalf. Thus, it is possible that you will receive double - "mwn mm". In addition, not only for the nwyn ovp will you be
"C, rewarded, but even for the nwyn Y 2w, each time you abstain from transgressing an aveira you we get rewarded.

Then the posuk continues with a powerful idea. This world is cloaked in darkness and secrecy and yet we complain about it.

%] The truth is, though, that we don’t know what is truly good for us. Something may appear to us as being harsh, a gezeira or a

tzara, but in reality it is beneficial. Hence says the Torah: "{72)..27y" - when you get up to v it will be clear as day that all

R your - 021N - complaining, was in vain. Through this, the proper 'n 125 will be revealed.

Similarly, when Moshiach arrives, all past events will also become clear, and we will see that T2y 205 Xy)NY TAYT I D.

rt,“"" All that Hashem does is good. Yehi ratzon that we are zoche to witness this very soon, N n#ya.

the first time someone told me that it was none other than
Hashem Who made the miracle! Generally, people say that it
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Ywn: A simple tailor once invited the Sochatchover Rebbe,
R’ Avraham Borenstein z¢”’l (Avnei Nezer) to the bris of

X| his firstborn child, a baby born after fifteen years of waiting.

Although he almost never took up such invitations, the Avnei

(t Nezer surprised the tailor by agreeing to attend. When his

gabbai heard this, he was shocked. The Rebbe almost never

| agreed to such requests, especially if it was far away. Here,

he not only agreed, but to that of a simple tailor. “Rebbe,” he

& begged to know, “What makes his simcha so unique?”’

The Avnei Nezer replied: “This father made a great

3 : Kiddush Hashem, the likes of which I've rarely witnessed,
m‘ %] and thus, [ want to participate in this bris. You see, he told

me that after his wife had been barren for fifteen years,

was the Kotzker Rebbe or the Radziner Rebbe who
performed the miracle through their blessings - but not
Hashem. This father testified that it was Hashem Who was
bringing about the miracle - this is a true Kiddush Hashem!
Such a unique simcha - I want to participate!”

Yon3: Moshe Rabbeinu, the “Rebbe” of Klal Yisroel,
performed such novel miracles, yet Klal Yisroel at that time
saw it clearly as the “Hand of Hashem.” We too must
constantly remind ourselves how we are required to view all
the good we have as coming from Hashem. Not “the power
of my hand,” my wisdom, or any of the other explanations;
it’s all from Hashem. We must remember this even by the
miracles rzaddikim perform; they are also from Hashem, the

"C, Hashem, with His great mercy performed a miracle. This was

result of their Torah study, righteousness and tefillos to Him.
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TO LEARN AND TO ENJOY BY R MOSHEGELB 666 ¢ ws:’1

Chazal derive from this posuk the inyan of mxn M, that one should strive to perform every mitzvah in a beautiful way.

&'| Simply put, this was said in a physical sense: one should wear a nice, clean tallis, write a Sefer Torah on quality parchment,
. | with beautiful and clear ksav, etc. (Shabbos 133b). However, the Brisker Rov z#”’l adds another dimension here. He explains
5 | that mNN "N includes beautifying mitzvos in a spiritual sense as well, in other words by performing it in the most mehudar
5] way possible and making sure to fulfill every detail of its halachos, even those which are not 20yn. In addition, the Biur

Halachah (646:1) writes that being machmir for different shitos when performing mitzvos - that, too, is a form of M PN.
Even adding something small can greatly beautify a mitzvah. R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlita, Raavad of the Eidah HaChareidis,

<& | writes that Rashi explains the posuk of "DMNN ¥ WD SN 11 Wy owpny' that four-fifths of the Jewish people died in Egypt
A% because they did not want to leave. This seems a bit extreme. Was their sin so great that they deserved the death penalty?

Answers R’ Moshe, a generation that saw tremendous miracles in Mitzrayim - giluy Shechinah wnn - a lot more mesiras nefesh

| ‘rt,"“ was expected of them. He adds that the converse is also true. A generation such as ours, with the hester panim and nisyonos
g _| that we have today - the value of every little act of mesiras nefesh for Torah and mitzvos is greatly inflated. In fact, the great R’
*| Chaim Vital z# writes that one small positive action that we do is equal to several mitzvos performed in earlier generations!

Accordingly, every little bit that we can do to today to beautify mitzvos and make them more mehudar has a tremendous

¢ impact in Shamayim. Now, of course, everyone has some mitzvah in their lives in which they can improve, whether it is
R¥uw| tefillah, tznius, shemiras halashon - whatever it may be. Let us make that mitzvah as beautiful as we can, by taking the time to

review its halachos and be just a bit more meticulous in its fulfillment. Such chizuk will truly go a long way.




