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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Adar and the Yom Tov of Purim (2)
Matanos L’evyonim: Nature of the Mitzvah. The Ritva (1) and
Levush () say that the mitzvah of Matanos I'evyonim is not just a
mitzvah of giving on Purim, but rather a mitzvah of bringing joy to
the recipient. The Levush even adds, “joy on Purim.” Thus, we
see that the thrust of this mifzvah is not so much the act of the giver
but rather the joy of the receiver. This means that the laws of the
mitzvah might not be identical to the regular laws of charity. The
following halachos give an understanding of the mitzvah.

1) The Mishna Berura ) writes that what is given should be fit
to benefit a person on the very day of Purim, whether it is food
or money. Today we have a service called, “Donors Fund”
where one can give out prefilled checks which saves the trouble
of writing out checks, lost receipts, sloppy accounting, and also
minimizes the chances of fraud. However, the recipient still has
to submit the prefilled checks till all is checked out and recorded
and only then he gets his money, and possibly loses 2% on the
transaction. One should not rely on this to fulfill the mitzvah.

ST WYND 1O

One could use it for extra giving after having fulfilled the
mitzvah. This year, Purim is on Sunday when banks are closed,
and one might live in a place where third party checks are not
taken by stores, and there is no usage for the check till Monday.
2) Rav Elyashiv z2”l @) says that even the words of the M.B.
that food or money suffices, might not hold true nowadays. In the
olden days, a poor person would get joy from a donation of food.
Nowadays, B’ezras Hashem, food is often not a problem in the
house and money is the only thing that brings people joy, even
when it might come in handy enough to deem it tzedakah.

3) The Mishna (Avos 3:15) regarding tzedakah tells us that
everything is judged according to the amount of action. The
Rambam (5)explains that it is better to give ten donations of $10,
than one donation of $100. The reason is because that way, the
many acts of generosity work more on the character refinement
of the giver, more than one big donation. This is true by regular
tzedaka, but in a situation where $10 hardly brings any joy to the
recipient, it might be better to give two donations of fifty dollars.
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"rNen mN e s N’ - The Mishnah says if someone sees people running in ' his field in order to be now a mox, and he says my field
should be nmp this mxox for me, it is i for him. The Gemara elaborates that although we have a rule, "y xow o I o Sw s, this
is only regarding a mnnwnn axn. If itis a mnnwn Ny axn, he must be standing next to the field for it to be v for him. The o1 paskens
[ » nbw 9N that if he wants his srwnmnwn nvxw <xn to be o for him he must be "n1w 7xa 1", and say ">1w %5 nnov', and its now for him.

YU says [2] that "mvown ¥ X9 P own N I8N, acquiring objects with one’s 1xn is an extension of the -1 of -» but it is no worse
than a wbw either. The w9 leamns that a mwmnwin axn works mindw oywvn and just like one may appoint a mbw and not be near him when he
completes his mnow, a mnnwinn axn will be np for its owner even if he’s not standing next to it. However, a nnein nww 80 can't work
Mo oyovn because »1no P that one wouldn't want his belongings with a o that doesn’t watch them, consequently a nnwn NN 8N,
works only - oyon. Therefore, just like your - is always near you, so too must the nmwin bya be next to his field if it's nnwn n»N.

The v'»13 when accepting man m>wn, would wait for the ym to put it on his table and then say " xn9 s, Assumingly, he considered his
(open) house mnwn Ny and like above mentioned o"a; in this case one must also say explicitly that he wants his xn to be v for him.

The qwn nnan (1] brings the Gemara [] that we leamn from the fact that by a 23 it says "Nsyn xyan”, that a 23 who doesn't steal with his
hands but with Y9971 ypxn 1, is also 995 270 like any 3. He quotes the nsapn nosw that only when frying to be nnp a mxoxn from Apan,
does one need his 2xn to be wanwn (or stand next to it). This is because by ~pan there is a rule, "navy ompn Y. But regarding being nmp a
™, since it is being given only to him, x>0 his axn is considered mnnwn. If so, Klers the n'nan, maybe by a 23, since no one else wants
this stolen item, it should have the same Y7 as by a mamn and not need to be mmnwin for him to be considered a 207? He says, "pono v,

The n9va N [1 7' 7] quotes the onmax ym who brings in the name of the fmax;, that if one finds a Mo in the 30 of a nEdN ™2
(orin the v oM itself), he may keep it because 1 is » oy My and we pasken, "o 7PN P PN, The mup [ '] asks on the A from our
Gemara that axn is mvown v N9 and if so the ~xn of the shul should at least be considered a mbw of the shuf? Furthermore, shouldn't we
consider it a yamw v ~xn (members), where - works, and all the members should split it? w"»y. Rav Moshe paskens ['» w3 '0 7'n 7'
based on the above n1i, that if one finds money in a waman 1 that has no determining y»o, he may keep the money because wpnd .
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R’ Moshe Sofer (Schreiber) z¢£”’l (Chasam Sofer) would say:

“NYUN 9 DY TP IWUNR NTYN 1DWN PWNN OINPI NON' - Chazal tell us that if Moshe Rabbeinu would not have sinned with
his mouth by the Mei Merivah, he would have been allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel, and would have built the Bais
HaMikdash. Had he done that, it could have never been destroyed. We see, therefore, that in a way, the 'nwn 9" was an
indirect cause of the destruction of the Mikdash. This is alluded to in the posuk here where it says ‘Mishkan’ 2 times,
alluding to the two churbanos of the Bais HaMikdash - 'nwn >3 2y 799 9wN' - that came about by the mouth of Moshe.”

A WiseMan would say: “We’re not humans having a spiritual experience, we're spiritual beings having a human experience.”
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M. Yaakov (Jack) Garfein was involved in Holocaust education and remembrance throughout his lifetime,
discussing his experiences in stories, speeches, newspaper articles, and public events, until he passed away in 2019 at the
age of 89. He had survived eleven concentration camps, including Auschwitz, camps in Riese (Silesia), Flossenburg,
Buchenwald, and Bergen-Belsen. He was eventually liberated from Bergen-Belsen on April 15, 1945, by the British
Army. Yaakov’s father, mother, and sister, along with many other relatives, all perished in the Holocaust.

One of the most amazing stories he would recount, was of how he survived as a young boy due to the sensitivity of an old
Jew he had never met before. Yaakov was only thirteen-years old when he was deported to Auschwitz in 1944 together
with his mother, sister and an entire transport of Hungarian Jews. As the men were separated from the women and children
upon arrival on the platform, Yaakov was clinging to his mother’s skirt. Suddenly, he felt his mother’s hand tearing him away
from her and pushing him in the direction of the men’s column. Yaakov ran back to his mother, pleading with her to let him
stay with her. His mother had a strange look in her eyes that he had never seen before. She did not look at him; her glance
was fixed far away on the distant glow of the chimneys. Her teeth were clenched and she looked as if she was holding
back her tears, but Yaakov was not sure. Yaakov tried again to plead with her. Once more her firm hand pushed him away.

Feeling betrayed and abandoned by his beloved mother, Yaakov, with tears in his eyes, was pushed into a stream of
men and boys amidst dogs and S.S. guards that carried him in an unknown direction. Bewildered and afraid, Yaakov let
the mass of humanity pull him along, until they were ordered to form single file lines and wait for instructions.

Yaakov stood on the line shivering. “Bochur,” he suddenly heard a soft voice with a distinct Polish-Yiddish accent behind
him. “You are next on line. Stretch yourself out as tall as you can.” Yaakov didn’t understand but there was no time left.

“How old are you?”” Yaakov now heard the harsh, clipped voice of the Nazi standing at the podium.

“Sixteen,” said a voice from behind him, before he could even open his mouth.

“What is your occupation, young boy?” The questioning continued.

Before he had a chance to reply “student,” the voice of the Polish Jew behind him hastily replied, “Your honor, he is
my apprentice. The two of us are among the world’s greatest mosaic artists.” Yaakov turned his head, and only then, for
the first time in his life, did he see the face of the Polish Jew; his big, deep-set eyes, his white, stubby beard, and his long,
delicate, almost transparent fingers. “His fingers must have turned thousands of Gemara pages,” thought Yaakov when he
saw those exquisite hands. The monster, Mengele, lifted his glove-clad hand and motioned to the right.

Yaakov’s face was burning with insult and shame. He was not an apprentice to a mosaic artist; he did not even know
what the word mosaic meant. He was a student, a yeshiva bochur. And he had never seen that man before in his life. He
turned back to complain to the Polish Jew, but the man was gone, lost in the crowd. Yaakov tried to go back to the nice,
elegant man on the podium to tell him that he had been party to a lie and to ask for his forgiveness. But as he was trying to
push his way against the streaming mob of men, a Kapo began yelling at him, ordering him to turn back.

All that night Yaakov searched for the old Polish Jew with the white beard. All the men had been shaven, all were bald,
all were wearing striped camp uniforms, but Yaakov was sure that he would recognize the man’s voice and his long
delicate fingers. For months, during his stay at Auschwitz, Yaakov searched in vain for the old man, wishing to thank him
for saving his life on the selection line. Unfortunately, he never saw him ever again.

In his many speeches, Yaakov said he would have died if not for the old Polish Jew. He believed that the “Mosaic |

Artist” who had saved his life was none other than Elivahu Hanavi. (Adapted from Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust, by Yaffa Eliach)
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In the Haftorah we read of how the two ©>72 (staves) from
the Aron, “Were so long that the ends of the staves were seen
from the holy place, but they could not be seen outside.”
Chazal (Menachos 98a) say that contrary to those who
question whether the staves touched the paroches or not, the
Navi specifies that they were so long that they did in fact
push out the paroches curtain somewhat, although the staves
themselves couldn’t actually be seen from the outside.

R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch z¢”’l (Zichron Eliyahu) offers a
brilliant deduction and notes that the role of a Talmid
Chacham is comparable to that of the holy Aron which was
separated between the Kodesh and Kodesh HaKedoshim -
the Holy of Holies. Just as the Aron was hidden from view,

M 2%727 19°N™ A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
Sy HAFTORAH BY AN UNEQUALLED HISTORIAN

but its reach protruded just enough to “bulge out” the paroches
thereby allowing its presence to influence Klal Yisroel
positively, a Talmid Chacham must serve as the intermediary
between Hashem and his children and make himself humble
and insignificant, while at the same time allow his presence to
tower over Klal Yisroel and influence them positively.

As true Torah Jews, we continuously strive for greatness,
and although Chazal (Sukkah 52a) teach us: 1anm 5H1n 95"
"N SYT Y - as one grows greater and greater in Torah,
more and more is expected of him and he will face more
difficult challenges, nevertheless we endeavor to reach the
highest levels of spirituality - for without such a lofty
ambition. our lives have little to no meaning
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These words are repeated numerous times in the parsha. Betzalel and Oholiyav built the Mishkan, and created all its

"C, components exactly as Hashem instructed Moshe. The Yerushalmi in Berachos notes that it says "n M 9WN2" eighteen

times in the parsha, corresponding to the eighteen berachos of the Amidah. (There is one more time where it states a

AEH slightly different expression: "Wy 12’1 My AWK" - which is referring to the beracha of "D»won".)

What is the connection between these words and our tefillos, aside from the number 18?
Perhaps the machshava may be as follows. As we daven and pray for our myriad needs, we must beseech Hashem to
bestow these blessings upon us so that we can serve him better. We require parnassa and sustenance to be able to give

"G tzedakah. We require chochmah to use for our dedication to Torah and mitzvos. Of course, we need forgiveness, geula,
i 3| health, etc, etc. Every Yid needs all of these things. As the Zaida (Baal Machsheves Halev) would often quote the
words: "TynY ... ©»N> M. Grant us life; not only for our own purposes, but "Tayn’", to better serve you!

The Baal HaTurim writes that the total amount of words in the parsha describing absolute adherence to Hashem’s

o | commands to Moshe Rabbeinu, is 113. This number is also the total amount of words at the end of each of the berachos of
Y&l shemona esrei. He says that these correspond to the 113 times it says "15" in the Torah. Because tefillah needs kavonas

halev. Perhaps it should also serve as a reminder that our hearts should be constantly beating to the rthythm of "n my 9wNo".

= Our tefillos should always be altruistic, not solely with our personal needs in mind, but rather y8v5 M nM MwY>.

And finally, just as the Mishkan, the place of Nn»>wn NN, came to existence with these pure intentions, so too, may

rt“,“"" our homes mirror this concept. This will enable the n»ow to dwell in our homes, showering us with untold beracha ©"v.
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4% rwo: The Satmar Rebbe, R* Yoel Teitelbaum z1”l, was

known for his love and sincere care for each and every Jew.

X Once, he was approached by a genuine looking Jew who told

him a tale of woe how his wife had become seriously ill, in

(t addition to his children being handicapped. He now had huge
o% | medical expenses and was crumbling under the pressures.

The Rebbe listened intensely with tears streaming from his

o .| eyes. He took all the money in his possession and gave it to
&'| the petitioner. However, he did not stop there. He asked the
5| Rebbetzin to lend him all the money she had available and

also borrowed from other people who were then in the house.
At a later point, when his main attendant, R” Yossel

A l Ashkenazi, arrived at the Rebbe’s house and heard the story,

“this man deceived you. He is a well-known trickster; his
wife and children are perfectly healthy!”

The Rebbe listened until he finished, and suddenly his

pained expression gave way to one of great joy. “Oy, Baruch
Hashem! 1 am so glad to hear that his wife and children are
healthy,” he cried out. “I was so worried for them. Thank
you, Aibishter, for this chessed!”
Ywn3: Throughout the Parshiyos of Vayakhel and Pekudei,
Moshe Rabbeinu describes the commandment of contributing
to the Mishkan as “Nedivas HaLeiv,” a contribution from the
heart. Hence, it is an appropriate time for us to examine the
nature of the mitzvah of tzedakah and the role of the heart.
Real and sincere charity comes from the heart of an
individual. It doesn’t make a difference if the money is
attributed to his own honor or fame - the main thing is to get
the mission accomplished and give the izedakah.

3 "C, he let out a huge sigh of frustration. “Rebbe,” he exclaimed,
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We have now begun the month of Adar Sheni, and let the simcha roll! It is the time to be really happy! Even if we were

: happy before, Chazal tell us that now we must INCREASE our simcha! So, what are we doing about that? How are we going
¥ | about it? Well, let’s start by thinking about what it is that makes us unhappy. What can we do to avoid that feeling?

There is a famous story about a water carrier who was quite elderly and not in the best of health. Day after day, he trudged

"c, 5] along carrying water pails for the townspeople. He woke up one morning and said, “Oh Hashem, how long can I continue

schlepping these heavy pails of water? I am way too old for this. I am not a well person and I think it is unfair that a man my

»“ ;‘T:} age with my health problems should have to do such a physically taxing job. Woe is to me that this is my lot.”

The next morning, the water carrier woke up again and this time, he thought to himself, “Wow, Baruch Hashem, I am alive.

Rk Although I may be old and sick, I am still capable of supporting myself! I am so fortunate that I do not have to come onto

anyone for money. I can do so much chessed with my job, bringing water to all the people in my town. I am so blessed. Thank

| "’C,‘T“' you Hashem for giving me the strength to be a water carrier!”

What changed? Nothing! But everything changed, because he changed his attitude about his situation. What an amazing

”' ¥ discovery! What makes us happy or unhappy? It is not the situation that we are in, but rather, it is how we perceive the situation
,“ % | we are in. Gratitude is a combination of two words ... a great attitude! This is what we need if we want to be happy people.

In life we do not choose our circumstances. We have no power over the things that will happen to us throughout the day.

i %] But we do have the freedom to choose our reaction. Our response to the circumstances we are in determine the attitude we take

in life. If we make the correct choice enough times in our lives, then we can create a positive attitude and a happy life.




