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Selected Relevant Halachos For Chag HaPesach.

Haggadah: Talmud Torah. The Yom Tov of Pesach is upon us
and it is appropriate to discuss the mitzvah of "DNN MY NPU",
which is similar to the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. It might even
be part of Talmud Torah and some (1) say that the reason why
we don’t make a beracha on "Wov" is because the Birchas
HaTorah we said in the morning exempts it. In other words,
there is a mitzvah of Talmud Torah which can be fulfilled the
whole year by any topic one learns or teaches, but on this night
the mitzvah is to learn and teach the topic of D8N TN,
The Mitzvah of Haggadah and its Details. This mitzvah is
learned from ) "~ ©»a 7935 nTM” and obligates one to tell his
son about D) TN on Pesach night(s). Chazal 3) learn from
other sources that this mitzvah is not only to a son but to anyone
else who might be present. Even if one is alone, as some may be
during the ongoing health crisis in the world, he must “tell
himself” by reciting the Haggadah. The mitzvah includes:

1) Praising Hashem and thanking Him for the miracles and the
freedom @, which we fulfill by saying Hallel, Nishmas,
Hallel Hagadol etc. towards the end of the Seder.

2) Having matza and maror in front of us when we say the
story so we can explain the mirzvos fulfilled that night.

3) Saying it with such feeling as if we are from those who
actually left Mitzrayim (5). (Indeed, we are beneficiaries of
those miracles with the freedom and the Torah that we have
as a result of those miracles, as explained in the Haggadah.)

4) Saying the Haggadah in a question-answer format as it was
originally composed by the Baal Haggadah ).

5) Saying all the details of our exodus and comparing our holy
and dignified situation to the low status we were in before the
miracles. This is known as, "nawa o»om nx SN0’ 7).
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Learning the Laws of Pesach. The Mechilta at the end of
Parshas Bo, from whence the Poskim infer that learning the laws
of Pesach is also a fulfillment of the mitzvah of "> D",
From this, the Shulchan Aruch writes (Nxon n"w) that even
after the Seder is concluded, one should continue to talk about
the miracles and learn Hilchos Pesach.
Ladies. Jewish women and girls are also obligated in this
mitzvah (just as they are in the other mitzvos of the night: matza,
maror and Hallel.) Therefore, they should say the main parts of
the Haggadah, like the paragraph "wn o12y", the Ten Makkos,
and from "y 0 o091 12" till the drinking of the fourth cup.
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The Gemara tells us that while ssnv 92 ywnw 37 and his son ™
wyon were hiding from the Romans in a cave, a carob tree and a
spring of water were miraculously created for them so they could
sustain themselves. R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman zt”l was asked
("9 N POaIN) how was it permissible for them to eat from the
carob tree? For the first 3 years it's noy and nooxa moN? He
answers that anything that grows on its own, is not subject to nb-y.
Some answer that Hashem would not make a o) for them if it was
assur to eat. They reference the story of Xnabn y2 w™ (03 P TMID)
who was once attacked by lions. A miracle occurred and 2 pieces of
meat fell from the sky. One he threw at the lions which satisfied them
and they left; the other he brought to the Rabanan and asked if it's
kosher to eat. They responded that he may eat it, for /ssur would not
fall from the sky. Similarly, R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit’a brings a
N'PH NN (-1 oNoa TN smwn) where he was asked what if
someone, while eating the mann in the desert, had in mind the taste of
0, would he be oiver an issur? The N"pn answers that since it
came from omw, if it would be assur to eat he would not be able to
imagine the taste, because from heaven they don't drop issur.
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R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”’l (Haggadah Vayaged Moshe) would say:

MSHN 190 Y (3) N3 MMV (2) NOXN TIYD 1710 (1)
(7) N> PPN DA (6) 20D DINDS (5) DV (4) 1P
0P DN

“NmINM T AN TAN MIN' - What is the connection between Lavan the Arami who tried to destroy Yaakov and the

fact that Yaakov went down to Mitzrayim? They seem to be two disparate incidents. However, when Yaakov left Lavan
and told his brother Esav "»nnw msn »7m 073125 0y - he was telling him that my children and I remained strong in our
convictions and were not influenced by his wicked ways. Thus, many years later, when Yaakov was concerned to bring
his family down to Egypt, a miserable and sinful place, he was buoyed by the fact that if he can withstand the evils of
Lavan, then he and his family will likewise survive the harsh and destructive objectives of Egyptian society.”

R’ Yerachmiel Yisroel Danziger z¢’l of Aleksander (Yismach Yisroel) would say:

“Matza is referred to in the Zohar as 'NNMONT XYM - a food that heals. Indeed, not only does matza have the ability
to heal one who is weak in his belief, but it can literally help a person who has a real sickness. Even doctors have said
that matza can heal a person who has a w19 0. Through matza one becomes strong in emunah and it heals as well.”

A Wise Man would say: “I’d rather live with a good question than a bad answer.”
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7 CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
AND HEMSHECH HADOROS

(an 7m) ovom Sz mmm moom s

Every Yom Tov is a time of joy but sadly, this Yom Tov,
many will be mekayem a halacha that is not so common. The
din is that a child asks the Mah Nishtana - the four questions,
at the Seder table. If there is no child present, the wife may ask
her husband. If that is not an option, he asks them himself.
This year, unfortunately, many will have to “settle” with
having their wives or even themselves to ask the questions.
How can we gain some inspiration in this current situation?

Well, first, we must ask why is the Mah Nishtana
exclusive for a child to begin with? Many explanations are
given; the most common understanding is that everything
associated with the night of Pesach is part of "125 n 1" -
telling over the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim to our children.
Since children understand things clearer in a question and
answer format, we tend to utilize that in many ways,
especially the four questions of Mah Nishtana.

Perhaps, in our plight, we may suggest a new machshava.
Pesach as we know is the chag of Emunah. Emunah, besides
faith, can also mean loyalty. A father doesn’t lie to a child -
the faith, love and loyalty is ever present. Thus, a child turns
to his/her father and asks the innocent questions, and the
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father responds thereby instilling in the child rock-solid faith.

We are all “Banim LaMakom” - children of Hashem. The
meforshim say that right before the Mah Nishtana, we say
the words: "o8w 120 N - here is where the child asks. We,
as children, can also ask Hashem for anything, but first He
must realize that if we are children, that means He is our
Father. And a father never forsakes his children, and
everything He does is for our benefit. Bearing this in mind,
whether we have an intimate “Shana Rishona” seder or it’s
just you and Hashem - you and your Father - let’s all ask for
an end to these trying times and to this endless galus.

The posuk says, “Kol Dodi hinei zeh ba medaleig al
heharim mashgiach min hachalonos meitzis min
hacharakim.” Rashi explains that Klal Yisroel thought they
would remain an Agunah (chained spouse) forsaken in galus,
but we finally realized that Hashem is behind us, has our backs,
and is constantly peeking and watching us from the cracks.
And as the paytan says (2nd day Shacharis), “If we veered off
track, please peer through the cracks and save our poor and
pained nation.” Let’s all utilize this precious Yom Tov of
Emunah and love and return to Hashem and we will be zoche
to the refrain, 013 %25 NYIN NI DN PN MIN DD
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PENETRATING ANALYSIS
OF THE SIFREI TANACH

Throughout our storied history, the Yom Tov of Pesach
always has and continues to play a pivotal role in Jewish life.
Pesach forms the basis of our fundamental beliefs which
serves to preserve and ensure the survival of the Jewish
people. While each Haftorah on Pesach has its own unique
theme and message, it’s interesting to note that they all touch
on a vital aspect of Judaism that we cannot survive without.

On the first day of Pesach, the Haftorah is read from Sefer
Yehoshua (5:2,6:1) where the Navi details the historic
Pesach that Bnei Yisroel observed in Gilgal after they
crossed the Jordan River. Hashem told Yehoshua to
circumcise the Jewish men who were not yet circumcised -
reminding them of the previous generation’s men who had
all been circumcised before exiting Egypt and taking part of
the Pesach offering. The Haftorah for the second day comes
from Sefer Melachim 2 (23:1-9,21-25) where the Navi
describes how King Yoshiyahu found an old Sefer Torah in
the Bais Hamikdash which was rolled to the frightening
portion of the Tochacha. Its discovery terrified him, and a
national movement of Teshuva ensued. Yoshiyahu cleansed
the Kingdom of Yehuda from all idol worship and celebrated
the nations achievement over the Yom Tov of Pesach.

The Haftorah of Shabbos Chol Hamoed (Yechezkel
37:1-14) is of Yechezkel’s vision of himself in a valley of dry
bones that began to come together and was covered with flesh.
Hashem was referencing how He will eventually breathe new
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life into Klal Yisroel so that they will once again flourish -
just like He did following the redemption from Egypt.
On the seventh day of Pesach, the Haftorah (Shmuel 1
22) highlights the theme of thanksgiving towards Hashem
after He took Klal Yisroel out of Egypt. The Haftorah of
Acharon shel Pesach (Yeshaya 10:32-12:6) predicts the
defeat of Assur and makes reference to Klal Yisroel's
redemption from Egypt. This alludes to the Messianic era
when peace and harmony will reign supreme among all people
and Hashem’s children will be returned to Eretz Yisroel.

How are all these themes connected? R’ Yankel Frank
shlit’a (Me’or Yaakov) quotes R’ Shimshon Pinkus z¢’/
who explains with a parable. When a baby is born, parents go
to great lengths to guard and protect their newborn from
contracting infections. They take major precautions and
scrutinize everything that comes into their home to make sure
that nothing will harm their child. Pesach is the birth of the
Jewish Nation. On Chag HaPesach, Jews undertake intense
stringencies (M N) and are especially careful on what is
brought into their homes to ensure that no impurities (\n)
hinder our devotion to Hashem and His Mitzvos.

In these trying times when the world is in chaos from an
unseen force, it is doubly important to remember these
lessons of Chag HaPesach. Hopefully, when Hashem will see
our commitment, He will grant us salvation from this terrible
outbreak and bring Moshiach speedily and in our days.
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EDITORIAL AND INSI
ON THE MIDDOS OF ... i1 R}

The Gemara (» 97 m572) tells us: “Ritzonenu la’asos
ritzonecha,” it is our ratzon to do the will of Hashem. That is
it! Nothing else interests a Jewish soul. So what is the
problem? The Gemara asks the very same question. “Ma
meakaiv” - so what is holding us back? The Gemara tells us
two things. These two things are the source of all of our
problems. The first one is “Se’or Sh’baeesa” - the leaven in
the dough. And the second one is “Shibud Malchiyos” -
social pressures of the world. The Gemara is telling us that it
is the yetzer hara that is inside us that takes us away from
doing Hashem’s will and it is the distractions of the world
out there that pulls us away from Hashem. So what can we
do? Here are two practical ideas that might help us at this
very critical time, when we feel the geulah so close, but we
just don’t know how to get ourselves out of this galus, or
more accurately, how to get the galus out of ourselves.

First of all we must attack the “Leaven in the dough.”
That, my dear friends, is CHOMETZ! Why do you think we
are all so busy trying to get rid of the chometz? It is a
message for us. Hashem is not interested in a bunch of
fanatically clean homes. Hashem wants fanatically clean
souls! The chometz represents the midda of Gaavah. The
matzah that we eat on Pesach represents the humble yid,
what a Jew is supposed to be. True humility is the base from
which every single good midda can be traced. By getting rid
of our Gaavah we are getting the true galus out of the Jew.

Gaavah is the greatest form of slavery. One is a slave to
his own kavod! Moving towards humility is going
“Ma’avdus L’Cheirus!”’ Rashi (Bamidbar 12,3) tells us that
the definition of humility is “shafal V’savlan” - which
means self-effacing and patient as epitomized by Moshe
Rabbeinu. Self effacing does not mean that a person thinks of
himself as a nobody. It means that a person realizes that he has
great gifts from Hashem and is humbled by the realization that
Hashem is All-encompassing and Infinite and expects great
things from him. The more talented, brilliant, wealthy or
capable one is, the more humbled he should be, for his
responsibility to Hashem is that much greater. R” Avraham
Pam z¢’l writes that true humility is not refusing to sit at the
mizrach vant in shul, or declining from being the guest of
honor at a dinner. True humility means being a savian, to be
able to accept the criticism or even mistreatment of others
and not get upset or angry. A true anav can allow insults or
hurtful comments to “PASS OVER” without making a fuss.

The famous rzaddik Rav Nochum’ke of Horodna zt”’l,
whom the Chofetz Chaim z#’l considered his Rebbi, would
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devote much time and effort raising money for the poor. He
once asked for a donation from an extremely wealthy and
arrogant man. The man angrily refused to give him money
and then slapped him across the face. Rav Nochum’ke did not
get upset at all. He said, “All right, the potch was for me, but
maybe you have something to give to the poor?” The greatest
proof of humility, is not getting angry. This is something that
we can all work on right now. It is certainly not easy being
home all day long with either a large family or no family.
Either way, it is a great opportunity for us to work on truly
getting rid of the chometz in our homes and in our hearts. In
this way we truly go from avdus, being a slave to the yerzer
hara, to cheirus - being a beloved child of Hashem.

The second reason we find it so hard to follow our own
true desire which is ratzon Hashem, is shibud malchuyos.
Being subjugated to the nations of the world. So how do we
get the Jew out of galus, or more correctly how do we get the
galus out of the Jew? Well, what really is galus? Galus means
exile, it means that we are away from Home, far from the
beliefs and lifestyle that is Jewish. There is a Jewish way to
dress, to eat, to talk, to think and to feel. The Nations of the
World have certainly done their job of torturing and
persecuting us. We also have done our fair share of trying to
be like them. WHY? They have to remind us in every
generation that we are NOT like them, but we insist on
dressing like them, copying the trendy fashions of Paris and
making them kosher. We insist on eating food that is Chinese,
Japanese, French and of course who in this generation can
live without sushi? It is all kosher mehadrin min hamehadrin

... but it is not Jewish!

The Jewish music that we listen to today is the furthest
thing from Jewish. Most of the songs are either taken from
non-Jewish sources or they sound like they are from a rock
concert! What has become of our Jewish lifestyle? while the
Jews were in egypt they held on tightly to 3 things and in that
zechus they were redeemed. they did not change their Jewish
language, they did not change their Jewish dress and they did
not change their Jewish names. these things reminded them
constantly that they are Jews and they are different. it was this
very Jewish identity that brought the jews out of the galus.

My dear friends, it is soon erev Pesach, we are all working
very hard. Let us focus our efforts on the things that really
count. Let us truly go from slavery to freedom. Let us take the
galus out of ourselves, so that Hashem will finally take all of
His Beloved Yidden out of this galus! May we be zoche to
greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu B ’karov Mammash-Amen!
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he had met him too. “Who’s the Baal Shem Tov and why should I bother to go and meet him; I'm probably Just as important as
him if not more so,” Mendel thought to himself. Mendel did notice however, that people were really impressed to meet anyone
who had met the Baal Shem Tov and so he thought it wouldn’t be a bad idea to be able to say that he had indeed met him.

As it happened Mendel needed to travel on behalf of the Czar during Chol Hamoed Pesach and found himself in the
vicinity of Mezhibuzh. He decided to satisfy his curiosity and the night before Shviyi shel Pesach he went to the Baal Shem
Tov’s shul. He found chasidim praying, some were studying and some were sitting around singing, telling stories about their
master and discussing his teachings. They welcomed him warmly and told him that the Baal Shem Tov would soon come in to
learn with them. Suddenly, all the chasidim stood up in silence; the Baal Shem Tov had entered the shul. As soon as he sat
down at the head of the table they all quickly crowded around him to catch every one of his words. Mendel found himself at the
edge of the group of chasidim. It had been quite a while since the last time that he was treated just as an ordinary person and this
made him a bit uncomfortable. After singing a niggun the Baal Shem Tov started to speak. Mendel listened in but he did not
really understand most of what he heard. He did catch one idea, but it made no sense to him. The Baal Shem Tov said that it is
possible to say one’s prayers and yet the prayers may not ascend to heaven for a long time. It is entirely possible that the prayers
of one who prayed in the afternoon should reach Hashem before the prayers of one who had prayed much earlier in the day.
“There are some Pesach Seder prayers that have yet to ascend to heaven, even though they were said five days ago.”

Mendel did not listen much after that; he was baffled as to why so many people were giving this man so much attention,
especially since he didn’t seem to say anything that made much sense. “Why did I bother coming here, I should just have
stayed home? There is nothing special about this man and he says these foolish things. Can it be possible that the words I said
at my seder have not yet reached Hashem? How ridiculous!” Mendel thought. It was too late for him to get home for Yom
Tov, though, and so he resigned himself to being in Mezhibuzh for the last two days of Pesach.

The Baal Shem Tov had instituted a custom that is practiced to this very day called Moshiach’s Seudah. A few hours before
the end of Acharon shel Pesach, chasidim have another meal at which they eat matza and drink another four cups of wine
with much singing and dancing in honor of Moshiach and the ultimate redemption. Mendel had never participated in such a
meal, and frankly he was already anxious for the holiday to be over so that he could run out and find some bread to eat. But
these chasidim were in no rush, in fact it seemed as if they would be much happier if Pesach wouldn’t end.

At one point during the meal, the Baal Shem Tov and the chasidim sang a very hauntingly beautiful niggun and everyone
went into a very deep and high place. Everyone’s eyes were shut and only Mendel was looking around. In the midst of the
niggun the Baal Shem Tov placed his hands on the shoulders of the man next to him, and everyone did likewise. It became
very quiet. Mendel, as unaccustomed as he was to all of this, shut his eyes and placed his hands of the shoulders of the man
next to him. Suddenly, he felt as if he was transported to a heavenly sphere and he was seeing a replay of his own seder - what
had actually happened on the first night of Pesach! Mendel had gone to shul and knowing that it was customary to invite the
needy to one’s seder, he approached two wayfarers and just said, “You and you, you’ll be my guests tonight,” and then he
went to his seat at the front of the shul. He didn’t really want any guests, but it was the respectable thing to do. In fact, he
finished the prayers before everyone else and went home alone. When davening was over the two wayfarers waited for their
host. The shul was already empty and the shamash was about to close up. He saw these two forlorn fellows and asked them if
they had been invited anywhere. They told him that someone had indeed ordered them to come but they did not know who it
was; they described him as best as they could. “It sounds like you’re going to Mendel’s home. I'll tell you how to get there,
but be careful!” the shamash told them. He didn’t explain, but he was thinking about Mendel’s vicious guard dogs.

Mendel had gone home before everyone else and had already started his seder as his two guests were still finding their way to
his home. He had already made Kiddush and was about to say, “Ha Lachma Anya - this is the bread of affliction that our
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. All who are hungry, let them come and eat, all who are needy let them come and join us in...”
just as his two guests were about to open the gate. As the words “Ha Lachma Anya” left his mouth, Mendel in his vision, saw the
letters and the words as they began to ascend to heaven. Suddenly, one of his guard dogs jumps up and with a great snarl snatches
the word “Ha” right out of the air and devours it. And then the second dog ferociously jumps up and snatches the word
“Lachma” before it rose and it too devoured the word. And so it was with every word that he said. The dogs literally ate the
words as they came out of his mouth! And then, the ferocious dogs turned on the two trembling guests. With snarls and growls
they attacked and the two poor Jews barely got away and ran for their lives. They never made it to Mendel’s seder.

Now Mendel realized what the Baal Shem Tov meant when he said that some prayers never ascended to Hashem. He
realized that the message was for him! He grew faint and passed out on the floor. The chasidim revived him. Later that
evening he had a chance to have a personal conversation with the Baal Shem Tov and he humbly asked for his guidance in doing
teshuvah. He felt very embarrassed, but the master’s love and words of encouragement restored his confidence. Needless to say,
Mendel came home a much more humble and joyous servant of Hashem. (This story was told by Rabbi Sholom Brodt)




together — bringing the food in, eating, clearing the table, doing the washing up. A man who had tens of thousands of people
people literally at his beck-and-call! What a powerful lesson!”

Rabbi Jacobson paused for a moment, and then he smiled. “T’ve got one better for you,” he said. He told me about a query
he received from a divorced woman who was scheduled to have her children for Pesach and she prepared an entire festive
Yom Tov, including the 2 Sedorim. At the last minute, plans changed and she was left all alone for Pesach. “Rabbi Jacobson,”
she said, “I almost fainted from shock and heartache. I was also so ashamed. I guess I could have called my parents and gone
to them for the Seder. But how could I actually do that? I had told everyone my kids were coming! The truth is, I did not have
the energy to even be with anyone. I felt completely and totally numb - dry and lifeless. So I did the Seder by myself. On my
own. It was the worst and most bitter Seder I have ever had. I just sat there crying the whole way through. Weeping. It wasn’t
Pesach. It was Tisha B’Av. I did not have to eat Maror. My entire life was Maror. Yes, I went through the Haggadah and ate
the Matza; but the entire Seder took me 25 minutes.” In her misery, she concluded, “Rabbi Jacobson, did I do the right thing?
Did I fulfill my Seder obligation? Was it even called a Seder? Because it did not feel like a proper Pesach.”

Rabbi Jacobson responded with a burst of inspiration. “In 1988 the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s wife died, and he was left on his
own, as they sadly had no children. She passed away in February, and two months later was Pesach. Every year, the Rebbe
and his Rebbetzen had a Seder together, but this year he was on his own, totally by himself. Who would the Rebbe conduct
the Pesach Seder with? 1 recall that a young boy, Ari Halberstam — who was later tragically gunned down on Brooklyn
Bridge, in 1994 — approached the Rebbe after Maariv on the first night of Pesach and, on behalf of his mother, invited the
Rebbe to his home for Seder. Ari’s family lived at 706 Eastern Parkway, just one block away from “770’. The Rebbe smiled at
Ari and shook his head. He thanked him profusely, but told Ari he would be having the Seder in his private office in “770°.”

“And so, the great Lubavitcher Rebbe - the man who inspired countless people around the world for their Seders, who
personally undertook to provide a meaningful Pesach Seder for Israeli Army personnel who were on duty on the first night of
Pesach via his shluchim in Eretz Yisrael — had the Seder on his own. Not one other person was present. As the Talmud says: if
you are on your own, you ask yourself the ‘Ma Nishtana’ questions, and then you answer them to yourself.”

“A few of us yeshivah boys did not go home that night; we waited outside in the street - and after a couple of hours, the
Rebbe opened the door to welcome Eliyahu Hanavi and recite ‘Shefoch Chamascha.” He walked outside, holding a candle
and his Haggadah, said the prayer, gave us a wave, and then went back inside to finish the Seder by himself.”

“My dear lady,” said Rabbi Jacobson, “if it was good enough for the Lubavitcher Rebbe to have the Seder on his own, trust
me, your Seder was perfect! The Rebbe could have had his Seder with 100 people, 1000 people, or 10,000 people. He was
responsible for hundreds of thousands of people celebrating Pesach on Seder night, from Kathmandu to Alaska, from San
Francisco to New Zealand. But at the end of the day, he went and did the Seder on his own. He didn’t need anyone else to be
close to G-d. He didn’t need adulation. He didn’t need validation. He sat alone and relived the Exodus from Egypt.”

“I was only 15 at the time,” concluded Rabbi Jacobson, “but despite my youth, I felt sad that the Rebbe had nobody to be with
for the Seder. Why did he not invite even one person to be with him? But today, after hearing your story, I may have discovered
the answer - and it is just a personal feeling. As a true Jewish leader, the Rebbe wished to empower all those souls who would
ever need to do their Seder alone. He wanted them to know that their solitary Pesach Seder was powerful, meaningful, and real.
Jewish history and the Divine presence would dwell at their Seder just as it does at a Seder with many people there.”

This year, so many people will be having the Seder on their own or without their families. All of our Seders will be
diminished, and anxiety will be hovering in the air. And all of us will be thinking to ourselves — ‘is this really a proper Seder?’

I think Rabbi Jacobson’s story about the Lubavitcher Rebbe in 1988 answers that question, and it eases any doubts we may
have about our impending ‘depleted” experience. After all, “if it was good enough for the Lubavitcher Rebbe to have the
Seder on his own, trust me, your Seder is going to be just perfect!” (https://rabbidunner.com/)
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Mendel went from being a poor shoemaker to being the official boot maker to the Czar’s officers. He used to be a poor
man like most shoemakers, lived humbly and did his best to do a good job and earn a living. One day his poor mazel
changed to mazel tov - good fortune. Suddenly, he was rich! He bought a beautiful home just on the edge of his small
town, surrounded by a large garden and a high fence. Now he had everything, family, money, honor and a beautiful home
to show off with. And his esteem in the community rose accordingly. He was no longer a simple shoemaker; now he was a
successful and highly respected footwear manufacturer. As his money and honor grew, he believed that he was getting

wiser each day. Before he was a quiet humble man; now he became a haughty and arrogant boor.
At that time the holy Baal Shem Tov’s name began spreading over the region. Many spoke of his holiness and his
openness, caring and love for his fellow Jews. Mendel met many people who had met this great Tzaddik and they asked him if
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The great 1zaddik, R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin z¢#’l (Maharil Diskin) began his rabbinic career at a very young age. He
inherited his father’s rabbinate in the Polish city of Lomza at the age of 25. He later served as a Rabbi in Mezeritch,
Kovno, Shklov, Brisk - where he attained the original title of “Brisker Rav” - and finally the holy city of Jerusalem after
moving there in 5636 (1876). R’ Yehoshua Leib remained in Jerusalem for 21 years. He established the Ohel Moshe
Yeshivah, and gave shiurim there. He assisted many of those who were building the first settlements in Eretz Yisroel. He
was a great Tzaddik, one whose every gesture was dictated by halacha and he took on numerous pious customs which he
did not place on others. One of the many stringencies that he took upon himself due to this pious character was that the
Mabharil only ate matza on the first night of Pesach; the rest of Yom Tov he would not eat matza for fear that it might
contain or become Chometz. Obviously, this was a huge stringency and he would not require anyone else to keep this
custom. However, personally, for the entirety of Pesach, the Maharil ate almost nothing but potatoes.

One year, it was a Shemita year, and and it was nearly impossible to obtain potatoes - or any vegetables for that matter -
except from gentiles. Although some people were able to purchase fruits and vegetables from the local Arab populace, the
holy Mabharil refused to be lenient for Pesach and pay money for fruits of Shemita of a gentile. He was very limited in his
options and he wondered where he would get potatoes for Pesach that year.

The Maharil heard that in the surrounding Arab villages, they had potatoes and he hoped to obtain some. He sent his
close and beloved talmid R’ Eliezer Don Ralbag z¢t”’l outside Jerusalem to search the Arab villages for someone, anyone,
who will give him a few potatoes for free. He went from village to village until he finally found an old kindly Arab who
agreed to give him a bag of potatoes for no money.

Successful in his mission, R” Eliezer wished to hurry back and give his Rebbe the good news, but in his haste, he lost his
way. He walked down the road which he thought led into Jerusalem but somehow he took the wrong path. Looking
around, he realized that this way was unfamiliar and he became nervous. Danger was a constant presence on these small
pathways and not wishing to keep walking and getting further lost, R’ Eliezer stopped and sat down on a log.

As he offered a heartfelt prayer to Hashem to help him complete his mission, he suddenly heard the sound of someone
coming down the road. Completely out of the blue, a Turkish officer, resplendent in his crisply starched uniform, riding a
big beautiful horse appeared and stopped to ask him what he was doing so far from civilization. R’ Eliezer told him that he
had gotten lost and could not get back to Jerusalem. The Turkish officer accompanied R’ Eliezer and brought him back to
the main road. With much appreciation, R’ Eliezer turned to thank the officer but the man on his beautiful steed had
disappeared. Strange as it was, at least he was out of the woods and able find his way back to Jerusalem. After returning
home, he told his Rebbe, the Maharil, about the unusual event. In a holy gaze, the Maharil looked at his falmid and said that
he merited Giluy Eliyahu - a revelation of Eliyahu Hanavi, something only the most righteous people can merit.

The next year, a few days before Pesach, the Maharil wished to buy potatoes from the same Arab. He sent R’ Eliezer
again just as he did the previous year. When he arrived in the Arab village, he found the same old Arab’s home but this
time, it looked different. It was freshly painted and fixed up. When R’ Eliezer offered to pay him for a bag of potatoes, the
Arab refused to take any payment from him. “You don’t understand what’s been happening with my crops since last
year,” the Arab told him. “I have never seen such a blessing in my crop! It is surely because I gave your rabbi the potatoes
last year for free!” He was so sure that this blessing came to him due to his generous deed the previous year. It cost him a
mere couple of potatoes and now he was the wealthiest Arab in the village!
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Rabbi Pinni Dunner, the senior rabbi at Young Israel of North Beverly Hills, in California, tells over the following: One of
the issues that has been coming up again and again in the past week during phone calls I have been having with my
community, and with others from further afield, is the fact that people will be on their own for the Pesach Seder this year. It is
either that or their Seder will be drastically reduced in numbers, with children or parents elsewhere, all isolated in the midst of
the current social-distancing self-quarantine situation, which is so important to prevent the spread of the disease. Some people
will literally be by themselves, solitary, with no one to do the Seder with at all. “How can we do a Seder by ourselves?” they
ask me. “Doesn’t the Pesach Seder need to be done with family and guests?” Well, let me tell you a story that I heard from
Rabbi YY Jacobson, the well-known Rabbi and inspirational speaker. Rabbi Jacobson often tells stories about the Lubavitcher
Rebbe z¢”’L when he speaks to audiences, so I asked him if he ever focuses on the simple mannerisms of the Rebbe.

“For example,” I asked Rabbi Jacobson, “do you ever tell audiences that in their sixty years of marriage, the Rebbe and his
wife ate every Shabbos meal together on their own? No guests, no attendants, no public spectacle, just a married couple eating




