
////rrrruuuuccccvvvv    kkkktttt    uuuu,,,,uuuutttt    uuuuffffhhhhkkkkaaaavvvv    kg ohba vz 'ubgsuhn od vhv ovv ohnhc ohrfujv cur unf
'u,hhjn hsf vxbrp thmun vhv vbnn 'hnuenv vdhznv ,hc ,t rfuj tuva ohba hcd

hmnvk uhkg vhv vz sdbfaf'hnuenv .hrpv rucg vrhfjv hns ,t vbac vba hsn t
hsuvhv ka u,urahu ukuvhbn stn vbvb .hrpv od ifa 'lfn ohrfab utmh ovhba
vhv ;rujv 'ac,av kfv vbav okut /r,uhc vcuyv vrumc exgv ,t urucg kvhba
snga vdhznv ,hc ,t suepk ohdvub uhva ohfrsv hrcugu ohrjuxv 'vae hsn r,uh
,hcu 'vbfx ,ezjc uhva ohacuanv ohfrsv in ovhkdr ,t urhsv 'lrsv ot kg
lrus sjt tk ;ta ohnka ohnh 'uhcauhn ieur,v ohxxu,u ohcuy ohbnz gsha vdhznv
/ojk ,pk ghdvu ygnfa sg ruxju lukv uygn,bu ,uxbfvv ufkv lfan 'ub,pn kg
'ohh,bav vrhfjv hns ,t .hrpk ,ukgvk uk vhv tka 'tuv kfn gurdv okut
.hrpv ka u,ubkcxa tkt 'ohbuanu ohbua ohmurh,c inzv ,t ,ujsk vxhb vkhj,c
,t urucg thmnh tk ohnh asuj lu, ota 'hsuvhv kg ohhtk khj,vu vgep rcf

uv 'aursv oufxvtk /jhrcu rdxn ,j,n kt ufkauh uhkkugu uhpy kg u,hc hbcu t
,t kvhb ovc ,uphv ohbav ,t uk rufzha .hrpv kt uh,urmpvu uhbubj, kf ukhguv
kkf u,natc vbht ,tz vbac ,uxbfvv yughnk vchxv hfu 'vnr shc vdhznv ,hc
u,rm hf hsuvhv vtraf /ubchah hnu ,jtc tuv 'gunan ubzt ,t oyt .hrpv /kkfu
sgur ukuf kf 'vfsbu ruca ckcu apb jpnc u,hck ca 'uhbubj, kf ukhguh tku vrm
,t dhavk ,urapt oua uk iht 'ohcurev ohnhc ,utsuuc uk hupmv kg sjpn
sjpc vpe,b thv oda 'u,at /uk ur,uba ohcumev ohnhv rpxnc aursv oufxv
ovhkt kusdv lcxv in iurjtv tmunf ,gf v,trba vgmv uhbpc v,kgv 'v,gcu
kgupf gsuba oxrupn ehsm rrud,n 'typt rhgc 'ub,rhhgn eujr tk tkv 'ugkeb

/ohhura ubt uc vkusdv vrmv in ubghauh hkut 'uhkt gx '.rtv crec ,uguah
////kkkkttttrrrraaaahhhh    kkkkttttuuuudddd    ----    kkkkttttrrrraaaahhhh    kkkkttttdddd    ,cav 'kusdv ,ca crg vz vhv typtk ghdvaf

juyak ehsmv kt xbfh ifn rjtku ,cav ,t oa ,ucak rcx if kg 'jxp hbpka
varsv ,t 'rhgv crf ivhfa 'g"hz typtn e"vrv tab ,cav lkvnc /u,rm ,t
,t gunak kusdv arsnv ,hc rcgk rvb kusd ruchm 'kusdv ,ca ka vkusdv
,hck tuv ;t vbpu kvev kf og sjh ;rymv ibs hsuvhv od 't,ns crv ka uhrcs
vca sjt rcs lt 'varsv kf ,t ihcv tk obnt tuv 'varsv ,t gunak arsnv
vn :vaev 'kta typtn e"vrv /uhkt teuus iuuf,n ehsmva ahdrvu uck ,t
thva 'vsdvv rjtk jxp khkc ,rntbv wktrah ktdw ka vfrcv jxub ihc kscvv
vfrcva 'rnuk ah tkt /vuuv iuakc thva wktrah ktudw ,frc ihck 'rcg iuakc
if ihta vn ',uhbunse ohbac v,hhva ohrmn ,kutd kg ,cxun wktrah ktdw ka
ub,ut ktud v"ceva ,urtvvu ,ukutdv hbhn kf hpkf ,hbpun wktrah ktudw ,frc
ka iput ahjnvk hcrv ;hxuv 'iudfu 'vtrubvu vkusdv ,ukdv lu,c 'vuuvc od
ufhkavk ohhtn .hrpvu vrhfjv hns ,t okak uk ihta hsuvh" ',ukdv lu,c vkutd

cve"vrv ;hxuv /"ughaunu u,rmn u,ut ktud v"cev okut 'uhkkugu uhpy kg vru
'veumu vrm kfn gauuhvk vtkpb vkudx kg ohbunsev in hbkcuen :rntu typtn
ah '"ubh,uct heukt wv kt egmbu" ka texhpk vsdvv ,rhntc ohghdna vgaca
,t ub,tn rhcgha ;eu, kfc uhkt ibj,vk 'v"cev ,t ,ukue hkuecu vezjc eugzk
,t gnahu oehr uhbp ,t v"cev chah tk htsuucu 'ostv kg vadr,va vrhzdv gur
hvhu 'a"nf" :vsdvv kgc hrcs lanvc oa ch,fsf 'gdpu gdb kfn ughauhu u,guua
kg,u 'uegzhu vsucgv in ktrah hbc ujbthu ohrmn lkn ,nhu ovv ohcrv ohnhc
hcrva juyc vhv tuv 'hsuvh u,ut lhrm vhv tk vzn r,uhk /"ohektv kt o,gua
'wt gdrk ukhpt vnvn,v tk a"munc shn 'lfan 'uhkt er .hrpv og ruphxc iuuf,v
u,bhjcn 'hcrv kt xbfhvk lhrm tuv iht rcf 'u,hcku u,rhhgk rzju uhmpj ,t zrt

/,uagk uhkg kyunv ,t kusdv ,ca ,ars lkvnc uk .ghhu uk vbg rcf ehsmv
////iiiihhhhgggg    ;;;;rrrrvvvvffff    wwwwvvvv    ,,,,gggguuuuaaaahhhh    ogy cuyc lurgv ubjkuak cxhv djv ase,v khkc 'vbav od

ghdvaf ',utv i,bhvc /,utkp kkuj, ehsmv ,mga gsh tuv 'gudr vhv tuv ',gsu
oheguzu ohegum uhskhu u,hc hbcu tuv ukjv '"ubh,uct heukt wv kt egmbu" texhpk
vtrubv vrhzdv gurn okhmhu ovhkg ojrhu xujha v"cev kt ohbubj,u ,uhfcc
ck una tku ygnfa sg ohbbj,nu ohegum uhv lf /garv .hrpv ovhkg yhnva
oab,n ukuf 'krgv obfa sng j,pc ',ksv iuuhfn ugnaba ,uh,nmugv ,uehpsk
ihck ubhc .rpa zgv jufhuuv kg ,urme ohkhnc ovk rphx tuv 'vkvcc ;ab,nu
,t vjpba sg ,ubudv ,ufn vk ehbgvu ept,vk vhv kufh tk ufkvnc 'u,at
,uhuarv ,nhtn jurck chhju uh,j,n ,rguc gereva ahdrn tuv v,g 'vjur
shepvk aecn tuv lfhpk /ihsv rnuj kfc uvuahbghu vrenv kg ukgh htsuuca
oumg oufx 'ohbav lanc rcma ohcrv uh,ubufxj hpxf kf ,t vrhnak oshc
tk otu 'e,gv oufxv in ,hmjn ouka,c ovk ehbgn tuv vz ,run,af 'r,uhc
khnr, ,hcv lu, kt rrd ruchs hsf lu, /ovk lhha oufxv kf hzt o,jek cuah
lrsca 'gsub lanvc /tca ,nugkf uk okgbu cvz hrbhsc vphhgk ausdv scfu ebg
ohnv lu, kt rahhv ehkjvu rvbv ,t vmujv radv hcd kg sgn kuvcv uxubn
ouh ,rjnk /r,uh ugsub tk uh,ucegu hshnv u,un ,t tmn oa 'ohfuajvu ohtupev
ushcaf .hrpv ka rtupnv ubhkery rcgk vjnac hsuvhv sgm ,uhukd ka hba cuy
ouka,c cujv kf ,t kcek stn jna .hrpv 'ihkhe,u ihcy aursv oufxv kf
grpu czft tk ogpv oda hsuvhv in ujur ,rue ,t rh,xv tk tuv 'inuzncu sjt
tuv ',fk ,ehjrn vgmv uk ghmvk .hrpv ka uru, ghdv v,g /uh,ucuj kf ,t
apjn tuva cr inz rcf vzu ',nhuxn vpue, lank u,hcn rsghvk ,gf s,g,n
'vbuntcu rauhc ohcrv uhxfb kuvhb ,t ushc shepvku uhkg lunxk kfuha intb aht
aecn tuv ifku 'ubgsuhnn r,uh shep,k oht,nv uvahn uk ihta vtur tuv v,g
'uk hutrv hpf lf kg uk okah ;tu shep,v ,t unmg kg kuyhk tb khtuha ubnn

R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l (Haggadah Vayaged Moshe) would say:

     “wvnhrmn srhu hct sct hnrtw - What is the connection between Lavan the Arami who tried to destroy Yaakov and the

fact that Yaakov went down to Mitzrayim? They seem to be two disparate incidents. However, when Yaakov left Lavan

and told his brother Esav wh,rna ,umn dhr,u h,rd ick ogw - he was telling him that my children and I remained strong in our

convictions and were not influenced by his wicked ways. Thus, many years later, when Yaakov was concerned to bring

his family down to Egypt, a miserable and sinful place, he was buoyed by the fact that if he can withstand the evils of

Lavan, then he and his family will likewise survive the harsh and destructive objectives of Egyptian society.” 

R’ Yerachmiel Yisroel Danziger zt”l of Aleksander (Yismach Yisroel) would say:

    “Matza is referred to in the Zohar as wt,uuxts tkfhnw - a food that heals. Indeed, not only does matza have the ability

to heal one who is weak in his belief, but it can literally help a person who has a real sickness. Even doctors have said

that matza can heal a person who has a atr hkuj. Through matza one becomes strong in emunah and it heals as well.”

A Wise Man would say: “I’d rather live with a good question than a bad answer.”                                                                       
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:dk ;s ,ca - txhb ahjr,ht /t,rgnc uay ukzt /// ubcu h"car
The Gemara tells us that while htjuh rc iugna hcr and his son wr
rzgkt were hiding from the Romans in a cave, a carob tree and a
spring of water were miraculously created for them so they could
sustain themselves. R’ Aharon Leib Shteinman zt”l was asked
(d"kr hrdht ihxprn) how was it permissible for them to eat from the
carob tree? For the first 3 years it’s vkrg and vkhftc ruxt? He

answers that anything that grows on its own, is not subject to vkrg. 
Some answer that Hashem would not make a xb for them if it was
assur to eat. They reference the story of t,pkj ic a"r  (:yb ihrsvbx)
who was once attacked by lions. A miracle occurred and 2 pieces of
meat fell from the sky. One he threw at the lions which satisfied them
and they left; the other he brought to the Rabanan and asked if it’s
kosher to eat. They responded that he may eat it, for Issur would not
fall from the sky. Similarly, R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit’a brings a
t"shj ,cua, (:sn ohjxp snj heuaj) where he was asked what if
someone, while eating the mann in the desert, had in mind the taste of
rhzj, would he be oiver an issur? The t"shj answers that since it
came from ohna, if it would be assur to eat he would not be able to

imagine the taste, because from heaven they don’t drop issur.

,nab hukhgk
ovrct wr

ktuna ;xuh
wr ic rykt
k"z whcuy

tahr u,hgru
wr ,c kjr
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 ,sucgk ostv ,t rrugk ohaurhpu ,ubhgr                                                                  ivfv kthknd hcr m"vdv.hcubhcrt"yhka 
,tn iujycu vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,"hav                                                                e"vhg ohkaurhc ohnav rga ,chah atr

 //// vkhkc ,tkpv ohxb cur zt wufu vkhkv hmjc hvhu ifcu(jxp ka vsdvn vmrb)

,umnv rpx ihhg (3) j:dh ,una (2) v:yb:t lurgv rsx (1)
(7) tf lubhj ,jbn (6) :zye ohjxp (5) oa (4) zbe

/zye ohjxp

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Wishing all of Klal Yisroel a happyWishing all of Klal Yisroel a happyWishing all of Klal Yisroel a happyWishing all of Klal Yisroel a happy
and healthy Yom Tov. and healthy Yom Tov. and healthy Yom Tov. and healthy Yom Tov. 
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Selected Relevant Halachos For Chag HaPesach.

Haggadah: Talmud Torah. The Yom Tov of Pesach is upon us

and it is appropriate to discuss the mitzvah of "ohrmn ,thmh ruphx",
which is similar to the mitzvah of Talmud Torah. It might even

be part of Talmud Torah and some (1) say that the reason why

we don’t make a beracha on "ruphx" is because the Birchas

HaTorah we said in the morning exempts it. In other words,

there is a mitzvah of Talmud Torah which can be fulfilled the

whole year by any topic one learns or teaches, but on this night

the mitzvah is to learn and teach the topic of ohrmn ,thmh.  
The Mitzvah of Haggadah and its Details. This mitzvah is

learned from (2) "tuvv ouhc lbck ,sdvu" and obligates one to tell his

son about ohrmn ,thmh on Pesach night(s). Chazal (3) learn from

other sources that this mitzvah is not only to a son but to anyone

else who might be present. Even if one is alone, as some may be

during the ongoing health crisis in the world, he must “tell

himself” by reciting the Haggadah. The mitzvah includes: 

Praising Hashem and thanking Him for the miracles and the

freedom (4), which we fulfill by saying Hallel, Nishmas,

Hallel Hagadol etc. towards the end of the Seder. 

Having matza and maror in front of us when we say the

story so we can explain the mitzvos fulfilled that night. 

Saying it with such feeling as if we are from those who

actually left Mitzrayim (5). (Indeed, we are beneficiaries of

those miracles with the freedom and the Torah that we have

as a result of those miracles, as explained in the Haggadah.) 

Saying the Haggadah in a question-answer format as it was

originally composed by the Baal Haggadah (6). 

Saying all the details of our exodus and comparing our holy

and dignified situation to the low status we were in before the

miracles. This is known as, "jcac ohhxnu ,ubdc khj,n" (7). 

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

Learning the Laws of Pesach. The Mechilta at the end of

Parshas Bo, from whence the Poskim infer that learning the laws

of Pesach is also a fulfillment of the mitzvah of "n"hmh ruphx".
From this, the Shulchan Aruch writes (t:tp, j"ut) that even

after the Seder is concluded, one should continue to talk about

the miracles and learn Hilchos Pesach. 

Ladies. Jewish women and girls are also obligated in this

mitzvah (just as they are in the other mitzvos of the night: matza,

maror and Hallel.) Therefore, they should say the main parts of

the Haggadah, like the paragraph "ubhhv ohscg", the Ten Makkos,

and from "rnut vhv kthknd icr" till the drinking of the fourth cup.
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 ihhyact kthbs ovrct crv ,tn                                                                            ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb                                                                              ovrct vsa rpx rcjn t"yhka

 /// wudu ovhkg vkdba sg .hnjvk ubh,uct ka oemc ehpxv tka oua kg vn oua kg ohkfut ubta uz vmn(jxp ka vsdv)
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 ,ukhkv kfn vzv vkhkv vb,ab vn(vsdv rsx)
    Every Yom Tov is a time of joy but sadly, this Yom Tov,
many will be mekayem a halacha that is not so common. The
din is that a child asks the Mah Nishtana - the four questions,
at the Seder table. If there is no child present, the wife may ask
her husband. If that is not an option, he asks them himself.
This year, unfortunately, many will have to “settle” with
having their wives or even themselves to ask the questions.
How can we gain some inspiration in this current situation?
    Well, first, we must ask why is the Mah Nishtana
exclusive for a child to begin with? Many explanations are
given; the most common understanding is that everything
associated with the night of Pesach is part of "lbck ,sdvu" -
telling over the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim to our children.
Since children understand things clearer in a question and
answer format, we tend to utilize that in many ways,
especially the four questions of Mah Nishtana. 
     Perhaps, in our plight, we may suggest a new machshava.
Pesach as we know is the chag of Emunah. Emunah, besides
faith, can also mean loyalty. A father doesn’t lie to a child -
the faith, love and loyalty is ever present. Thus, a child turns
to his/her father and asks the innocent questions, and the

      Throughout our storied history, the Yom Tov of Pesach
always has and continues to play a pivotal role in Jewish life.
Pesach forms the basis of our fundamental beliefs which
serves to preserve and ensure the survival of the Jewish
people. While each Haftorah on Pesach has its own unique
theme and message, it’s interesting to note that they all touch
on a vital aspect of Judaism that we cannot survive without. 
   On the first day of Pesach, the Haftorah is read from Sefer
Yehoshua (5:2,6:1) where the Navi details the historic
Pesach that Bnei Yisroel observed in Gilgal after they
crossed the Jordan River. Hashem told Yehoshua to
circumcise the Jewish men who were not yet circumcised -
reminding them of the previous generation’s men who had
all been circumcised before exiting Egypt and taking part of
the Pesach offering. The Haftorah for the second day comes
from Sefer Melachim 2 (23:1-9,21-25) where the Navi
describes how King Yoshiyahu found an old Sefer Torah in
the Bais Hamikdash which was rolled to the frightening
portion of the Tochacha. Its discovery terrified him, and a
national movement of Teshuva ensued. Yoshiyahu cleansed
the Kingdom of Yehuda from all idol worship and celebrated
the nations achievement over the Yom Tov of Pesach. 
   The Haftorah of Shabbos Chol Hamoed (Yechezkel
37:1-14) is of Yechezkel’s vision of himself in a valley of dry
bones that began to come together and was covered with flesh.
Hashem was referencing how He will eventually breathe new

father responds thereby instilling in the child rock-solid faith. 
    We are all “Banim LaMakom” - children of Hashem. The
meforshim say that right before the Mah Nishtana, we say
the words: "ktua icv itf" - here is where the child asks. We,
as children, can also ask Hashem for anything, but first He
must realize that if we are children, that means He is our
Father. And a father never forsakes his children, and
everything He does is for our benefit. Bearing this in mind,
whether we have an intimate “Shana Rishona” seder or it’s
just you and Hashem - you and your Father - let’s all ask for
an end to these trying times and to this endless galus.
     The posuk says, “Kol Dodi hinei zeh ba medaleig al
heharim ... mashgiach min hachalonos meitzis min
hacharakim.” Rashi explains that Klal Yisroel thought they
would remain an Agunah (chained spouse) forsaken in galus,
but we finally realized that Hashem is behind us, has our backs,
and is constantly peeking and watching us from the cracks.
And as the paytan says (2nd day Shacharis), “If we veered off
track, please peer through the cracks and save our poor and
pained nation.” Let’s all utilize this precious Yom Tov of
Emunah and love and return to Hashem and we will be zoche
to the refrain, ovhbc hbck vkutd thc,u ohbc ghau, ,uct kkdc.

life into Klal Yisroel so that they will once again flourish -
just like He did following the redemption from Egypt. 
      On the seventh day of Pesach, the Haftorah (Shmuel 1
22) highlights the theme of thanksgiving towards Hashem
after He took Klal Yisroel out of Egypt. The Haftorah of
Acharon shel Pesach (Yeshaya 10:32-12:6) predicts the
defeat of Assur and makes reference to Klal Yisroel's
redemption from Egypt. This alludes to the Messianic era
when peace and harmony will reign supreme among all people
and Hashem’s children will be returned to Eretz Yisroel.
   How are all these themes connected? R’ Yankel Frank
shlit”a (Me’or Yaakov) quotes R’ Shimshon Pinkus zt”l

who explains with a parable. When a baby is born, parents go
to great lengths to guard and protect their newborn from
contracting infections. They take major precautions and
scrutinize everything that comes into their home to make sure
that nothing will harm their child. Pesach is the birth of the
Jewish Nation. On Chag HaPesach, Jews undertake intense
stringencies (,urnuj) and are especially careful on what is
brought into their homes to ensure that no impurities (.nj)
hinder our devotion to Hashem and His Mitzvos.
   In these trying times when the world is in chaos from an
unseen force, it is doubly important to remember these
lessons of Chag HaPesach. Hopefully, when Hashem will see
our commitment, He will grant us salvation from this terrible
outbreak and bring Moshiach speedily and in our days.
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tka u,xbrp kg aauj vzu rgrg,, tka u,uthrc kg aauj vz 'ouh skh vn gsuh
hfcc ,unkug ahgrvk 'vpc tkt cegh ,gku, ka vjuf ihtu /vkhkj yyun,,
/vfrck vkkev ,t ubk lupvhu upt iurj ,t ub,tn rhxha v"cev hbpk ohbubj,cu
;uxc ohrnut ubta wvkhkc ,tkpv ohxb cur ztw tkpbv yuhpc znurna vn uvz
,gfa ostk vnus ratf teuusa 'vsucgv lrs hp kg rtc,hu 'jxp ka vsdvv
ohjnum ,tzv vgac tehhs 'kprgu lauj vkhk ,bhjc 'r,uhc luajv inzv ubhv
ausev rsxv ,t ohfrug lf ouan /r,uhc ohtkpbvu ohkusdv ohxbv ohkd,nu
vguahva rhfzvku rufzk hsfc 'uhbpk ohjbun rurnu vmna vgacu vkhkv enugc
(jh 'f ,una) euxpv kg ohehsmv umhknva hpfu /rurnvu laujv lu,c ,tmnb
,t apjk lhrm kprgv lu,c teuus 'wohektv oa rat kprgv kt adhb vanuw
wv ubng vag ohxbv cura iuuhfnu /,"hav tmnb oa htsuuc hf 'vausev vbhfav
kg sjt kf aeck ,tzv vgavf raufv ,ga lk ihta tmnb 'vz khkc lrc,h
rac hbhgca ohbhhbg kg ukhpt ',utupru ,uguahk ,ufzk 'ukuf kkfv kgu unmg
ouen kfn 'vguah kcek kfuh gcyv lrsn vkgnk eru authh rjtkf cmnv vtrb
/cdab iumr ,g vhv,a tnrd inzv hf 'wvc juyc uck lunx vhvh tkt kkf dtsh tk
tku 'wohxhb curw ,"hav thkpv zt wvkhkw ,bhjcc teuusa unmgk euzhj ostv jehu
rs,xvk ohkufh ovu wouhw ,bhjccu cuy cmnc ova onmg ohcauja o,utf
hapb h,nnusu h,hua tk otw :(c 'tke ohkv,) sus rnt rcfu /onmg ,ujufc
vnutn ,uagk ujufc ihta ostv ahdrhaf er 'whapb hkg kundf unt hkg kundf

/ohnurnn gauuhh hzt 'wunt hkg kundfw lrc,h wv kg hrndk lunxhu

/ohxp ,bu,fv hwwg tuv v"cev kdkda ,uchxvu /v"cev ,rzdc tuv kfvu
vaga ohxp ,ubu,fv hf rntb tk ifu" 'k"zu (iujycv wue) hukv ,hcv lhrtv ifu    
vzk vnuse vrhzd vhv hf 'ubh,uctk ,ukdv vnrd uhjt kg r,h ;xuhk ubhct cegh
kga ,bu,fv ka uzkv vchxv vhva vcchx ,ukdv ,rhzd er 'ohr,cv ihc ,hrcc
h"g vrhzdv ohhe,b vhv ohxp ,bu,fv uk vaug vhv tk otu ',ukdv kdkd,b vsh
'"vchxv ostvk inszha orud lrc,h uk vmrbv 'ccuxnv rcs kfc ifu ',rjt vchx
tuv v"cev cchxa ,uchxv kfa wfa (uy-zk ,hatrc) i"cnrv f"anc g"gu] /k"fg
'vz kg ;hxuvk raptu [/uhrcs kfc awwhg '"rea ,umhrjvu ,nt vrzdv hf" ghsuvk
kdkd kfa 'vz suxh kg ,uruvk tuv '"xprf" rsxv khk ,khj,c t,hts vz kfa
unfu 'v"cev ,jdavc ukuf kf tuv ohrmn .rtk ktrah kkf shruva ohrcsv
,thmh kg ohrcsn ubta osue ubhhvu /"xprf iuakn tuv ohxps" h"ar c,fa
,kaka kfu 'vwwcev hwwg tuv 'sucghav ,kj,v rehga 'ohrnut ubt 'ohrmn
erh kuchy ka ihbg uvzu /khgk wfa unf 'ohxp ,bu,fv h"g cchx v"cev ohrcsv

/[ihbgv oharpnv ruthca unf] osc ohxp ,bu,fv ukcya inhx tuv 'jkn hnc
ohausev ohrpxc rthcu /xprfk osue tuv w.jruwa 'z"g sug ;hxuvk ahu    
tbt vhc" ohrnut ubta unf 'iujyc ka iuak tuva wtbhmjrw iuakn tuv w.jruwa
kfv er 'hsh omugu hjuf oua ihta 'k"r 'ohshv .jrk ubt ihfhrms ubhhvu /".hjr

/v"cev ,jdavc ,ntc ihntn ,uhvk lhha vz hsh kg eru 'v"cev ,jdavc tuv
ka ojk tuv vmn vbvs /v"cev ,jdavc ukuf tuva ibhzj ohrmn ,thmh ihbgk ifu
kg ohkfut ubta uz vmn :vsdvv kgc rnt vmnc sxuhu /rvuzc t,htsf vbunt
lkn ovhkg vkdba sg '.hnjvk ubh,uct ka oemc ehpxv tka oua kg ?vn oua
emcv ,t upthu" :(yk-ch ,una) rntba 'oktdu tuv lurc ausev ohfknv hfkn
vnvn,vk ukfh tku ohrmnn uard hf .nj tk hf ,umn ,dg ohrmnn uthmuv rat
kucdu inz vk ah rcs kfa 'vbuntv hrehgc suxh uvzs 'hrv /"ovk uag tk vsm odu
,uhuvv kfk ah hf 'ukmt rrc,ha" 'k"zu (d"p-s"a) ,ucckv ,cujc t,htsf 'gush
w,h trucv rzda vn kg grdh tku ;hxuh tku gush kucd vrenu omgn z"vugca
rzda vnn ygnn tku 'uyugnc rzda vnk vcrn iht 'unuenu ubnzu u,ufhtu u,unfc
'hrv /k"fg '"urjtk rzda vnk ohsen tku 'unhsevk rzda vnk rjtn tku 'u,ucrc
f"tu /vbuntv ka ,usuxh hrehg kkfc tuv 'gush kucdu inz ah rcs kfka vz suxh

ohnh tkt urcg tk /gudru oka ckc ufrsk dhkpv .hrpvu vjnac ohfxv tuv
xn'lrsv ot kg u,un ,t tmna .hrpv kg vahgrnv vghshv ghdv vrhhgv ktu rp

ohrh,gv ohxfbv odu krgv ubfa ka ubunn od 'ushc oumg aufr og hsuvhv r,ub lf
hsdtv uraugc ,urj,vk vhv kufha sjt sug vchcxv kfc vhv tk ,gf /.hrpv ka
tkfc cerhvk vbfxv hbpc sng ygun inz hbpk lta 'u,jpanu hsuvh u,ut ka

/iunn rh,gu rhagk lpvu ,jtc kdkdv uhkg lpvb xb lrscu hb,nhtv
nnnnttttuuuu////vvvvccccuuuuyyyy    hhhhuuuuppppffff    llllbbbbhhhhttttaaaa    ----    uuuuhhhhkkkktttt    ,,,,rrrr    hnu ',tzv vfrcv kf uk vtc hn jfc jfa tk tuv

/ausev rsxv lkvnc ,unkug ahgrvk ,utkpv ,kkujnu vtkpbv vmgv ,t uk i,b
,"havk vtsuvu vjna lu,n ogpv 'typt rhgv kt ,hba uhngp ,t ohav lfhpk
vsuv 'g"hz typtn ausev ehsmv ka ursj kt xbab ltaf /uapb hypuan ughauva
kg vcuyv ,rfv enug ,t ghcvk u,umrc iudv apb iuhsp ;rhm ;tu uck cren uk
vcrv u,ub,uubgc ehsmv lt /kusdv ,ca ,ars lkvnc uk ehbgva vtkpbv vmgv
kg rcsk ,nhuxn vbuuf kkf uk vhv tk iv 'uhkt kpyb gusn gsuh ubht kkfa igy
hbc ubhjt kmt vhumnv vrm ka iput ahjnvk v,hhv u,buuf kf 'rjt ut vz hsuvh
rcsv ,t vcchx vbuhkgv vjdavv eru 'ohmhrpv iuyka ,j,n ohscuga ktrah

/vkusdv vguahv vkdkd,v lfu gunak lhrma vn ,t gnaha vz vhvh tuva
////jjjjxxxxppppcccc    ,,,,ttttkkkkppppvvvv    llllhhhh,,,,uuuurrrruuuuccccdddd    ....nnnnuuuutttt    trubv jfv ,t ,utrk ohjfub ubt vz vagn chyn

ubhkgn kycku ,unkug ahgrvk 'vzv ausevu kusdv khkc ktrah aht kfk ubaha
lauj ratf ,tzv ,gk yrpc ',ugru ,uae ,urhzd hbhn kf ktrah ,hc kf kgnu

ubhtu ,utcv kg srju dtus sjt kf 'vnht ohrsjnu crj kfa, .ujn .rt vxfh

     dvbifu 'ohausev ohrpxc t,hts unf '"vbuntv dj" tuv jxp ka cuy ouh 
/"vbunt ka ojk" - "t,ubnhvns tnvb" tuv vmna (c-d"pe ,una) rvuzc t,ht
lh,tmuv rat lhekt wv hfbt" :(c-f ,una) ihntvk tuv vbuntv hrehgn vbvu
.rtn lh,tmuv rat" :ch,f htnts 'oharpnv uaevu /"ohscg ,hcn ohrmn .rtn
ohrpufv ukhpts 'oharpnv umrh,u ?".rtu ohna h,haga" :ch,f tku '"ohrmn
'gcyv lrs hp kg dvub okugvs er 'okugv ,t trc v"ceva vsun ohxruehptu
.rtn lh,tmuv rat" :rntb vz kg /,"hav ,jdavc dvub ubhtu /vnusfu ',ukznu
hrndk dvub okugvu ',hyrp vjdavc ihntvk tuv vbuntv hrehgs 'k"r - "ohrmn
a"trv hrcsc arupn ifu /gcyv lrs hp kg kkf dvub ubhtu 'v"cev ,jdavc
u,jdavc ihntvku lcck kfc wvc juyck" 'k"zu (u"f ,ut a"trvk ohhj ,ujrut)
kfc ,uyyuan uhbhg hf uc ihntvc 'okav sujhv lcckc ohhe, vzcu - ,hyrpv
rat" ihntn ubhta hn hf ',uhkf reuju ck ijucu 'aht hfrs kf kg uhbhgu .rtv
vz hf 'oka sujh vz ihtu '"ihntn ubht lhekt wv hfbt"c ;t '"ohrmn .rtn lh,tmuv

/k"fg '"vkuf vru,v kf suxh vzu ohngv kf kg ktrah ,kudx tuv
'ohrmnk ktrah kkf ,shrhc ,hyrp vjdav ksud ubhmn vbvs ';hxuvk vtrbu    
ktrah kkf ,shrh rehg vbv /lanvc rtcb ,"hvzgcu 'ohrmn ,thmh omgc odu
vz h"gu 'oa u,ut urfn uhjta ouan 'vna sruv ;xuha h"g v,hv ohrmn .rtk
(d-zk ,hatrc) h"ar wf ohxp ,bu,fv ihbgc vbvu /ohrcsv ,ukak,av kf kdkd
rn,s 'ohxpv ,bu,f unfu '",kf,u xprf" unf ',kn hkf iuak - ohxp" 'k"zu
ohktgnahku ohrjuxku rphyupk rfnba uh,urm oa kg vsdt arsnu /iubntu
uk i,ba ,b,fv og ,ufhhav uvns 'sutn ohvun, arsnv hrcsu /k"fg '"ohbhsnku

?ohbhsnu 'ohktnahu 'ohrjux 'rphyup 'uhhjc vagba ,urmvk uhct
cr rnt thxjn rc tcr rntu" :(c-h) ,cac t,ht vbvs 'ihbgv rtck vtrbu    
hba kean khcaca 'ohbcv ihc ubc ost vbah kt okugk :cr rnt thrud rc tnj
rcsv kdkd,bu 'uhjt uc utbe,b - uhbc rtan r,uh ;xuhk cegh i,ba ,khn ohgkx
usrha 'ohrcsv ,ukak,av kfa 'vzn rtucnu /f"g '"ohrmnk ubh,uct usrhu
uc ube,b 'ubhct cegh uk i,ba ohxp ,bu,fv hwwga ouan v,hv 'ohrmnk ubh,uct
vzs 'cyhhv icun ihbgv fwwtu /ohrmnk usrha sg 'ohrcsv kdkd vz hwwgu 'uhjt
'kkfu kkf tren oua ubhts ',uruvk tuv ;xuh ka uh,urm oa kg treb ,bu,fva
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kfk iht a"uja vruna 'k"r 'vrhpfv kg vrun .njv f"t vbunt kg vrun vmna
jxp dj ka vsucgv uvzs 'k"h f"tu 'v"cev ,jdavc kfv ihtu 'gush kucd okugc rcs
vbuntc ihntn ,uhvku 'v"cevc vrhpfv kf ubhmgn kyck ubhhvu - .nj kf kyck

!ubhnhc vrvnc vnhka vkutdk vfzha ohnaca ubhct hbpkn r"vhu /v"cevc vnhka
      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS      EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
       ON THE MIDDOS OF ....ON THE MIDDOS OF ....ON THE MIDDOS OF ....ON THE MIDDOS OF .... dddddllllleeeee`̀̀̀̀bbbbb

    The Gemara (/zh ;s ,ufrc) tells us: “Ritzonenu la’asos
ritzonecha,” it is our ratzon to do the will of Hashem. That is
it! Nothing else interests a Jewish soul. So what is the
problem? The Gemara asks the very same question. “Ma
meakaiv” - so what is holding us back? The Gemara tells us
two things. These two things are the source of all of our
problems. The first one is “Se’or Sh’baeesa” - the leaven in
the dough. And the second one is “Shibud Malchiyos” -
social pressures of the world. The Gemara is telling us that it
is the yetzer hara that is inside us that takes us away from
doing Hashem’s will and it is the distractions of the world
out there that pulls us away from Hashem. So what can we
do? Here are two practical ideas that might help us at this
very critical time, when we feel the geulah so close, but we
just don’t know how to get ourselves out of this galus, or
more accurately, how to get the galus out of ourselves.
    First of all we must attack the “Leaven in the dough.”
That, my dear friends, is CHOMETZ! Why do you  think we
are all so busy trying to get rid of the chometz? It is a
message for us. Hashem is not interested in a bunch of
fanatically clean homes. Hashem wants fanatically clean
souls! The chometz represents the midda of Gaavah. The
matzah that we eat on Pesach  represents the humble yid,
what a Jew is supposed to be. True humility is the base from
which every single good midda can be traced. By getting rid
of our Gaavah we are getting the true galus out of the  Jew. 
    Gaavah is the greatest form of slavery. One is a slave to
his own kavod! Moving towards humility is going
“Ma’avdus L’Cheirus!” Rashi (Bamidbar 12,3) tells us that
the definition of humility is “shafal V’savlan” -  which
means self-effacing and patient as epitomized by Moshe
Rabbeinu. Self effacing does not mean that a person thinks of
himself as a nobody. It means that a person realizes that he has
great gifts from Hashem and is humbled by the realization that
Hashem is All-encompassing and Infinite and expects great
things from him. The more talented, brilliant, wealthy or
capable one is, the more humbled he should be, for his
responsibility to Hashem is that much greater. R’ Avraham
Pam zt”l writes that true humility is not refusing to sit at the
mizrach vant in shul, or declining from being the guest of
honor at a dinner. True humility means being a savlan, to be
able to accept the criticism or even mistreatment of others
and not get upset or angry. A true anav can allow insults or
hurtful comments to “PASS OVER” without making a fuss.
    The famous tzaddik Rav Nochum’ke of Horodna zt”l,
whom the Chofetz Chaim zt”l considered his Rebbi, would

,t dhvbn tuv v"ceva 'vz suxh kg vrun 'sutn omnumn inzc u,uagk lhrma 'vmn
tku ohrmnn tmha iuhfu 'v"cev rzda vn euhhsc 'kucdu inz vk ah rcs kfu 'okugv
lv kg ,uruvk tuv .nj ruxhtc ruxta jxp djv kf f"g '.njvk vmnvk inz vhv
iuhfn f"gu '.nj - tuv vmn ka lupvk vbvs 'vz hpk k"hu /v"cevc vbuntv suxh
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devote much time and effort raising money for the poor. He
once asked for a donation from an extremely wealthy and
arrogant man. The man angrily refused to give him money
and then slapped him across the face. Rav Nochum’ke did not
get upset at all. He said, “All right, the potch was for me, but
maybe you have something to give to the poor?” The greatest
proof of humility, is not getting angry. This is something that
we can all work on right now. It is certainly not easy being
home all day long with either a large family or no family.
Either way, it is a great opportunity for us to work on truly
getting rid of the chometz in our homes and in our hearts. In
this way we truly go from avdus, being a slave to the yetzer
hara, to cheirus - being a beloved child of Hashem.
     The second reason we find it so hard to follow our own
true desire which is ratzon Hashem, is shibud malchuyos.
Being subjugated to the nations of the world. So how do we
get the Jew out of galus, or more correctly how do we get the
galus out of the Jew? Well, what really is galus? Galus means
exile, it means that we are away from Home, far from the
beliefs and lifestyle that is Jewish. There is a Jewish way to
dress, to eat, to talk, to think and to feel. The Nations of the
World have certainly done their job of torturing and
persecuting us. We also have done our fair share of trying to
be like them. WHY? They have to remind us in every
generation that we are NOT like them, but we insist on
dressing like them, copying the trendy fashions of Paris and
making them kosher. We insist on eating food that is Chinese,
Japanese, French and of course who in this generation can
live without sushi? It is all kosher mehadrin min hamehadrin
.... but it is not Jewish! 
    The Jewish music that we listen to today is the furthest
thing from Jewish. Most of the songs are either taken from
non-Jewish sources or they sound like they are from a rock
concert! What has become of our Jewish lifestyle? while the
Jews were in egypt they held on tightly to 3 things and in that
zechus they were redeemed. they did not change their Jewish
language, they did not change their Jewish dress and they did
not change their Jewish names. these things reminded them
constantly that they are Jews and they are different. it was this
very Jewish identity that brought the jews out of the galus. 
     My dear friends, it is soon erev Pesach, we are all working
very hard. Let us focus our efforts on the things that really
count. Let us truly go from slavery to freedom. Let us take the
galus out of ourselves, so that Hashem will finally take all of
His Beloved Yidden out of this galus! May we be zoche to
greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu B’karov Mammash-Amen!
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he had met him too. “Who’s the Baal Shem Tov and why should I bother to go and meet him; I’m probably Just as important as
him if not more so,” Mendel thought to himself. Mendel did notice however, that people were really impressed to meet anyone
who had met the Baal Shem Tov and so he thought it wouldn’t be a bad idea to be able to say that he had indeed met him. 
    As it happened Mendel needed to travel on behalf of the Czar during Chol Hamoed Pesach and found himself in the
vicinity of Mezhibuzh. He decided to satisfy his curiosity and the night before Shviyi shel Pesach he went to the Baal Shem
Tov’s shul. He found chasidim praying, some were studying and some were sitting around singing, telling stories about their
master and discussing his teachings. They welcomed him warmly and told him that the Baal Shem Tov would soon come in to
learn with them. Suddenly, all the chasidim stood up in silence; the Baal Shem Tov had entered the shul. As soon as he sat
down at the head of the table they all quickly crowded around him to catch every one of his words. Mendel found himself at the
edge of the group of chasidim. It had been quite a while since the last time that he was treated just as an ordinary person and this
made him a bit uncomfortable. After singing a niggun the Baal Shem Tov started to speak. Mendel listened in but he did not
really understand most of what he heard. He did catch one idea, but it made no sense to him. The Baal Shem Tov said that it is
possible to say one’s prayers and yet the prayers may not ascend to heaven for a long time. It is entirely possible that the prayers
of one who prayed in the afternoon should reach Hashem before the prayers of one who had prayed much earlier in the day.
“There are some Pesach Seder prayers that have yet to ascend to heaven, even though they were said five days ago.” 
    Mendel did not listen much after that; he was baffled as to why so many people were giving this man so much attention,
especially since he didn’t seem to say anything that made much sense. “Why did I bother coming here, I should just have
stayed home? There is nothing special about this man and he says these foolish things. Can it be possible that the words I said
at my seder have not yet reached Hashem? How ridiculous!” Mendel thought. It was too late for him to get home for Yom
Tov, though, and so he resigned himself to being in Mezhibuzh for the last two days of Pesach.
    The Baal Shem Tov had instituted a custom that is practiced to this very day called Moshiach’s Seudah. A few hours before
the end of Acharon shel Pesach, chasidim have another meal at which they eat matza and drink another four cups of wine
with much singing and dancing in honor of Moshiach and the ultimate redemption. Mendel had never participated in such a
meal, and frankly he was already anxious for the holiday to be over so that he could run out and find some bread to eat. But
these chasidim were in no rush, in fact it seemed as if they would be much happier if Pesach wouldn’t end.
    At one point during the meal, the Baal Shem Tov and the chasidim sang a very hauntingly beautiful niggun and everyone
went into a very deep and high place. Everyone’s eyes were shut and only Mendel was looking around. In the midst of the
niggun the Baal Shem Tov placed his hands on the shoulders of the man next to him, and everyone did likewise. It became
very quiet. Mendel, as unaccustomed as he was to all of this, shut his eyes and placed his hands of the shoulders of the man
next to him. Suddenly, he felt as if he was transported to a heavenly sphere and he was seeing a replay of his own seder - what
had actually happened on the first night of Pesach! Mendel had gone to shul and knowing that it was customary to invite the
needy to one’s seder, he approached two wayfarers and just said, “You and you, you’ll be my guests tonight,” and then he
went to his seat at the front of the shul. He didn’t really want any guests, but it was the respectable thing to do. In fact, he
finished the prayers before everyone else and went home alone. When davening was over the two wayfarers waited for their
host. The shul was already empty and the shamash was about to close up. He saw these two forlorn fellows and asked them if
they had been invited anywhere. They told him that someone had indeed ordered them to come but they did not know who it
was; they described him as best as they could. “It sounds like you’re going to Mendel’s home. I’ll tell you how to get there,
but be careful!” the shamash told them. He didn’t explain, but he was thinking about Mendel’s vicious guard dogs.
    Mendel had gone home before everyone else and had already started his seder as his two guests were still finding their way to
his home. He had already made Kiddush and was about to say, “Ha Lachma Anya - this is the bread of affliction that our
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. All who are hungry, let them come and eat, all who are needy let them come and join us in...”
just as his two guests were about to open the gate. As the words “Ha Lachma Anya” left his mouth, Mendel in his vision, saw the
letters and the words as they began to ascend to heaven. Suddenly, one of his guard dogs jumps up and with a great snarl snatches
the word “Ha” right out of the air and devours it. And then the second dog ferociously jumps up and snatches the word
“Lachma” before it rose and it too devoured the word. And so it was with every word that he said. The dogs literally ate the
words as they came out of his mouth! And then, the ferocious dogs turned on the two trembling guests. With snarls and growls
they attacked and the two poor Jews barely got away and ran for their lives. They never made it to Mendel’s seder. 
     Now Mendel realized what the Baal Shem Tov meant when he said that some prayers never ascended to Hashem. He
realized that the message was for him! He grew faint and passed out on the floor. The chasidim revived him. Later that
evening he had a chance to have a personal conversation with the Baal Shem Tov and he humbly asked for his guidance in doing
teshuvah. He felt very embarrassed, but the master’s love and words of encouragement restored his confidence. Needless to say,
Mendel came home a much more humble and joyous servant of Hashem. (This story was told by Rabbi Sholom Brodt)
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together – bringing the food in, eating, clearing the table, doing the washing up. A man who had tens of thousands of people
people literally at his beck-and-call! What a powerful lesson!”
     Rabbi Jacobson paused for a moment, and then he smiled. “I’ve got one better for you,” he said. He told me about a query
he received from a divorced woman who was scheduled to have her children for Pesach and she prepared an entire festive
Yom Tov, including the 2 Sedorim. At the last minute, plans changed and she was left all alone for Pesach. “Rabbi Jacobson,”
she said, “I almost fainted from shock and heartache. I was also so ashamed. I guess I could have called my parents and gone
to them for the Seder. But how could I actually do that? I had told everyone my kids were coming! The truth is, I did not have
the energy to even be with anyone. I felt completely and totally numb - dry and lifeless. So I did the Seder by myself. On my
own. It was the worst and most bitter Seder I have ever had. I just sat there crying the whole way through. Weeping. It wasn’t
Pesach. It was Tisha B’Av. I did not have to eat Maror. My entire life was Maror. Yes, I went through the Haggadah and ate
the Matza; but the entire Seder took me 25 minutes.” In her misery, she concluded, “Rabbi Jacobson, did I do the right thing?
Did I fulfill my Seder obligation? Was it even called a Seder? Because it did not feel like a proper Pesach.”
    Rabbi Jacobson responded with a burst of inspiration. “In 1988 the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s wife died, and he was left on his
own, as they sadly had no children. She passed away in February, and two months later was Pesach. Every year, the Rebbe
and his Rebbetzen had a Seder together, but this year he was on his own, totally by himself. Who would the Rebbe conduct
the Pesach Seder with? I recall that a young boy, Ari Halberstam – who was later tragically gunned down on Brooklyn
Bridge, in 1994 – approached the Rebbe after Maariv on the first night of Pesach and, on behalf of his mother, invited the
Rebbe to his home for Seder. Ari’s family lived at 706 Eastern Parkway, just one block away from ‘770’. The Rebbe smiled at
Ari and shook his head. He thanked him profusely, but told Ari he would be having the Seder in his private office in ‘770’.” 
   “And so, the great Lubavitcher Rebbe - the man who inspired countless people around the world for their Seders, who
personally undertook to provide a meaningful Pesach Seder for Israeli Army personnel who were on duty on the first night of
Pesach via his shluchim in Eretz Yisrael – had the Seder on his own. Not one other person was present. As the Talmud says: if
you are on your own, you ask yourself the ‘Ma Nishtana’ questions, and then you answer them to yourself.”
    “A few of us yeshivah boys did not go home that night; we waited outside in the street - and after a couple of hours, the
Rebbe opened the door to welcome Eliyahu Hanavi and recite ‘Shefoch Chamascha.’ He walked outside, holding a candle
and his Haggadah, said the prayer, gave us a wave, and then went back inside to finish the Seder by himself.”
    “My dear lady,” said Rabbi Jacobson, “if it was good enough for the Lubavitcher Rebbe to have the Seder on his own, trust
me, your Seder was perfect! The Rebbe could have had his Seder with 100 people, 1000 people, or 10,000 people. He was
responsible for hundreds of thousands of people celebrating Pesach on Seder night, from Kathmandu to Alaska, from San
Francisco to New Zealand. But at the end of the day, he went and did the Seder on his own. He didn’t need anyone else to be
close to G-d. He didn’t need adulation. He didn’t need validation. He sat alone and relived the Exodus from Egypt.”
    “I was only 15 at the time,” concluded Rabbi Jacobson, “but despite my youth, I felt sad that the Rebbe had nobody to be with
for the Seder. Why did he not invite even one person to be with him? But today, after hearing your story, I may have discovered
the answer - and it is just a personal feeling. As a true Jewish leader, the Rebbe wished to empower all those souls who would
ever need to do their Seder alone. He wanted them to know that their solitary Pesach Seder was powerful, meaningful, and real.
Jewish history and the Divine presence would dwell at their Seder just as it does at a Seder with many people there.”
   This year, so many people will be having the Seder on their own or without their families. All of our Seders will be
diminished, and anxiety will be hovering in the air. And all of us will be thinking to ourselves – ‘is this really a proper Seder?’
    I think Rabbi Jacobson’s story about the Lubavitcher Rebbe in 1988 answers that question, and it eases any doubts we may
have about our impending ‘depleted’ experience. After all, “if it was good enough for the Lubavitcher Rebbe to have the
Seder on his own, trust me, your Seder is going to be just perfect!” (https://rabbidunner.com/)

 //// sh,gk jxp okugk wv luknh oktudk urruah iuhmc jxp(jxp ka iutjtk yuhp)
    Mendel went from being a poor shoemaker to being the official boot maker to the Czar’s officers. He used to be a poor
man like most shoemakers, lived humbly and did his best to do a good job and earn a living. One day his poor mazel
changed to mazel tov - good fortune. Suddenly, he was rich! He bought a beautiful home just on the edge of his small
town, surrounded by a large garden and a high fence. Now he had everything, family, money, honor and a beautiful home
to show off with. And his esteem in the community rose accordingly. He was no longer a simple shoemaker; now he was a
successful and highly respected footwear manufacturer. As his money and honor grew, he believed that he was getting
wiser each day. Before he was a quiet humble man; now he became a haughty and arrogant  boor.
    At that time the holy Baal Shem Tov’s name began spreading over the region. Many spoke of his holiness and his
openness, caring and love for his fellow Jews. Mendel met many people who had met this great Tzaddik and they asked him if

 //// rurn vzv vkhkv ,uerh rta ihkfut ubt ,ukhkv kfca(jxp ka vsdv rsx)
     The great tzaddik, R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”l (Maharil Diskin) began his rabbinic career at a very young age. He
inherited his father’s rabbinate in the Polish city of Lomza at the age of 25. He later served as a Rabbi in Mezeritch,
Kovno, Shklov, Brisk - where he attained the original title of “Brisker Rav” - and finally the holy city of Jerusalem after
moving there in 5636 (1876). R’ Yehoshua Leib remained in Jerusalem for 21 years. He established the Ohel Moshe
Yeshivah, and gave shiurim there. He assisted many of those who were building the first settlements in Eretz Yisroel. He
was a great Tzaddik, one whose every gesture was dictated by halacha and he took on numerous pious customs which he
did not place on others. One of the many stringencies that he took upon himself due to this pious character was that the
Maharil only ate matza on the first night of Pesach; the rest of Yom Tov he would not eat matza for fear that it might
contain or become Chometz. Obviously, this was a huge stringency and he would not require anyone else to keep this
custom. However, personally, for the entirety of Pesach, the Maharil ate almost nothing but potatoes.  
    One year, it was a Shemita year, and and it was nearly impossible to obtain potatoes - or any vegetables for that matter -
except from gentiles. Although some people were able to purchase fruits and vegetables from the local Arab populace, the
holy Maharil refused to be lenient for Pesach and pay money for fruits of Shemita of a gentile. He was very limited in his
options and he wondered where he would get potatoes for Pesach that year.
    The Maharil heard that in the surrounding Arab villages, they had potatoes and he hoped to obtain some. He sent his
close and beloved talmid R’ Eliezer Don Ralbag zt”l outside Jerusalem to search the Arab villages for someone, anyone,
who will give him a few potatoes for free. He went from village to village until he finally found an old kindly Arab who
agreed to give him a bag of potatoes for no money. 
    Successful in his mission, R’ Eliezer wished to hurry back and give his Rebbe the good news, but in his haste, he lost his
way. He walked down the road which he thought led into Jerusalem but somehow he took the wrong path. Looking
around, he realized that this way was unfamiliar and he became nervous. Danger was a constant presence on these small
pathways and not wishing to keep walking and getting further lost, R’ Eliezer stopped and sat down on a log. 
    As he offered a heartfelt prayer to Hashem to help him complete his mission, he suddenly heard the sound of someone
coming down the road. Completely out of the blue, a Turkish officer, resplendent in his crisply starched uniform, riding a
big beautiful horse appeared and stopped to ask him what he was doing so far from civilization. R’ Eliezer told him that he
had gotten lost and could not get back to Jerusalem. The Turkish officer accompanied R’ Eliezer and brought him back to
the main road. With much appreciation, R’ Eliezer turned to thank the officer but the man on his beautiful steed had
disappeared. Strange as it was, at least he was out of the woods and able find his way back to Jerusalem. After returning
home, he told his Rebbe, the Maharil, about the unusual event. In a holy gaze, the Maharil looked at his talmid and said that
he merited Giluy Eliyahu - a revelation of Eliyahu Hanavi, something only the most righteous people can merit. 
    The next year, a few days before Pesach, the Maharil wished to buy potatoes from the same Arab. He sent R’ Eliezer
again just as he did the previous year. When he arrived in the Arab village, he found the same old Arab’s home but this
time, it looked different. It was freshly painted and fixed up. When R’ Eliezer offered to pay him for a bag of potatoes, the
Arab refused to take any payment from him. “You don’t understand what’s been happening with my crops since last
year,” the Arab told him. “I have never seen such a blessing in my crop! It is surely because I gave your rabbi the potatoes
last year for free!” He was so sure that this blessing came to him due to his generous deed the previous year. It cost him a
mere couple of potatoes and now he was the wealthiest Arab in the village!

 //// u,uagk vfzb if u,t rsxk ubhfz ratf uh,eju uypan kff u,fkvf jxp rushx kxj(vmrb rsx)
     Rabbi Pinni Dunner, the senior rabbi at Young Israel of North Beverly Hills, in California, tells over the following: One of
the issues that has been coming up again and again in the past week during phone calls I have been having with my
community, and with others from further afield, is the fact that people will be on their own for the Pesach Seder this year. It is
either that or their Seder will be drastically reduced in numbers, with children or parents elsewhere, all isolated in the midst of
the current social-distancing self-quarantine situation, which is so important to prevent the spread of the disease. Some people
will literally be by themselves, solitary, with no one to do the Seder with at all. “How can we do a Seder by ourselves?” they
ask me. “Doesn’t the Pesach Seder need to be done with family and guests?” Well, let me tell you a story that I heard from
Rabbi YY Jacobson, the well-known Rabbi and inspirational speaker. Rabbi Jacobson often tells stories about the Lubavitcher
Rebbe zt”L when he speaks to audiences, so I asked him if he ever focuses on the simple mannerisms of the Rebbe.
    “For example,” I asked Rabbi Jacobson, “do you ever tell audiences that in their sixty years of marriage, the Rebbe and his
wife ate every Shabbos meal together on their own? No guests, no attendants, no public spectacle, just a married couple eating


