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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Minhagim and Customs of the Yamim Noraim (5)
Splitting the Yom Tov Meal. Last week we listed the correct
times for Sholosh Seudos, which is harder to fulfill when Shabbos
is erev the second day of Yom Tov. Since one should not start a
bread meal in the last quarter of the day in order to have a good
appetite for the night-time Yom Tov meal, it must be done earlier.
This is harder on Rosh Hashana when many people come home
from davening after 2 p.m. There are two choices: One can plan
his time well and allow for two separate (shorter) meals, and give
each meal its proper time. Others split the first meal into two by
eating some courses, bentching, taking a break, washing and
saying Hamotzie on new Lechem Mishna; eating the third meal
and bentching again. The Mishna Berura () says that it is best to
eat two separate meals because dividing a meal which normally
would be eaten as one with extra berachos might be a nyNw nom
o . Nevertheless, many follow the second option, dividing the
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washing so it shouldn’t be a blatant N> n»xw nom. The Chazon
Ish @ holds it should be for at least half-an-hour. The Munkatcher
Rebbe 3)says at least a quarter of an hour. The Kitzur ) defines
a break as doing another activity such as learning for a short time
or going for a walk outside. It seems that this is the ongoing
custom. If time is very tight, one can wait just a few seconds, and
rely on the opinion of the Eishel Avrohom () that this is enough.
There is also an opinion that no break is needed as the obligation
to eat a third meal makes it not an unnecessary set of berachos.

How To Divide the Meal. The Poskim write that the first meal
of the day should be more elaborate than the second meal ().
Some people serve two courses (fish and eggs) before bentching
and serve cholent in the next meal. I think this is based on the
logic that a two-course meal is more chashuv than a one-course
meal. If the cholent is clearly the main part of the meal, it seems
more appropriate to bentch after the cholent and have bread and
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meal in two. The following halachos pertain to this group. something small for the next meal. Those who keep the minhag
How Much Time Between Meals? When dividing the meal, a  based on Kaballah to eat fish in all three Shabbos meals should
small break should be made between bentching and the second do the same now and have fish at this third meal.
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"yaEpS TN IS M3y ey men 927 - The posuk regarding 1y Tay says "7y 12 07" Abaye says this teaches us that an T2y should be
nnwm a1 pay. He explains that the ymx should not eat high quality bread (i3 ©), while the y°y eats a lower quality (M ©9). The p
shouldn't be drinking high quality wine and serve his T2y a lower quality wine. Because of this no5n, the y27 said: yymx npo v'y nnpn 52"
sy, ‘o [95 n"1] asks that the above halacha says the ymx must treat the vy as an equal. Where do we see that he is acquiring a master
() for himself? "own answers by bringing a smbwyy that says if the master has only 1 pillow, he must give it to the 72y to be ¥ 2 » o¥pn
Tay. So, we see from the fact that the master must give precedence to the Tay, he is acquiring a v for himself. Py 1 [20 1n"2] is w7 from
the pasuk "oy prxony, that onmip 0. This is in contrast to xmoa y2 who says if 2 people are traveling and one has a jug of water Sv )
(o, if they share it they will both die, but if the owner keeps it for himself he will survive but not his companion, v 11 paskens 1merw 10M
o omv. R’ Akiva argues and he is vt from "pay”, that ynmip 0, your life takes precedence, and you may keep your water for yourself.

The 9w 0" [ow] brings that the "oy asks a nvno from the smoen» that our "o brings, that leams from the word "pay” not pmip 7,
but just the opposite, that the master must give precedence to the ay and give him is only pillow! So how does xpy ™ leam from the word Ty
that i 7n? He answers that really it does mean to give precedence to the other person, but in practice this can't work. Because for example
in our case of the o 5w nwp, if yawx the owner would give it o ywiaw to fulfill "y, then when ywnw receives it, he would be amnn to give it
back to Y2 s0 he could be 1y o»pn, and they would have to go back and forth mo 2215 a0, S0 we say i 7. Butin our case of the
y"y, only the yx is mNn in Ty ¥ 190 %, and this could be accomplished, because once the ymx gives it to the vy, he may keep it and need not
give it back, because he is not i in this 17 of oy 1o 20 3. Sy gor 4 [P qo» Yo brings this same xyn of the v o™ in the name of
the VNN and according to this ¥, if y2x was a Hy1 and Pynw was a yop, he would have to give the o bw P to v the Yo7,
because since the Yo is not mxna 7 he would not have to give it back and may keep it and there wouldn't be the issue of )0 7279 P,

The n'nom [ 1N, 1] brings the Rambam ['v on X' or1ay] that paskens, "n 121 Mo Nipwnay K380 Y ymwnd P ND 0, but does
not mention the case of the s»mbwy that "own brings or that one must give precedence to the v"y. The n'run therefore says that it seems from the
fact that the Rambam left it out, must be that the o137 holds that this s> is arguing on the %521 and the ©"am paskens like the *Ha3, and if
there is only 1 pillow the Y7~ gets to keep it. ﬁfk)@ﬁ}& ﬂ)ﬂ ,Z;\lﬂ)ﬂ t'[’:z;?wf;]’;’_":;;’ Ao ;2; ‘w'*:;fp’? 4‘)”
R’ Yehuda Amital z¢”I (Rosh Yeshivas Har Etzion) would say: 19N INIDID TIIT NIV (6) 19D T VIN

“IONIY YN D5 DMLY ODPY DVIY DPWNT - Rashi comments that the leaders come first on purpose. Why is that so?
Why does Moshe single out leaders before the rest of the people? The Yerushalmi (Chagiga 2:2) talks about Shimon ben
Shetach and the fate possibly awaiting him for taking a mantel that wasn’t his to have. More adherence is demanded of
Jewish leadership. One who takes the mantel must stand up and be held to the higher standard and thus gets called out first.”
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A Wise Man would say: “A person cannot antagonize and influence at the same time.”
& HE orchestrates all eventsi...
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About a year before the Iranian Revolution, two emissaries of Chabad came to Iran in order to print the Sefer Tanya in
Tehran, the capital city of Iran. The Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z#”’/, initiated a campaign to

print the Tanya, the seminal work of Chabad Chassidic thought, in cities around the globe. The sefer was sent to be printed, =3

but there were delays and it took a long time to get started. In the meantime, in February 1979, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
led a religious revolution which overthrew the Shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the reigning leader of Iran, and the Jewish
community recognized the danger of the new radical regime. Rabbi Yehuda Ezrachian, who was responsible for the Jewish
community’s spiritual needs, arranged to remove all copies of the Tanya from the printer in order to bring them to the
community’s library. There, in the large hall of the library, they were stored temporarily, in uneven piles.

The new government announced a law, called “cleansing,” which stated that every Iranian citizen and all public
organizations had thirty days in which to burn all documents, papers, and books that had the Shah’s royal emblem or anything
connected to his reign, on them. It ominously stated that after thirty days, anybody who possessed anything with these
symbols would be severely punished. And if it was determined that he purposely did not destroy them, he would be executed.

Rabbi Ezrachian relates: “We faced a serious problem in that we had archives over a hundred years old, and most of the
documents and books had the royal emblem on them, as well as the name of the Shah and his government. We also had a
collection of special gold coins that the community produced in 1967 in honor of the Shah’s coronation and in celebration of
2500 years since the coronation of Koresh. On one side of the coin was a Menorah and on the other was either the Shah’s
royal emblem, the name Koresh, or a crown. As Jews, it was very hard for us to accept the ‘cleansing’ of the entire library and
huge archive of our traditions, but we had no choice. Still, there was no way we could comply with the law in such short time.

“When the month ended, we had not managed to complete the job, as expected. We hadn’t really started either. A day or
two later, the secretary came into my office and said that two government inspectors had shown up to inspect the entire
building, in order to see whether we had followed the cleansing law. I was terrified. I understood that I was doomed and that
the entire Jewish community was in great danger. I said Vidui (Confession) and Shema Yisroel, and prepared myself for what
I knew was coming. When the inspectors entered my office, I was able to outwardly remain calm. They asked to see some
Jewish books. For some reason, and still to this day, I can’t explain why, it occurred to me to take them first to the library.

They immediately noticed the piles of books that were strewn all over. One of the inspectors bent over and picked one up. It
was a Tanya! He asked me what it was, and I told him first about the author, about the Baal HaTanya, then about the Chabad
movement, the Baal Shem Tov z£”’l and Chassidus. I also said that this book was one of the primary texts of the movement.

“He opened it at random and asked me to explain to him what it said on the page he had opened to. It was the first page of
Book Two, Shaar HaYichud V’HaEmuna. 1 read the words and then translated into Persian and explained the entire page.
When I was done, the inspector closed it, kissed it, and said, ‘In a place with books like these, and with such a person in
charge of a place like this, there is no need for any additional inspections!’

We were stunned. When I recovered from this unexpected but very pleasant shock, I said to the Iranian government
inspector that the Jewish community would be extremely happy if he would do us the honor of signing our guestbook before
he left. He agreed with a smile, and wrote: ‘On such and such a day, I visited the offices of the Jewish community, and
inspected and ascertained that all was as it should be.””

The following Shabbat, in shul, the entire Tehran Jewish community celebrated with Rabbi Ezrachian the miracle that took [\

place in the merit of the Tanya. (Adapted from Rabbi Yerachmiel Tilles interview with Rabbi Yehuda Ezrachian printed in Kfar Chabad Magazine
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At the end of Parshas Ki Savo, Rashi quotes a Medrash that when the Yidden saw Moshe giving the Torah to Shevet Levi

"C, and the elders, they vehemently protested. They claimed that they had equal rights to it. Moshe was elated that they showed a

deep concern in not wanting to part from it. What was the reason for his initial intention to give it to Levi for safekeeping?
There is a beautiful Meshech Chochma that explains this, based on a Yerushalmi. The Yerushalmi says about Reb Elazar
Ben Azaria, that it was distinctly evident that he was a tenth generation descendant of Ezra Hasofer, and even his eyes

& resembled those of Ezra. What's the link between these two Torah giants? He explains that Ezra instituted a major change in

the mesorah (with Hashem’s haskama). He translated the Torah into Aramaic, thus making it easily accessible to the masses.

&'| Until that point, the Torah was limited to the sages and scholars. Those who would want to learn had to turn to the elders and
$%_ | study under their tutelage. That system had obvious advantages, but many drawbacks as well. Ezra’s innovation enabled everyone
5| to learn; even the laymen. Similarly, Reb Elazar Ben Azaria added benches to the Beis Medrash and removed the requirement
"C, that one must be 125121 to enter (see Gemara Brachos). By doing so, he availed the Torah to many more of the klal.

To introduce such change, one must have a special eye - "nTyn y". Hence, Reb Elazar Ben Azaria’s eyes resembled Ezra

3 %| Hasofer’s, since they each had eyes that perceived the needs of their people, and through that forward-seeing vision, extended

the Torah to all. Moshe initially wanted to preserve the Mesoras HaTorah by giving it to Shevet Levi, who would, no doubt,

= protect its purity. Yet, when he saw the love for the Torah demonstrated by all of Klal Yisroel, he realized that they too would

properly guard it. Let us realize w»’n on » - the Torah is our very life, it’s available to all, and will greatly enhance our lives!
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YT ﬁ}_ﬂﬂ"ij‘ v ﬂ"’?)‘j .‘;‘wz@) out of him. This is not the first time this has happened.”

(@-5) .. 21 2 5N 15 mape w NS N oS A 8 The visitor looked surprised, “Really? When did such a

"G Yom: R’ Yaakov Yosef Herman z¢”l, emigrated from Vilna
| to New York City with his parents as a child and was left on

his own a few years later after the family returned to Europe.

%] He is legendary for being one of the pioneers that upheld

Torah Jewry in America. He took a strong stance behind

(t, righteous individuals and fought a long and hard battle to
o% | uphold the laws of the Torah in America.

One year before the Yamim Noraim, a visitor came by. I
have a surprise, Rabbi,” he said. “Do you recall Shmeril

C *| Burkes of Vilna? Well, just now I passed a synagogue where
%] I saw that he was advertised as the Chazzan (cantor) of the

congregation. We know that he is not skilled in the art; I

| wonder how he became a Chazzan?”

“I'm not surprised,” answered R” Yaakov Yosef, “Crossing

thing happen before? It’s not in the Torah,” he declared.

R’ Yaakov Yosef explained with a twinkle in his eye.

“Actually it is. When Hashem told Moshe, ‘Come and I will
send you to Pharaoh to bring My people out of Egypt,’
Moshe answered, ‘I am not a man of words.” However, after
Moshe crossed the Red Sea, it is written; “Then Moshe sang’.
Thus, we see that we have a precedent even for this!”
Ywn3: The Torah tell us that there is a certain mitzvah that it is
not across an ocean that you will have to traverse to get it.
Chazal explain that if this mitzvah would demand such
strenuous dedication, we would be required to do so.
Whatever that mitzvah is (Torah or Teshuvah), we learn from
here how much dedication a person must exercise in his
avodas Hashem. What a profound insight to ponder as we
approach the great day of Rosh Hashana!

"C, the ocean did him so much good that it made a Chazzan out
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On the final day of Moshe Rabbeinu’s life, he announced to the Jewish people, “I can no longer go and come; Hashem

¢ M has told me that I will not cross this Jordan.” Rashi explains that Moshe was not weak, nor were his internal organs failing.
®% ] In what way was he unable to “go and come”? Hashem had taken away His “authority” to live any longer.

The “Toldos,” R’ Yaakov Yosef of Polnoa z#”’I offers a remarkably insightful observation. A righteous Tzaddik is not

In this week’s Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi proclaims "
"N wWN — “I greatly rejoice in Hashem ... for He has
clothed me with garments of triumph.” The question is, why
does the Navi use a double expression to describe his joy?

Rabbeinu Bachya ben Asher z£”’l (Kad HaKemach)
explains that Chazal (Berachos 24a) teach us: “A person is
required to give a blessing on the bad as he would on the
good.” Tt is easy for a person to bless Hashem when he is
relaxed, happy and content. It’s a whole other thing when he
is stressed and overwhelmed due to bad tidings. But every
human being deals with adversity in a different way. Some
take it in stride, while others collapse under the pressure. And
then there are those who fall somewhere in between.

Chazal tell us that Hashem’s workings on this world fall
under one of two categories: "ONN NTY" - benevolent
compassion, or "YTn N1 - strict judgment. Oftentimes, it is
easy to discern the difference between the two, thereby
enabling all of us to know Hashem’s “feelings” so we can act
accordingly. But there are times when it is indiscernible. It is
at those times that we feel vulnerable and afraid.

Yeshaya HaNavi uses the double wording of "na vwux "
in order to drive home the idea that regardless of Hashem’s
“feeling” we must always bless Hashem. In that merit, we are
assured that Hashem will slip into His compassionate mood.

In the few short weeks leading up to Rosh Hashana, this
lesson is all the more important for every Yid to internalize.

‘:v‘j‘.v, one to sit back and allow himself to “coast” in his performance of Torah and mitzvos. Rather, every day of his life is

devoted to growth and spiritual improvement - (N-T9 ©5NMN) "N SN NN D" - “he moves from station to station.” Of

»“ course, this was the way Moshe lived his entire life, right up until his final day. However, the moment Moshe felt that

Hashem had “removed His authority” from him - in other words, the Almighty Himself was indicating that he had reached

<Yz his pinnacle and there was no place left for him to rise - at that precise moment Moshe knew that his day of death had

arrived. Thus, he said, “I can no longer go and come” - 1 have no power to continue to improve and therefore it is quite

| rt, obvious that I will die this very day and Yehoshua bin Nun will take my place as the nation’s leader.

The lesson that each and every one of us can take from here is quite obvious. We are not on the level of Moshe Rabbeinu

”' *| and thus it is impossible that we will ever “peak’ in our spiritual growth, to the point that we have no further to go. But we
,“ can surely TRY! We can work extra hard on our level of Torah study; on our actions between Man and G-d, as well as
& | between Man and our fellow Man. Taking our performance of mitzvos to the next level is not something that we should
{51 consider, or look upon positively, but rather an action that we CAN, and we MUST do! Especially in these final few days

before the great Day of Judgment, let us rise to a new station in life and strive to emulate Moshe on his final day.




