
,ja hbpk vean vkf hf isrhv rff kf ,t trhu uhbhg ,t yuk tahu
yuk gxhu isrhv rff kf ,t yuk uk rjchu /// vrng ,tu osx ,t wv
hrgc cah yuku igbf .rtc cah orct /uhjt kgn aht usrphu osen

 /// osx sg kvthu rffv(ch'th'h-dh)gr cuyku cuy grk ohrnutv huv - 
     ttk hapt ht rnt 'okug ka ubunsen unmg ghxv 'vsdt arsnu - osen :h"ar

snk v,t ofu,n hf 'vvhn, ohrrugn ukt h"ar hrcs vbv /uhvktc tku orctc
ovrct hfrsc vmr tka rjtn hf 'yuk ka u,nzuhn v,hv ovrctn yuk ka u,shrpa
ubt ohtur (y 'j khgk) ,utrenc ohbhhgnaf obnt 'u,mhjnc ,uvak vmr tk cua
vkgv tka sgu 'oukav hbpn yukk ,tz ghmva vz tuv 'ovrct ,mg ,tz v,hva
trehgna jrfvcu 'ovrctn srphvk yuk ka u,gs kg vkg tk u,gmv ,t ovrct
,mhjnc uk vhv jubu 'uhkgn ohna ,ufkn kug eurpk yuk ka u,gs kg vkg tk
khgk h"ar vtr) vcuy tk lrsc vfhkvn vtmu,f v,hv vchrnv omga ;tu 'ovrct
vbgn aehc ihhsg hrva 'kug ,ehrpf ohrsdun uhagn uhv tk ,tz kfc '(z euxp
u,shrpa urntha uz thv vthkp if otu '(oa h"arc rtucnf) vru,v hp kg uhagnk

/utruccu ovrctc ubumr h#tn vtmu,f v,hv yuk ka
trehgn hf /ohrcsv ohrvc,n ,utrenv uktc ohehhsnu ,me ohbbuc,naf lt    
gnaa rjt okut 'ubnn srphvk .pj vhv tku ovrct ka ufrsc eust yuk vhv
shgn cu,fva hpfu 'unmgk ouen rujck hsf kc, hbp kg .hmvk aehc ovrct ,mgk
sg uc rhfv tka asj okugk zt gsuu,b hf 'gdpb .hmva iuhfu wuhbhg ,t yuk tahuw
vz vhva iuhfu 'uc kukf okugv cuy kfa rff 'wvean vkufa rffw vkd,b uhbhgk 'zt

trh, kt rntk vzjnc orct kt wv rcs vhv vktv ohrcsv rjt
iputv ihbgc - (t-uy) /// stn vcrv lrfa lk idn hfbt orct

tcv okugu vzv okugc rfa kcek
    th,kce tna rnutu dtus vhvu ohfknv ,t drva vz xb uk vagba rjt" :h"ar

abugv in lk idn hfbt orct trh, kt ouenv uk rnt lfk 'h,uesm kf kg rfa
lrfa 'lrfa kuce kg dtus v,ta vnu ',drva ,uapb i,ut kf kg abg, tka
'ohkusd ohxhb uk vagbu 'ubhct ovrct kmhv v"ceva rjt hrv /k"fg '"stn vcrv
'xb uk vagba ouan tnkg htvc urfa kche rcfa rapt dtus ubhct ovrct vhv
vbfx ouenc ost sungh kt okugk" :(/ck ,ca) wndc t,htsfu /ohfknv in kmhbu
/f"g '"uh,uhfzn uk ihfbn 'xb uk ihaug otu /xb uk ihaug iht tna 'xb uk ihauga rnuk

/urfa kf shxpv tna trh ,uhvk vkusd vchx uk vhv ubhct ovrct 'ifa iuhfu
    vagb ot hrv 'gusn ruthc lhrm ,ntcu '"sutn vcrv lrfa" :v"cev k"t z"gu

?rfan ubhct ovrct shxpv tk vagnk gusn f"tu 'uh,uhfzn uk ihfbn xb ostk
lk ,,k hk ah - stn vcrv lrfa" :k"zu iuatr xupsc h"ar c,f vzc rthcvu

 /k"fg '"hc ,jyca hpk 'ousx lkn lk ,,k vmra vnn r,uh vcrv rfa
     

aurph v,chxca gsha lt kg 'vzv okugv cuy ,t v,gn ;hsgv 'vtrnk snjb
kfk j,p thv okugv hdubg, rjt vfhanva rjtn 'uhektu ovrct hfrsn

,tyj kfk vshrhk vchx vz vhv hf wisrhw oac rfhf u,utk utre lfku 'iuug kfku
kvthuw rntb rffv hrgc caha rjta lanvc ohtura hpfu /uhrjt ufanba ukt
ov oda 'ousx habt og vghsk rcj vhv kcvv rjt u,ufhkvc hf wousx sg

/sjt ogk ,uhvk ovng rcj,v lfku 'uvu,v rjt ufanb
wv ,ja hbpkw vhv vz kfa vphxuvc vru,v vbuuhf vn od icun runtv rutk    
okugv ,cuy ,t uk rjc yuka lht ubt ohtura rjt hf 'wvrung ,tu ousx ,t
lkuvvu 'wvcuyw thva vzhtc rcusn ifta ,gsv kg ,ukgvk ubt ohkufh 'vzv
' hjmb okugc rcug okug rhnna vzc cajhh vyuak ot od - yuk ka ufrsc
,bhjcc thv uz vcuya cu,fv ubghsun if kg 'vzv okug ,cuyc ohbp kf kg vfuz
uhkg 'vjna odu dbug uz vrhjcc ost vtur rac hbhgc ot odu 'wvc .ueu vhktw
vhumnv ina racf vz hrvu 'inzk ot hf vbhtu 'vnue, vk iht uz vcuy hf ihcvk
rjt iftu 'vfu,k xbfha sumhbv ,t ,u,pk ot hf oak vb,hb tka 'vsumnc
'ukrud vhvh gru rn ifn rjtk okut 'racv kg dbg,vk vfzh u,sumnc xbfha
ka u,ufz tknktu vgak ot hf v,hv tka 'yuk uk rjca uz vcuyc v,hv ,tzfu
yugck ov od urjc u,unfa ousx hcauh rta kf ot vpxb yuk od vhv ovrct
yuk gsh tknktu /vzv okugv ,cuyn ,ubvku oapbk rurs ,,ku ohrah hfrsc
ohgarw :(s 'ux r"c) k"zjt lfu /ovrct hfrsc xtun vhv tk ohgar ka ipux uvza

 /wvuka upuxu ihruxh i,khj, ohehsmu 'ihruxh upuxu vuka i,khj,
uhp kg gucek tku rmhvk ,u,p,vk tka 'yuk ka urcgn sunkk ubhkg p"fg    
/ohrauutn ,ntc obht z"vugv ,cuyn ohbvbva ,gsk ubhkgu 'ohrautn ohhj ovn

    jyuc vhva ouan vhv 'sutn vcrv urfaa vfz ubhct ovrcta ogyv hrv
vzv kusdv iujycv kgu" :k"zu trev rtck c,fa e"srvc t,ht ifu /vzf kusd
stnu vzv okugc vcrv uvz 'tccu vzc - stn vcrv lrfa - ,jyc rat
urfaa ogyva 'uhrcsc thsvk hrv [hbuezjc t,ht ifu] /k"fg '"tcv okugk

/,"havc iujyc uk vhva ouan vhv 'sutn vcrv vhv ubhct ovrct tka
kf dhavk kufh ostv iujycv ,sn h"ga 'iujycv ,sn ka jfv uvzu     
vhva vzc vumn ouhe tuv hrva 'iujyc u,ut kg urfa kceh odu 'uck ,uktan
uk hrv 'v"cevc ubujyc vku,v kf" :(:yf ,ujbn) wndv hrcsfu /,"havc iujyc
'k"zu (iujycv wue) hukv ,hcv f"fu /f"g '"tcv okugku vzv okugc vxjn
/// u,ufrymvn uk rxja vn dhah htsu - vzv okugc 'oh,ac jhurn jyucvu"
vumn rfas ,umnv kfc kusd kkf tuv vzs tcv okugk vcurn urfa sugu
vzv okugc kfuta ,umnv hrp er ov vzv okug ,cuy kfu 'tfhk tnkg htvc

!ibuc,nk trub /k"fg '"cuy ukufa tcv okugk ohhe irevu
iujycv ,sn kfa 'tcv okugk urfan shxph tk iujycv ,sn h"ga ogyvu     
vn kfa 'rfa oua shxpn ubht z"gu 'v"cev ka sxjv ,snc jyuca kg suxhn
er 'unmg ka ,uhufz ,njn tka vfuza ubhhvu 'sxjv ,sn ,njn tuv vfuza

!"ubccuxh sxj wvc jyucv" /v"cev ka sxjv ,sn ,njn

"vumnv ,t ohhek ihgcaba ihbn"  - Rav Gidal brings a posuk that we see we make a vguca to be ohhen a mitzvah. The Ran explains that at
first the Gemara thinks kshd wr is being asjn that a vguca can be kj on a vumn & therefore asks: we are hbhx rvn snugu gcaun & we know
that a vguca is kj only on a ,uar rcs? If you hold that there is only a yughn on the icre cuhj, but one will still be oiver kjh kc, then why do
we need the posuk of h,gcab, we know the vguca is binding? On this the Gemara answers that the posuk is not being brought to teach us the
vguca is kj, we know that already. kshd wr is asjn that we see from the posuk that although we are already gcaun & making a vguca is a
serious thing & should be avoided, still it is a "iudv rcs" if done with the intention of adding an incentive & "vhapb hzurzk" to be ohhen a mitzvah.

 [wdn vrgv van ,urcs]van wr     explains that really a person is obligated to know the entire Torah, as it states lhbck o,bbau & this means that
the Torah must be lhpc ohssujn. Additionally, one may not forget any of his learning as it says jfa, ip lk rnav. Thus, explains R’ Moshe,
ihsv in one should have to learn vkuf vru,v kf every day to review & know it. So when one swears to learn a certain Gemara or perek, he is
technically a snugu gcaun to learn it that day & that’s why the Gemara asks that the vguca should be considered a vguca on a mitzvah.
    The  [wu whx wdr wx s"uh]g"ua  paskens this way & says if one was kcen on himself to learn a certain perek & is concerned he might be lax in
fulfilling his commitment, he may make a vguca to be ezjn himself. Similarly, if one sees that his grv rmh is overpowering him to be oiver a
certain utk or he is becoming lazy in a ouhe of a vag ,umn, it is a mitzvah to make a vguca to be ezjn himself. The  [u"x 'tm]ost ,nfj  says
that in our times one should be careful about backing up a vkce with a vguca unless it is something that can be performed now, because he has
seen people be kafb in the vguca. He explains (in an opposite approach) that once a vguca is added to a vkce, the r"vmh works even harder!

]irvt wr ,ban [ohkv, 'irvt wr     points out that the ohbunse were so careful & established many safeguards not to be oiver the slightest
kafn, yet we see that even though making a vguca is very runj [vnc vbc ukhtf], to be ezjn themselves to keep the Torah they adopted
every possible method. Even to make a vguca! Furthermore, the Gemara says [:k vsb] that before a baby is born, he is made to swear that
he will be ohhen the Torah & be a ehsm & not a gar. But if we are considered hbhx rvn snugu gcaun, why is this even necessary? It would
seem that even iycc we could use euzhj!                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Chacham R’ Ovadiah Yosef zt”l would say:
     “wwv oac trehuw -  In Pirkei Avos we read that there were 10 generations from Noach to Avraham, and Avraham came and
took the reward due to all of them. Why do we not account for Shem and Eiver? The difference between them and Avraham
was that only he was Moser Nefesh to proclaim the name of Hashem publically. His life’s mission was to make sure that
anyone he met would call out in the name of Hashem. Thus, he gets their schar too. This is similar to the tenth man at the
minyan who allows the other 9 to daven. He gets the schar, not to their detriment but he afforded them the chance to daven.”

A Wise Man would say: “Pursue what catches your heart, not what catches your eyes.”                  
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (52). Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
Let us proceed to discuss the proper thing to do when a kitchen
mix-up or mistake happens and how to correctly ask a shailah.
When a kitchen mix-up or mistake happens:
1) The first thing to do is to segregate all the food items and
utensils that were part of the mix-up and also let all family
members and household help know that until further notice,
these items should not be used. Many times the shailah has been
made more complicated by the doubtful foods and utensils
being used as if they were certainly  kosher.
2) If a utensil is dirty from a non-compatible food smear, it
should be washed off in a non-food sink or bath tub in cold water
and dish soap if necessary to remove grease. Any water that is
not yad soledes bo [meaning that one could hold his hand there
comfortably for as long as he wants] counts like cold water.
3) One should determine when the utensils had their last hot
contact [of kosher use], within twenty-four hours or not. If that
cannot be determined because no one remembers, that should
also be told to the Rav, because sometimes vague doubts can
themselves, or in combination with other doubts or factors, be a

      

justification for the Rav to be lenient. 
4) One should jot down before he forgets whether the mix-up
itself was in hot or cold usage.
5) If any sharp items like onions were part of the mix-up, that
should also be noted and told to the Rav.
6) If there are any factors of loss, embarrassment, or Seudos
Shabbos and/or Seudas Mitzvah,  that should also be mentioned,
because in Shulchan Aruch, especially in Yoreh Deah, many
shailos which otherwise would be prohibited are actually
permitted in the cases of great need mentioned above. 
7) The materials that the utensils are made of should also be told
to the Rav, both regarding the shailah itself and also regarding the
method of kashering.
8) If the foods are ruled to be prohibited, one should ask the Rav
if they may be given to a gentile cleaning lady or they must be
thrown out. Sometimes the psak is that the food is only
prohibited to be eaten, and it can be given to a gentile. Sometimes
the food item can become prohibited to benefit from, which
would then prohibit one from giving it as a present to a gentile,
which in halacha is called a benefit.



      Lech Lecha - Hashem told Avraham Avinu - “You must get up and go! Leave your land, your birthplace and your father’s
house. Leave all the comforts and pleasures of the familiar. That is the only way you will become great!” The Nefesh
HaChayim writes that it is only because our Zaida Avraham passed his ten tests (nisyonos) that Klal Yisroel has the ability to
persevere and overcome all of our trials and tribulations throughout this long and difficult golus. We must look at how
Avraham passed his nisyonos and learn for ourselves how to pass the tests in our own lives. The Nesivos Shalom writes that
just as Avraham had 10 tests, so too, every Jew has 10 tests that he must pass in his life in order to fulfill his tafkid in the world.
   We are certainly living in a crazy world that is pressuring us all to live a life of materialism and comfort. The avoda zara of
today is the fact that we worship the almighty dollar above all else. This can easily turn us into very superficial people whose
goals and aspirations are those of Western society rather than true Torah ideals. So what are we supposed to do? We are
supposed to look at Avraham and see what he did in a similar situation. Hashem told him, “LECH LECHA” - go and be your
real self, the true YOU. Go and discover your inner potential, but first take yourself out of this place! Go and make a life for
yourself by getting rid of all those things that are pulling you down. We, too, must pick ourselves up and “LECH LECHA” - go
and find the inner peace and tranquility that we are lacking because too much time and energy is spent on material pursuits.
    Avraham was called “Ha’Ivriy” because he stood up against the entire world to do what he knew was right. He looked inside
himself and found Hashem. And he gave over his message to the entire world! We, too, must not be put off or swayed by the
messages of the world. We must stand apart from doing all things Jewish with a secular mentality. We must pass the 10 tests in our
lives so that Hashem will call to us and say, “MI K’AMCHA YISROEL” - come, My dear children, it is time to come home!

     Rashi on these words explains that Avraham asked Hashem to allow his son Yishmael to fear and serve Hashem. 
    The Maharsha in Masechta Berachos asks the following question: Rav Meir had davened for certain wicked reshaim to be
zoche to do teshuva. The question is, how does this work? We have a rule: “Hakol bideiy shamayim chutz m’yiras
shamayim.” Fear of Hashem must be worked on independently and it isn’t something that is preordained. If so, how could
Rav Meir daven for them to repent? A person may daven for his own hatzlacha but to daven for another person that he or she
should acquire yiras shamayim is seemingly against the rule of the Gemara. So how could Rav Meir have done so?
    In a similar vein, we can ask: how did Avraham Avinu daven for his son Yishmael to attain Fear of Hashem? 
    R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l in his famous sefer Igros Moshe was asked this same question. He answered that one can daven that
another person shouldn’t have a nisayon or should become in some way inspired. But just to be granted a 180° turnaround, simply
doesn’t work. However, the Chazon Ish zt”l argues that as long as a person, any person, is involved, it can work. Chazal just
mean that it won’t come divinely without a human’s intervention. Hence, Rav Meir was able to daven for those reshaim. 
    Another machshava might be that the above maxim of “Hakol bideiy shamayim chutz m’yiras shamayim,” applies only to
random or unrelated individuals. However, a parent’s tefillos on behalf of his own offspring operate under a different set of
rules, as a child is, in essence, a part of his parents. Therefore, Avraham Avinu was able to daven for Yishmael. 
    Perhaps our job is to feel another’s pain to such an extent, that they are considered no different than immediate family. By
doing so, we will then be able to daven ".rtv in ohtyj un,h" - that all sin, and not sinners, be eradicated vfukn r,f lk ub,hu!           

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// jf uphkjh wv hueu(tk-n whgah)

l,skunnu lmrtn lk lk orct kt wv rnthu
 /// ltrt rat .rtv kt lhct ,hcnu(t-ch)

 /// lhbpk vhjh ktgnah uk ohektv kt ovrct rnthu(jh-zh)

/// o,rsk lhrjt lgrzu v,t rna, h,hrc ,t v,tu ovrct kt ohekt rnthu(y-zh) 
    In years gone by, every town in the “alter heim” had a vekker, someone whose job it was to go around early each morning
and wake everyone up for davening. Every vekker had his own method and style in the way he did his job. Some would bang
on the wooden window shutters. Others would knock loudly on front doors. Some vekkers claimed that the most effective
method was to just walk down the street and sing out loudly “Yidden!  It’s time to wake up to go to shul and daven!”
    When R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel zt”l moved to Apt to assume the position of Rav, the community provided him
with a comfortable home within a cluster of other Jewish houses arranged around a spacious courtyard. His first morning in
the city, he woke up with a start to the loud clanging of metal. It took only a few moments for him to realize that it was the
town vekker waking everybody up for davening with his own unique method. He would walk into each courtyard and instead
of banging on each door separately, he would bang with his hammer on the metal cover of the well in the center of the
courtyard. That tremendous clatter alone was enough to wake up every family in the courtyard. 
    The Oheiv Yisroel, as the Apter Rov came to be known, began to feel a surge of energy each morning when he would
hear the banging of the vekker. He would sense within himself a strong feeling of devotion to Hashem and a heightened desire
to come closer to Him. After some time, the Oheiv Yisroel began to perceive that these special feelings must have something
to do with the vekker himself. “He must be a hidden tzaddik and that is why I feel the desire to come closer to Hashem when
he does the vekking,” thought the Apter Rov. He asked the vekker to tell him about himself, hoping that he would discover
what it was that made him so special. The man did and the Rav didn’t notice anything out of the ordinary. R’ Avraham
Yehoshua Heschel persisted because he just knew that there was something different, something special, about this vekker. 
    Trying a different angle, he asked him to describe his daily schedule, but again, he didn’t hear anything special or
extraordinary about the vekker. Convinced that the man wasn’t revealing everything to him, the Apter Rov told him, “As the
Rav of this town, you must reveal to me what special mitzvah, kindness, or action you do that makes you so extraordinary.”   
    The flustered vekker said he did not know - “Rebbe, I am just a plain old vekker. That’s all!”
    The Rebbe was perplexed. He tried one more time. “Okay, tell me,” he asked gently, “What exactly do you do in the
morning when you make your rounds waking everybody up for shacharis.” The vekker once again began to describe what he
did from the moment he woke up in the morning until he left his house. The Rav listened carefully as the vekker went through
his daily routine and how he would wake up the townspeople in the morning. “I enter each courtyard and bang on the well
three times, no more and no less, and then I leave the courtyard to go to the next one.”  
    “Why are you so careful to bang only three times? What if you see they aren’t waking up, you wouldn’t bang a fourth time?”  
     “No,” he replied. “Absolutely not.” The Apter Rov asked him why, what is so special about three times?
    “Rebbe, I am a vekker, my father was a vekker, and his father was a vekker, and the tradition goes back quite a few
generations. I wake everybody up the way my father did, the way he learned from his father, who learned from his father, all
the way back. My father taught me to lift up my hammer and bang on the metal cover of the well. By the first bang I should
say, ‘In the merit of Avraham Avinu everyone should wake up.’ By the second bang, I should say, ‘In the merit of Yitzchok
Avinu everyone should wake up,’ and by the third bang, I should say, ‘In the merit of Yaakov Avinu everyone should wake
up.’ Believe me, Rebbe, that is all. I don’t do anything different than what my father and grandfather did!”
     “Finally!” the Oheiv Yisroel exulted, “now I understand the special spiritual feelings I experience every morning. My dear
vekker, when you bang your hammer to wake up the Yidden of Apt, you invoke the zechus of our Avos, making them a big
part of our day, so of course there is a special kedusha in waking up to such sounds!” (Excerpted from Portraits of Prayer 2, R’ Eliezer Abish)     
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 /// lhct ,hcnu l,skunnu lmrtn lk lk(t-ch)

llllyyyynnnn: R’ Yechezkel Levenstein zt”l, was the revered
Mashgiach of Yeshivas Mir and Ponovezh. Throughout his
life he served Hashem with such awe-inspiring Yiras
Shamayim that he was rarely seen smiling. One day, a talmid
noticed that R’ Yechezkel was in a jovial mood. Surprised,
he asked his Rebbi why he was in such good spirits. 
    The Mashgiach explained: “Before the Second World
War, I served as Mashgiach in the Mirrer Yeshivah. I
received a paltry salary that was nowhere near enough to
feed my family. Every day, I beseeched the heavens to spare
my family from hunger. With the help of Hashem, my
prayers were always answered. I felt like the Jews in the
desert who had no choice but to place their faith completely
in Hashem. Similarly, when we escaped to Shanghai during
the war, the only way I managed was with complete trust in

 

the Almighty. Indeed, He always supported me. 
    “After the war, I arrived in Eretz Yisroel and began serving
as Mashgiach here in Ponovezh. For the first time in my life, I
was paid a comfortable salary and without even realizing it, my
feeling of dependence on the Aibisher diminished. Suddenly, I
had money in my pocket, and I no longer felt that I could not
possibly survive a single day without Hashem’s help.” 
    The Mashgiach looked at the questioning talmid and
mused, “But now that the Yeshivah is experiencing financial
difficulties and I haven’t been paid in months. I suddenly find
myself pleading with Hashem to sustain my family with the
the same fervor I used to pray with every day. The realization
that I had regained a precious treasure fills me with joy!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal tell us that Avraham Avinu was tested ten times,
ultimately ending with ejmh ,sheg . Perhaps these weeks are a
good time for us to reflect on our personal nisyonos, trials and
tribulations, and see how we too can grow from them.

    In this week’s Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi makes reference
to our saintly Patriarch, Avraham Avinu, by referring to him
as from “those who trust in Hashem shall renew their
strength.” This indicates that when a person grows weary
and tired, he should place his trust and hope in Hashem to
renew his strength and enable him to move on with his life.
But why is it important to chronicle the fact that a person
grows weary in his Avodas Hashem?
   R’ Avraham Ibn Ezra zt”l explains that Hashem designed
the world in an extremely intricate manner and made it so
that Klal Yisroel has the unique ability to tap into reservoirs
of strength that are meant to help them survive throughout
the ages. In fact, Hashem designed the world so that even

before one power is exhausted, a second source of strength
and power is already prepared for use. 
    The Ibn Ezra explains that the word ";hkjh" in this context
means to be cut down, and just as a tree can be cut down and
then renew itself, so too, members of Klal Yisroel who
become weary and lax in their servitude to the Almighty can
also renew their strength and sprout forth.
   Avraham Avinu taught us that despite the odds, a person can
draw close to Hashem, and Yeshaya HaNavi makes clear that
every Jew has a unique opportunity to follow in his illustrious
footsteps just by being a Jew. One should never under-
estimate himself - for deep within every Jew lies the power
and strength upon which to draw even closer to Hashem.
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