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    n'vfrcv ihbg ruthcc /gcahu kftha rjt wv ,t lrck lhrma rtuc
 c,flubhjv rpxckf kgup wv hf 'oxrupnu rcsv gush" :(k", vumn) 

ohhutr uhvha vmuru 'uh,uhrc ,cuyc .pju sxj cr tuvu 'tmnbv
oka treh tk hf 'v"c u,unkan ,ntc vzu 'u,tn vcuy kcek ohtfzu
/chyhvk ufrs cuyv hrva 'u,kuz ohrjtk chyn tuva hn er vcuyc
'rntb 'u,frcn ubhkg ehrvk umpja 'ucuy ,unka curn ubgsha hrjtu
ubapb rrugk vrfzv tkt ubbht 'uhbpk ohrnut ubta vfrcv ihbga
,urrug,v lu,nu ',ucuyv kf kkufu 'lrucnv tuv hf rhfba 'ubhp hrcsc
,ukukf ,ucuyv kfa 'uhkt ,usuvk ub,cajn sujhu 'ubapbc vzv cuyv
vagnc ohfuz ubt '.upjh rat kf kt ojkak 'ovhkg lkn tuvu 'uc
tuva ub,rfv h"g 'ubhhv /f"g "/uh,ufrcn ubhkg lhanvk 'vzv cuyv
c,f ifu) uh,ufrcn kcek ohhutr ubt ohagb lf 'vfrcv ruen lrc,h

hhjc ubhcr/(
v okut   vnfj lanrjt vfrcv ka vbhbg ,t ,rjt lrsc rhcxn 

'rjt iuufnu ihbg vghcau vkhftv rjt vfrck ah ,ntc lt" :vkhftv
ip" :(c"h oa) cu,fv rnta unfu 'ygck kukg tuv zt gcau kfutafa
jfuau hrnuj vhvba ubhhv /"lheukt ws ,t ,jfau wudu ,gcau kft,
xrfv hukhn 'ubhhv] "hahc hbz 'hxhrf hkn" t,hta unfu 'hbjurv wvn
[grv ,hhagu wv ,jfak thcna ',ugrv hbhnn if od tuv 'kfutc
'vsu,c una rhfzh gcahu kfthafa ',"hav vuhm ifk /(c"k ,ufrc)

 

ushnu '(j"h wj ohrcs) "khj ,uagk jf lk i,ubv tuv" hf rufzhu 'ubfrchu
/cgrh hf uapb ,utknk kfutv jeuk

ka huuhmv hrjt shna 'vfrcv ,cujk vchxv od uza jhfuvk ahu    
oru wudu ,gcau kft, ip wudu jfa, ip lk rnav" 'rntb iuznv ,frc
,uagk jf lk i,ubv tuv hf lheukt wv ,t ,rfzu wudu ,jfau lcck

rnukf /"khjwv ,jfa kuafnn ostv ,t khmvk vtc vfrcva 
 /vghcav ,njn

,frcc ihchhj kfv" :(/s) ihfrgc trndv hrcs rtcn ,tz rutku    
ohbvf hkftes tfhrm tk ?tyhap 'ohktrahu ohhuk ohbvf 'iuznv
rnt "ovc rpf rat o,ut ukftu" tbhnt l,gs tekx 'ohase
tvu 'tbnjr rnt ",gcau ,kftu" k"ne 'thv vrpf tvu 'tbnjr

/(wt ,ut oa e"nya whg) /vbcv kf ukt ohrcsk ihtu /"uvb,ht
v rtcn    vnfj lan'eju 'h,s ihbg tuv vkhftv vza iuhf t"sx" :

'lrck lhrm ubhtu 'wv ,t jfah tku 'hrnuj u,ut vag, tk thv 'vumnu
vbvb ;ux kf ;uxa iuhf 'lrck lhrm ohase ,khftc ;ts k"ne

/wv ,t jfahu oad,ha aaj ahu ',hnad vtbv u,khftc
,hhag og aha ;udv ,tbv n"n 'ub,hb ,ubvhk utk ,uumna ;tu    
kcuy 'ihgnv in rsubva (/j"f ;s) v"rc urnta unfu 'vkyc tk vumnv
;tu 'ohrev ohnv in vbvb zta 'vnjv ,unhc tku 'ohnadv ,unhc uc

/vkyc vbht vng aha ;udv ,tbv n"n 'vumn thv vkhcya
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  One way to be ezjn one’s kavana in bentching is to take a few seconds
beforehand to think about the many places around the globe where the
food on one’s table comes from: Oranges from Florida, Potatoes from
Idaho, Kiwis from New Zealand, etc. One can also contemplate the
farmers, processors, deliverers, storekeepers, etc. who help bring the
food to our tables. This will upgrade the quality of the whole bentching. 
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can a human being be compared to the Almighty?

Answers the Dubner Maggid ZT”L, because the only

way that a Jew can truly understand how to fear and serve 

    
 A SERIES IN HALACHAH
   LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
,uanav ihc htme,hts udhn We discussed in the last two weeks
the rule of migu deizkatzai - whatever has a muktza status

during Bein Hashmoshos stays that way the whole Shabbos,

even after the reason of the muktza is gone. There are

exceptions to this rule and some of them are quite common.

Natural and Man-Made Muktza. Muktza items can be

grouped (in one aspect of muktza groupings) into two

categories. One is items that are muktza because of a human act

or designation. This includes a candlestick which became

muktza because the owner lit it, or a vkhn knife that was

designated by the owner for it’s specialty purpose. Second is

items that are muktza naturally because they were never fit for

usage, such as a crude rock or unripe fruit. The rule of udhn only
applies to the first category but not to the second (1). Many

people purchase unripe bananas and let them ripen in the house

to enjoy at the peak of their ripening. If at the beginning of

Shabbos they were really unripe (and therefore muktza), and

became ripe on Shabbos due to the bright sunshine of the day,

they are permitted to eat. This is because they were never made

muktza by any human act or designation but rather because

they were just never fit for usage. 

ost hshc urnud - Definitely Redeemable From its Cause of

Muktza. Another exception to the rule of udhn is when during

Bein Hashmoshos the owner knows with certainty that the

cause of the muktza will end by itself or by some human
intervention that he plans to do (2). Therefore, if one has a pot of

boiling hot food on the fire during Bein Hashmoshos which, in

 

Hashem, is by following the lessons of our Torah leaders

and emulating their ways. Without them, we are no different

than a blind man crossing the border alone. 

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n  
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

its present state is not edible, it is not muktza. Since he can

remove it at any given time, and it will soon cool down enough
to be edible, it is not muktza. Similarly, if one has a raw (or

slightly cooked but not edible) food on the blech during Bein

Hashmoshos going into Shabbos (which is permitted for

Ashkenazim) (3), it is not muktza. The fact that he can just leave it

there knowing with full certainty that it will cook and become

edible during Shabbos makes it non-muktza. The same holds

true for Yom Tov with a raw food even when it is not on the fire.

Since he is able to cook it on Yom Tov, it is not muktza.

Wet Laundry: Introduction. Among the various types of

muktza is a category that the Sages prohibited because moving it

might cause a person to do a forbidden work. For example, a

detached handle is muktza because if one handles it he might
attach it firmly which is prohibited. Similarly, if laundry is wet

enough to make something else wet, it may not be handled

because it might bring him to wring out the garment (4). If it was

hanging on an indoor clothes line during Bein Hashmoshos and

will surely dry out during Shabbos, it may be handled when it

dries. If it was on an outdoor line, where the weather conditions

are not under his control, it remains muktza even if it does dry.

If a person didn’t think about them and just left them around

they remain muktza even they happed to have dried (5). 
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R’ Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT”L (Chida) would say: 

   “There are two types of impurity that can affect a person - impurity that enters a person and impurity that

surrounds a person. An example of the former is non-kosher food; an example of the latter is idolatry. Our Sages

teach us that Hashem hurried Bnei Yisroel out of Egypt because they were about to become inextricably mired in

the impurity of Egypt. Our ancestors had reached the stage where the external impurity of Egypt was about to

become an internal part of their beings. Hashem took them out before the impurity could enter them. How then can

one allow non-kosher food to enter his body? This is possible only if one denies the Exodus!”

R’ Yaakov Dovid Slutzker ZT”L would say:

   “The Jewish People are compared to fire while the other nations of the world are likened to water. If there is a

partition between the fire and the water, such as a pot, then the fire can overcome the water and boil it. If there is

no partition between them, the water overcomes the fire and puts it out.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.”



((((aaaaiiii----`̀̀̀iiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddppppyyyy    zzzziiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    ccccrrrreeee    ddddppppyyyydddd    zzzziiiiyyyy`̀̀̀xxxxnnnn    ddddaaaa    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    iiiippppiiiirrrr    cccciiiinnnnzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀            
    The Gemara (:he ,ucu,f) makes a very drastic statement: "eukt uk ihta hnf vnus .rtk .ujc rsv kf" - “One who lives

outside of the Land of Israel is as if he does not have a G-d.” Some of our relatives in America would be very offended

by this! What does it mean? An American is an Apikores?! The answer is no, of course. Yet, although Hashem is

everywhere, His hashgachah and closeness is greater in Eretz Yisroel. “The Land that the Eyes of Hashem are constantly

on it, from the beginning of the year until the end of the year.” Hashem Himself oversees the activities of Eretz Yisroel -

personally, so to speak - whereas He appoints angels to oversee the other lands of the world.

   I heard a very different explanation. In .rtk .uj, if one wants to get a job, he sends in his resume, and based on

qualifications and an interview, he may or may not receive a job. Inside our dear and holy land, as we are all very aware,

things do not work this way. The magic word here is PROTEKTZIA. It’s not what you know, it’s who you know; in other

words, knowing that Hashem is running the show! In .rtk .uj, it is as if one does not have a G-d, because one can easily fall

into the trap of believing that he has earned his keep due to his experience or qualifications, thereby leaving Hashem out of

the picture. In Eretz Yisrael this rarely happens. One cannot but marvel at the hashgachah pratis at every turn. (My

sister-in-law’s grandmother’s best friends’ daughter opened a new school ...!) In Eretz Yisroel the Yad Hashem is so obvious
that we feel His hashgachah constantly. One who lives in Eretz Yisroel truly feels the “eyes of Hashem” upon him always!

((((kkkk----iiii))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    rrrraaaayyyyzzzz    eeeennnnyyyyaaaaeeee    wwwwaaaacccczzzz    eeeeaaaaeeee    ccccaaaarrrrzzzz    eeeezzzzeeee`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxiiiizzzz    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀

((((aaaaiiii----ffff))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ccccqqqqggggdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    zzzziiiixxxxaaaadddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    jjjjllll    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    xxxxnnnnyyyyeeee    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmzzzziiiiyyyyrrrreeee    mmmmzzzzxxxxnnnnyyyyeeee    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiihhhhttttyyyynnnndddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    ooooeeeerrrrnnnnyyyyzzzz    aaaawwwwrrrr    ddddiiiiddddeeee
    One Friday night, R’ Meir Shushter Shlit’a of Aish Hatorah, was at the Kosel Hamaravi and noticed a young man

wearing a paper kipa staring wordlessly at the wall with an awed expression. As he’s done countless times before, he

approached and asked the young man if he was interested in learning more about Judaism and not just looking at a 2,000

year old wall. The young man answered “Sure, why not?” and followed him up the stairs into Yeshivah Aish Hatorah.

   It was not long before R’ Meir realized that this young man was unusually bright. Over Shabbos, he made a point of

talking with him and the young man was very receptive. After Shabbos, he again asked if the young man would want to

stay on a bit longer and learn more about Judaism to which the young man again responded in the affirmative.

    For the next six months, R’ Meir took this young man under his wing and began studying with him, first the basics and

gradually, as his genius mind absorbed rapidly, they moved up to studying Chumash, Mishna and even Gemara. What
had first began as a Friday night dinner, turned into a six month intensive course in Torah study.

    After six months, though, the young man came to R’ Meir and informed him that he had decided to return back to his

native London. R’ Meir protested and told him that he thought he was doing so well, that he was well on his way to

becoming a true Torah Jew. At that point, the young man dropped a bombshell on him.

   “Well, you see,” he began hesitantly, “I’m not even Jewish! I came here six months ago as part of my clerical course in

religion, to try to learn and understand more about other faiths, but in fact, I’m studying to become a Christian priest myself.”

    R’ Meir was understandably stunned. Not Jewish? A Christian? A priest? How could this be? How could he have been

so far off with this man? Could it be that he simply wasted six months of his life learning Torah with a non-Jew? He was

crestfallen and shaken to the core.

    But of course, Hashem’s master plan takes into account every contingency. About a half year later, an English youth walked

into the halls of Yeshivah Aish Hatorah and asked for Rabbi Shuster. “You don’t know me,” he began, “But I heard that you’re

the person I should talk to.” Obviously non-religious and making no effort to pretend that he was, R’ Meir wondered who this
man was and what he wanted from him. After being so badly burned just a short time ago, he was not taking any chances.

    The Englishman said, “Well, you see, it’s like this. I am presently taking a course in Philosophy in my university back in

London. A few weeks ago, as my elderly professor was delivering another boring lecture in Freudian philosophy, I was

filled with question after question which I needed to discuss with him. After his lecture, I asked him what was on my mind,

and predictably, he had no answers for me. Finally, he told me that there is a brilliant young man who comes by the

university from time to time who he thinks I should speak to. If anyone could answer my questions, he probably was the man.”

    “So I did just that and when I found this young man - a Catholic priest in training no less - I began talking to him in

matters of philosophy. After a short while, he stopped me in mid-sentence and asked me, ‘Are you Jewish?’ Taken

aback, I answered that in fact I was Jewish by birth. He then told me, ‘From the depth of your queries I figured as much.

Listen, if you truly want to understand the truth of your convictions, than I’m not the right person for you to talk to. For

you to find your truth, you must go to Jerusalem, to a Yeshivah called Aish Hatorah and speak to a rabbi named Meir

Shuster. He can probably help you and answer all your questions.’ Well, rabbi, I traveled to Jerusalem and here I am!”
     R’ Meir was stunned. Now it all made sense. Six months of studying with a non-Jewish priest had indeed served its

purpose. This young Englishman, and amazingly five others who were likewise directed to Rabbi Shuster by an

anonymous Catholic priest in London, all became Baalei Teshuva and religious Torah Jews.
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oooonnnn    xxxxddddnnnn    mmmmzzzzxxxxqqqq    ddddkkkkqqqqnnnn    llllbbbbrrrr    mmmmkkkkllll    mmmmzzzziiiiyyyyrrrr
''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    ddddeeeevvvv    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    jjjjxxxxccccdddd            ((((ffffhhhh----hhhh))))    

     The gemara (:tn ihcurhg) states: “Three things deprive

a man of his senses and of a knowledge of his Creator:

Idol worship, an evil spirit and oppressive poverty.” It

is extremely difficult to be in control of one’s senses and

be fully cognizant of Hakadosh Boruch Hu when one is

plagued by the above three evils.

    A "vgr jur" - “evil spirit,” according to the Ramba”m,

is any injury that does not come from man, whatever its

cause may be. According to the Seforno, an “evil spirit”

is any illness which causes man to sin against his Maker.

   ",uhbg heuses" - “Oppressive poverty,” on the other hand,

can only be overcome with great difficulty. In fact, says

the Maharsha, it is even easier to subdue one’s Yezter

Hara - Evil Impulse, then to conquer such poverty.

    R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky ZT”L illustrates the dire

consequences of “oppressive poverty” as related to the

Golden Calf incident. In reality, says R’ Yaakov, we are

unable to put ourselves in their place. But imagine for a

moment, such a large multitude of people - 600,000

strong - standing in a desolate desert without any

sustenance of bread or water. Why should we wonder at
their inability to withstand this great trial? They all knew

that the Mann descended for them only in the merit of

Moshe, and when it appeared (through an optical illusion

engineered by the Satan) that Moshe was dead, they

thought it would no longer descend; there would be no

more food for their children. The thought of being stranded

in the harsh desert with no food and no apparent means of

support was terrifying. Indeed, this was the inception of

“oppressive poverty” - a mindset which deprives a man

of his senses and a knowledge of his Creator.

   EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS                                       

ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    ggggkkkkyyyyzzzz    ggggkkkkyyyy    mmmm`̀̀̀    ddddiiiiddddeeee                                                
    mmmmiiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiddddllll`̀̀̀    iiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    zzzzkkkkllllddddeeee((((hhhhiiii----gggg))))    

      We have a general rule that the word "hvhu" denotes pain

and anguish, whereas the word "vhvu" infers happiness and

joy. If so, then how can we possibly reconcile the words of

the posuk: "vhvu"lhekt wv ,t jfa, jufa ot  - “And it will be

that if you forget Hashem, your G-d, and go after foreign

gods and worship them .... you will surely perish.” Where

is the simcha in that connotation?

    The holy Rizhiner, R’ Yisroel Friedman ZT”L,

interprets the posuk a bit differently. The only way to serve

Hashem is with joy and true spiritual simcha. However, if

one were to “forget” to serve Hashem with joy, then he
will surely turn away from Him and eventually pursue

other interests. Thus, "jfa, jufa ot vhvu" - If a person will

forget the "vhvu" - the joy and happiness - that is part and

parcel of the Avodah of "lhekt wv ,t", he will tread down

the dark path of Avodah Zara and he will destroy himself.

   R’ Boruch’l of Mezhibuz ZT”L cites another

explanation based on the words of the gemara (/ch vkhdn),
that the reason why Hashem sought to destroy Klal Yisroel

at the time of Mordechai and Esther was because the

people took part and thoroughly enjoyed themselves at the

feast of Achashverosh. It wasn’t just that they were forced

to be there; they were happy to partake and mingle with the
heathens. Thus, it was a result of their joy in sinning that

the decree was issued against them.

    This, then, is the meaning of the posuk. It’s one thing if a

Jew is forced to sin as a result of the terrible oppression

that non-Jews force upon him. But "jfa, jfa ot vhvu" - if
he will forget Hashem - "vhvu" - happily and willingly, then

he will have crossed the line and gone too far. At that

point, Hashem will destroy him and he will perish.             

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   

 R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

llllyyyynnnn: Traveling between two countries requires time, effort,

money .... and a visa. Just the process of obtaining a permit

alone, to enter another country could take someone weeks if

not months. Some never receive a visa at all.

   A blind man applied for a travel permit and waited for
months before he was fortunate for it to be granted. When

he arrived at the border with his trusty aid at his side, he

presented his visa and expected to be let across. But the

guards stopped him and said, “You’re permit is okay. But

we’re afraid this young man accompanying you has no

permit. He cannot cross the border with you!”

    The blind man was irate. “Are you crazy,” he screamed,

“The only way I can navigate across is with my helper at

my side, leading the way. Without him, what’s the point of
me going across in the first place!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal learn out from the words: ",t"trh, lhekt wv  -

to include Talmidei Chachamim and Torah scholars. One

must honor and respect a scholar as he does Hashem. How
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