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Swn): Moshe addresses the Jewish Nation and elaborates
on all the good Hashem intends to give them when they
follow His ways. In the very next statement, he issues a
stern warning on the ills of haughtiness and jealousy. He
decries those who partake of the good he has received‘ nd

rather than thank Hashem, he takes the credit all for himself.
He believes that Hashem did not send him this bounty, but
that it was the strength of his hand - and thus, he is within his
rights to live as he pleases. To this, Moshe warns: “I bear
witness ggainst you this day, that you will surely perish.”

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂw\y@_}

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B919 125 N Tmom’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (39)
Learning Mishna (cont). Last week we mentioned the Gemara
(Kiddushin 30a) and Halacha (Y.D. 246:4) about how a Yid
should make sure that his regular learning includes Mikrah,
Mishna and Gemara. We focused on the first concept of
Mishna, which is learning the text of six sections of Mishnayos,
from Zeraim through Taharos. Tosfos in Kiddushin (%> 1"1) (1)
writes that the reason why the Geonim put the Mishnayos of
Korbonos - "y»pn N’ - into davening before P’sukei D’Zimra
is to ensure that everyone learns some Mishna daily.

Second Concept of Mishna. The following is based on the
Rambam (2, Shulchan Aruch Harav () and partially on Ohr
Yisroel (R’ Yisroel Salanter 18). It is clear from the above
sources and material quoted that the words "mwn" and "N’ do
not just refer to specific texts. Rather, they also refer to different
forms of Torah learning. “Mishna” refers to short facts, views
and halachos, without reasons or deep logic. However,
“Gemara” refers to the reasoning and deep comprehension of
the facts and halachos, in a way that one can compare topic to
topic, to yield new halachos, differentiate between topics, and
reveal new depths through asking and answering. This is why
Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakai is credited @ with knowing
Gemara, before our text of Gemara was compiled, and simple

(= QR RGN
facts from Rav and Shmuel are called "mwn 127" 5) even though
they were compiled after our text of Mishnayos was written.
Further Defining Limud Mishna. The need for this “Mishna-
type” learning is two-fold. First, to be able to understand the logic
of Torah, one must be fluent with the many facts and halachos of
N9 Syaw 77, to compare, differentiate, ask and answer.
Secondly, in order to know how to properly fulfill halachos, it
must be codified in a final text. As time went on and new
halachos, decrees and circumstances arose, even if they were the
results of deep discussion called “Gemara” their compilation in a
summarized short manner for all to know is called “Mishna.”
That is why the Sh. Aruch Harav mentioned above says that
learning Shulchan Aruch without its source material, logics and
reasons is called Mishna. Leaming Kitzur Shulchan Aruch,
which includes halachos resulting from deep “Gemara-type”
discussions of Taz, Magen Avraham, etc., is also called
Mishna. Also, many facts from the Gemara which are simple
straight-forward halachos, are actually included in the broad
definition of learning Mishna. Actually, when one initially learns
a sugya (topic), just getting the basic facts straight is included in
the 1/3 of learning Mishna, and then, as he delves deeper in the
sugya, he enters the world of Gemara, and this is part of what
Chazal said to include Mishna and Gemara into one’s learning.
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R’ Chanoch Henach Hakohen Levine of Aleksander z¢”’l would say:
“MIN NANRDY PIIT 992 1YY PPON N NN NIRDY DX THyN HRY PPN N N ONIW Nnyy - People are strange. They beg
and plead that Hashem should give them Yiras Shamayim (Fear of Heaven) when this is something that is entirely in the

individual’s control. Yet, when it comes to livelihood and sustenance, they imagine that they are in charge

12°

R’ Isaac Ausband z¢”’l (Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe) would say:
“MO0N Yy DY DIPYY DIPOR 'NY ONNRVN MM XINY - While Moshe knew that Klal Yisroel had fatally sinned he

believed in their ability to repent nonetheless. Moshe expected that his appearance with the luchos would have
immediately brought Am Yisroel back to their senses. Just as a thief who is caught is inclined to run and hide out of
embarrassment, Moshe expected Klal Yisroel to do the same. Only when Moshe appeared and the celebration continued
on as before, did Moshe recognize the severity of this sin. Klal Yisroel needed a powerful response to awaken them and
Moshe in turn broke the luchos. Sin is often merely spontaneous and a person is caught off guard. Thus, the sin would not
necessarily reflect the real status of the individual. In the case of the Chet Haegel where even after Moshe’s appearance,
Klal Yisroel continued in their rebellion, Moshe understood that the nation had fallen and were unworthy of the luchos.”

A Wise Man would say:
“It is better to do something great and fail than to attempt to do nothing and succeed.”

Printed By: Mailway Services, Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs Heshy Weinberger and
Serving MosdosandBusinesses | Mr. & Mrs. Yanky Koschitzki on the birth of their grandson,
Worldwide Since 1980 Michoel 3, to their children Mr. & Mrs. Eli Koschitzki.
(1-888-Mailway) May they always see much nachas from him in the future.
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To the untrained eye, Birchas Hamazon can certainly fall under the category of a habitual mitzvah, one whose
significance can easily be missed. Birchas Hamazon, in some cases recited up to three times daily, serves as a constant
reminder to Jews the world over that our hearts and minds should always be directed to the Land of Israel. As R’ Yaakov
Emden z¢”’l writes in the introduction to his siddur, “Do not intend to settle down outside of the Land of Israel, G-d forbid.
That was our ancestor’s sin, despising the desirable land, which caused us eternal weeping. And this sin has stood against
us throughout our bitter exile. Not just one enemy has risen up against us, but peace and tranquility have eluded us in
every generation. We have been persecuted; we have toiled but found no rest; we have been forgotten like the dead, all
because we have completely forgotten about living in the Land of Israel.” With this small but constant reminder, and
through the return of the Jewish nation to the Land of Israel, surely a great redemption will come to our people.

A prominent Yid relates an amazing story in the name of a principal of a renowned cheder in Jerusalem, in whose
neighborhood lived an elderly Jew. What was very extraordinary about this Jew was the way he would recite Birchas
Hamazon; he would do so with unbelievable kavanah (concentration) and hislahavus (enthusiasm) word by word.

The principal asked this elderly Jew to please tell him what was the background behind the manner in which he
bentched and why he did it in the inspiring way that he did. The elderly Jew quickly responded, “I will tell you. You see, I
was 12 years old in a cheder in Poland, when the renowned Gaon, R’ Meir Shapiro of Lublin z¢”’l, came to speak to us
children about the importance of Bentching - Birchas Hamazon. 1 will never forget how he quoted the words of the Be’er
Heitev (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim, 185:1) who writes that the letter (in the Hebrew Alef Beis) known as the Peh Sofis
(9) is the only one not found in the entire Birchas Hamazon because whoever will recite this special prayer with true and
intense concentration will be spared from "\N" and "\Np” - Hashem’s anger (both words end with a peh sofis), and he will be
blessed with bountiful parnassah his whole life. R’Meir Shapiro spoke gently and kindly and urged all of us children to
undertake to always say Birchas Hamazon with kavana, and blessed us that we will be spared from 7zaros our whole lives
and that we will have Parnassa B’revach (bountiful sustenance).”

The elderly man was silent for a few moments, deep in thought before he once again continued to speak. “Many years
passed and one day I found himself at the gates of Auschwitz, behind a long line of people who were being directed by the
Nazis, yemach shemam, to the right or to the left. I was sure that my time on this world had expired and I would be
sentenced to death immediately. Suddenly, I remembered the lesson I had learned from R* Meir Shapiro as a young child.
I remembered what he had said about being saved and right then and there, in those frightening moments, I prayed from the
bottom of my heart: ‘Ribono Shel Olam! 1 have a promise from the Be’er Heitev that whoever will bentch Birchas Hamazon
with kavanah will not have any troubles. Here in Auschwitz I beg you Hashem - spare me from pain and suffering!””’

There was silence again. “While I was davening I was sent to the right. My life was spared at that moment. We were
told that we would have to tell the Nazis what type of skill we had so that we could be given appropriate work. Being a
Yeshiva Bochur 1 did not know what to say and I again davened to Hashem: ‘Ribono Shel Olam! I have a promise for
parnassa; I must have what to eat in Auschwitz! I don’t have a profession to tell the Nazis, please help me!’

“Suddenly I once again saw the open hand of Hashem in the misery of Auschwitz. The Jew behind me whispered in my
ear: ‘Tell him that you are a cook and that I am your assistant.” I did as he said and found myself placed in the kitchen - as
a cook, no less, in Auschwitz. While so many others were dying of hunger, I was in the kitchen with loads of food!”

With that, the elderly Jew finished his story. He saw how the promise of the Be’er Heiteiv was fulfilled during the
horrendous years of WWII; should he not bentch Birchas Hamazon with all his strength and kavanah?
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Swn: A young couple from chutz ’aretz (outside of Israel)
lived a simple life. Their apartment was not elaborate and
their car was not flashy. They could not afford more.

But then the day came and the young man finally came
into a nice bundle of money. He was thrilled and decided
that it was time to treat himself to a nice luxury car.
However, his wife disagreed and felt that it would make the
neighbors jealous and they didn’t need to incur the enmity
of their friends. It became a touchy subject and the young
man decided to ask a shaila.

On a trip to Eretz Yisroel, he traveled to Bnei Brak and
came to the home of R’ Aharon Leib Steinman shlit’a. He
waited patiently as the gabbai explained to the Rav that this
man was here at the insistence of his wife who was worried
that if they bought a new luxury car, he would be the envy
of his neighbors. R’ Aharon Leib looked at the young man
for a long minute and finally asked him, “Tell me, have you
mastered all of Shas yet?”

“No,” the man said, as he laughed uneasily. “If so,” said
R’ Aharon Leib, “what is there to be jealous of?”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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The Torah in Parshas Eikev enumerates the many virtues of Eretz Yisroel - although the greatest attribute of all is that
this holy land is the primary focus of the Ribono Shel Olam from the beginning of the year until the end of year. The
obvious question is asked here: Why, when referring to the beginning of the year, is it written "mwi” with a Ny PN N,
whereas, the end of year is just referred to as "mw mINX" without the special letter “heh”?

My machshava here is based on a famous vort of the Satmar Rebbe zt”l. Since Parshas Eikev is always lained
immediately before Chodesh Elul, it helps to serve as a wake-up call to all Jews, that the time for improving our ways is
just around the corner! Every year, before Rosh Hashana, we get excited about the opportunity given to us to work on and
correct any spiritual flaws or wrongdoings, convincing ourselves that this will be THE year - "mwn" - that we will attain
perfection and purity. We become filled with enthusiasm, positive that we will soon be better people in the coming year!
However, as the year draws to a close, we usually feel disappointed as we realize that once again, we didn’t accomplish
what we set out to do this year. The year that we anticipated would be full of self-improvement turned into just another

ordinary year...from "mwp YN it became "M MINN" - the end of another typical year.

After Tisha B’av and Shabbos Nachamu we can homiletically translate the following words from the Kedusha of
Mussaf: "mWNID HINK 0ONNONON ' Hashem is hinting to us that the Geulah can only come when "mwN12 7INN" - when
the end of our year will be like the beginning, replete with the fulfilled goals that we intended to accomplish.

May the coming year of n"ywn be “HASHANAH”, a year of gezunt, parnassa, nachas, menuchas hanefesh and
menuchas haguf as we greet Moshiach Tzidkeinu, yaN 92 073!

&’&’L’i‘; T@? ’/%P)m w: m limited. It is difficult to tell if his deeds stem from a genuine
(3-1) w TEMED VAT 72272 N DNDPID TR0 oy R drive to do what is right, or if he is simply putting on a show.

In 2014 three Jewish families in Israel were subjected to
one of the most unimaginable torments known to man — the
loss of their sons, who were found brutally murdered after
days of anguished searching. The reactions of those bereaved
parents to their ordeal was perhaps the quintessential kiddush
Hashem, an idea perhaps best encapsulated by Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s words in his eulogy for the boys: “The
nation understood immediately the depth of the roots and
your strength of spirit. You taught us all a full lesson that
we will not forget. A lesson in faith and determination; in
unity and sensitivity; in Judaism and humanity.”

In general, the essence of a Jewish person is largely
concealed from the rest of the world. The Jewish heart
harbors powerful forces: incredible depths of love and fear of
Hashem, rock-solid faith and burning devotion. Often, a
person’s actions do not fully reveal what is in his heart, and
so the kiddush Hashem that results from his actions are often

The Kli Yakar provides us with an incredible insight: One
of the reasons that Hashem afflicts us with painful tribulations
is to bring to light the true greatness that lies within us, to
show the world the levels of greatness that Klal Yisroel is
capable of attaining. Thus, the Torah states that Hashem led
us into the desert and brought tribulations upon us “in order
to afflict you and to test you, to know what is in your heart,
whether you will observe His mitzvos or not.” This posuk
tells us that the purpose of those trials was "TnoI>" - “fo fest
you,” a term that is derived from the word "0y - “banner,”
which would cause the entire world “to know” what lies
within a Jewish heart. (When the Torah says that the purpose
of the trials was “fo know what is in your heart,” it does not
mean that the intent was for Hashem to know, but rather for
the world to know.) Thus, Hashem’s goal with the affliction
was to demonstrate Klal Yisroel’s true essence to the entire
world, like a banner that is raised for everyone to see.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... 7DNI

o 7

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO

(1) - TOUTNN TN TAIT ORI DY A2 D 7[::1 729 2127 TN
1

R’ Shimshon Pincus z#’I describes our generation as a child who begs his parents for a new b

e. His parents tell him

that one doesn’t just get a new bike. You have to learn well, behave well, and if you earn it, we will get you a new bike. The
child is quite dismayed but he realizes that this is non-negotiable. His parents are just not going to buy him a new bike. A
few days later this child is involved in a terrible car accident. He is lucky to be alive and after being rushed to the hospital
and a series of operations, he finally comes home. As he walks into his house, what is the first thing he sees as he opens the
door? A brand new bike! Even nicer than the one he wanted. He was so excited and his parents were overjoyed that they
could make him happy. What happened? Didn’t he have to earn his new bike? Why did he get it for nothing? Because he just
went through such a painful experience and his parents wanted to make him happy, to show him how much they loved him.

Our generation today, explains R’ Pincus, is similar to this. The Jewish people recently went through such a difficult and
painful time called the Holocaust. We suffered so terribly that now Hashem is showering us with so much bounty, so much
goodness and plenty in order to comfort us, and show us how much He loves us. There has never been a time of so much
materialism - so much food, so much clothing, so much leisure and comfort. Why is Hashem showering us with so much
comfort? Because He wants to show us how much He loves us. He wants us to know how much He cares about us. These
are the kisses and hugs from Hashem to help us get through this seemingly never-ending golus.




