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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (54). Separation of Meat and Dairy.
Utensils Found in the Wrong Place. Many times, a person
finds a meat [fleishig] utensil in the dairy [milchig] sink, drawer,
dish rack, etc. Sometimes it is the other way around - a dairy
utensil found in the wrong place. What is the halacha?
Knowing How it Happened. Sometimes one can remember or
figure out how the mistake happened and he therefore has a
clear set of rules to go by, or to be able to ask a Rav. Basically, if
there was no hot contact with the other type, nothing is affected.
If there was a hot contact, the utensil(s) might need kashering if
a Rav doesn’t find any other factors that permit it.

Not Knowing How it Happened. More often than not, one
cannot figure out how it happened. It might have just been put
cold and clean in the wrong place, or possibly one might have to
go to the opposite extreme, where it has been washed together in
hot water. Now, what is the halacha? The RMA rules that if a
dairy bowl is found among meat [fleishig] bowls, we are not
concerned that they were washed together in a way that would
prohibit them from use. There are two ways to understand this
RMA in the Poskim. The Taz @ and others explain that it is
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permitted because of “sfeik sfeika” - two permissive doubts; it
could be they weren’t washed together, and even if they were, they
might not be bnei yomon - the taste in them has deteriorated and
can’t ruin anything. If so, sometimes the circumstances just don’t
have their two doubts, such as he knows that all the utensils were
bnei yomon. The Toras Yekusiel 3) explains that it is permitted
because of “Achzuka Re’usa Lo Machzekinon” - the chezkas
heter of the utensil permits us to assume that without some proof
we do not say that some forbidden action occurred. Accordingly,
even one doubt is enough to permit it. One who is lenient has
whom to rely upon, especially if he is willing to leave the utensil
sitting cold and clean for 24 hour before using it again. Therefore,
if one is not sure how the utensil ended up in the wrong place, it
is permitted because of the doubt or doubts that are involved -
were they washed together? Was the washing water hot enough
to cause the utensil to become treif? Were they bnei yomon?

The above leniency applies even if they were possibly (safek)
washed in a dishwasher of the other type. If they were definitely
washed in a dishwasher of the other type, it is a bit more
complicated and will be explained next week B’ezras Hashem.
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"3 w1 85 353w o’ - The case of pww 1 is where a seller and bLTyer are negotiating the price of an item. The buyer makes an N
onp on the item and says it should be assur to me if | pay more than a Spw (2 dinar). The seller replies and makes an o»p Mo on the
money and says it should be assur to me if | accept less than a y>o (4 dinar). They may both seftle at 3 dinar. The "9 explains that even
though each made a 7, one prohibiting the item and the other prohibiting the money, when the seller said 4 dinar he had in mind to settle on 3,
and when the buyer said 2, he had in mind to go up to 3. Even though what they had in mind is 252w © 27 and we rule o127 N, in this case
since this is normal between a 2oy and N, this is called a navaT a1 and we therefore take into consideration what was in their hearts.

The X9 (2,250 1"v] adds that the seller may only end up selling it for under 4 but not for 2. Similarly, the purchaser may go higher than his
offer, but not to 4. He brings v v and that ultimately the seller can drop as low as he needs to, and the buyer can raise his offer, and the
neder is not 5n. The v'v and the q7"w bring from the n"a that the obw is Spm. The source for the halacha of o271 YN 29aw oMaTis in
00 pwYTP where the Gemara brings a story of someone in 5"vn planning to move to Snv» yx and he sold all of his possessions. After the
sale, his plans fell through and he wanted to void the sale since the only reason for the sale was because he was moving. a1 paskened that
even though we knew his plans, at the time of the sale he didn't stipulate clearly his intentions. It just remains 252w o327 and the sale is valid.

The N"awA 1o y1 8O nww oy explains that this remains 252w o277 even though we believe what his intentions were, since at the time of
the sale his intentions were not nowa and people do change their minds, his (true) intentions remain 252w o271 and cannot affect the sale. 'y
onmw 9 . The X'awn [ pwrpp] adds that o127 X 292w o127 only when it contradicts the o, butin a case like in -»v (2] where a nazir
is walking by and someone says NN, since his 2 is not amv his »9, we follow what was in his heart which was to be a nazir “like him”.

The " [5n N says if one left his house before noa without a np>13, he should be 1152 Svan. The . says that since 52 is done
152 we don't make a n>712 because we don't make a bracha on nawnn alone. Even though we do say xwnn 93, the v says this is not
oo mpnn but rather a yan. However, the n"a and »"a bring that one must be ynawa »oxn and the ywb of "153" S0 is NpNTIND.
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R’ Nissan Alpert z¢#”’l (Limudei Nissan) would say:

“OMIaN NN NN MY - The Medrash notes that this section of the parsha mentions the Brei Ches ten times paralleling
the ten commandments! The Medrash adds that one learns the need to examine his purchases and acquisitions in the
same manner that one fulfills the ten commandments. In truth, the cycle of life carries many ups and downs. One also
needs to be able to handle that cycle and everyday life with the same grounding that one finds in the Aseres HaDibbros.”

A Wise Man would say:
“A friendship founded on business is better than a business founded on friendship.”
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The posuk tells us that Eliezer brought ten donkeys laden with lavish presents. He gave Rivkah bracelets and rings at
the well and presented her family with silver and gold ornaments, as well as clothing and other articles. As far as Lavan
and Besuel were concerned, they were making a fabulous deal. Not only was Rivkah going to have everything she could
ever want, they too stood to gain immensely. So what was Eliezer referring to when he told them, “And now, if you will
deal with my master with kindness and truth (chessed and emes)”? Where’s the chessed and emes when they had
everything to gain and nothing to lose? R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz shlita explains that Eliezer was relaying to Rivkah, her
parents and her brother Lavan, that as far as Avraham and Yitzchok were concerned, they were willing to give all these
presents - to give and to give. However, as far as Rivkah and her family were concerned, she should be entering into this
marriage not in order to take but to give, to perform chessed and emes, to focus on giving to others - true chessed carried
out without anticipation of compensation. This is what marriage is all about: giving without expecting to receive in return.

Someone once asked the Gaon, R’ Eliyahu Lopian z¢”I, just how long do Chazal’s words apply when they say (Pirkei
D’Ravy Eliezer) that a chosson is “Domeh L’'melech” - a groom is like a king. Is it during the engagement, the night of the
wedding, only for the week of sheva berachos, the first thirty days, or maybe even for the entire first year? R’ Elya replied,
“As long as the chosson reveres his kallah and treats her like a queen, that is as long as he is considered a king!”

The Tzaddik from Yerushalayim, R’ Aryeh Levine z¢£”’l was such a person - he was a genuine king, based on the way he
treated and revered his Rebbetzin as a queen. There is a well-known story related about how he once went with his wife to
their family doctor for a check-up, and after the doctor received them with honor and respect. he asked why they came that
day. R’ Aryeh replied, “We came to the honorable doctor because our foot hurts us.” The doctor was noticeably confused;
which foot was he to examine? Hers? His? Both? R” Aryeh smiled and said, “My wife’s foot hurts us both!”

Another story is told by Rebbetzin Batsheva Kanievsky a”’h, the granddaughter of R> Aryeh Levine, about this
wonderful mindset. She related as follows: “My holy Zaida was orphaned from a young age. He lived overseas and had a
difficult life, with no money or financial support as he wandered from yeshivah to yeshivah. When it came time for him to
marry, Hashem arranged a most wonderful shidduch for him with a truly exceptional kallah. After the chuppah, in the
yichud room, R’ Aryeh turned to his new kallah and told her very warmly and wholeheartedly, ‘My precious wife, the
custom is to give the kallah a special gift in the cheder yichud, and from the depths of my heart I so much wanted to give
you a gift. Unfortunately, as you know, I have absolutely no means with which to purchase such a gift. It is painful to me
to be unable to buy you something special. Therefore, my request is that you accept this gift from me, a gift that did not
require any funds in order to purchase. Here is my gift: I accept upon myself to always be mevater, to always give in and
acquiesce to all of your wishes. This gift should last for the duration of our lives! I will always let you do as you wish!’

“My grandmother was overcome with emotion. Her eyes filled with tears of gratitude, happiness and joy over such a
magnificent gift, from her magnificent chosson. Instantly, she turned to him and replied, ‘My dear chosson, if this is your gift
to me, then I too, would like to give you the same exact gift: everything in our home should always run according to the way
you feel it would be most beneficial!” With this approach towards one another, it is no wonder that R’ Aryeh and his wife
lived together for so many wonderful, good years, always being mevater one to the other. They built a home and family that
was a model example of Torah and middos tovos, a home in which there lived a true king and queen. And they were zoche to

merit having their daughters marry wonderful Gedolei Yisroel: Hagaon R’ Shmuel Aharon Yudelevitch z¢”l, Hagaon R’ |

Eliezer Palchinsky z¢”’l, and my own father-in-law, the Gaon and Posek Hador, R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z¢£”’1.”
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Chazal tell us that when Eliezer saw the well water rising up to meet Rivkah, he knew he was in the company of someone

"C, special. The Rishonim explain that the Medrash knew this from the fact that the word "anwm" is conspicuously missing the first

time Rivkah drew the water. It is only used in the subsequent posukim. The Rambam goes so far to say that this miracle only

v happened the first time, and not when she drew water for Eliezer and the camels. Perhaps, the reason was just to help Eliezer

realize that she may be the one. R” Zalman Sorotzkin z£”’/ (Oznayim L’Torah) explains it on a deeper level. When Rivkah

M drew water for her family it was a mundane menial task. Thus, Hashem spared her the effort of bending down. However,

when it came time to perform an act of chessed, she didn’t want her efforts spared. To the contrary, every move, every drop of

& | exertion, elevated her lofty act of kindness even more. Every extra effort spent, was all part of her performance of the mitzvah.

There’s a short anecdote which complements this machshava. The Vilna Gaon’s wife and her friend were partners in

,‘V many chessed projects. They made a pact that whoever would be niftar first would come to the other in a dream and relay the
"C, happenings Above. The friend passed away first and appeared to the Gaon’s wife. She relayed that the cheshbonos in heaven

are awesomely accurate. “Once, when we were collecting, we went to the home of potential donors, but they weren’t home.

%ew| As we were departing, you spotted them and we solicited a donation. We were both credited with that solicitation. Alas, you

were awarded more schar than I, because you raised your hand to point towards them, to go over and solicit.”
When we have the opportunity to exert ourselves while doing a mitzvah, let us do so happily, as per the maxim: XN NWS 019D

o ¢ | and learn from Rivkah, who understood the power of not only the mitzvah itself but the effort expended in completing it as well!
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¢ ’ Yom: A young woman once came to the Chazon Ish z¢”l
w| crying that she’s been in shidduchim for two years and has

been rejected by everyone. “Rebbi, what am I doing wrong?

%] Am I completely worthless?”” she wailed in despair.

The Chazon Ish, in a warm and calming tone, replied as

(t follows: “Suppose you are looking for the Friedman family

at 100 Rechov Rabbi Akiva. 1t is a four-story building with

| eight apartments on both sides. In Bnei Brak, there are rarely

any numbers on the buildings and the mailboxes are old and

rusty, making it hard to recognize which families are living
¥%| there. But you ask around until you find the right building

and then you walk carefully up the dimly lit staircase.”
The Chazon Ish let the scenario sink in, and then continued:
“So you go to the first apartment, knock, and ask: Is this the

The Friedmans live on the 4th floor. There are two families
on that level - their door is the one to the right.’
“Suppose you get enraged and start crying, why are you
not Friedman? I need Friedman! Why are you not them?”’
“‘Are you crazy?’ the Itzkovitz family will say, ‘why are
you crying like that? We are the Itzkovitz family! Friedman is
upstairs. Go upstairs and you’ll find Friedman.””

“In the same way,” the Chazon Ish concluded, “those
other boys who rejected you are not yours. Because your
zivug is not by ‘Ttzkovitz’. It is by ‘Friedman’. Don’t despair.
There are thousands of families out there, but there is only
one address for Friedman. When it comes to finding your
‘Friedman’ he will run to the right address to find you.”
%wna: Eliezer approached the “Parsha of Shidduchim” with
many doubts, only to find it actually quite quick and smooth.
This is one of many lessons learned from here. Never despair,
there’s only one ‘Friedman’ out there for you!

,G Friedman family? They say, ‘No, it is the Itzkovitz family.
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Sarah lived 100 years and 20 years and 7 years. Her years are delineated individually to teach us that they were all equally

good. Every single moment of Sarah’s life was good because she had true faith in Hashem. She had SHEMA in her voice!

The Klausenberger Rebbe z£”’l was once asked how he managed to survive the war, losing his wife and 11 children, and

3 still go on to build up thousands of Jews and infuse them with a love for Hashem and Yiddishkeit. Where did he get such

Dovid Hamelech became “old, coming into his days” - like
the way the Torah describes Avraham Avinu’s twilight years.
The Navi says that even though Dovid was continuously
covered by multiple layers of clothes, he never felt warm.
The explanation given by Chazal is that this was punishment
for Dovid having cut off the corner of Shaul’s coat while he
was in hiding. What is the deeper understanding here?

R’ Moshe Teitelbaum z#”I (Yismach Moshe) explains
that just as clothing serves to protect a person’s body from
the elements, so too, a person’s good deeds serve as a layer
of protection for the soul. When a person mistreats his
clothing, he is showing a lack of care on more than just a
superficial level. On the contrary, a lack of respect for one’s

clothing serves as a metaphor for how that person treats his
spiritual “clothing” - and that has much deeper consequences.

Obviously, one cannot ever fathom the spiritual level that
Dovid Hamelech was on - nor how “clean” his spiritual
“clothes” were. Says the Yismach Moshe, Tzaddikim never
feel satisfied in their avodas Hashem, and Dovid Hamelech
was no different. The “clothing” that he was trying to “warm”
himself up with was in fact an additional amount of time
devoted to his avodas Hashem. Yet, he felt that it still wasn’t
enough, and it wasn’t “warming him up.”

It is amazing to think that this was a legitimate concern of
Dovid Hamelech, and it serves as a lesson for us to never feel
complacent inour growth. Indeed, we can always achieve more.

¥ 5] superhuman strength from? He answered that it was from his mother. He remembered his mother putting him to bed as a

young child before the war, and saying SHEMA with him at night. She would cover his eyes and say the words, “Shema

»“ ;'”:;l, Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad.” He asked her why we cover our eyes when we say these words. She told him that

SHEMA means that Hashem is One and only does what is good. Sometimes in this world we look around and see things that

R look bad. They challenge our emunah because we think that Hashem is doing bad, but in truth we must believe that everything

is from Hashem and all that Hashem does is good. This is why we cover our eyes when we say these words. We must not let

| rt, our eyes deceive us. We must have faith in Hashem and believe that everything He does is good. The Klausenberger Rebbe
x| said, “It was these words that my mother said to me that gave me the strength to survive and rebuild after the war.”

The greatness of Sarah Imeinu was "n>%1 ynv" - SHEMA was in her voice! The message of SHEMA, perfect faith and

,“ ‘"'”,\,, trust in Hashem is a woman’s job to pass on to the next generation. She does not have a mitzvah of tefillin. She does not need
S | the constant reminder every day to bind herself down in deed and in mind, to Hashem by wrapping retzuos around her arm. A
X5 woman is innately connected. The Maharal says that the fefillin of a woman is her womb! May the collective voice of all

Yiddishe Mothers be heard in all that they say and do, in order to be zoche to infuse future generations with real EMUNAH.




