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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (76). Toiveling Food Storage Items.
Details of the Beracha on Tevilas Keilim. In the last few
issues, we mentioned a number of items that because of
halachic doubts regarding their validity are immersed in a
mikvah without a beracha. The Darkei Teshuva (120:19)
says that even though a beracha is not actually spoken on
these utensils, one should still think through the words of the
beracha. Since there is an opinion that doing this is like
actually saying the beracha (and it is certainly not a beracha
levatala, as the Pri Megadim writes in OC 185:1), it should
be done. The same is true if one has a safek if he needs a
beracha on food items. (See V°zos Habracha page 88)
When Toiveling Many Keilim. If one is foiveling many
keilim, he should be careful not to talk out during the
immersion process until he has finished oiveling all of them,
unless it is something necessary for the immersion. If he did
speak out not regarding the tevila, once he was foivel a single
keili, he does not need to make a beracha again (see Mishna
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Berurah §-28). However, if he made a beracha and spoke
out before toiveling the first utensil, (words that are not
regarding the fevila), then he must repeat the beracha.
Holding Keilim in the Proper Hand. A right-handed person
should hold the keili as he says the beracha in his right hand.
A lefty should do it in his left hand (MB 206-18). After the
beracha, he should immerse the object with that specific
hand. One may sit when he says the beracha (see Magen
Avraham 8-2, Sefer Tevilas Keilim page 155).

In Which Mikvah? If a person is toiveling utensils in a
mikvah made for men, he should make the beracha outside
and then walk in and do the fevila without any interruption.
NOTE: There are certain men’s mikvaos that may not be
valid for tevilas keilim, or at least not valid while the filter is
running. This is a shaila that must be checked out with the
Ravy in charge of the mikvah before doing anything further. If
one immersed all of his utensils in the mikvah without a
beracha, the tevila is still valid.
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D172 .0n N2y pun v ov so that 3 days should not go by without hearing n . Ezra was ypmn to also fain by nnan on nav, 3 people should
be now & no less than 10 omoa be lained (278 "2 Poy). ['0 999 mnd Dovx] D9y 9o ' klers: is the mpm of n'mp a avn on P pre oo to
lain it & the 1 Syais 2oxm everyone’s avn through nnyo i, or is the avn on every v only to hear the Laining like the mitzvah of Snipn?

The ['a ,yp "] ¥ says one may leamn during ' as long as there are 10 people following the mxi. The niabn wa says this is
w0 man! How can one be permitted to learmn during Laining, how will he hear the xp 5ya? The n'n says avanonT N9, | would say this
halacha is referring to one who already heard the Laining, but only quietly. However, he concludes that the end of this pyo is not ywn like this.
y'y. The ¥ [DW] Says: "NMPN *90 DYNY MyT P0Y v T md "X The 2"wn brings the onMan yn that was »onn that even
though there is a nvw that allows one to recite owIn NN XIPN OV, he was PN’ to listen to every word, X™n nyT 1. The 2w adds
that many osnx suggest to read along with the x i Sy because without doing so it is harder to be Yo & listen to every word.

YN D', TN NN "] says one must listen very intently to 1" & not miss one word. If he missed a word or myoa - if it is the faining of
Monday/Thursday or nrun nav, if the aliya was only 3 posukim exactly, he won't be xxw because he’s missing & it would be considered like he
only heard 2 full Aliyos. If the Aliya was longer than 3 posukim, he would be 72y 12 Nxy.

2112 T " IR MR XD "D TN SNmw no13] brings from his rebbi o»n ' who Klers: if we don't have a full yan that didn't hear ', may
we use o195 111 to complete a minyan of 10 so we can Lain? Do we need a full ya of people that weren't xxv or is it enough if 21 of the
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without nwy there wasn't a mpm, or is the 2vn of nn»p on every rv but it can only be executed with 10 people? If the avnis only created
if there are 10 people that didn't hear faining yet, then we know we can't fain if only a1 of the pan wasn’t xy», because the 1 of 27 can't
create a avn. If, however, the avnis 5n on everyr just we need 10 to Lain, then it's T>w to say 19195 211 because there is avn av already
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above nvpn. The N'n says a 917 0T brought him a 0 from a Y that even if only 2y of @ y didn't hear, that would be enough to ain. vy
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R’ Chaim Kanievsky z¢”’l (Ta’ama D’kra) would say:

“y991 M oX - Why does the Torah mention in the berachos here that we will have what to eat, our trees will bear fruit,
and the like? Why not state like in Parshas Ki Savo that we will be blessed with all sorts of riches? Over there, the Torah was
talking to all of Klal Yisroel, therefore, Moshe blessed everyone with wealth and riches. However, here, the Torah is talking to
Talmidei Chachamim, as it says ‘Im Bechukosai Talaichu’ - shetiyu ameilim baTorah! Torah scholars don’t look for wealth
and riches - they are not blessings to them but curses. However, they do wish to have food to eat and fruit bearing trees.”

T 2 AN KT T ARY DY W B DY AR TLaT N2 3w N Opwh 12 pmn XD v 5D anownn D21 X1 72 Tl ik mw S0 . o _ N : :
I TN POWY YR AR TRIP CTH XD YW PNLa TOMAw MR YT Oyen T ek @ R Doy pnuan vyn K9 12 meon A Wise Man would say: "It is never too late to be what you might have been. — 5 efé“ﬁfffﬂﬁf?ffﬁﬁf‘
5oy /oW MwYS KOR 1K 71 50w oIon PoIRY KPR [N 1A K S0 1KY R YW 2P0 T 0¥ Twpnd ienw PrintedBy: Quality Printing 7227 ;‘Ne ARES,S“'Chh_" b";“w“f"i “,;’t,‘;’" i &'\:‘ﬁ-’\]:‘:s“ad‘eﬂv‘h}g
PXR2 3R /72 Mo R 7910 1A 50 5w oon o TRm YR 21 apm 21K ma 8D o1 aTea Amna R 1bap SR Soow GraphicCopy & Printing &8~ -~~~ of course Sign this PIWH 71332 723p too™ SEER e
R0 TR 22 bw 253 N N e oy SR 12 5o ryb ovbi oo T e (o o O Thn o Tion (ERSEEPERD) £P»  855.400.5164 / Text 800.917.8309 / kvodshomayim.org bayisne’emanb'yisroel




D%332 2% .... TNIAR ITWYD
@-m3) .. oY ARaS onowm pawd andoNT MMD PN IR

A fascinating story is told about the neighborhood in Jerusalem known as Meah Shearim and its humble origins.

In Hebrew, Meah Shearim means one hundred doors. The Jerusalem neighborhood by that name refers to the one
hundred gates evoked in the Torah and the Parshas HaShavua that was read in the Beis Haknesses during the week in
which the district was created. It was built during the 19th century, as life in the Old City of Jerusalem became too
uncomfortable. The neighborhood houses consisted of two rooms for about ten people, each built next to each other,
forming a natural wall, while schools and yeshivos remained in the Old City.

About 120 years ago in the holy city of Jerusalem, lived an askan by the name of R’ Zalman Baharan z#” (son of the
holy R’ Nochum of Shadik z¢”’I). He had a beloved student by the name of Yissachar who was engaged to be married to a
girl from a fine Jerusalem family, with a high pedigree and lineage. Unfortunately, two years passed after their initial
engagement and the couple were still not married. Eventually, the bride’s father gave Yissachar an ultimatum: either marry
my daughter at once, or break off the engagement. The problem was that poor Yissachar did not have two pennies to rub
together, let alone enough money to make a wedding and support a wife. He did not know what to tell his prospective
father-in-law. So he said nothing and waited for Divine salvation.

R’ Zalman Baharan was touched by the young man’s plight and longed to help him. At first he considered going door I

to door collecting donations, but he knew that his student would never accept such a handout. To further complicate
matters, his own dire financial straits prevented him from helping Yissachar from his own pocket.

R’ Zalman had a cousin who was also named Zalman. To differentiate between the two cousins, one was called R’
Zalman Baharan and the other was known as R’ Zalman Baharil (ben Harav Yaakov Leib). R’ Zalman decided to ask his
cousin’s advice, and the two Zalmans put their heads together to devise a plan. It was obvious that they couldn’t take out a
loan, for how would they ever repay it? R’ Zalman Baharil then suggested that they wait until Sukkos and sell esrogim, but
his cousin countered that it would deprive the regular esrog merchants of their livelihood.

In the end it was R’ Zalman Baharan himself who came up with a viable plan: There was a vacant lot north of the city,
that they hoped to eventually use to build a settlement, although they had yet to obtain enough money to start building.
“Why don’t we use part of the land to grow wheat for shmura matza?” he suggested. “We’ll have lots of customers, as
people know they can trust our integrity. We can earn money, and the profits will pay for Yissachar’s wedding!”

A fine idea indeed. That very day the residents of Jerusalem were astonished to see two of its most distinguished
citizens - R’ Zalman Baharan and R’ Zalman Baharil - setting out early in the morning, with gardening equipment slung
over their shoulders. For three days straight, the two Zalmans weeded and plowed until the ground was ready for seeding.
The day after the wheat was planted, a light rain fell - a sign, the two men agreed, that Hashem approved their plan.
Indeed, the crop seemed to take to the land and it was not long before they began to see results. A few days later, R’
Zalman and his cousin informed the girl’s father that the wedding would take place before Pesach. After thast, they were
able to secured a loan, confident that they could repay it in time. Yissachar and his bride were blissfully wed.

At the end of the season, the two Zalmans harvested the wheat, bundled it into sheaves, and personally milled and sifted
it. It was a very fine quality of wheat, and kosher for Pesach according to the highest standards of kashrus. It sold well,
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his parsha discusses the frightening curses of the rochacha. I once heard an amusing anecdote that can perhaps help us

"C, gain insight into these seemingly ominous posukim.

A woman was experiencing the onset of labor and its associated pain. She saw a piece of paper on which several

R posukim were written. Not knowing how to read, she simply placed it under her pillow as a segula to alleviate her pain and

to expedite a smooth labor. Unbeknownst to her they were posukim from the fochacha! That, notwithstanding, she Boruch

¥ Hashem had an exceptionally easy time and the shouts of Mazel Tov were soon heard. (Please, do not try this “segula” at

home!) Let us delve a bit deeper to understand what transpired here. The Gemara says in Megilla 31b that we always read

&'| the rochacha in close proximity to Shavuos because it is a Rosh Hashana of sorts 2NN TPa 9y D) NSy,

Possibly there is a direct correlation between the crops and the tochacha. As one peruses the posukim of the tochacha,

>'| we chance upon a concept. That one may be living life as a “mikra” - a chance happening. Failing to see the Yad Hashem
"C, in everything. That is, Lo Aleinu, a catalyst for retribution, to shake us into reality.

Parshas Behar is replete with the idea that all our possessions are divinely on loan to us and WE are not the owners.

33 %] The concept of Shemitah and Yovel, the temporary sales of fields, all teach us this. Thus, the judgment of Y>x0 9 is how

much we realize that all the heavenly gifts bestowed upon us are not mikra, by chance.
That is the lesson of the fochacha. Realizing that each child is a gift and not something natural that we deserve means
learning the lesson of Bechukosai. Hencefgihe had a healthy baby.
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"G Yom: After the sixth grade class in a New York yeshivah
uw| managed to get their third Rebbi to quit in a span of weeks,

the principle realized he was going to have to do something

A] drastic to get a rebbi for this class. He posted the position,

offering double the regular salary. Naturally, there were

(t, many applicants. Here was a rebbi job with double the
o% | salary. How hard could the class possibly be?

One applicant in particular did very well on the interview.

o .| He assured the principle with a great deal of confidence that
&'| he was qualified for the job. “Okay,” said the principle,
%] “tomorrow, please come and teach a model lesson for the

class. Let’s see if you are able to deal with them.” The

= % applicant got a good night’s sleep and came bright and early

the next morning. Things started out well and the new rebbi
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But he didn’t have long to wait. One after another, the boys
kept making annoying noises. Knowing he was “on trial,” he
kept his cool and continued teaching. All was well, until a
few minutes went by and he saw paper airplanes under some
boys’ desks. Apparently they were up to something.

Suddenly, he heard: “One, two, three .... ATTACK!”

Paper planes began to fill the air, until one kamikaze made
a direct hit - right into the new rebbi’s mouth! Tense with
frustration, he was about to scold them, as they deserved, but
then he remembered he was still on trial. He faced the class
with a glint in his eyes and said, “A plane fell from the sky?
So what! You know what else falls from the sky every day?
The fefilla of "yxw T2’ - it also falls from heaven ...!”

The boys were impressed and he was hired on the spot!
Ywna: This world is a giant test. If we can only internalize
that, our lives would be different and we would have a much

"C, thought his charismatic approach was really working. easier time dealing with the trials and tribulations of life..
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and with the money they earned, they easily repaid the loan.

They continued to succeed in this righteous endeavor until they earned enough money to begin construction on the |\

land, and in this way, the holy community of Meah Shearim was founded on the basis of a mitzvah.
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Yirmiyahu HaNavi declares, “Blessed is the man who

trusts in Hashem, and Hashem is his trust.” While this
seems to be an uncontroversial declaration of trust and faith
in Hashem, the doubling of the conviction seems
superfluous. Surely, if someone does indeed trust in
Hashem, he will make Hashem his base of trust. It seems
quite obvious. Can it be any other way?

R’ Yaakov Ettlinger z¢”’I (Minchas Oni) explains that
the basic understanding of Yirmiyahu’s wording is that
there are people who trust in Hashem, but only trust in Him
to send them salvation in the way they plan and in the way
they act. Often times a person feels confident in his actions
because he wholeheartedly believes that Hashem will
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provide the specific answer he wants. However, trust in
Hashem can only be just that — trust that the Almighty will
do whatever is the best for him, regardless of his personal
feelings.

But R’ Yaakov takes it a step further. He explains that
when faced with the slightest hint of resistance, people tend
to give up quite easily. Yirmiyahu’s intentions were that a
person should never despair of saying that he cannot
overcome his desires. Rather, he should place his trust in
Hashem that if he makes an effort and really wants to do it,
Hashem will help him. Because if he does so, then his true
belief and trust in Hashem will ultimately come. That is
why there is no doubling of language at all.

If someone would ask you, what is the best midda that a person should acquire, what would you say? This question was

% asked by Rav Yochanan ben Zakai to his 5 talmidim. Each one said a different midda. One said a good friend, one said a good
.| eye, and another said a good neighbor. But Rav Elazar ben Arach said a good heart, a lev fov. Rav Yochanan then said that
5 | everything that everyone else said is found in the words of Rav Elazar. This means that all the other good middos will be
¥ %] acquired, if one works on achieving the all encompassing midda of Lev Tov. What is a Lev Tov and how do we acquire it?

Rabbeinu Yonah explains a Lev Tov as one who is patient with others and doesn’t get angry. The Tiferes Yisroel teaches

»“ ;'”:;l, us that a Lev Tov is someone who responds to people softly and considerately and is always ready to do them favors. Shlomo

HaMelech teaches us in “Lev Tov Mishte Tamid.” (Mishlei 15,15) A person who has a good heart is as if he is always at a

R party! In fact these are the last words of the Shulchan Aruch (0”’C) which is implying that one should make this a goal of life
y¥_| to achieve a happy frame of mind and have agood and happy heart with all people and throughout the challenges of life.

If this is a goal of life, then certainly it is what we strive to achieve during these lofty days of Sefiras HaOmer which is all

% | about tikkun HaMiddos. The numerical value of Lev is 32 and the numerical value of Tov is 17. The first 32 days of sefira, are
"] days of Lev, when we mourn the 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva who died for not showing each other sufficient honor. These
=3 "‘,\,{ 32 days after Pesach are therefore saturated with “heart” and it is our job to grab the sparks of holiness at this time. The last 17
& | days are called Tov, since "N Nox 10 PN'. We begin a new and higher level in our journey toward Tikkun HaMiddos and
X:s| Kabbolas HaTorah. The last 17 days receive their holiness from Shavuos, from the great day of Matan Torah.

I think we can all agree with Rav Elazar ben Arach, that one who has a Lev Tov has it all.




