
 /// wv hbt utrh, hasenu urna, h,,ca ,t
(c-uf),xbfv ,hc ,ausec rvzhvk - 

      t :h"ar,trhwc asenv ,hcc dvb,vk lrumv kg vru,v vrhvzv ohngp wc vbv
lhnxv ohngpv hbacu /(k 'yh khgk) wohausew ,arpc ivu 'hjfubv trenc iv 'wsucfv

?uz vfhnx ihbg vn ihcvk hutrv inu ',cav ,rhna ,uumnk vz huuhm
ubh,ubuugca ubhnh kg znrk vru,v vbuuhfa rnuk ah ',hjmb thv vru,va iuhfu    
,hcw ,bhjc ovc aha ,uarsnu ,uhxbf h,c ot hf ubk ihtu 'ubhasen ,hc crjb
'sucfv ,trhc dvb,vk ohchhujn ovc odu /wygn asen ,hcw ohtrebu wasenv
ohbhsv hyrp kf rtcnv (tbe inhx ohhj jrut) oka inhx gceb wlurg ijkawcu
ihbg kfa c,fa (t e"x) vrurc vbanwc oa vtru /w,xbfv ,hc sucfw ihbgk ihgdubv
asencu /wygn asenk ovk hvtuw (zy 'th ktezjh) ch,fsn tuv w,xbfv ,hc sucfw

/uhkg vc ifuav ka utrun tvha ubhhvu 'wutrh, hasen ,tuw ch,f
vjhav tuv ',xbfv ,hc sucf hbpn u,uagkn gbnvk aha ohrcsvn sjt vbvu    
'uhexgc ost kf sury kujv ,unhc hf /w,cav ouhwc rehgc tuv vzc iuhxbva /vkhyc
oh,cua kfva ,cac okut /vkhp,v rjt ,xbfv ,hcc ,uvak htbp vcrv uk ihtu
zt eraf yrpcu 'vz iuhxbc ostv vxb,n zt ',xbfv ,hcc vcrv ohvuau 'vftknv in
'curk tuv jhfa hf] 'ovc audpk khdr ubht kujv ,unhca uhrfnu uhshsh ,t adup
if kgu [/,uhxbf h,c hbac kujc o,khp, ,tu ,cac o,khp, ohgcue ohabta
ubhkga vgav uzca ,uruvk wasen trunw ihbgk ,cac v,hcav ihbg cu,fv lhnxv

 /,xbfv ,hc ,ausec od rhvz ,uhvk ubhkg kyun ,cav ,rhnac rhvz ,uhvk
 

/// u,kutd hsf tmnu ush vdhavu ktd uk vhvh tk hf ahtu
 - (uf-vf)iujycv ,sn ka ijuf ihbgc

    d vae((((rrrrccccssss    eeeennnnggggvvvv))))    cccc""""hhhhmmmmbbbbvvvvvhvh tk hf ahtu" rnuku ohsevk vru,v vfhrm gusn 
tmnu ush vdhava vzk 'ktud uk ihta vz kkf gdub tk hrv /wudu ush vdhavu "ktud uk
tc vausev vru,va 'rxun lrsc trev ,buuf c"hmbv rthc tkt /u,kutd hsf
hsf ,dan ush tv,a u,kufhc tvha 'lf hshk tcha vchxv rehga ubk ,uruvk
ktdk ,uraptv uk aha ktud uk aha hns /ktud uk ihta vzc tpud tuv 'u,kutd
ubujyc rhxnu 'uvrzgha uc jyuc ostv gcyv lrsc hrv ',urhagv uk aha 'uvsa
tuv f"gu 'uvrzgha lunxk hn kg uk iht hrv 'ktud uk ihta hn f"tan /,"hav ,tn
uhbpk uk thmnn wv 'ubujyc ,njn wvc jyuc tuva iuhfu /,"havc eru lt jyuc tuv
u,jdav rhxn ,"hav 'wvc jyuc ubhta hn f"tan /u,kutd hsf dhavk u,kufhc vhvha

 c,fa unf ubnn((((iiiiuuuujjjjyyyyccccvvvv    rrrrggggaaaa))))    ,,,,uuuucccccccckkkkvvvv    ,,,,ccccuuuujjjjvvvvohvktc jyuc ubbht ota" 'k"zu 
hn shc u,ut jhbnu 'uhkgn u,jdav ohvktv rhxn wv ,kuzc jyuca hnu 'u,kuzc jyuc
ostv vfzha iputv 'ubsnkk tc vausev vru,va !ohtrub ohrcs /k"fg '"uhkg jyca
!,"havc iujycv h"g ubhhvu 'lhrm tuva vn kf ,ubek u,kufhc vhvha ush vdhavk

 

oafa ,uruvk hsf 'ukt ohhuuhm hba vru,v vfhnxv ifka rnuk ah ;xubc   
,t (:dhe ,ca) k"zj uarsa unfu 'kuj hruchsn rhvz ,uhvk ubhkg kyun ,caca
f"unf /kujc lruchsf ,cac lruchs tvh tka wrcs rcsuw (dh 'jb uvhgah) trenv

/uk vmujn lruchsf ,xbfv ,hcc lruchs tvh tka rhvz ,uhvk ubhkg kyun
 ihhgnvu 'vkhp,v ,gac vkhyc vjhan rhvz ,uhvk ubhkg kyun rehgcu    wwwwrrrrvvvvuuuuzzzzwwwwcccc

aaaauuuusssseeeevvvv,t rhsdnu 'lfc ohkzkznv ,rnujc sutn dhkpna vtrh (:tke wc ekj) 
/u,dvbvcu 'u,usjtc 'ktrah hektc ihntn ubhta rpuff vkhp,v ,gac jxv
surhp aha vtrna uk ut 'kuj hrcs ,xbfv ,hcc rcsna hn :s"fu, lk tvu
uk ihta uk ut 'okav sujh thva vbuntv ,t gruda uk ut 'ohbuhkgv ,unkugc
ubnn auc ubhta iuhf 'hekt uk ihta vtrn tuv hrva 'ktrah hektc ekj
v"cev tmnb tka u,gsc vkug kct vbunt uk ah ot ukhptu 'uhjcac ehxpvkn
ka iueh,c iuhzc dvubu 'ubnn trh ubht kct oa tuva cauja ut ',xbfv ,hcc oa
vjhac vkhp,v gmntc ehxpna h"g hf 'ohkkp,n ktraha vgac ie,ba vkgn

 /s"u,fg 'oukf vkgnk ohbe,n ,ukhp,vu ohjcav ihta vzc vtrn 'vkyc
     t,hta vn icun ohrcsv ukt rutklllluuuurrrrgggg    iiiijjjjkkkkuuuuaaaacccchuekv hf (th 'sfe j"ut) 

 vzcwwwwttttuuuuaaaabbbbnnnn    uuuubbbbuuuugggg    kkkkuuuussssddddwwww'rund xruehpt rsdc ubhv ausev rvuzv hrcsk hrva 
ubhv vcua,c rzuj ubhtu usrnc snuga sug kfu wktrah hektc ekj uk ihtw
vn tupht tkph tk ohrcsv ov ohrunj vfa iuhfu 'k"r lxb ihh ubhhu rund hudf
ifu 'k"r orjc rcsv vzc ohkzkznv ,t xhbfvk dvub vhv o, ubhcr hf t,hta

 c,fwwwwtttthhhhbbbb,,,,wwww    uuuurrrrppppxxxxcccc    wwwwtttthhhhbbbb,,,,wwwwvvvv    kkkkggggcccc    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvubhv vkhp,v gmntc rcsnv vza 
,cak uhkg kyun utyj kg cuak rrug,naf ifku 'vr,v lhrmu 'ohnak vsubn

/uvurh,ha ost hbc wdn aecku gerev kg
tuva iputc 'ohtkpb ohrcs ,ufzk kufh ostv 'trubu ouht tuv iujyc ka jfv
  /tnkgs hkhn kfc ihcu 'vtupr hbhbgc ihcu vxbrp hbhbgc ihc /gcyv lrsn vkgnk

  og oxrupnu gushv vagnv itf eh,gb iujyc ka ijf kg ,uruvku  wwwwrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvv
aaaa""""aaaarrrrvvvvuuuu    rrrryyyybbbbkkkkxxxx    kkkkttttrrrraaaahhhhiufb tuv ot ovhbhc kusd jufhu vhv ,jt ogpa /

'rcs vzf ihta rnt a"arv /wvc jyuca vn dhah htsuc wvc jyucv ostva
'rcx rybkx ktrah wr irnu /wvc jyuca vn kf dhah htsuca rnuk lhha tks
jyuc tuva ',ntv jhfuvk 'vga u,utc rntu /wvc jyuca vn kf dhah htsuca
!uk i,bu cvz ka iuga og sjt xbfb vga u,utcu /cvz iuga dhah htsuca wvc
dhav rybkx ktrah wr irn hrva 'iujycv ,sn ka ijf ksud vzn ibhzj hrv
/iujyc ka ujufc oharsn vnfu vnf ubhmnu !ubujyc h"g "cvz ka iuga"
ovk snug hbtu hnac ujyc tuv v"cev ovk rnt" :(tk y"jua) ohkv, arsnc

/f"g '"ukhmn hbt hnac jyuca hn kfa 'vnku ///
 f"anc ohhxbu    yyyybbbbkkkkxxxxnnnn    kkkkssssbbbbuuuuzzzz    wwwwrrrrlhka, kfv kgu" 'k"zu s"tc ubck ,rdhtc lcvh 

ka ubumr vaug v"ceva iujycv ,kudx uvza 'kkf dts, ktu .une, ktu 'wv kg
ehsm ubht ukhptu ',g kfcu ouen kfc uhfrm kf uk ehpxnu 'oka ckc uc jyucv
/k"fg '"ouenk ohjuka vcrvu '"ubccuxh sxj wvc jyucv" :(h-ck ohkv,) a"nf

!ehsm ubht ot whpt 'oka ckc uc juycv ka ubmur vaug ,"hav hrv

"vnur,c ukfth tk ohtnyv kfu krgv" - Rashi explains that the krg we are referring to who may not eat Terumah is a ivf that didn’t get a ,hrc
vkhn because vkhn ,njn uhjt u,n. Tosfos [krgv v"s] agrees with Rashi, but ohbah ,upxu, & the t"car bring ,"r ,yha that if one didn’t
get a Bris because uhjt u,n, then since it is a vbfx for him, he is not considered an krg. The krg in our Mishnah that may not eat Terumah,
is one that is ,ukrgk snuan (he is either afraid or uninterested in getting a Bris Milah).  [wyh wjn ,urgv .cue]ibjkt wr  explains the ,eukjn:
Rashi & Tosfos hold one who can’t do a milah because uhjt u,n is considered an xbut & assur to eat Terumah. Just like if one didn’t have a
knife available to perform a bris, we wouldn’t say since he’s an xbut he is mutar to eat Terumah, in this situation although he is an xbut &
patur from a bris he is still considered an krg. ,"r holds that the xbut of apb juehp is different than other ohxbut in that it takes away the entire
mitzvah. Just like a baby prior to 8 days old does not have any vkhn ,umn, in a case of Pikuach Nefesh one doesn’t have any mitzvah & if one
doesn’t get a milah because uhjt u,n he is not even considered an krg & may eat Terumah. The lubhj ,jbn [wt ,ut wzh vumn] adds that even
according to ,"r, this is only if there was never a time where he could’ve gotten a milah. If, however, there was a time when he was hutr
vkhnk but didn’t get one, even if now he is in a situation of vbfx, even ,"r would agree to Rashi & Tosfos that he is an krg. Furthermore, the
j"jbn is asjn [wcf ,ut wc vumn] that if one is kn his son before the 8th day, even though he wasn’t vkhn ,umn ohhen, he is not rcug anything
& after day 8 the baby is considered kuvn. This is not considered being kycn a vag ,umn, because before day 8 there is no mitzvah.
However, we would dissuade him from doing this, as he is losing out on fulfilling a vag ,umn. 
    The  [tk wx j"ut]g"ua  paskens: y"uhu ,cac ihkhp, jhbvk ruxt. Since Tefillin is an ,ut between us & Hashem, as is Shabbos, having an extra
,ut would be kzkzn in the ,ut of Shabbos. The d"nx asks that during the week we already have 2 ,u,ut! Our Tefillin & our vkhn ,hrc - why is
that ok? He explains that 2 ,u,ut are ok to have because it’s ohsg hba, but on Shabbos if we wore Tefillin it would be 3 – Tefillin, Bris & Shabbos.
The  iasv ,nur,  [j"e wx c"j] asks, based on this Smag, one who is not kuvn because uhjt u,n should wear Tefillin on Shabbos because he is
lacking the ,ut of bris & will only have 2 - Shabbos & Tefillin, which is ok! He explains that the d"nx only said this "vsdt lrs" so based on that we
would not differentiate vfkvk. The  [tk wx jut];xuh hfrc  & the z"csr [wska ohpkt hba] both deal with this question & give different answers.            

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l (Chochmas Chaim) would say:
     “wvhcah kfk .rtc rurs o,treuw - What is the intent of these words: ‘Proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its
inhabitants’? Who are we talking to? Most people had already gone free many years ago? The Pnei Yehoshua says that
when one purchases a slave, he or she purchases a superiority complex. That complex goes free at the time of Yovel as well.
The gematria of wahtw is the same as wuvgrkw teaching us that a man is not fully a man if he cannot consider his fellow man.”

A Wise Man would say:
    “A true friend is someone who is there for you even when he’d rather be anywhere else.”                   
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (41). Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
Nat-Bar-Nat: Conclusion. We’ve been discussing the rule that
a permitted taste of milk or meat that traveled twice, one time
into a utensil and one time into food, is too weak to combine
with the opposite type it meets later, and it will not become
Basar Becholov. The common example is a parve food cooked
in a clean meat pot, which according to Ashkenazim, cannot be
placed into dairy food. If it was, the mixture is still kosher.
Is a Dairy Utensil Like Dairy Food? The RM”A (1) rules that
it is permitted to put that parve food, cooked in a meat pot, into a
milk utensil. The RM’A does not say whether one is permitted
to initially boil the parve item in the meat pot in order to place it
onto a dairy utensil. He just writes that once it was boiled, it may
be put into the dairy utensil. This is a point of contention and
actually a machlokes between the Pri Megadim (2) and the Pri
Chodosh mentioned there, and in practice we are machmir.
Another example of this is that one should not boil water in a
meat pot for tea or coffee to be served in a milk cup even if he
doesn’t plan on adding milk.

 

      

In an Eino Ben Yomo Pot. Does the above halacha apply to a pot
that is eino ben yomo [sitting cold and clean for 24 hours, without
hot contact in usage or washing]? Even though the GR’A (3) seems
to permit it, the Chochmas Adam (4) a student of the GR’A, writes
[without mentioning another opinion] that we should not boil water
even in an eino ben yomo meat pot, if we plan to use it in a dairy
cup, even if he will not add milk, and this is common practice.
Bitul: Chaticha Na’asis Neveila. The next topic we will discuss,
which seems to come up very often in the kitchen, is the topic of
Bitul [nullification] of meat in milk, or treif in kosher food, both by
liquid as well as dry mixtures. In line with this, we have the
halachic topic known to Yoreh Deah learners as “CHANAN”.
This is a short acronym for “Chaticha Na’asis Neveila”. This
means that if there is a mixture in which nullification does not
occur because of the small volume of permitted food, the whole
mixture [even the permitted food] turns into treif. If that mixture
fall into other permitted food, it will need sixty times the volume
of the entire first mixture to accomplish a bitul. Bezras Hashem,
we will continue this topic next week.



    Parshas Behar begins with the mitzvah of Shmittah. “Ma inyan shmittah aitzel Har Sinai?” I had the privilege of visiting a
shmittah farm recently and both received chizuk and gave chizuk to the farmers and their families, who showed us the dunams
of land laying fallow, stretching for many many miles. Everything was hefker, except their water and electric bills! They still
had to pay without receiving any income from their property. To wake up each morning and see the land resting takes
incredible courage and Emunah. As the farmer’s wife explained, they see the Yad Hashem so closely in their lives. They don’t
just see a land growing wild, but the zechus they have to do something holy! “I see Shabbos every day of the week!”
    In truth, nobody and nothing in this world is simple or mundane. People are complex. Some people are easy to get along
with because they are easygoing and laidback. Some people are exactly the opposite. Every little thing is an issue - they make
“issues out of tissues” - any simple thing becomes complicated. No matter whether you are or married to the easier type, or
involved in the more difficult kind, remember one thing: It is not what’s on the exterior - it is what you choose to see inside. It
is what you choose to bring out from the other person that will make your relationship successful or the opposite. 
    This is this week’s middah of HOD, to be “Ohev shalom, v’rodef shalom,” to love peace. Who doesn’t love peace? We all
love peace. That is not what made Aharon special. You have to PURSUE peace. Sometimes you have to dig deep down into a
person’s soul and bring out the heilege neshama down there. It is one of the hardest things to do but it is in our hands. All
Yidden, no matter what they say, act, how they dress, what words they choose to use, who they associate with - deep down,
they all have a pure, beautiful neshama that is ready to be uncovered and shine! We can do this for ourselves and for others, and
when we do this for others, we are really doing it for ourselves. We are becoming great people who possess the middah of HOD.

   The association of these posukim seems perplexing. What is the connection between idol-worship, Shabbos and Mikdash?
The Seforno gives us some insight to help understand this issue. The previous posukim discuss a person who was sold to a
non-Jew as an eved, a slave. Says the Seforno, even if a Yid is under the thumb of an idol-worshipper, he must not follow their
ways. Many Jews fall prey to this trap during golus, rationalizing; "oukf vz kg vzk ah oukf vkgc varda vatu ucr urfna scg". In
other words, our relationship with Hashem seems to have been terminated, so what’s the use? That, though, is a mistake. 
    Based on this, perhaps we can explain the connection of these posukim. Shabbos is an intimate present to Klal Yisroel from
Hashem, as Chazal tell us: "vna ,cau hzbd ,hcc hk ah vcuy vb,n" - I have a special present in my treasury that I want to give to
you, my children, Klal Yisroel. It is a day to spend quality time with Hashem, free of the myriad worries of the week. Hashem
never took it away; we still have that present, that relationship! The “Husband” just went away for a bit. He didn’t give us a
get, He is not seeking a divorce from us. Additionally, we have many shuls, Batei Knessios U’Medrashos, in lieu of the
Bais HaMikdash. Those are places where we can still find Hashem. Our own homes too, have the potential to reach such
exalted levels. So even though golus can, at times, make us feel like we are floundering through the sea of life alone, we
must realize that our Father is with us - always. That being said, Avoda zarah doesn’t necessarily mean idolatry in its literal
sense. It can refer to one following his base instincts and, albeit temporarily, abandoning his principles and  ruchniyus. 
    Thus, the Torah commands us not to forget about Shabbos, shuls or yeshivos. They will serve to ensure that ‘Ani Hashem’ -
Hashem will always be with you, and will finally reveal Himself with the coming of Moshiach, bimheira biyameinu!                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 hf ,u,bgc rat hsa ,t lk vbe
 /// ,ubek vktdv ypan lk(z-ck whnrh)

 ofk i,b hbt rat .rtv kt utc, hf
wvk ,ca .rtv v,cau /// (c-vf)

ofk unhe, tk vcmnu kxpu okhkt ofk uag, tk
 wv hbt utrh, hasenu urna, h,,ca ,t ///(c't-uf)

 /// uhjt rfnn ,t ktdu uhkt crev uktd tcu u,zjtn rfnu lhjt lunh hf(vf-vf)
     Five times during the Parsha we are told that we should take care of our brother (lhjt) in his time of need. Even when
he must enter into indentured servitude, we still must look after him and make sure that we can redeem him when possible.
Sefer HaChinuch tells us that one of the reasons for the mitzvah of shemita, is that by abandoning our fields and the
livelihood which they produce, we are reminded of the need to care for our fellow human beings. As the land is hefker,
anyone can come and take. Not only is shemita a year of rest from work, but it is a mitzvah that reminds us and gives
strength to the fundamentals of Jewish life. Emunah and bitachon in Hashem, caring for Eretz Yisroel, the Holy Land,
which Hashem gave us, caring for our fellow man and accepting that there is more to our life than material success.
    Vaad L’Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel is an organization founded in the late 1970’s for the purpose of restoring traditional
Jewish life and culture in the countries formerly part of the Soviet Union. Originally, the Vaad conducted clandestine
missions all over the communist empire, which brought about the refusenik movement. Today, with the collapse of the
Soviet Union, the Vaad is committed to the establishment of an infrastructure in many Jewish communities in these
countries, to revive Jewish life by operating schools, kindergartens, kollels, shuls, mikvaos, provide kosher food, senior
citizen centers, recreational centers and summer camps. To this end, the Vaad also conducts a series of seminars and
lectures on Jewish topics, delivered by international educators. One of those educators, R’ Yechiel Michel Chill shlit’a,
the long-time 11th-grade Rebbi in Breuers (Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch High School for Boys), was sent by the Vaad
L’Hatzolas Nidchei Yisroel to the Former Soviet Union (FSU) on numerous occasions, to serve as their emissary. 
    One one of his trips to Moscow, Rabbi Chill met a Russian student named Moshe and spent many hours talking to him
about the basics of Judaism. As they parted warmly, Rabbi Chill told Moshe to call him if he was ever in the States. 
    About six months later, Rabbi Chill received a call from Moshe, who told him that he had been granted an exit visa and
was now an exchange student at Cornell University in upstate Ithaca, N.Y. Moshe sadly related how his Tefillin had been
confiscated by a vindictive border guard as he left the FSU, and additionally, he was without any kosher food in Ithaca and
had no clue where to find some. R’ Yechiel Michel called his friend Rabbi Tzvi Goodman and together they purchased a
new set of Tefillin for Moshe, a Russian-language siddur and other pertinent reading material, and loaded up a car with
enough kosher food for a month, before embarking on the four-hour drive to Ithaca. After two hours of seeing what they
could do to help orient Moshe, the two men traveled back to Monsey, where Rabbi Chill lived, arriving late at night. 
    The next morning, R’ Yechiel Michel told his students in Breuers about his exhausting trip to Ithaca the previous day, in
the hope that his story might one day serve as an example to his students as to how far one should go to help a fellow Jew. 
     A year later, a student by the name of Jeremy Strauss, who had been in Rabbi Chill’s class the preceding year, rushed
into the classroom on a Sunday morning and told him the following incredible anecdote. The Strauss family lives in
Engelwood and on Shabbos, he and his father had noticed an unfamiliar young man sitting in the back. They invited him
home for the Shabbos meal. At the meal, he told them he was a recent baal teshuva, beginning his journey towards
religious observance just a few weeks ago. When they asked him what had triggered his sudden interest in Yiddishkeit, he
explained that he was a student at Cornell University and at the end of the previous spring semester, he had been given a
newly arrived Russian roommate for two nights. The new roommate, named Moshe, had seemed totally lost and out of place. 
     “Suddenly,” said the baal teshuva, “two important looking rabbis showed up loaded with food and books for Moshe. I
kept thinking all night that I had never seen anything like this. I must find out more about a religion that creates such love
for a fellow Jew. I began looking into what Judaism is all about and that’s where my road to being observant began!”            
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 /// uc ,ezjvu lng ush vynu lhjt lunh hfu(vk-vf)
llllyyyynnnn: There was once a great king who ruled over many
lands. As the king was getting older, he realized that his son,
the heir to his throne, was ignorant in the laws of the land. He
felt it was necessary to hire a wise sage to teach the lad. A
few months went by, and one day, the sage announced that
he had finished teaching the prince. The king tested his son
and was very pleased with the results. He called in the wise
sage to his palace to thank and pay him, and added many
gifts. Grateful, the wise sage thanked the king, but before he
left, he said he had one more vital lesson to teach the price.
    The next day when the prince arrived at the home of the
sage, he was greeted by a vicious man who, at the direction
of the sage, tied him up and beat him mercilessly. When the
king heard about what had happened, he was furious and
warned the sage to either provide a satisfactory explanation

for his actions, or he will be hung for crimes against the king!
   “Your majesty,” began the sage, “the prince will one day
ascend your throne and be in a position to punish those who
disobey him. However, no matter how smart he may be, he
cannot properly punish a subject without understanding the
pain that person may endure. This is the final lesson he was
needed to be taught!” Amazed by his deep and profound
understanding, the king doubled his gifts and sent him home.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The posuk says: "uc ,ezjvu lng ush vynu lhjt lunh hfu" –
“If your brother becomes impoverished, and his means
falter in your proximity, you shall strengthen him.” The
Ben Ish Chai points out that the posuk seems to imply that
the latter will falter in your proximity. The Torah is
teaching us that the more “fortunate” must understand and
recognize his “unfortunate” fellow Jew. By sharing in his
suffering and being in his “proximity,” he will better be able
to assist him and help him get back on his feet.

  In this week’s Haftorah, Yirmiyahu HaNavi echoes the
sentiment mentioned in the Parsha of how it is crucial for a
Jew to try to keep the land of Eretz Yisroel in Jewish hands,
and to make every effort to redeem land once owned by a
relative. What is perplexing is the fact that this directive came
as the Churban was in full motion, so why indeed was it so
pertinent for Yirmiyahu to redeem land when it was almost
guaranteed to be lost soon thereafter to the invaders?
   R’ Avraham HaKohen Pam zt”l (Chazon Avraham)
explains that Hashem’s directive and Yirmiyahu’s actions
bespoke an unbelievable attitude that lies at the core of
Jewish life. The Jewish people are from the most despised
and detested Nations and all throughout world history, the

the Jews have always borne the brunt of civilization’s woes.
We have been enslaved, beaten, forcibly converted, and even
murdered, purely for the “crime” of being Jewish, however as
we rise from the ashes of history and rebuild ourselves time
and again, we are a testament to the fact that despite what the
naysayers say, we, the Jewish people, are the Chosen Nation
and will endure forever. This strength and resilience in the
face of impossible odds is what makes us special.
     Given his directive for Klal Yisroel, Yirmiyahu was tasked
with showing the Nation that even when the odds are stacked
against us, we must still forge on and continue following the
Torah - even redeeming property and land when an invading
army is on the cusp of eradicating everything.
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