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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

"DYMYN 924 1M - Selected Halachos of Shemita (3)
Making a Pruzbul: Through a Messenger. If one cannot get
three men together to act as a Beis Din, and cannot go to shul,
most Poskim (1) hold that he can appoint another person to be his
proxy. He tells the messenger: “I appoint you to give over my
debts [meaning money owed to me] to a Beis Din.” The
messenger then tells the Beis Din: “1 have been appointed by
Ploni ben Ploni to give over his debts to Beis Din in order that
he should be able to collect them when he wants.” The Beis Din
will write the regular Pruzbul but they will change the text a
little to indicate that a messenger came and not the creditor
himself. The Shvus Yitzchak ) quotes from Rav Elyashiv z”’
that he can even appoint a messenger over the phone.

Making a Pruzbul: Women. Women are obligated in all the
mitzvos of Shemitah just like men. Therefore, a lady who is
owed money should also make a Pruzbul with three men. A
married lady who shares all assets with her husband does not
need her own Pruzbul and can rely on the one her husband
makes. If there are any accounts, independent business money,
or other funds that the husband does not have rights to, she
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needs her own Pruzbul. However, she can make her husband a
messenger to give over her debts to Beis Din. When he makes his
declaration to Beis Din he says, “All debts owed to me and my
wife,” and Beis Din indicates this in the text of the Pruzbul. A girl
who is supported by her father [whose earnings technically
belong to her father] can rely on the Pruzbul that her father
makes. If she is financially independent and possibly owed
money, she should make her own. It is a good idea for shuls who
might have such attendees, to organize a way that they can call a
shul person to be their messenger to do a separate Pruzbul for each
of these people, without them having to come themselves.

Making a Pruzbul: Companies. Companies should authorize
one person to act on behalf of the company and make a Pruzbul.
Holding on to the Pruzbul. The creditor who is owed the
money should hold on to the Pruzbul and put it with his papers.
Some hold @) that if the Pruzbul was torn [or possibly lost] before
the year is over, it will not be valid. Even though others argue on
this, it is best to make sure to keep it around till the year is over.
Some congregations have a custom to just give over their debts
verbally gand not to write a document at all @).
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"Nrrh Nmisna NePN 1552 v’ - We see from our Gemara that it is ok 1o make a nan at night. Regarding performing pwnmp at night, there is
a discussion amongst Poskim. X"y [Ny '© 0'y1nn n"w] brings that the y"w paskens "n>»9a nonnas pein pN'. He quotes the o'xy 0w
that concludes a N2 vais not a valid vy, but he is uncertain if this applies to yvryp as well. Maybe since we are wipn — nmvm nsn they
should have the same y7. X'y~ explains his pav s that since va itself is not learnt from a pasuk, but rather it's a svara because a v is n>nn
17 (she will now collect her kesubah) & we don't start a y7 at night, and this reason doesn’t apply to kedushin. xopon5 he paskens that we
make kiddushin at night. v"y. The ynvwin vy [, y'nN] brings that we are nonnao orax v wipn & this is the minhag of all myma.

The y"w ['n "o ©»7 '] paskens "pT nnna n>5a py7 PN, We may not start a nmn 7 at night. The y"mo brings that we also pasken
that a Ny in one eye may be a judge because he still can see. One who is blind in both eyes, is not w5 9w because for him it's always
n>Y even by day. If so, says the "o the opposite should hold true too. If daytime is considered N5 for a xmo, because he can't see, then
night should be considered day if we could see. So, if we light candles at night & make it light, it should be considered o & it should be 12 .

The n5Yha oomsn oryw [np "o, 1'N NP 0Y] brings the Gemara [-1p 9] where pny ™ ate cheese & then ate meat, but didn't
wash his hands in between to ensure there was no cheese residue on his hands. He explained himself by saying this halacha only applies at
night, but by day | can see if there is anything on my hands so | don't need to wash them. The X"av»4 [ow] says that in a place where there
are many lit candles, like by a Chupah, it would have the same halacha as if it were day. On this he says (90X D909 ), those that make
Y by night are 7o on this X"av» & above v that since there are lit candles & it's light, it is considered day. This might be the
for why candles are lit at a chupah. If so, they would have to remain lit through out the chupah.

The y"w 1 'N5p N says that yanm is not said ynnn 722, The 2"win explains that this applies only from after the chupah, not before.
He brings a yopn v that holds that it is omitted starting from o nw of that morning. 29 ™9 In w0 Town [pxw» pon] brings the
halacha that a ynan ova ynn does not say yunn & the entire Mm>x davening with him also doesn't say it. R’ Elyashiv adds that this is only
true if the nown will be that day before nypw. If the nown will take place after nwpw, then yunn is said that day because that day is not
considered ynan ov. If, however they are davening Mincha in the wedding hall, even if the chupah will be later after shekia, yonn is not said

"o " A" . " ) :
as that is already considered the "o»nn 1", ﬂ]mm}& m ym Nﬂﬁ ®) :?;Df:r; .‘.f,’:, ;?:) " ;; LOEENE )
R’ Gedaliah Schorr z¢”’l (Ohr Gedalyahu) would say:
“nTwn Ny 0T8N ' - Unlike vegetation that needs to be rejuvenated yearly, trees learn to sustain themselves. Man too,
needs to work on himself so that his strengths reinvigorate him. He should not need to constantly plow to find his own
strengths. He should know where they are, work on them and bring forth beautiful fruit - not let them go to waste.”
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Before going out to a Milchemes Rishus, an elective war, the Kohanim and officers asked the troops, “Has anyone just
built a new home for his family? Has anyone just planted a vineyard? Has anyone just married but not yet consummated the
marriage? If yes, return to your homes. You are not to go to war!” Lastly, “Is there anyone who is fearful of going to battle?
Are you afraid that you have sinned and will not be protected? If so, return home!” The Torah takes into account that a person
who goes out to war may be killed or taken hostage by the enemy. And although the halacha states clearly: “Other than
redeeming or rescuing captives and hostages, providing relief for starving and destitute people is of the highest priority”
(Yoreh Deah 251), for a soldier not to be afraid would rightfully make us question his suitability for battle. The Torah wanted
us to look at the fear inside and decide whether or not we have a reason to remain afraid.

Chacham R’ Ovadia Yosef z¢”I wrote a long responsa (YO C”M 6) about Operation Entebbe in Uganda caused by the
flight from Tel Aviv to Paris in 1976 that was hijacked diverting it to Entebbe, Uganda. Would the government have been
allowed to release the forty Palestinian terrorists demanded in return for the lives of the Jewish passengers? This may be
problematic because if there would be this exchange then it may lead to another kidnapping so that they can free even more
terrorists. Another concern was that almost certainly the terrorists that would be released would attempt to kill more Jews.
After a lengthy discussion Chacham Ovadia concluded that Gedolei Torah were discussing this from a halachic standpoint
when suddenly the Prime Minister, Yitzchak Rabin, came to them to inform them that the Israeli army was successful in
killing the hijackers and their cohorts in Uganda and releasing the Jewish hostages who were now on their way to Israel.

An Israeli soldier involved in Operation Entebbe related to a high school class that Havdala was recited on the Entebbe
airfield’s runway. He made the beracha of Meorei Ha’aish on the burning wreckage of the destroyed Ugandan air force!

Another hijacking that targeted Jews took place in 1970. On September 6, 1970, the Rosh Yeshivah of Mesivta Chaim
Berlin, R’ Yitzchok Hutner z¢£”’1, his daughter, and son-in-law R’ Yonasan David shlita, were on a flight from Eretz Yisroel
to New York that was hijacked by Palestinian terrorists. The terrorists freed the non-Jewish passengers and held the Jewish
passengers hostage. R’ Hutner was held alone in an isolated location while Jews around the world prayed for his safe release.

While the remaining passengers were being held, the hijackers realized that R’ Hutner was a prominent leader in the Jewish
world. Although they generally treated him with respect, they did confiscate a bag in which he kept his precious writings of
chiddushei Torah that he had accumulated over his lifetime, and they did not return it upon his release. His close followers went
to great lengths to retrieve the chiddushim, offering financial rewards for their return. Even though there were several instances
when the intermediaries thought they might be successful, nothing materialized and the writings remain lost to this day.

In the United States, there was talk about raising money to ransom R’ Hutner, but R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky z#” ruled
against the move. Although there is a halachic basis for paying an exorbitant sum to save a great Torah leader, R’ Yaakov
ruled that this applies only during peacetime, and Israel’s ongoing struggle with terrorism constitutes war.

There were young children traveling alone on this flight. Ten-year-old Yosef Trachtman and eight-year-old Tziporah
Moran. As soon as passengers realized the plane was being hijacked, R’ Hutner’s two students on the flight, R> Yaakov
Drillman and R” Meir Fund, moved from their own seats to sit next to the two unaccompanied children. Eight-year-old
Tziporah was carrying documents from both the United States and Israel. R” Drillman knew that signs of Israeli citizenship
would put the girl in danger. He therefore ripped her Israeli documents into tiny shreds and swallowed them.

When Chacham Yosef Harari-Raful shlita, Rosh Yeshivah of Ateret Torah, was given a cup of water on Erev Shabbos, on

this hijacked flight, he dipped his shirt into it to cleanse his clothing, in order to do something I’kavod Shabbos! ®abbi Yehoshua Aty
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Although last week, the Haftorah of the "NnpnYT nyav”
which begins with the words "N "y" was not read due to
Rosh Chodesh falling out on Shabbos, the Mishnah
Berurah (425:7) rules that we don’t skip any Haftorah of
the "NrnYT NYaw" and we read both the Haftorah of "npy »"
as well as that of last week (n o my). The Haftorah of »"
"npy is also read on Parshas Noach, and in it, Yeshaya
HaNavi declares: “Shout, O’ barren one, you who bore no
child. Shout aloud for joy, you who did not travail.” Such a
statement seems rather strange since it is more likely that a
barren woman would feel sadness as opposed to joy.

R’ Avraham Saba z£”’l (Tzror HaMaor) explains that
Leah Imeinu’s first four sons correspond to the four exiles the

Jewish people experienced, and after her fourth son, Yehuda,
was born, Leah praised and thanked Hashem for she saw with
divine inspiration that the fourth exile would be the last one.
The Torah tells us that she “stopped giving birth” and she
was happy about it. The Tzror HaMaor explains that the
words of Yeshaya HaNavi reference Leah’s reaction to the

realization that she had stopped giving birth. He explains that e
¥ | others is, “Hevu Mesunim Badin.” Be deliberate in judgment. Deliberate means to take things slowly. Don’t jump to conclusions.
*] Don’t decide the future of a potential friendship on the basis of one encounter. Give people a chance to prove to you how special
w "‘,\,{ they are. Why are we so quick to judge? We are placed in this world by the mercy of Hashem to see the greatness of His Creations.

Leah was happy because she understood that she had halted
birthing new exiles for the future generations.

While not having children is from the most painful things in
a woman’s life, Leah Imeinu taught that there may sometimes
be a silver lining in that maybe Hashem withheld that privilege
for a specific reason beyond which we may understand.
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As Klal Yisroel embarks on its way to wage a war, the Kohen steps forward, and proclaims the above and subsequent

"C, posukim. These posukim clarify who is and who is not qualified to fight in the army. The opening words of the Kohen are

Shema Yisroel. Rashi quotes from Chazal that even if Bnei Yisroel have the sole merit of Shema, we are still worthy of being

A% saved. R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spector 7’ explains that what we say in davening: "IN YW DINNN.INIW W' - we are

worthy of protection in the merit of saying Shema Yisroel. It would appear that there is a meritorious connotation in the words

=% "oxw yow” alone, even without 1NN WPHN M. We say afterwards "TNN 1 wpOR 0 Tow 01", What is that?

I heard from a Rebbi of mine, in the name of his father R’ Dovid Affen shlita, who quoted from the Sefer HaChareidim a

"C}‘T“' new pshat in Shema Yisroel. Typically we’re used to translating Shema Yisroel as “Hear O Israel.” The Chareidim explains in
depth and at length that here the word Shema means gather together, unite as one, based on the posuk "Dyn NN WY ypv'. In

order to accept upon ourselves the proper Kabolas Ol Malchus Shamayim, we must do so only through unity, forming a

"C, unified nation. That, in and of itself, is worthy of protection. Hence, "Jx¢ yn¢ DImnm..INIW W,

Based on this we may add a insightful machshava. Perhaps this is what the Kohen is proclaiming. Shema Yisroel - even if

X %] you only possess the merit of being a unified nation, that itself will enable you to successfully battle your adversaries, as one

unit. As Elul commences, and we begin our preparations for Rosh Hashana, the coronation of our King, we must strive to do

AEH] so as a cohesive nation with great achdus and unity and without any discord. As our Rabbeim taught us: "Dy N2 o0 PN

With this in mind, we should all be zoche to an inspiring, uplifting Elul together as one.
NRIT QTN j]‘“l_]@l'?/ I‘Z/@JJ@ the Rov is an acclaimed halachic authority, his words are
(=) 70 BN WA SIS DA BOR .. 72 Nu NS damaging my reputation and hurting my business,” the man

"G Yom: People in the ancient world believed that the forces of
| nature had their own mystical powers and by placating them

they would be able to bring about healing and serenity.

] Practitioners would use these methods to heal people and

even today, such practices are performed in some oriental

(t countries, especially in the deep remote areas of India.

Over the last century, this idea of using “energy healing”

| to treat ailments the same way it is performed by these
g%_| Orientals, has crept into the western world and medicine.
6’| However, from a Torah perspective, R’ Yisroel Belsky z¢1
¥%.| was known to be very critical of these foreign ideas. He

frequently spoke out against them, exposing some of the

=¥m| serious prohibitions these practices could entail.

One day someone who practiced a certain “energy healing”

claimed. “Wouldn’t you be happy if I would cure [a certain
relative] if she would have a certain condition?”” he asked.

R’ Belsky was adamant. “I’d rather she has a condition

than be filled up with your kishuf (magic). If the Torah says it
is prohibited, then it doesn’t make a difference how amazing
the results of your forbidden practices may be!”
Ywny: The Gemara (Bava Metzia 59b) relates an amazing
account of how Rav Eliezer tried proving his argument by
saying that if he was correct, the forces of nature should prove
it, and they miraculously did! However, the other rabbis
disagreed with him and subsequently he lost the debate.

The Vilna Gaon z¢”I explains that this is the only way to
ensure that the Torah will never cease to exist. No matter
how impressive, we must never be influenced by any
phenomenal phenomena that aren’t aligned with the Torah.

"C, known as kinesiology, came to him with complaints. “Since
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Shoftim V’Shotrim Titein LECHA Bechol She’arecha, the Torah is teaching us a fundamental principle in human

| relationships. The way to judge others is the way you judge yourself. The same way we are so understanding and forgiving
.| when we do something wrong, this is the way we should act when others do something that we think is wrong. It is human
5 | nature to judge others. As soon as we see someone new, our brain automatically goes into judgment mode. Is this person my
"C, type? Do they fit in? Does their behavior, dress and appearance fit in with what I think is normal? And if they pass the first test

and we actually go over and speak to them, we then judge their speech. Do they speak nicely? Too loud, too quiet? Do they say

3 ;‘T:} anything that is not appropriate? We are constantly in judgment mode. Are they frummer than me? Are they modern? A

million questions go through our minds. And if they do or say something that we don’t like, or they just remind me of someone

=) I don’t particularly care for - well, then we can easily write them off and decide that this is not my type, and the judgment is
w¥_| passed, the verdict is decided and this person is signed and sealed in my book of life or death, in the blink of an eye.

This is why the very first piece of advice that we are taught in Pirkei Avos , the mishnayos that teach us how to interact with

Maybe this is why we read Parshas Re’eh right before Shoftim. First we must SEE the good in others; only then can we become

% %] shoftim, judges. When you love someone, you want to see only good in them. You want others to see only good in them, This is

the way to judge people favorably. If we would see everyone as a brother or a sister, it would not be hard to judge favorably.




