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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrusin the Kitchen (68). Tevilas Keilim: Mishloach Manos
Are Mishloach Manos utensils obligated in tevilah? On Purim
many people like to send Mishloach Manos in jars, trays and
dishes, rather than disposable pans. If these containers are metal
or glass [or glazed china according to the minhag that we foivel
them], can the sender put food in them as is and send them, or
does he have to toivel them first? Putting them into a paper
napkin inside the utensil so that the food doesn’t touch the
utensil, is not a solution to exempt from immersing (1).

Halachic Questions. There are number of questions a Posek
debates regarding details of this case. 1) Are utensils that are
presently by a seller or giver of presents, considered as klei seuda
- meal time utensils, to require zevila? 2) If they do not yet need
tevila, will tevila done at that time be valid? 3) At what point do
the utensils given to the recipient definitely become klei seuda
to obligate them in fevila? Do we say that the user can use it and
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transfers ownership - to the recipients, does that definitely make
them klei seuda or do we have to be worried that the receiver
himself might not use it and pass it on to another person?
Procedure. Because of all these questions, some Poskim suggest
to send in disposables or plastic ). If one wants to send in a
“better’” container, he should use glazed china or glass [not metal]
which are Rabbinic obligations and can more easily rely on the
lenient views in the above mentioned questions [and use breira
in being mezaka for many]. Then he can go one of two ways:

1) Not zoivel them and rely on the opinions that they are not yet
obligated in tevila. He should attach a note to the utensil stating
that the utensil was not yet immersed. 2) If he wants to go to the
trouble of foiveling them [and probably be doing according to
more opinions] he should put the utensils in a bag and ask a non
family member to pick up the bag to take ownership on behalf of
all the recipients and then foivel them. If one wants to suspect that

even eat from it this first time or maybe it becomes klei seuda as  the recipient might pass it on, he should not make a beracha. He
soon as he starts to eat from it? 4) If the giver is mezakeh - _should attach a note stating that the utensil was foiveled.

D PV = MOV TD 23TV = TIP3
"33 PN TR BN - WP v says a father may be v Yapnon behalf of his (YOP) SON MY YPINT YT, There seems to be a nonn if
TN menis a avn for the yop but axn Yy to be responsible to make sure it gets done since the o is too young, or is Twn mxn primarily a
ayn on the father. maon asks [:0> N>w] since NP0 MNP is @ P77 avn and a Yo is a P77 avn [Twn] why can't a yop be dxn a
71 with the i they are both 12777 "'own answers that the avn of non for a Symais 297 and the avn for a Yo is a double 297, 1)
TIPN XN DWN 2) N9 NP MXA - and "PITT TN P9 277N NN X" But in a case [ m>71a] where a Yo has a avn of vnnna
because of Twn which is 1 277, he would be able to be »xw a 513 that only ate a a7 mww because then it would be 1 397 being
3 1 9277. The "9 [ow] brings the 1219 who says a yop can't be »xm a v because Twnis not his avn, but his father's and he is
therefore not considered a xa»n 22 and may not be aox anybody. We see that the Y217 holds there isn't a 1277 avn of Twn on the Yop.

The p'na 19 mx 7o) brings the mxes ¥ that says a 7o ¥ Yo is 1 Sy y . The n'nan asks what's the wymn, why shouldn't
there be a y7 of chinuch like all other mitzvos? He quotes from a "1nix oon” that since the purpose of Twnis to train the yop for when he is a
57Ty, maybe this is only for mavn mxn, like poramn and mxx? But who says he will ever have to be ywi for a mna? Therefore, he says, the
wirnis that there still is a mxn of ivn. The n"na, however, says this explanation is "mn7" because we see in our case that a father may
be m ) 93 on behalf of his son because of chinuch, even though his son may never be a nazir when he gets older! So too, he should be
vy on a ma for chinuch purposes even though it may never be needed, so what is the wyn of the ey ¥'17? w»y.

The N"m9 ['2 >0 "> n"N] brings that when one’s son becomes a 971 he makes the beracha of vaw 72", The 7912 Mmwn explains
that until now the father is yan nvonwa way, because he wasn’t 7ann him properly, but once he becomes a 51, the avn is now on the son to
be 7y himself to do ‘1 ;0. [x] HYN Y10 YN says "Hixn NN iR » Nwp” - he explains that the iy of chinuch is to prevent
mn from being a burden on a person. If one was free from performing mitzvos as a minor and the instant he became a gadol would be
immediately 2»mma in all mitzvos, it would be a big burden on him. Therefore, 5 instituted the chiyuv of chinuch (177 59 Sy “wb an) to
make him mxna 931 and ease his transition. If so, o7 and ) that are not a chiyuv to do, how can we say v nx »10 axn? It's
possible to live one’s entire life and not be a nazir, so why does he need this mitzvah of chinuch? He bleibs with a »"yx. He also brings the
N¥2PN NVW who answers this myv nHap is to teach the child the iy of mw»a which is relevant to when he will be a 917, W'D YV o0
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R’ Yitzchok Dov Koppelman z¢#”’l (Nitzotzei Ohr) would say:

AN NI TN NIV M IR 19NY - Daas Zekainim notes that a Talmid Chacham is like the Aron and must be pure
inside and out. Where does one begin — on the inside or on the outside (the clothes of a Talmid Chacham)? The Torah tells
us first inside then outside. First, one begins with the internal strivings of being a Talmid Chacham. Thereafter, one can
grow to the outside of the Talmid Chacham’s appearance. If one begins the other way around, he appears to be a faker.”

A Wise Man would say: “How vain it is to sit down to write when you have not stood up to live.”
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R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlita told over the following remarkable story. One night, the phone rang in his home. One of
the foremost pillars of Torah in our generation was on the line, a man who donates vast sums to mosdos HaTorah. He said he
urgently needed to speak to the Rav. Although he wasn’t feeling well, he agreed. This is how the conversation went.
The night before, he’d been to the Rav’s father-in-law, R> Shalom Yosef Elyashiv z£”’l, and introduced himself as one
who donates generously to yeshivos. Then he asked for a beracha that his descendants should all become bnei Torah.

“R’ Elyashiv gave me this beracha with great joy,” the man reported, “but then I asked that he add a beracha for them to
have a strong desire to learn Torah. He wagged his finger, indicating that he was not going to give that beracha.”

“That is not up to me,” said the great Posek Hador. “If you want children who have a strong desire to learn Torah, then it is
clearly up to you, not me.” The philanthropist was deeply disappointed and upset with this remark, and wanted R’ Zilberstein
to explain the incident. Why did R’ Elyashiv refuse to give him this beracha?

R’ Zilberstein tried to comfort him. He told him that it was clear that R’ Elyashiv had nothing against him. He was just
expressing the Torah’s view that only a father can instill love of Talmud Torah into his children. He further told him that if his
children saw him snatch every possible moment for Limud haTorah, and he did it with a ratzon, a free will, and not like one

who was being forced into it by some invisible demon, they will learn that Torah is the most important thing. “They will see |}

that you learn Torah with more drive than you do anything else, and they will want to do as you do.”

So that he could understand what it means to have a strong desire to learn Torah, the Rav told him about something that
happened years before, just before an important, official state event - a spectacle that everyone went to watch, even many
yeshivah bachurim couldn’t resist. One of the best bachurim in the Slabodka Yeshivah told him, “Davka now, when so many
people are not in the beis medrash learning, let’s get a taste of true Torah. Let’s go to Ponevezh and listen to a shiur given by
R’ Shmuel Rozovsky z£’l.” R” Shmuel Rozovsky was one of those who personified a drive for Talmud Torah. Bachurim left
his shiurim oozing joy and spiritual satisfaction. Where did R’ Shmuel get that incredible drive and love of Torah?

It was common knowledge years ago, that R* Shmuel’s father, R’ Michel Dovid Rozovsky z¢’l, did everything possible
so that his son would become a talmid chacham. He paid one of the best bachurim in the yeshivah to learn with his son. This
bachur was brilliant. At eighteen, he served on R” Chaim Ozer’s beis din in Vilna. The bachur’s name was Yisroel Gustman,
who went on to become one of the greatest educators and Roshei Yeshivah of the previous generation. One could see on his
face just how pleasurable he considered learning Torah.

After a few days of learning with young Shmuel Rozovsky, R’ Yisroel Gustman z#”’/ told his father that he did not wish
to accept money for learning with his son anymore. R’ Michel Dovid’s pleas made no impression on him.

“I did not say that I was not going to continue learning with him,” R’ Gustman said. “It’s just that I was taking money on
false pretenses. When I accepted money, it was because I thought it was going to be an effort, a job for me to learn with a
young boy. But this is no job! I could never take money for learning with such a delightful chavrusa!”

One evening, R’ Michel Dovid saw them learning together with such pleasure that he joined with them. He didn’t stand on
his own honor - he sat down to learn with his son and the yeshivah bachur. What did R* Shmuel learn from that? That an intense
desire to learn Torah removes all thought of self, so that his father could sit down to learn with his child and a young man.

“That’s what R’ Elyashiv was telling you,” explained R’ Zilberstein to the philanthropist. “If you show your children that

you have an intense desire to learn Torah, and you set a personal example of doing so, believe me, they will imitate you. They |

will also have a strong desire to learn Torah. A beracha isn’t what’s needed here.” (Adapted from “A Treas

of Stories for Rabbis & Teachers™
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Moshe Rabbeinu set the precedent for how the “House of
Hashem” was meant to be constructed. In fact, much effort
was expended during the process of building the Mishkan
just in order to beautify it. And while it was important for
Hashem’s “home” to be beautiful and grand, Chazal tell us
that Shlomo HaMelech designed the Bais Hamikdash to be
even more exquisite by utilizing the services of the gentile
King Chiram of Tzur, who maintained the highest quality of
wood at the time. But just as the Mishkan needed to be built
"ne’" - purely for the sake of heaven, the Bais Hamikdash
also needed to be built "nnvd” as well. So, how was Shlomo
HaMelech allowed to employ the services of a gentile?

Chacham Ovadiah Yosef zt”l (Yechaveh Daas 6:41)

explains that the Maharik compares the building of a sukkah
to that of building the Mishkan, and subsequently, the Bais

Hamikdash. He explains that while it is preferable for all the |

work to be done by faithful Jews, if a gentile was hired by a
Jew to build a sukkah, some would say that no extra melacha
is needed - even the preferable fixing of the schach - since the
halacha is that “hired work is considered like work of the
employer” (Machane Ephraim, Hilchos Shluchim 11).
Therefore, although it would have been better to have only

Jews building the Bais Hamikdash fully, since King Chiram |-

was the best artisan for the job, by hiring him, it was as
though he was an extension of Shlomo HaMelech, and the
work was thus considered done "nnwb".

TESEREIEIITE T mmEramasman 3001 N3WnD
The Cheruvim depicted a human child-like figure, and yet it had wings. What is the significance of these wings?

Only as a possibility, we may say that the concept being conveyed is that although you are only human, if you try, you can

soar way beyond your normal capabilities! If one puts in the effort, he has the ability to reach the height of actual angels! More

AEH 5o, although we are only mortals, a Yid can act as an angel. Throughout the generations, so many Yidden demonstrated mesiras

nefesh to the level of malachim. In the fields of kashrus, tzniyus, limud haTorah, giving of themselves for others etc. mi

EM kamcho Yisroel! The Cheruvim represent this possibility that every Yid contains within him.

But why did the Cheruvim have the appearance of a child? What is the significance of a child as opposed to an adult? The

© *| Vilna Gaon z¢”I quotes a Gemara in Bava Kama (92b). The Gemara there looks to find the source of the rabbinic maxim
0] PTITO MOWWRT NNV I2T ION PN T PUDINOMINT NNDD NN N - “When we were small (young) we were big, now that we
5| are big (old), we are small.” He explains based on a Medrash as follows. A chick is helpless and needs its mother chicken to
"C, tend to its needs. So too, when young children grow, they feel in control and shun their parents’ assistance. Similarly, when

Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim they were still fearful of Pharaoh and craved Hashem’s protection. Soon after, they felt secure

X %] enough on their own, which led to the dor hamidbar’s retribution. Thus, a child’s vulnerability is the kiyum of our eternal

relationship with the shechinah. Hence, the Cheruvim mirror a child, that teaches us this lesson.
Additionally, a young person is more inclined to have aspirations, as they are infused with idealism and youthful vigor. The

& | Torah is teaching us to always have goals and to strive to reach them, even as we age.

May we be zoche b’ezras Hashem to the tachlis of the Mishkan - "o51m2 >nowy’ with the »vown ™1 3, X2,
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»“ Yom: A delegation of meshulachim arrived in the city of

Volozhin to collect money for a Yeshivah in a distant city.

%] They knocked on door after door, but to their dismay, most

people contributed only very paltry sums of money.

(t, Someone explained to them that people were likely annoyed

that they had come to Volozhin to collect funds for a distant

| Yeshivah when Volozhin had its own Yeshivah to support.

When R’ Chaim Brisker z¢’l, Rosh Yeshivah in Volozhin

”-“ at the time, heard that the meshulachim were deeply
¥%| disappointed that they’d have to return home without the

funds they’d hoped to collect, he asked them to wait a little

»fﬂ and then quickly called a meeting of the city’s important

dignitaries. There he related the following story:
There was once a wealthy man who had business affairs in

many countries. Since he couldn’t be everywhere at once, he
appointed a different manager to each branch of his business.
Each manager strove to make sure that his branch of
the business performed well. In truth however, none really
cared about the company, they just wanted to please the boss.
Eventually, the wealthy man brought his son into the
business. The son traveled throughout his father’s business
affairs to oversee the entire business; and business boomed!
Because the son cared about his father’s business as a whole.
R’ Chaim explained, “We are Hashem’s children. We have
to worry about His whole business, not just our own branch!”
Yems: The Menorah in the Mishkan was not made of a
combination of parts screwed or welded together; rather, it
was a single slab hammered into shape. When we read about
the Menorah, we should remember, this serves as a symbol of
unity in Klal Yisroel, even today!
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Adar is the month of joy, with the climax on the 15" day of the month being Purim. How do we enter this month and feel a

& | surge of happiness? Doesn’t a person have to work on being happy? It doesn’t just come naturally. Well, the answer is that of
. | course, lasting happiness takes work. It takes time, effort and preparation. And this is why the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh

5 | Adar is always Shabbos Shekalim. The greatest way to be happy is by giving. Contrary to popular belief, since the world out
"C, there tells us that the way to be happy is by indulging yourself in all of your desires, we know that this is the furthest thing from

the truth. In fact, the Torah teaches us that the way to find fulfillment and joy is by thinking about others and giving to them.
People who are focused on themselves are usually thinking about what they are missing. They are preoccupied with what

s ‘ they need and what is not good about their lives. But when a person thinks about others, he is usually thinking about what the
AE%] other person needs and how he can help them. This fills a person with satisfaction and simcha. There are those who claim that

they are not in a position to give. They don’t have money, they don’t have time. This is absolutely not true. The prerequisite to

| rt, giving is ratzon, the desire to help another. Everyone has what to give, no matter how little you have. Rabbi Akiva and Rachel
g | were so poor that they had nothing but straw on which they slept, yet when someone came asking for a little straw for his wife
*| who just gave birth, they were thrilled to give away some of their straw, the only thing they had, in order to help a fellow yid.

Perhaps this is why we give a machatzis hashekel. Everyone has to see themselves as a half. But everyone also has to see

_,‘V | themselves as being able to give half of whatever they have to someone else. If you have even a little, you can always cut it in half
{51 and give to someone else. This is the way we emulate Hashem. This is the way we become happy people, and with this mindset

we enter into the month of ADAR and hold onto the power and joy of giving to others so that it will light up our entire lives.




