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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrusin the Kitchen. The Jewish Kitchen (94)
Yayin Mevushal: Cooked Wine. The Gemara ) states that wine
which was cooked and then touched by a gentile is permitted for a
Jew to drink. However, if it was first touched or owned by a
gentile, the issur cannot be removed by cooking it. The fact is that
once wine is cooked, idol-worshipers would not use it for pouring
in the service of their idols. The Rosh @ asks why were the
Rabbanan lenient by cooked wine if the main reason for the issur
is intermarriage, as explained last week, and drinking cooked wine
can also bring to intermarriage? He answers that since cooked
wine was (at least in those days) uncommon, they left it out of the
decree. Rav Akiva Eiger z£’ (3, offers a different explanation.
When a gentile owns wine, partaking of it brings friendship and
intermarriage; drinking wine that a gentile touched does not really
cause friendship. The only reason for the issur is because the
gentile might have poured or shaken it as part of his worship and
thus cooked wine which they don’t pour to idols is permitted.
Defining Cooked Wine. It is not clear from the Gemara what
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level of cooking has this leniency. The Rosh there says it means
"rmn” - boiled till it bubbles. The Beis Yosef @ brings others who
define it as "m0 Ly’ - boiled enough to give off vapor and
reduce the amount of wine. He holds that these two definitions are
one and the same. Later Poskim differ what this means in degrees
of temperature. Rav Moshe 22’/ 5) and others say that it is the same
1 1w P (hot enough for one who touches it to pull his hand
away immediately) as we have regarding the issur of cooking on
Shabbos. His amount in degrees is 175° Fahrenheit. The minimal
amount of vapor that escapes at this temperature is enough to
permit it. Many Kashrus organizations, including the OU, use this
measure and label anything that hits 175°F as mevushal. Others
require higher temperatures, either to get to a wine’s boiling point
or a temperature that people consider fully heated for human
consumption. The different temperatures suggested to achieve
these levels are 185°F, 190°F, 200°F, and 205°F.

The Tzelemer Rav z2”’I, who gave the hechsher on Kedem wine,
required 190°F and now they use 200°F to label it mevushal.
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Sy o =M v rand a1 S s’ - The Mishnah [vo] states "nyn msms PUNM TV Any contact with a T2y or nwNis bad. Ifone is 5N
them, he is 2»n, but if they are 52 other people they are o9, since they don't personally own any assets from which to make payment from.
Why can't an nwi sell her kesubah to pay her debts? The Gemara answers that we are concemed that after she sells her kesubah she will be
5rwa her husband & the nimb of her kesubah will be left with a worthless piece of paper. Because we pasken like Snwow that if a mbi sells a note
ofindebtedness &is then S the mb, effectively making the note worthless, his noin is effective & the nmi> has nothing to collect.

The msp [1o,70 '0] brings 3 mww why this nri works: 1) 8"a14: Since Tmvw nanis only 9N because of a 1N PN, in essence the
mb still remains Taywn to the mbn even after the note is sold, so the mbn retains the N> to be S the loan. 2) n4: Really mvw nvonis
T, but there are 2 omayw a mbn has on a mb: guin Mayw and ©os3 Mayw. Since a giin Mayw is intangible (w11 pN), it is not
transferable & remains by the mb, even after the sale. Once the mbi forgives the uin Mmayvw, the oo nayw that is there only because of the
a0 Ny, falls away. 3) e 4"axa: A 10 vw may not be sold. The only thing sellable is the n to collect the 2 as the mbw of the mon (like
anxwn). Since all the mbn sold to the nyo was the power of collection (he keeps the money for himself) the mbn still retains the N to be .

The ¥ [0 Yo "N paskens ">1mn Yorm v 1N ow owan”. What should a nim do to protect himself against this nonin? The nib
should have the mb write a separate document to him directly, confirming he owes the money to the np. "o [95 1] asks, that often we say
that a woman may sell her kesubah (albeit at a discount maybe she will die first) but based on the above, why would anyone ever buy a Kesubah?
The nwx could be 5 her hushand after the sale? "own answers that the buyer can have the woman back up the sale with either a yown or a
nyaw that she won't ever be Srn. But by a 52, she is not 2mmw to swear she won't ever be Snwa. The »"™yex mnan also says "pan PN to
make her swear. The pns» 5 ['v 'o], says from the fact that 772 doesn't force an nwix to make this nyaw, thus making her kesubah sellable,
similarly, if one owes money but can't pay back, even though there might be ways for him to generate the cash, 7"a is not na1> him to do it.
However, it is still a mxn to tell him to do so. v'y. In mn swn, R’ Zilberstein brings that he was approached by a mbn who said that his mb
says he is broke & doesn't have any money. The mbn knows that this mb is supported by his wealthy father. Can he force the mb to approach his
father & ask him to pay off the loan? w15t " says based on the P> Sy, since he currently doesn't have any means to pay back the loan,
we can't force him to approach his father, but it is a mxn to have him do so.**pyin> v+ In the case of Kesubah, the woman actually owns the
asset, so the issue is if o to make her swear, thus making the asset sellable. In this case, the mb doesn't have any assets so what's the x»x mn

to make him ask his father for the money? ﬁmjj & —‘;)—r N\’J—K
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R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan z¢”’l (Chofetz Chaim) would say:

“1TN2) TI2) NN MONDN DD Nwyn NY' - We don’t find by any other mitzvah that the Torah warns us to be careful, ‘You,
your son’s, and your daughter’s ..." like we find by Shabbos. This is to to tell us that a person has to watch over Shabbos
so that not only he should not desecrate it, but rather Shabbos is not desecrated by anyone in his house.”

A Wise Man would say: Never allow a person to tell you no who doesn’t have the power to say ves.”
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Meir Premishlaner z¢’l once commented, “I had a dream, and in it I was waiting for entry to the World to Come. As
I waited, a man came and asked to be admitted. He was asked why he should be admitted and replied: ‘I spent all my life
studying Torah, and acquired a great deal of Torah knowledge.” He was told, “Wait until we evaluate whether your Torah
study was done out of pure intentions.” Along came another man, and he said: ‘I spent my time praying with great kavanah.’
He was told, “Wait until we see whether your prayers were made with the proper intentions.” Then a simple man came along and
told them: ‘I spent my time helping others in need.” He was admitted immediately into Gan Eden. After all, whatever his
intentions, those in need had been helped. And that was when I decided to devote my life to help others in need,” he concluded.

A poor man once came to R’ Meir and said to him, “Rebbe, 1 have three daughters of marriageable age, but I have
absolutely no money to pay for their dowries, and without a dowry no man will be willing to marry them. I cannot stand the
idea of them growing old without marrying. I’ve reached the end of my rope. I will not budge until you help me.”

R’ Meir looked at the heart-broken individual and asked him what he did for a living. The man said, “I make a small
amount of money by going to different farms, buying pig bristles, and reselling them in the city.”

“And how much merchandise do you have right now?” asked R” Meir. “About twenty rubles worth,” answered the man.

“Take all your merchandise, and go to Lvov,” R’ Meir instructed him. “Sell all the bristles, and with that money I want you
to buy the first thing that is offered to you.” The man did as told, and sold his merchandise for forty rubles. Now he looked
around for something to buy, but as he was dressed in rags, all the merchants simply ignored him.

Finally, as nightfall approached, he found himself outside the store window of a wealthy merchant. He stared at the fancily
decorated window, not knowing what to do. As he stood there, the merchant was closing up. He came outside and saw the
poor man staring at his pricey display and knew he could not afford anything. The merchant decided to have a bit of fun.

“Do you want to buy from me?” he asked. “Yes,” replied the poor man, “T’'m willing to buy anything you offer to sell me.”

The merchant couldn’t resist the temptation and told the man, “I’ve got a great deal for you. Give me all your money, and
I'll sell you my place in the World to Come.” Remembering the Rebbe’s words, the poor man agreed to the sale. He handed
over the forty rubles, and in return received a note from the merchant selling him his place in the World to Come. As soon as
the poor man left, the merchant and his workers all had a good laugh, as they divided up the spoils among them.

Soon enough, the story spread, and the merchant was told, “You are going to kill your business if this deal remains intact.
If, indeed, as you believe, there is no World to Come, by your actions you cheated a poor man out of his money, and are an
untrustworthy person with whom no one will do business. If, on the other hand, there is a World to Come, you sold your share
in it for a pittance and are a very poor businessman - why would anyone want to do business with a poor businessman?”

Later, when the merchant returned home, he found that the door to his home had been locked by his wife, a pious person
who had been taken aback tremendously by her husband’s actions. “You have two choices,” she told him. “Either you bring
me the document of sale you gave the poor man, or you give me a get - a bill of divorce.”

Realizing the trouble he had gotten himself into, the merchant started looking for the poor man. He found him and offered
double and then triple what he had paid, but the poor man refused to sell the note back. He was told by R” Meir to buy the first
thing offered to him, and this was the first thing. Seeing that the poor man was unbending, the merchant suggested that they
return to R’ Meir and hear his verdict. R> Meir heard the entire story and then ruled, “The poor man has an absolute right to

the document you gave him of your own free will, and for which you were paid. He has three daughters who need dowries. |\

Offer him the cost of the three dowries, and I'm sure he’ll accept.” The rich man had no option other than to pay the dowries.

N3N DN FINENY MY T0aR
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The Haftorah details how Yeshaya HaNavi beheld a vision
of Hashem seated atop a lofty throne, the holy Merkava
(chariot), in the year of the death of King Uziyahu of
Malchus Yehuda. While the vision is awe-inspiring, what
does it have to do with the death of King Uziyahu?

R’ Eliyahu Evron z#”’l (Yosef Ometz) says that Chazal
note how the Shoftim who led Klal Yisroel were often less than
desirable. Some were boorish with no Torah knowledge.
Others had limited Torah knowledge but were hardened
warriors who glorified war and fighting over spirituality.
Chazal explain that when Klal Yisroel is doing the mitzvos and
learning Torah properly, they will merit leaders befitting their
elevated status. But when Klal Yisroel falters, their leaders

N> P32 A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY AN UNEQUALLED HISTORIAN

will reflect this level as well. However, Chazal note that a
leader, even one not considered the loftiest, nevertheless has
the ability to lead his generation to Torah and mitzvos, and if
he manages to uplift himself and his people, Hashem’s joy
will be immense, and the merit is that much greater.

King Uziyahu was a unique tzaddik who reigned in
tumultuous times. Nevertheless, he managed to create one of
the greatest restorations of holiness, second only to King
Yoshiyahu, throughout Eretz Yisroel and Klal Yisroel prospered
tremendously. Thus, the fact that Yeshaya HaNavi merited to
experience such a vision of Hashem was primarily due to the
righteousness of King Uziyahu. For this reason, the Navi added
a seemingly innocuous fact at the beginning of the Haftorah.
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There’s a well-known Rashi on this posuk which says that Hashem instructed Moshe Rabbeinu to speak to the women

"C, softly, 127 pwH2a - N PN, and only afterwards, to the men in stronger terms, NYP Y52 - PN, It would seem that for some

inexplicable reason, it was imperative that the women be spoken to first. The Beis Halevi z¢”’I explains the reason based on a

il concept from the Gemara. There are times when a transaction, a sale, can be legally voided if the seller, a married women,

says I didn’t really mean it. The only reason I sold is because of "5y25 >wy M7 Ny - T only did it to please my husband.

e Thus, Moshe spoke to the women first. Had Moshe gone to the women after the men, the fact that they said “Yes” wouldn’t be
.| binding. For at a later date they could excuse themselves by saying »5ya5 "mwy mn nny’, thus nullifying the sale.

I saw another explanation from the Sefer Har Tzvi by R’ Tzvi Pesach Frank z¢£”’l. He brings down a question from

% | Rabbeinu Bachya who asks as follows: Why does the Torah write "Pym" with a yud, and not "1m"? Another question he asks
is, why does the Torah conclude with the words, "JX7¢2 %2 SN 927N WX D27 NON'?

He answers that an nw5 NWN has the power to influence her husband to reach greater heights. On the flip side, she could

o | possibly have a negative effect on him. Moshe Rabbeinu knew that these women will propel their families to spiritually soar.
W& He told them first and then said, “You go now and tell your husbands about the imminent Kabbolas HaTorah. When they see

how passionate you are about it, they will vigorously agree and forge on.” This is the power of our Kabbolas HaTorah - a

R unified commitment, a mutual agreement - by men and women alike. Each committed to helping one another. The posuk

therefore states: Hashem tells Moshe "apy» 1025 9axn 09" - Tell the women. And afterwards, " - they, the women, should

rt“,“"" go ahead and tell the men. Only after that was Moshe to instruct the men, "2XI¢2 %2 9N 927N IWN DTN 9N
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her, she reaches out and grabs the few morsels of delicacies
lying on the ground. Success! Her act went unnoticed!

—
5V

,ﬁ‘ = Ywmn: The eagle took off from her nest on a cliff’s edge as she

begins her flight. She spreads her graceful wings as she soars

Y| above the land. The houses and buildings become smaller;

the marketplaces and eventually even the skyscrapers

(t became mere pinpricks. She watches the hustle and bustle
o | fade to nothing as she peacefully flies on her way.

However, she too, must find food to survive. Her peaceful

flight is not a pleasure trip; it is a hunt for survival. She

scouts every corner of civilization from her vantage point up

g %] high for food to feed herself and her young ones.

At last, she sees something! Her mind races at warp speed

= S| as she ponders the best course of action. Swiftly, she swoops

down between trees, back to the buildings and eventually

Glancing in both directions, she again spreads out her

graceful wings and gives a flap ... she is back in-flight. She
soars above the land and back to her fledglings. She feeds
them and cares for them, as she watches them with pride.
Now it’s time to take a nap. The eagle has landed!
Yon3: When a person walks out of the Beis Medrash and sees
the hustle and bustle of mankind, he may wonder what he is
accomplishing by sitting in the Beis Medrash. He’s not
making money or amassing wealth. His accomplishments
seem so small compared to the successful entrepreneurs of
the big world. The answer is that he is the eagle. He
accomplishes far greater tasks by soaring peacefully above
the busy world. One day he will be shown his nest - with
much more provisions than all the businessmen in the world!

"C, between the people. Hoping nobody is paying attention to
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What was it that caused Yisro to pick himself up and join the Jewish people? Yisro had been searching for the truth for

years. Rashi tells us that two incidents were the straws that broke the camel’s back: Krias Yam Suf and Milchemes Amalek.

The seforim tell us that after Krias Yam Suf, Yisro had already come to the truth. He had already decided in his mind that

5 | Hashem is the One and only G-d and Torah is the only truth. But he remained in his land of Midian, serving Hashem from
b %] there. However, when he heard that Amalek attacked the Jewish people, he was aghast. He said to himself, if the entire world
© | experienced the miracle of Krias Yam Suf, then Amalek was not an exception. If they could attack the Jewish people after
»“ experiencing such an open expression of Hashem’s love and protection for His people, then I better not rely on my own

inspiration. Who knows, maybe I too will lose the incredible feeling I have, maybe the yetzer hara will get to me and I will lose

’w all the truth I have discovered. I cannot do this ALONE. I need to be among the Jewish people. I need to have a teacher to
g% | guide me. I need constant learning and growing so that I will always be inspired to serve Hashem properly.

So Yisro picked himself up and joined the Jewish people. He made Moshe his Rebbi and was determined to shteig in

% | learning and truly be the best Jew he could be. And this is how he turned his inspiration into reality. He understood that if he
*] just stays where he is physically, he will not grow spiritually. So he picked himself up both physically and spiritually and was
,“ "‘,\,{ ready and willing to work hard, to change and grow so that he would truly be a full-fledged member of Klal Yisroel. He would
S | not rely on himself to be strong in his beliefs. He was ready to do ANYTHING so that his inspiration would not only remain, but
=¥uw| burst into a roaring and passionate real avodas Hashem. Yisto was zoche to have a parsha in the Torah named after him, the

parsha of Matan Torah no less, not because of his inspiration but rather because of what he did with that Divine inspiration!




