
/// scg hk vhvh u,t tmnh rat tuv if ofhrcsf v,g od rnthu
(h-sn)varua euscku ,eukjnc iu,n ,uhvk - 

   t :h"arohchhj ofkufa tuv if ofhrcsf ,nt 'ihsv in uz ;t - ofhrcsf v,g od
ofk vagt hbt kct 'ohap,b okuf ovn sjt shc vchbd ,tmnba vrag 'rcsc
uarhp rcf oharpnv 'vbvu /cg hk vhvh [sckc] u,t tmnh rat 'ihsv ,ruan ohbpk
vsuvh ka yrpcu 'kjr ka vbc kg oapb ,urhxn ksud ,t ,utrk ;xuh vmra
lf iftu /u,rhfn iuug ,t ie,k ufzh vzca vmru /ovhkg lknf ohycav uvuchajva
,uagk aehc ;t lanvcu 'ihnhbc ka unuenc scg ,uhvk uapb vsuvh rxna 'vhv
lhrm cbdva okuf usuv ihbg ka upudk 'vbvs /urrjak ,bn kg ohrmn og vnjkn
ova hpf 'abugk ohhutr ugxnc uuk,va ukt kf tkt sckc uz tku 'uabg kg tuck
hbustk vhvb ubjbt odu ',nu lhscgn u,t tmnh ratw (y euxp khgk) urnt onmgc
ihnhbc ,t ,jek ot hf aehc tku 'oabugn kevk aehc ovhrjt ;survu 'wohscgk
ovk vhv vp iuj,p vzht f"tu 'oabugn ruypku rrjak o,utu 'u,hnvk tku 'scgk

 ?uhkg ,auva kev abugvn if od ihnhbc ,t urrjaha aeck
ihnhbc kg .hknvk vsuvh vxhba vtcv varpc ohtur tka vun,k ah r,uhcu    
vrhcgc xp,b rcfa hnc duvba hpf 'uabug ehsmn tyjv ihta ;xuh hbzut ,t rcaku
hf tc tk itfu 'tyjv ,t ihyevk ,ujpv kfk ohxbn zt 'vrhcgv ,t ahjfvk t"tu
u"j kukgu 'ubc kg ohkhynv abugv scuf ,t kucxh tk rgbv ka uhcta 'vbgyc ot
?ihnhbc ,t ,ufzk ;xuh vmr,h uz vbgyca vsuvh caj vnk 'apb ,ndg curn ,unk

?ovhruv urgymh tka hsf ohgaupv ,t vfzh ypan ,hca ogp ht vtr hfu

   
 //// vk euez iht v,cf(:tf ,ca wnd)

vfubj ka cuy ouhn sunhkv ihbgc -
    drrrrccccjjjjnnnnvbnz rcga osue v,cf ot lfhpk 'vumn vaug veksv" :(d"gr,) exp 

,urb ohehksn ubta ogyv rehg kf hrva 'tcuy c"m vz ihsu /f"g '"vk euez ubht
veksv inzv ohkava osueu 'vfubj rb ehksv otu '"txhb hnuxrp" ouan ubhhv vfubj

 'v,cf?vumnv ka ,hkf,v rehg ohhe tk ihhsg hrv 'uehksvku ruzjk lhrm ubht gusn
omg tuv vfubj rb ,umn rehga vz vfkvn rtucns 'rtck vtrb ,"hvzgcu    
ka inz rugha euks ohhe rbv vhvha veksv ka vtmu,v tku 'veksv vagnv

 hrcs osevc rtck ah vzk ogyvu /veksvkkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvxb ovk vagba khcac hfu weva /
chhja xb kfu 'vfubj ihgcue uhv 'veksv ,umn ,uagk er vz vhv tku veksvc
vhtru] 'vumnv ,uagk xb uk vagba khcac tku u,kmv khcac tuv kkvku ,usuvk
vfubj hnh ugcea vn rehga wh,u /[kkf ,urbv ka xbv urhfzv tk ohxhbv kgc hf
vz vaga h"av xb h"g iujmb vhva vtrb vhv tka er 'ohbuhv ,t ujmba vn khcac
xbc vhv kfva ugsha vrubnv ,urb h"g xbv vagb lfhpku 'o,rucdu ojfn tku
unfu 'kfhvv ,t utnya ohbuhv ,gar rehg hf 'vagb vz xb teusu /f"d vnjknv

ka utyjk ujkxha v,hv tk ohycav ,bgy ka vbfu,a 'arpk ubhkg jrfvcu   
vkhkg ot hf itf iht ihnhbc ka u,j,ntc ghcdv tmnba ;t kga tkt /ihnhbc
kct /v,hnc ukhpt 'o,bgyku 'uahbgvk ohfhrm uhv 'cbdv tuv vhv ukht /vkhpa
ihtu 'vzn gsuh ;xuh oda ovk vhv rurcu 'kgnc v,hv tk ihnhbc hsha ugsh cyhv
',nsuev o,ahdp lu,n ubhcvu uzj rcfa hpf 'ushmn vkhkgu vnhzn ot hf itf
ivw :;surv odhava rjt ;fh, urntu ubgya uvzu /ovhkg ,ukhkg aecn ubhva
ut ;xf lhscg ,hcn cubdb lhtu 'lhkt ubuchav ubh,uj,nt hpc ubhmn rat ;xf
urhfzv rhpau 'urrjaku rauh hfrsc ehzjvk ;xuhk o,bgy v,hv if kg ?wcvz
tmn ot oda v,hv o,bgy rehg hf ',unk kukga iezv ovhct ,usut ovhrcsc
hshk lf hsh kg tuck kukga iucajc jeh 'obhj ,khkg ovhkg khkgvk vchx vzht
od ohkcud ohrcsvaf uh,ukhkgc lhanvkn ;xuh g,rh tnau 'wohns ,ufhpaw
ihnhbc tmh tk 'kgnc v,hv tk usha ujhfuvu ubgya rjt oda ;t kgu /vz htb,c
/sajc er huk,v rcs kg ahbgvk rapt hta o,bgy v,hv ,tz kfc 'saj hshn

ahw :thv vbfu,a vbgy ughnah ova vmr tuv 'vpmn ;xuh vhv uz vbgyku    
?whj hct sugv !;xuh hbtw :,jmhb vcua, ovhbpk ghnav ztu 'wuc ihtu uc ohsauj
ihta sug kf suajv ka ubhs ,t ghrfvku iusk ihta ohbguy ofbv ot 'rnukf
hbpk vrhfnku v,hnk ubhs ,t umrj if ot vnk 'kgnc ush ifta ,uemun ,ujfuv
uhv tk uhkg ubgya ,ubgyv kfu 'gapn ;j vhv kgupca ;t kg ?vba ohragf
vgac vnku !w;xuh hbtw uvzu ///?,usaj ot hf uhv tk ohrcsv suxhu 'kkf ,uemun
'saj hp kg vagn ,uagk ihta uz vbgy ofhp kg o,kgv tk h,ut o,rfna
lfc ;xuh ,ryn rehgu ?hj hct ka vz aaj v,hv tk ihhsg zt otv ?whj hct sugvw

/vrpfu vcua,k rcsv ovk vkg,u 'ovhpc vbgn vhv, tka rjt unusha hsf vhv
/s",fg '"kfhvv ,t utny ova k"r kfhvk ohbuh uxbfbafa urnta

 ka xbva ohnh wz tku vfubj hnh wj ugce gusn ;xuh ,hcv wue kg wh, icun vz hpku   
xb ,njn vhv vfubj ka xbv rehga k"rvnv hrcs hpk kct /ohnh wzk er vhv inav
xb ,njnv vhv iuatrv ouha asj hrpv ka wh, hpf cyhv icun vnjknv ,t ujmba

 hrcs h"pg uhrcs rtck ahu /vfubj ka y"uhv ube, tpud vzks 'vnjknv kaiiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv
ohxbc vsun ost ohnxrupnv ohkusdv ohxbv inu" 'k"zu c,fa (tc ,arp ;ux)
ihntba sg ubhcr van ,ru,c ekj ostk ihta 'vkuf vru,v suxh ova ohr,xbv
,hkf,va /k"fg '"okug ka udvbnu gcy ovc iht ohxb okufa ubhrenu ubhrcs kfc
kg yhkav ,"hava rhfvku 'ohr,xbv ohxhbv kg od vsuha ubhhv ihhukdv ohxhbv ka

/gcyv lrsc xb vhv vnjknv ka xbu 'hukd xb vhv inav ka xbu 'gcyv kf
hbhbg kf kg od yhkav tuv ,"hava ohrhfn ubt vfubj hnhca 'ifa iuhfu    
tk hrva 'o,rucdu ojufc jmbk ufkv tk vnjknk ufkva ohtbnajvu 'gcyv
ufkv ovu /ohcr shc ohygn er uhva vnjknv ,t jmbk jf ovk aha sm vhv
/vnjknv ,t ujba ufz z"hgu 'ocvh wv kg lkavu 'ovhkg ,kyunv ,uks,av uagu
'vk euez ihta v,cfu vfubj rb ehksva rjt gusn ogyv uvza rtck ah f"tu
kfu ',uks,avv er tuv ,uagk ostv kg ,kyuna vn kfa ,uruvk uvza

!,"hav ,tn eru lt tuv ,utmu,v

iuerhv kgu iupsav kg ouen kfc ihghr,n ukt kg""  - The  [t"p ,hbg, wkv]o"cnr  says vrm kf kg ,urmumjc ghrvku eugzk vru,v in vag ,umn"
"rucmv kg tc,a. The vban shdn explains that the Rambam holds that ihkucdc on a rucm ,hbg, we only blow ,urmumj but not a rpua. He then
brings  ,yhat"carv  that holds in the asenv ,hc they blew  ,urmumj & rpua, but in ihkucd one may blow either one.
    The  [t 'uge, j"ut]g"ua  paskens, just like we are ohbg,n & ohghr,n due to lack of oad, so too we are ghr,n & fast for any vrm that might
befall us k"r. The ovrct idn asks "vn, hbtu" why we don’t blow nowadays, since it is a t,hhruts vag ,umn? He remains with a g"m. 
     The van ,urdt [yxe wx 't"j j"ut] brings a question on the  [:ch]t"cyhr  who says the halacha is that we blow ,urmumj on a Taanis )o"cnr( ,
since we don’t have ,urmumj today, in ,prm they were dvub to never blow on a rucm ,hbg,. If so, why don’t we just make ,urmumj today so we can
be geu,? van wr answers that the o"cnr in m"vpx [wyb], lists the mitzvah of blowing ,urmumj by ,ubcre ,crev, together with the mitzvah of
blowing them on a Taanis, because the huuhm in the Torah is to make ,urmumj, & everything that we do with the ,urmumj is kkuf into one vumn.
Thus, all ,ughe, need to be done with same ,urmumj used in the asen, & since we don’t have the e"nvhc today, we don’t make ,urmumj. 
     Rav Elyashiv zt”l [dk j"ut ,ucua, .cue] says the reason the Rambam lists them together is since the ,urmumj ,ghe, for ,ubcre is a
"icre lrum", it doesn’t get its own listing. However, if one would benefit from the ,urmumj, he would be vkhgn rcug. That’s why we don’t make
,urmumj today, to avoid any vke,, of someone using them & being rcug. chahkt wr then says he saw the van ,urdt, but doesn’t understand
why according to van wr, we can’t we make the ,urmumj now to be saved & used in the Bais Hamikdash ubhnhc vrvnc! This way we would be
able to be geu, on a m",? But according to R’ Elyashiv, we don’t make them to avoid vke,, hence we don’t have them to blow on a ,hbg,.
   The  [uge,]c"ban  brings the question of the t"n why we are not geu, & quotes 3 ,uyha. 1) This vumn is only dvub in h"t. 2) Not only in h"t,
but it also must be entirely under our ,uar. 3) The vrm must affect ktrah kkf cur. The  [wt e"x ohsgunv ,ru,]aht iuzj  explains the reason
we aren’t dvub to institute these fasts in times of a drought, even in h"t, is because since food can be imported easily, it isn’t such a great vbfx.

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ropshitzer Rebbe, R’ Naftali Hurwitz zt”l (Zera Kodesh) would say:
     “w,ush anj okf ,tann ihnhbc ,tan cr,uw - In the Al Hanissim tefillah that we say on Chanukah, the word wshw -
‘hand’ is mentioned five times:  ohrucd ,rxnwshc ohcru ohakj shc ohtnyu ohygn shc ohgaru 'ohruvy shc ohszu 'ohehsm shc
wlh,ru, hexug  - ‘You delivered the mighty into the hand of the weak, the many into the hand of the few, the impure
into the hand of the pure, the wicked into the hand of the righteous, and wanton sinners into the hand of those who
occupy themselves with Your Torah.’ A hint for this may be found in the posuk in Parshas Mikeitz which is usually
read on Shabbos Chanukah: ‘Binyamin’s portion was five times (,ush anj) as much as theirs.’” 

A Wise Tzaddik would say: 
     “In Haneiros Halalu, we say that we have no permission to use the lights of the Menorah, only to look at them

c o,utrk tktw)(wsck . It is a segulah to look at the lights for healing damaged eyes and protecting one’s eyes for the future.”  
 re.”
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (19). Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
“Somewhat” Meaty Food That Doesn’t Require a Six-Hour
Wait. Only eating actual meat requires a six-hour wait before
eating dairy. According to the custom of the RM’A (1) the same
principle holds true after eating a food cooked in the same pot as
meat. However, the following cases, which are not actual meat
foods, do not require waiting. This includes one who eats ....
1) A parve soup or food cooked in a clean meat pot, even if the
meat pot was used for meat within 24 hours [ben yomo] (2).
2) Parve food cooked in an uncleaned meat pot, which had 60
times as much parve food that nullifies the meaty residue. [If
there is no 60 times, see Pische Teshuva 89:7.]      
3) A sharp item cut with a meaty knife or one who cooked a
sharp item in a meaty pot (3).
4) Parve food that had a meaty “steam” on it. An example of this
would be if it was cooked uncovered in the oven with uncovered
meat. This chiddush din [novel ruling] was said by Teshuvos

      

Rav Poalim 3 (4) and agreed to by those Poskim who came after
his time. His logic is that a taste from steam does not linger in the
mouth like actual meat and thus, it is not a problem. 
5) “Chezkas B’sari” - This is a term used in Israel, and relevant
elsewhere as well, referring to the following case: Many meat
establishments also produce basically parve foods. Since they are
in a store together with many meat items, the establishment
cannot guarantee that they are truly parve and markets them “to
be considered meaty” (5).
6) A parve kugel or challah that was heated up on the lid of a hot
meaty pot.
Note: None of the above may be eaten with dairy foods.
    Today, we have discussed the definition of “somewhat” meaty
foods that don’t require waiting before eating dairy. Next week,
we will discuss “somewhat” dairy foods which can or cannot be
eaten within six hours after actual meat. The above-mentioned
lenient rulings do not all apply in this new set of cases.



     Chanukah is a time to reignite our neshamos, because sometimes we forget how different and special we are. We refocus
our minds to the truth of Jewish philosophy, the direct opposite of Yavan and American mentality. The word Yavan signifies
their entire hashkafa. The yud is small, the vav is bigger, the nun is even longer - because by them, nothing is ever enough. The
more you have, the more you want, which leaves one constantly with an emptiness that can never, ever be filled. 
     In Al HaNissim we thank Hashem for the military victory, but the spiritual victory is hinted to us as well. We thank Hashem
for placing the rabim, the many, into the hands of the ma’atim, the few. On a deeper level, Chanukah is a when the philosophy
of MANY, of having a lot of material acquisitions, was overcome with the Yiddish philosophy of MA’ATIM, being satisfied
and happy with whatever one has, no matter how much it is because the only thing in this world that is worth investing time
and effort into is our ruchniyus. Of course, we need to eat and sleep and wear clothing, but when so much of our time and energy
is spent on these endeavors, we follow the well-trodden path of pursuing happiness and success, and never actually find it.
     On Chanukah, we light 36 candles, which are the 36 hours that the Ohr HaGanuz existed in this world until Hashem hid it
away for the tzaddikim L’asid lavo. Those 36 candles represent 36 neshamos, the 36 tzaddikim upon which the world stands.
On Chanukah, every one of us can tap into that special holy light and make it our own. Every night we go back to the
beginning and light candle number one again because candle number one is YOU. Your job in this world is to constantly light
up YOUR neshama by being involved with ruchniyus. Chanukah is the time to remember the power, the philosophy, and true
simcha of the Jewish people, who live a life of Histapkus. May we spend the next eight days and the next 120 years, thanking
and praising Hashem for all the miracles in our lives, the greatest of all being that we are Jews, and we know it.

     The Medrash says that when someone would tell Rav Tarfon a good vort, he would compliment it by saying "jrpu r,pf".
When someone would say a whimsical vort, he would recite the posuk "ofng hbc srh tk". The Rav in Radin would relate an
explanation from his father, based on Rashi, who says that Yaakov Avinu scoffed at Reuven’s offer to let his own two children
die in place of Binyamin. Hence, Rav Tarfon would quip with this posuk, insinuating that such a vort was na’arish. (We see
that he didn’t brush the student away with harsh words, rather, in a backhanded manner, he told him the pshat was a bit off.)
    So what was Reuven takeh thinking? The Zaida’s machshava is as follows: Reuven put his most precious possession on the
line - his own children! With his children’s life at stake, he would insure Binyamin’s safety. Yaakov explained that two sons for
one doesn’t balance the scale. Because each child or grandchild is special in his own right. This brings to mind a fictional story
the Zaida would oft relate. There were 2 brothers, one was a wealthy man with nebach no children, who lived in America. The
other lived in Eretz Yisroel with a large family amidst abject poverty. The wealthy brother offered his sibling 1 million dollars
in exchange for one of his children while rationalizing to him that he still had 12 more. They agreed. That night, the brother in
Eretz Yisroel had the task of selecting a child and went from bed to bed pondering and agonizing over which one to send. He
was in a quandary and couldn’t decide. He called his brother in America and said, “The deal is off. You said that I have 12
more so that’s 1/13. But it’s a mekach taus, I only have one Chaim, one Yosef, one Chani ....” Each child is a universe unto
himself. In the same vein, said Yaakov to Reuven, losing your two boys won’t mollify me for the loss of my one son, Binyamin.
    The Gemara says, "j", ohbc wk ihuuv rbc khdrv" in singular form "rbc" because we must view each child as a special, unique fire.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// ohtum ohsdc ack vhv gauvhu(d-d vhrfz)

 shc ohcru ohakj shc ohrcd ,rxn
 /// ohruvy shc ohtnyu ohygn(ohxbv kg)

 hba ,t rntk uhct kt icutr rnthu
 /// lhkt ubthct tk ot ,hn, hbc(zk-cn)

 /// vk, u,tu hbf kg chav h,t vhv if ubk r,p ratf hvhu(dh-tn)
     There are some misguided souls who feel that doing acts of chessed and helping another Jew is not as important as
devoting oneself all day and all night to learning Torah. In truth, some of the greatest Torah scholars with the most legendary
intellects also spent time worrying about and helping the less fortunate. This pairing of Torah excellence and chessed was
personified by R’ Chaim Soloveitchik (Brisker) zt”l. He was one of the greatest Torah scholars of his generation, a
visionary and possibly the most innovative thinker in several generations, but nevertheless, his house was open to all to the
extent that it became a public thoroughfare where notices and advertisements were posted. Food was doled out in the
kitchen almost on a non-stop basis, while R’ Chaim could often be found in a side room talking in learning with other
Rabbanim or conducting a din Torah, with groups of people. It should not be surprising then, that he also spoke about the
topic of chessed at the expense of Torah study with trademark clarity and wit. His grandson R’ Meshulam Dovid
Soloveitchik zt”l recounts how R’ Chaim once told a group of Rabbanim, “A rabbi that doesn’t close his Gemara to do
tzedaka and chessed – even when the Gemara is open in front of him, it’s as if it’s closed.  However the converse is also
true – a rabbi that does close his Gemara to do tzedaka and chessed, even when it’s closed, it’s as if it’s open!”
     One morning, R’ Chaim was sitting with a few Talmidei Chachamim in his home and conducting a din Torah,
involving a great deal of money and a number of colorful personalities. For hours, the case dragged on, when suddenly, a
commotion could be heard outside R’ Chaim’s door. A woman came running into the house and began screaming
uncontrollably that she must speak to the Rabbi immediately. It was a matter of life and death, so to speak, and she refused
to budge until she got her way. A number of family members tried to calm her down and offered her a seat where she can
wait until the Rav was ready to see her, but she absolutely refused to sit down or be assuaged. Her voice rose again and
again, mingling with heart-rending cries and wails, until finally, R’ Chaim himself opened the door and came out.
    “What is going on here?” he asked softly, as was his way. “What is all the commotion?”
     Instantly, the woman sprang forward and addressed the venerable rabbi. “Rebbi, please, I must speak to you right now.
It cannot wait even another second.” R’ Chaim found a quiet corner somewhere, as an empty room was out of the
question, and he softly asked her how he can help. “Rebbi,” she began, in a strong and brave voice, “tonight is my
daughter’s wedding. I should be happy in the midst of such a wonderful celebration, and yet, I am scared of her future.
Last night, I dreamed that my daughter suddenly went crazy! From a fine and refined kallah, all of a sudden, she began
acting crazy and it appeared to me in my dream that she lost her mind! What can this mean? I feel like canceling the entire
wedding right now, for how can I allow my daughter to go forth in marriage, when she will become sick and crazy in her
head?” Her bravery cracked and a fresh burst of tears and wails emanated from the hapless mother of the bride. 
     R’ Chaim stood next to her quietly, as she cried. Then, he smiled and whispered something that only she was able to
hear. Instantly, she stopped crying and wiped away her tears. She smiled and nodded her head, and thanked the Rabbi
emotionally before hurriedly heading out the door. R’ Chaim shrugged and went back to the din Torah.
     Later in the day, some family members questioned R’ Chaim about what he whispered to the hysterical woman, that
made her calm down and even smile happily as she left the house. This time, R’ Chaim smiled broadly. “I told her that
from the story of Yosef HaTzaddik in Mitzrayim, we learn that all dreams follow the interpretation. This means that
however the dream is explained, that is how it will turn out. So, I said that I am qualified to interpret her dream and I am of
the opinion that her daughter will become exceedingly rich. Not just wealthy or comfortable - rich beyond her wildest
imagination. The reason is because most super rich people have quirks and ‘meshugasin’ that they live with, so when she
saw that her daughter was going to go crazy, it meant that she too, will become very rich and have a lot of ‘meshugasin’!”   
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 /// rxun ,ujfu, ohhj lrsu rut vru,u vumn rb hf(df:u hkan)
llllyyyynnnn: A Rabbi was railing against the practice of playing
Kvitlach on Chanukah. He told his congregation the
following story: On the third night of Chanukah, it was
bitterly cold outside in the small Russian town of Vilkovitz. 
    Two simple men, Velvel the Tailor and Gershon the
Milkman, were playing a friendly game of kvitlach, when
they heard a knock at the door. Surprised, Velvel opened the
door to find an old man with a long gray beard shivering in
the darkness. Quickly, Velvel took him in and brought him to
the fire, where he served him some hot soup. When the color
returned to the old man’s face, he noticed that the others
were playing kvitlach and asked if he might join them.
    What followed was the greatest exhibition of kvitlach that
the two men - or any man - had ever seen. In less than an
hour, the old man had parlayed twelve kopeks into sixty

, 

rubles, until his companions had nothing left to play with
     Astonished, Velvel asked how it was possible for a man to
have such luck. “My friends,” the old man replied, “it is not
luck. I am the Prophet Elijah, and I’ve come to reward your
generosity with innumerable heavenly blessings.”
      The men rejoiced, and the Prophet blessed them, and he
blessed their houses and their animals - but somehow he
neglected to give back the sixty rubles. Quietly, he bade the
pair goodbye. In the course of the eight day holiday, the
“Prophet” would repeat the card scam twenty-three times!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: As his congregants listened with apt attention, the rabbi
explained that Chanukah is a holiday of light, and light is
represented by the Torah. “Why waste your time playing silly
games and losing your money, when you can make the best
use of your time and money, by learning Torah and giving
tzedaka to all those in need? That is the best possible way for
a G-d-fearing Jew to celebrate the Yom Tov of Chanukah!”

     In the Haftorah, Zechariah HaNavi discusses the clothing
of Yehoshua Kohen Gadol and how the Satan sought to
incriminate Yehoshua because of the “soiled garments” he
was wearing. The question begs to be asked: how is it that
the holy vestments of the Kohen Gadol which are referred to
as “the glory and splendor” could ever become soiled?
   R’ Moshe Shmuel Shapiro zt”l (Rosh Yeshivas Be’er
Yaakov) explains that Chazal say that the soiling of the holy
garments is a reference to Yehoshua’s children who had
strayed from the correct path and he was clad in “soiled
garments” due to his failure to reprimand them properly.
     Says R’ Moshe Shmuel, a profound lesson can be gleaned
from this. Oftentimes, people tend to delude themselves into

thinking that after a lifetime of doing the will of Hashem they
have reached a pinnacle in their lives and nothing that is
thrown at them could ever cause them to waver from their
routine. Unfortunately, it is this very fallacy that causes
immense damage in Klal Yisroel for as soon as a person lets
his guard down, even a small bit, the door gets opened for the
Yetzer Hara to worm his way in and wreak havoc.
     As the Kohen Gadol, the spiritual leader, Yehoshua had
reached the pinnacle of his career, yet even his position
became shaken up. Consequently, we see how the little band
of Chashmonaim managed to shake up the mighty Greek
army despite tremendous odds – all due to their unwavering
faith in Hashem and his Torah.
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