
vgb vkjn /// vabn ic rhfn ic sgkd ic rpj ic sjpkm ,ubc vbcre,u
 vmr,u vfknu vkdju- (t-zf)ov ohhjmb vru,ca ,utren kf 

     t :h"arikufa shdn 'vmr, vkjn vbhhv,u rnut tuv ikvku - wudu vgb vkjn
iugna icr hrcs kg rut ohfpua ukt h"ar hrcs /irsx ,t vba lfhpk 'uzf uz ,ukuea
ktrah iubht ihtfzuw :ubuak lk tvu '(:yne ;s l,ukgvc d"j) ausev rvuzc htjuh rc
t,hhruts trupx tuvvs rnts itnu 'yuaes t,hhrut vtkg t,hhrut uvk chvh,ts
vtkg t,hhrut hvht utk hfv hts 'vhjur jph, 'h,te sckc ruphx tuvv kg tzj,tk
/k"fg wyuaes t,hhrut hvht 'vtkg tahse t,hhrut htsu tkt 'yuaes t,hhrut
u,uta rnuta hnu ',nt ,ru, 'vbuhkg vru, ovk vb,hba ktrah ov ohtfzu :oudr,
tmnb uhrcs hpk hf 'ujur jph, 'tc sckc ruphx u,ut kg ,utrvk 'vru,ca ruphx

/f"g /,nt ,ru, thv vausev vru,v htsu tkt ',nt ,ru, vbuhkgv vru,v ihta
vausev vru,v kg ohyhcnv uktn ujur ,run ,t h"car tycn ukt ohrcsc    
hshn vc gag,an v"ceva vru, v,ut kg hpus u"j ohkhyn ovu /ihkuj ka ycnc
'ktrahk vb,hba sg ,urus s"ge,, v"cev ka uhzbd ,hcc ,jbun v,hvu 'ouh
ughpuv tk vkhpavu vhbgv o,gsku ',uhagn hruphx ohcrugn vhrcs ihca ohrnutu
osu rac ka uvhagnfu 'vagn vhv lfu lfa ubk ghsuvk hsf ot hf ukt ohruphx

/u"j ,uhrcv ,t ovc ,ubvk hsf ohruphxu ,uscug rpxv kg vkgnv
'unmgc v"c trucvn kufhcf thv ,kmtb vausev vru,v hf ,gsk ostv kg    
'ohkhvcn ohrcsvu /,hcvwh ,hc,wf hapwb tbwt ,"r tuva h"fbt ,ch,c znurnf
rgak kufh if ot hnu 'ofk i,ub hbt hnmg ,tw ktrahk ovk rnut kufhcf v"cev

 

 ohgcrtu vanj ovhsepu o,jpank inhbc hbc vkt
 /// ,utn aau ;kt(tn-uf),"havc vbunt ihbgc - 

    arnuk ,gsv kg vkgh uyuapfu /sjt ic er uk vhv isu 'ohbc vrag uk vhv ihnhb
hn kct /sutn vcrv vcrv uhtmtm vhvh ohba vnf rjt ohbc vrag uk aha hns
',uthmnv if tk obnt /vcrv lf kf uhtmtm tk vhvh tk sjt ic er uk ihta
uk vhva is ka yca f"tan 'r,uhc ohyugn uyca vhv ohbc vrag uk vhva ihnhbca
.pjv c,fu /ohycav rtan r,uh vcrv vcrv uyca vhv 'arj vhva 'sjt ic er
ujhkmvk kfuh uc .pj wva hns  /"wv sdbk vmg ihtu vnfj iht hf" ,uruvk uvza ohhj
jhkmn hbg lk ah 'ohxfbv og ihsv ifu /ohbc vrag uk aha hnn r,uh sjt icna

/s",fg 'wv okuf vaugu f"f jhkmn ubhta hrag ah lupvku 'uekjc jnau
/okugv ,dvbvk "gcy" aha vtrb kfvu 'dvub udvbnf okugva 'trub sunhk uvzu     
'ofj tuva iudf 'ihfhrma apbv ,ubuf,v uk aha hn ubhhv 'jhkmn vhvha tuv hnu
sjt kf ka vjkmv kfa 'czfu rea vz kf kct /vnusfu sucgk rujxn vzhtc gsuhu
er huk, kfv er 'uh,ukucj,c huk, ubhtu 'gcyv ,dvbvc rehgu kkf huk, ubht sjtu
ubht ofj tuva hns 'lupvk kfu 'hbg vhvha vchx vz iht ofj ubhta hnu /,"hav shc

jfub k"zjc ihhgnv iftu ?vru,ca .ueu ,ut kfc vbunyv vbuhkgv vausev ,tc
ka ohkh, hkh, shngk ovc uesesu 'vru,ca vch,u ,ut kf urheuv ova ,utrk
rcs ubk ,uruvk ohtc obhta ,uch, vru,c obah u,gska vza if ot icun /,ufkv

/h"car ukken rhpau vru,v ,t vzcn tuvu 'u"j wasevc kgunw rsdc tuv vn
rpuxnv kg ,hjya ihgc ubt ohyhcnaf 'ubk ,ukdk h"ar itf aehca vn uvz     
uhva ohrcsu ihs kg er itf rpuxna ubk vnsb 'ubh,ru,c sjpkm ,ubc ,usut
ohbhbg vzc ubk ,uruvk ubk vmur vru,v hf ,gsk ubhkg okut 'i,kjb ,usut ovk
hsf ohrcsv hyrp kfc ibuc,vk ostv kg kyun if kgu 'ohhj ,ufhkvu ohcdab
obhjk hf ,gsv kg ,ukgvk ubk ruxt 'ubhsnkk vru,v v,mr ift vn ihcvk
vagnv ,ch,fc oda lht h"ar ubk thcn lfk vjfuvfu /vru,c ohrcsv uc,fb
ogpu vzv rsxf vc,f ogp 'ivh,una ,ch,f rushxc ,ehhsn vru,v vnmg
v,gn gs, if ot /vzhnrc ohrcs ubk ,ukdk iucajc tc kfv 'rjt rsxc vc,f
rtacu vz ruphxc ihhgn v,tafu 'ihyhav ihc ohznrb ohrcs vcrv sug hf
'lsnkk ohtc ukt ohagn oda lk gs 'lhbpk rat ,t ihc, vru,ca ohruphxv

 /sunhk ,cuj hsh ,tmh tk ihhsg ,utrenv kgu ,uch,v kg tnkgc vrcgvcu
 c,fa vz tuv    oooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvkf hf gsw :k"zu '(itf ah v"s b"p d"j) wohfucb vrunwc 

,gs ,&n'tk ot 'vru,c ,hjrfv ,kgu,k tuv 'vru,c cu,f uvtmn,a ruphx
hbc ihc tvh tka sg ( ohagnv in vagn iueh,k ut 'vru,v ,ubhpn vbhp tuva

stuznru 'ovh,urusk ohehsmv od usgm k"zj ka ovh,ucegcu /k"fg wxnju kuug o
ghsuv ignk 'asuec ovh,ufrsvu ovh,utruv hrcs kf ,t vru,v ,utrenc
,ujrut ov tkt 'tnkgc vcure vrgavu adr hrcs ovhrcs iht hf ojek hgnuak

/tnhb tuknf gurdk iht ovna 'vausev vru,v ,utren jfn ,urzdbv ohhj
hf anav ,j, vtru h,ca" :(th-y) ,kvec trec arupn ifu /rhag vhvha vchx

/"ojk ohnfjk tk odu vnjknv ohrucdk tku .urnv ohkek tk
xh uvzu      /uh,ukucj,c huk, ubht u,jkmva ihntvk chhj hsuvh kfa kusd su

 f"anc whguhhhhuuuukkkkvvvv    ,,,,hhhhccccvvvv'ccuxnu vchx ah okugca rcs kfcs" :(.en ,arp) 
,hhbe haubtv kfa hpku vzc kusd lx jhurvu ,jt vrujx vbe sjt unfu
tks ,ugy tuv ,ntc kct 'iunn lx jhurva vzn cc,xba vchxv vhv vrujxv
vbeha cc,xb f"gu jhurha uhkg rzdb ohnav in er 'juhrv uk vnrd vchxv
vsh kga hsf 'ccuxnv tuv vrujxv ,hhbeu 'vchxv tuv juhrv tmnbu 'uz vrujx
n"n 'ohrcs ka gcy aha vtrba odv 'hrv /k"fg '"vmrbv ,hkf,v vhvh

db kfv er 'ccuxnv orud vchxv ihta ihntvk vcujv'ifa iuhfu 'ohnav in rz
/ccuxn u,ut kugpk u,kufhc vchxv vhv tkhnn

tuvu ohturcv kfk dhvbn w,h tuva ihntvk chhj hsuvh kfa vbuntv uvzu      
'ostv h"g vagba vn kfa ubhhvu 'ohagnv kfk vaghu vaugu vag usck
if ihntna hnu /rehgu kkf uk xjhh,b vjkmvv ihtu ,"hav ,tn er tuv u,jkmv
?rag,hu ost vagh vn" :(:g) vsb wndv hrcsf /rag,hu sutn jhkmha vchx vhvh

 ruthcu /f"g '"vbuntc i,hu tahu 'vrujxc vcrh :ivk rntggggsssshhhhuuuuvvvvhhhh    iiiiccccvvvv,buufa 
/rag,ha vfzh z"hgu 'vzv khjv ,t hk vag hsh omugu hjf rnth tka ubhhv 'wndv

",uhubj ga," - Our Gemara says if one finds a piece of rac in the street & can’t tell if it came from one of the Kosher stores in town or one of
the non-kosher stores, we follow the majority of stores - "curv rjt ihfkuv". This is because we say "ahrp vcurn ahrps kf". If, however, one
went into a store but doesn’t remember which store he went into, since the stores are guce, we say "hns vmjn kg vmjnf guce kf". 
    There is a ohburjt ,eukjn how to assess the cur. Some learn simply that we follow the larger number of stores. The ost hhj says that we
also take into consideration the amount of meat [zy gucev rga 'ost ,bhc]. For example, if the Treif store carries the most meat in town, even
if the kosher stores outnumber it, we will say the meat came from the treif store. The  [ot v"s]a"ar  says that if in a kosher store there were
40 pieces cut into quarters & 10 pieces cut into thirds & in the treif store there are only a total of 20 pieces, but all are thirds & the piece that
was found is cut in a third, we would still follow the kosher store!  [ws wzx ,urgv .cue]k"mz ibjkt wr  discusses the difference between following a
vezj & following a cur. When we follow a vezj the chazaka is not clarifying to us what happened. All it does is tell us that if we don’t know for
certain what has transpired, we don’t change the previous status. For example, if a husband threw a yd to his wife & it is epx uk cure epx
vk cure, we follow the vezj that she was always a aht ,at, so she remains an t"t. But based on this psak that she remains married, one
couldn’t now swear & say it certainly didn’t fall near her. However, when we follow a cur [ine t,hks], it is a rurhc & clarifies for us the ,uthmn.
    ibjkt wr brings a story [:tfe ,unch] where someone came to town & asked “Who here is from the house of txj? You should know txj
has drowned (;ux ovk ihta ohn).” Upon hearing this testimony, injb wr said with a vguca ka iuak, “The fish have eaten txj!” (oheuktv
txjk hruuf ukft). Based on this, the wife of txj remarried & the Chachamim did not object. R’ Elchanan says we see that even though it’s
cur that tells us one can’t survive in the ocean, based on the cur, R’ Yochanan was able to swear that txj had drowned.

 [wuy wp wd rga rauh hrga]k"mz ptea iugna wr     brings the y"uh dbug who asks if ,hmhm hyuj that were made vnak tka get mixed into & are
outnumbered by ,hmhm hyuj that were made vnak, can we follow the majority & any ,hmhm that comes out of this pile will be considered vnak?
Can cur create a new ihs on the ,hmhm that aren’t vnak & now make them vnak, or can curc kuyhc only remove an issur from an item &
tkhnn it is mutar? Here the cur would be giving over to the yughn it's vkgn of vnak? He brings the chmb that discussed a shaila that came up
where vmn that was baked vnak tka got mixed into a pile of vmn that was made vnak & the chmb paskened that cur works & a matza
taken out of this pile is considered vnak.                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Rabbeinu Moshe ben Nachman zt”l (Ramba”n) writes:
     “wjra rat ,c oauw - Why does the Torah mention Serach bas Asher in the middle of giving out the portions of the Land of
Israel if women do not receive a portion? Because Serach was the daughter of Asher’s wife (see Onkelos) from a different
husband who didn’t have any other sons. And as we find later by the Bnos Tzelafchad, who were the only heirs to their father’s
portion as he had no sons, the land went to them even though they where women. The same went for Serach bas Asher.”

A Wise Man would say: “Stick to the truth. I lie to myself all the time. But I never believe me.”   
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 ruy 'z:ym z"y 'd:uye 'sh'dh:sp s"uh ihhg (1)
s"p inhx ijkav lurg (2) d"b, j"ut

Mazel Tov to R’ Pinchos &Mazel Tov to R’ Pinchos &Mazel Tov to R’ Pinchos &Mazel Tov to R’ Pinchos &
Helen Hoffman on the Birth ofHelen Hoffman on the Birth ofHelen Hoffman on the Birth ofHelen Hoffman on the Birth of
2 Great-Granddaughters this2 Great-Granddaughters this2 Great-Granddaughters this2 Great-Granddaughters this

week, Ayala Hinda Guttman &week, Ayala Hinda Guttman &week, Ayala Hinda Guttman &week, Ayala Hinda Guttman &
Leah Hoffman. May they onlyLeah Hoffman. May they onlyLeah Hoffman. May they onlyLeah Hoffman. May they only

enjoy nachas from them. enjoy nachas from them. enjoy nachas from them. enjoy nachas from them. 

:ct asuj skun
 dtyargbts
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ohekj 4 yhn 

9:23 - t"rdv q gna ,thre inz | 8:47 - t"n q gna ,thre inz | 8:04 - ,ca ,urb ,eksv | 6:51 - e"ag vjbnv dkp
9:33 - o, ubhcrk q f"vtm | 9:11 - ohcfufv ,tm e"amun | 8:21 - asue ,ca vnjv ,ghea | 10:36 - t"rdvqvkhp, inz ;ux
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (48). Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
Bittul: Nullification. Making Smoothies. We explained last
week that even though nullification takes place when there is sixty
times of heter more than issur, one is not permitted to intentionally
cause it to happen. One cannot throw issur into heter to cause
bittul, and even if it fell accidentally into less than sixty, he cannot
add more heter to achieve bittul. Also, if there is a mixture where
even sixty doesn’t help, like a full creature (vhrc) whose
importance defies bittul, he is is not permitted to chop up the
creature to cause bittul. In all these cases, if he did it on purpose
the mixture is forbidden to him and to all those it was done for.
This brings us to the common question of making smoothies,
where one purees fruit or vegetables into a drink from items that
are or may be infested. Is that called intentionally causing bittul?
A Different Intention. There are many places in Shulchan
Aruch where permission is given to do a different activity for
reasons other than bittul, even though one knows that he is also
causing bittul (1). There are a number of conditions to be able to
use this heter. 1) There must already be a mixture (that is not yet

  

      

batul). One cannot make such a mixture even with other
intentions, thus, one cannot add a non-kosher preservative or
antioxidant, even though his intention is for preserving and not
bittul. This is the opinion of most Poskim as explained in Aruch
Hashulchan (2). 2) Only if there is a possible issur do we rely on
a different intention permitting it, but not if there is a definite, or
close to definite issur in the mixture. [There are Poskim, listed in
Darkei Teshuva (99:36) who do not require this condition, but
the ruling of contemporary Poskim is not to rely on them.]  
Defining Non-Intentional Bittul. From the sources who permit
unintentional bittul there is only proof to cases where one would do
the same thing even if there was no issur involved, such as buying
items for making smoothies. If he bought them and then decided
because of infestation to puree them, there is no source for heter.
Conclusion. If one bought items to puree, it depends on how
common it is to find insects. If most of the time, these items
contain insects, than one cannot puree them. However, if they are
only sometimes infested, or by washing them they reach that
level, one is permitted to puree them into a smoothie.



     Why was Korach considered a wicked rasha and not a “champion of worthy causes” while Pinchos was termed a zealot, a
lover of Hashem, rather than an impulsive murderer? The answer is one word. KAVANA! Intention. A person’s true intention
is the underlying cause for his actions. Korach had only one intention in mind when he “championed his cause.” It was himself.
He was obsessed with his own honor and glory. Pinchos, on the other hand, had one and only one motive in mind. HASHEM!
Pinchos loved Hashem with his whole heart. His act of killing was 100% for the sake of Heaven. Had there been even one
fraction of a percent of an ulterior motive, his act would have been considered murder and deserving of punishment.
     In order to strive for zealousy and a pure act for the sake of Hashem, we must delve deeply into our hearts. We need to ask
ourselves in the midst of our actions, “Why am I doing this? For my own prestige? For the sake of my children? Because of
what people will say? Or to honor Hashem?” Once we are honest with ourselves and what our true motives are, we can then
channel them for the sake of Heaven. We can turn every simple act into a great mitzvah of giving kavod to Hashem! We can
uplift our entire lives by taking the time to THINK and turn every single thing we do in to a real Kiddush Hashem!
     As we enter this period of Bein HaMetzarim, a time to work on rebuilding the Bais HaMikdash through Ahavas Chinam, we
can apply this idea to others as well. We can never really know what other people are thinking. We are often quick to pass
judgment on others because we only see their actions - we don’t know their true intentions. And as we’ve just stated, it is the
intention that counts. Judging people favorably means that I say to myself when people act is a questionable way, “I cannot
judge! I really do not know what they are thinking.” This is a wonderful way to create good feelings and a pact of peace with
everyone around us! Let us always have good intentions so we can turn everything into a mitzvah with the right kavana.

    This posuk is seemingly out of place. While listing the descendants of Reuven, the Torah mentions the demise of Dasan and
Aviram, and concludes with the Bnei Korach, who are from Shevet Levi. Targum Yonason ben Uziel elaborates on this
posuk saying, the Bnei Korach didn’t follow their father’s plan; rather they adhered to the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu. The
question is obvious. How did the Torah of Moshe dissuade them from following the evil scheme of Korach?
     A possible machshava can be as follows. The power and influence of a blatt Gemara, or any Torah for that matter, inspires
one to abide by the truth, no matter who or what may dictate otherwise, and this is what saved them from their father’s fate.
     Additionally, I saw the following thought from R’ Moshe Shmuel Shapiro zt”l. He says that the Targum isn’t referring to
the actual Torah per se; rather the mere fact that Hashem directed Moshe Rabbeinu to anoint his brother Aharon is Torah min
hashamayim. We see from here a deeper message as well. The obligation of a rebbi, or any moreh derech, isn’t only to
educate the next generation in Torah, but also to transmit the correct mesorah and proper hashkafa to their students, enabling
them to withstand all nisyonos and potential pitfalls. Such was the inspiration of Moshe Rabbeinu.
     Dasan and Aviram, from the very outset of Yetzias Mitzrayim, were the antithesis of this, displaying an insubordination and
rebelliousness hard to imagine. Therefore, the Torah wishes to show us the contrast between these reshaim and the Bnei
Korach, who humbled themselves before Moshe. Perhaps that is why the Torah closes with the aforementioned posuk.
      Let us do our best to inspire the next generation in all areas of Yiddishkeit: Torah, mesorah and yiras shamayim, and
through this, may we all be zoche to see the coming of Moshiach, Amen, Kein Yehi Ratzon!                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// uvhekj ic uvhnrh hrcs(t-t whnrh)

h,nj ,t chav ivfv irvt ic rzgkt ic xjbhp
 /// ofu,c h,tbe ,t utbec h"bc kgn(th-vf)

 wudu u,n tk jre hbcu(th-uf)

 /// ktrah hbc kg rpfhu uhektk tbe rat ,j, okug ,bvf ,hrc uhrjt ugrzku uk v,hvu(dh-vf)
     The incredible story of Pinchos ben Elazar actually began in last week’s parsha when Pinchos slayed an Israelite man
and Moavite woman while in the act of sinning. In the beginning of this week’s parsha, Hashem heaps praise on Pinchos
for his actions saying, “I hereby give him My covenant of peace. It shall be for him and for his descendants after him [as]
an eternal covenant of Priesthood, because he was zealous for his G-d and atoned for the children of Israel.” How could
it be that an act of violence could find such favor in Hashem’s  eyes? Rashi explains: “Just as man owes gratitude and favor
to someone who did him a favor, so too here, Hashem  expressed to him His feelings of peace.” The lesson here is less about
murder and more about Pinchos’ devotion to the preservation of Klal Yisroel. At a time when nobody else acted on Hashem’s
behalf, Pinchos took a stand and Hashem recognized his intention. Therefore, Pinchos is blessed rather than punished.
    Not long ago, Rabbi Yaakov Rahimi (a well-known speaker for Chazaq and Torah Anytime and a grandson of Rabbi
Michael Peretz of Mexico), received a phone call from a man who wanted to invite him to a seudat hodaya, a thanksgiving
celebration that one hosts after personally experiencing a miracle. The caller told him his name, which community he
belonged to, and which synagogue he davened in. Rabbi Rahimi thought that he recognized the name, but he didn’t really
know the person well and wasn’t sure why he was invited to his party. Still, he said, “Of course, if you invite me to a seudat
hodaya, I will come. What is it that you are thanking Hashem for and celebrating with a meal?”
     The caller responded, “I am lucky to be alive today. I almost passed away. One month ago, I was in the hospital with
Coronavirus and I almost died. But I survived, thank G-d, so now I want to make a seudat hodaya.”
     Rabbi Rahimi was happy to hear this. “Of course I’ll come,” he said, even though he still wasn’t sure why he was invited.
     When he arrived at the host’s home on the evening of the seudah, he was surprised to meet 17 other men who were also
present for the celebration meal. The eighteen people including himself were a random group; each man was from a different
shul, a different community, a different area. It just didn’t click for him why this specific group of people were there. He
remarked to the person next to him, “It’s so nice that he invited all of us to his celebration.”
     They all started talking to each other and the other man told him that he too had no idea why he was invited. He barely
knows the man who is making the seuda. “I got a phone call asking me to come,” he shrugged, “so I came.”
     Rabbi Rahimi told him, “Yes, the same thing happened with me. I don’t know why I was invited, but I’m here.”
     It turned out that all 18 men at the table had no idea why they were invited and they were all equally puzzled. Then, the
person whom the miracle occurred to, an older man of about 60, walked in and welcomed everyone to his party. He thanked
them all for coming and then said, “You all want to know the reason why I invited you. I’ll tell you what happened.”
     Looking around the long table, he smiled and began. “When I was lying in the hospital, practically dead from the virus, I
felt myself rising up to Heaven. The first person I saw was my mother, who had passed away a few years before. She
exclaimed, ‘What are you doing here?! Go back down!’ I answered her, ‘Ima, I want to go back down - but how can I?’
     “My mother waved off my answer. ‘No, you can go down. You want to know why? Look down there - just take a look!’
     “I looked down and what did I see? I saw all 18 of you, whom I invited to this meal. You were in 18 different places but I
saw you all in one glance while I was in Heaven. You were all sitting and saying Tehillim for me. In fact, at that precise
moment every single one of you was mentioning my name and my mother’s name in your prayers. Even though you had no
clue who I was, you mentioned my name and recited Tehillim for my complete recovery. My mother said to me ‘You see,
they are giving you the power to come back and live. You must go back,’ and the next thing I knew, I was alive again.”
     “My friends, you saved my life and that is why I personally invited each one of you to this seuda. Because while I was in
Heaven, you said Tehillim for me and now it’s my turn to say thank you for saving my life!” (Adapted from Ascentofsafed.com, Rabbi Y. Tilles)         
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 /// h,tbe ,t utbec ktrah hbc kgn h,nj ,t chav (th-vf)
llllyyyynnnn: The Apter Rov, R’ Avraham Yehoshua Heschel zt”l,
used to make the rounds to various cities. He would travel to
visit his Chassidim, as well as to inspire so many other
yidden who adhered to his loving words of wisdom.
   Once, while on one of his usual travels to visit his
Chassidim, it happened that he encountered a steep hill. The
Rov quickly descended from the wagon drawn by the rather
bony horse and ascended the hill afoot.
     Aghast, his Chassidim cried out, “Rebbe, why come down
from the wagon and climb this steep hill afoot, when the
horse is pulling the wagon up the treacherous road?!”
     “Because,” replied the Rebbe, “I am afraid the horse will
call me to a din Torah, a heavenly court case. It will claim
that I had no pity on it, making it shlep me up the hill.”
   “And if so,” said the Chassidim, “would the Rebbe not win

 

the case on the ground that the horse was meant for man’s
service? Surely, the Rebbe has nothing to worry about.”
      “Yes,” said the Rebbe, “there is no doubt that I would win
the case, but I would rather walk up the hill a dozen times,
then find myself in litigation with a horse!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: At Har Sinai, the Jewish Nation was raised to an
exalted level. From that time on, Hashem expects from us
more than he does from other nations. Hence, when Pinchos
saw a terrible sin happen in the midst the Jewish people, he
recognized a terrible breach in the exalted level of sanctity
amongst Klal Yisroel. Through his swift zealousness he was
able to halt the decline that usually follows such a breach.     
    This is truly an eternal lesson. As Jews, we must conduct
ourselves in a manner that is fit for the dignified level we are
meant to be on. Any action, performance or activity that
demeans our prominent stature, is subject to a zealous
offensive by the appropriate individuals.

    Throughout the period of Bein HaMetzorim, the theme of
the Haftoros focus on the Churban. This week is the the first
of the "t,ubgrups t,k," - “three (weeks) of calamities.”
Hashem informs Yirmiyahu HaNavi of the impending
disaster and the Navi attempts to rally Klal Yisroel to
teshuvah in the hopes of averting the looming catastrophe.
   Chazal note that any generation in which the Bais
HaMikdash is not rebuilt is considered it as if it was
destroyed in their time, and any and every tragedy – both
communal and personal – is meant to be lamented over
during this three-week period.
   This past week, Klal Yisroel lost a giant of a man with the
sudden and shocking petira of HaGaon R’ Shmuel Yehuda

Levine zt”l (Rosh HaYeshivah of Telshe Chicago). Many
people will attest to R’ Shmuel’s full devotion to K’vod
Shamayim from an extremely young age and how he was
always a cut above the rest in his Avodas Hashem. Just hours
before his petira, he emphasized to his talmidim that the three
weeks are a time of Middas HaDin and that it is incumbent
upon each and every Jew to think hard and try to understand
how it relates to them on an individual level.
   But just as the Haftorah concludes on a positive note, R’
Shmuel remarked that in the end, Middas HaDin does bring
about good things. It often brings salvation to those in need as
well as an increase in Torah and Tefillah which in turn brings
about more Kavod Shamayim. Yehi Zichro Baruch.
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