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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos for the Yom Tov of Shavuos
Drinking Throughout the Night. Many people maintain the
old custom of staying up the whole night of Shavuos learning
Torah (some learn the specific topics set up by the Mekubalim
known as “Tikkun”). These people often drink hot coffee or tea
throughout the night to give them energy and help them stay
awake. There are a number of halachic questions regarding the
berachos on these drinks, both before and after.

1- Can one beracha exempt all the drinks all night even if there
might be long breaks? (9¥2y MY ¥15 12w (1)
2- What is the length of a break that might cause the first
beracha to expire and make it too late to say an after-beracha?
(MY Ny v MpT[30]'D N MpT[72] 2"y DY IN ¥ H2WN)
3- What are the time and volume amounts to surely necessitate
or surely not necessitate an after-beracha?
0P MOW X' MPT [4] 1 J99a NI D99 DN 19 N> 121wn)
(55%9 1N Y229 N PINI NIINN 13920 DPYN N
Solutions. Because of the above-mentioned doubts either of the
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1) One should make an initial beracha, drink one or two cups
and have in mind with his first beracha to drink now and
“decide later, after the nymnx 15713, if he’ll drink more.” In
this first “drinking session” at some point, when a hot drink
cools down, some of his drinking should consist of 3 oz. in a
4-min. span (if possible in a 15-second span) and he should
say "mwa X" after his cup(s). If he later feels he needs to
drink more, he should repeat the above.

2) If one feels that he needs to drink constantly, perhaps to keep
himself awake, he should say one beracha for the whole
night and try to not let any 30 minutes go by without a sip of
his drink. Regarding the m»nx N3, he should make sure at
some point during the evening to have 3 oz. in a 4-min. span
as mentioned above, and not forget the MmN 1572 at the end
of the evening. Alternatively, he should sip small sips and not
consume more than one ounce in any 4-min. span. Then, he
does not need to say a YN NOM1.

IMPORTANT NOTE: These halachos apply all year round

two following methods is recommended. to those who drink tea/coffee while they are learning.
3 PV — MOV 4TD PIITT — DY P

"apms *3p21 3m=3 62" - The Mishnah says if a wow brings a v from on T he must say ONNY »92)212) %92, 134 says since the halacha
is that the v must be written "nwb” and in ©n Ny they are not WS M5Na PP, we are concemed that maybe it wasn't written b,
50 we make the now attest to the fact that it was and it is “w>. &34 holds our concemn is that the Sya might later claim this va is a forgery and
since it was written and signed overseas, we might not find anyone local that can confirm the witnesses signatures, so he must say n"9215"92
and also that it was written and signed by these witnesses and it's not pwi. The [ -2"p vl ¥ w says that the mow must say nha 59 at the
time he gives the wife the va. If he fails to do o, he must take it back from her and give it to her again while saying the words onn »a212n93 %92,

The X9 brings a & that n")9215"92 must be said in wmipn peb. If the mbw is an yxn oy and can't say the words, then we explain to him
the translation of the words and have him repeat the words in (¢ ) after us. The 990 ©"nn [»en1n] brings a proof to this from the Gemara
['»] that na really holds that the mvow should say s naay nnwd 593, but we are concerned that since this statement is a bit lengthy, he
might omit some words and that would invalidate the Get. The Gemara asks that even in the short version of only saying n"9213"a1 he might stil
leave out a word and explains that 1 word out of 3 he might omit, but 1 out of 2 he won't. In other words, by saying on3»a3 - 2 words, he won't
leave out one of them, and when saying o »9a he won't leave out one of those words either. Explains the 1o o"nn this is all well in pnw>
where he can say this statement in 2 words, but in other languages it might take more than 2 words to get this point across. This could be the
reason why it should be said n>>nns5 in wnp Pwb. The X0 concludes that TayTa if it wasn't said in wipn b it's still awa. The N30 Mva
['nop o] argues and says that even nonno if said wb pwba, itis v, as we see even the actual vy may be written in any language.

POAMP OMN ' [INNN D NPT YW] brings the X' that the reason a mmd 9 is called a vy, is because the letters y and "o are never
found next to each other in 15w nmnin o, This is a npnnb Yo, so we use these 2 letters to form va. R’ Chaim asks that the letters x'v 0"t 7"
"D, 0" are also not found together! So why not use them? He answers that maybe because » and v are the first 2 letters not next to each other...

The 9970 0"nn says that the nom wanted to open the masechta with something that wasn't mmy s, like divorce usually is, so he began the
first Mishnah with a case where the bya sends a v from overseas [on Ny 11 VX M) for her benefit in order that she doesn't remain an
. He brings a wa to this: the nvi of "~ = "y This is the opposite of "pyya yn N8N N7 DN
The Alter of Marinover shlita would say: ﬁ,‘?@ﬁ},&', ﬂ%ﬂ ,I'f\l‘,ﬂ,ﬂ

“After Bnei Yisroel told Moshe, ‘All that Hashem says, we will do and we will hear,” Moshe brought their response to
Hashem. He did not have to because obviously Hashem knew what they said. We see this from the fact that when Moshe
returned to Hashem to relay their answer, Hashem tells him, ‘I am going to come to you.” Why doesn’t Hashem wait to hear
their reply? Because he knew their reply already and even so He directed His words to Moshe. However, Moshe didn’t need to
give over their reply; it was only out of sheer humilty that he directed Hashem’s attention to all the people - not only himself.”

[ vappIma mepa MR AR (1) |

A Wise Man would say: “What is achdus? If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.”
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Chazal tell us: “V'Talmud Torah K ‘neged Kulam - Learning Torah is equal to all mitzvos.” What is the meaning of this
statement? If it means that learning Torah is more important than honoring one’s parents, visiting the sick and all the other
mitzvos, then why even bother to mention them at all? Should we not just spend all of our time exclusively learning Torah?

The Yom Tov of Shavuos is a wonderful time when many chassidim travel to distant cities to be with their mentors as
the holiday is primarily based around the concept of Torah learning and a reacceptance of faith. It is a period of time that
fosters a feeling of rebirth, and a tremendous pride to be a member of the Jewish Nation - the Chosen Nation. Who better
to spend it with than with one’s Rebbe? To spend Yom Tov attending the Rebbe’s tish is an unforgettable and uplifting
experience of immense proportions. In the olden days especially, and even today, thousands upon thousands of chassidim
leave their homes and opt to bask in the holy and rarefied presence of the Tzaddik, the Rebbe, who imparts lofty words of
Torah and Chasidus, Sherayim (leftover food) and life-altering messages to the eager and adulating masses.

A chassidish boy of about 11 years old was stuck at home in Bnei Brak for Shavuos one year. Most of his friends had made
their way to Yerushalayim to be with their Rebbe for Yom Tov, but this boy couldn’t afford the bus fare to get there, and so he
stayed home for Shavuos. He was despondent and embarrassed, and didn’t want to venture to any of the chassidish shtieblach
to be with other “nebach’s” who weren’t able to go. Instead, for the first time in his life he entered the Beis Medrash of
Ponovezh Yeshiva after the seudah on Shavuos night, and sat down in a corner to say Tikkun Leil Shavuos.

A few minutes later, a bochur came over and asked him to move, since this was his seat. Shortly after he found another
place to sit, someone else asked him to relocate for the same reason. The scenario repeated itself seven times, and as the boy
just stood there helplessly scanning the cavernous Beis Medrash for an empty place, he felt a tap on his shoulder. He turned
around to see an older man who smiled at him and said, “Are you looking for a chavrusa? I need a chavrusa, do you want to
learn?” The young chasid agreed and they found a place right upfront. The two sat together and learned Maseches Shabbos
for five hours straight, and it was only in the morning that this eleven-year-old boy found out that his chavrusa was none other
than the Rosh Yeshiva of Ponevezh, R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach z¢”’l! “V’Talmud Torah K’neged Kulam”!

Of course, the literal meaning of the words must also be understood; that after all is said and done, there is not anything in
the world as precious, as valuable, and as potent as actually learning Torah.

Shortly after joining the prominent Mir Yeshivah in Yerushalayim, a bochur was surprised and even somewhat shocked to
learn that the elderly lady working diligently in the yeshivah kitchen was none other than the widow of the eminent late Rosh
Hayeshivah, R’ Chaim Shmulevitz z¢”I. He saw her working hard in the kitchen every day and he felt uncomfortable that
she was performing a menial job in order for him, a simple yeshivah student, to be able to eat.

He spoke about it to a friend and together they decided they had to do something to somewhat alleviate her burden. The
next morning, they lingered around until breakfast was over and everybody had left the dining room. As Rebbetzin Shmulevitz
began stacking up the many milk crates in order to drag them outside for the milkman to pick up as he delivers the milk early
the next morning, he and his friend jumped into action. They quickly entered the kitchen and before Rebbetzin Shmulevitz
could say anything or stop them, they stacked the milk crates and dragged them outside for the milkman to pick up.

As they came back inside to go upstairs to the Beis Medrash, Rebbetzin Shmulevitz came over and thanked them profusely
for their tremendous assistance. She then added, “Uber zolst vissen az tzum blatt Gemara kumt ess nisht!” which loosely

translates as, “As appreciative as I am of your help, you should know that sitting and learning a blatt Gemara is a greater and |\

TN TT PIN WM 1PIR TOWI NPYH ey T Ay g, 4 4
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An almost universal minhag among Klal Yisroel is eating a milchig seuda, or at least kiddush with a dairy pastry on Shavuos.

Grenop) 273 05 WA3 13T MNP o San

"C, Myriad explanations are given. The Mishna Berurah quotes a minhag to eat honey and milk which metaphorically refers to the

Torah, as it is written "¢ nnn 25M wa71". The Chofetz Chaim (elsewhere) asks: this seems to contradict an explicit posuk,

R "watn opmny. The Torah is sweeter than honey, not just equal. I saw an answer as follows. The Rashba writes that honey

has two powers. If a small piece of an insect would fall into it, the honey would have the ability to transform it, over time, into

g honey. It also has the koach to preserve a complete object. (See Bava Basra 3b) The Torah too has these unique aspects of

honey - to transform something and alter its actual physical makeup. So both are true - the Torah is sweeter than honey. Yet

© | the Torah is also equal to honey in its ability to effect a transformation. This is why the word "Non" which appears by every
¢ | korban mussaf, is conspicuously missing by mussaf of Shavuos. Because when one accepts the Torah, its honey elements kick
‘| in and converts him into a different person. Thus, not only are the sins no longer his, it’s as if he never sinned!

Chazal tell us: {035 ") YWyaT N8y O 951", Why is there is an emphasis on 055? Seemingly the holiday celebrating the

s | Torah should be completely ruchniyus! Perhaps we can say the following machshava, a homiletical teitch. Other Yamim
w&| Tovim help elevate us to attain new levels in ruchniyus. Shavuos is when Hashem says, "022 » yy2a" - “I need you™! Your

essence changes, and you become a new person. One who takes his Torah learning seriously knows how it impacts his entire

= being. This happens every year on Shavuos with a new Kabbolas HaTorah. Let us all be mekabel the Torah b’simcha ¥WNY'

& | /TNX291 7NN - in unity and B”’H witness "DPIND XN N ) TWT2 NN NNX' with the coming of Moshiach wi»a nynna! Amen!
&

ones. These she could even use after the wedding!

YT 93T B2 Swn
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"G m: “Mazel Tov!” cried the excited crowd as the newly
| engaged chosson and kallah walked in the house. They

looked shyly at each other, beaming with joy. Thus, began

&1 extensive preparations for the upcoming event. The siblings of

each side began the phone call marathon, booking all the

(t relevant appointments. The chosson went shopping for his

new attire and his parents began making all the necessary

'| arrangements pertaining to the wedding. Expensive or not, a
g% | wedding is a festive event well deserving of all the expenses.

Except for the kallah. She reasoned that it was ridiculous

42| to spend such enormous amounts of money on a gown,

flowers, and the like, when its only going to be used for four

»“ hours. Instead, she went to a local department store and
A picked out a beautiful dress, far less costly than the usual

"C, elaborate gown. She got fake flowers for half the cost of real _dedication to this one-of-a-kind, exciting event!
o | D2WR ARRLR TP MINAN MRN MNAY P2 eprroriar MIDDOS TOVOS FROM 9,4 S &
"C, y 4 THE WELLSPRINGS OF R GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO ﬁﬂ)ﬁ@ ﬂ;’,ﬁﬁ
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When the parents of the chosson found out what she was
doing, they were quite disappointed. After discussing it with
the appropriate parties, they called off the shidduch. They
called the shadchan and explained their decision: “A wedding
is a commitment of dedication between two sides. This is an
extremely exciting time and an enormous amount of
preparation goes into it. This girl is apparently not dedicated
and therefore not very excited. Therefore, this shidduch is oft!”
Ywn3: When Klal Yisroel received the Torah, explains R’
Shimshon Pinkus z¢”’l, we were so dedicated to this new
commitment that we automatically cried out, “Naaseh
V’Nishma - We will do and then we will listen!” This is the
theme of this holiday. There aren’t any special mitzvos we are
commanded to perform on Shavuos, rather Chazal command
us to enjoy lavish meals and joyous celebrations, to show our

Shavuos means weeks. The Chag HaShavuos is actually dependent on the weeks that precede it. We are counting the weeks.

more worthwhile use of your time!” “V’Talmud Torah K’neged Kulam”! (Adapted from Portraits of Prayer, by Rabbi Eliezer Abish)

A-R ONPIT) . TR D20 BTV
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Chazal say that in every generation, a person should

consider himself as having personally received the Torah on
Har Sinai. In the Haftorah of the first day of Shavuos,
Yechezkel HaNavi is shown a most outstanding vision ofthe
Almighty. Yechezkel is standing at the river Kvar while in
exile in Bavel, where he sees the holy Shechina atop a
Divine, throne-like chariot. The chariot is held up by a group
of four-faced living creatures. Those creatures were angels
with their legs fused into one single, rigid leg.

R’ Avraham HaKohen Pam z¢’I quotes Chazal who say
that a practical lesson may be learned from this fact. The
Gemara (Moed Kattan 17a) states: “If a Rebbi resembles an
angel of Hashem, then seek Torah from his mouth” - this is

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

based on the words of Malachi HaNavi, “For a Kohen’s lips
shall guard knowledge, and teaching should be sought from
his mouth, for he is a messenger of Hashem,” (Malachi 1:7).
Rav Pam then quotes the Baal Hafla’ah who explains how
a Kohen is compared to an actual Rebbi. He says that the
characteristic of an angel is that it is an "10y" - a stagnant
being, who stands in one place in time with no chances or
opportunities to grow any higher than it already is. In this
manner, a Rebbi, one who imparts Torah wisdom to others,
must learn to accept the fact that he is required to put his
student’s growth above his own. Therefore, a Rebbi is akin to
an angel, and his self-sacrifice for his students’ benefit makes
him worthy of having them “seek Torah from his mouth.”

¢ | Shavuos is the day that the world has been waiting for since the beginning of time. It is the day we make “shavuos” promises.
®%.| We promise Hashem that we will refocus on our goals. We will realign our lives to fulfill the purpose for which we came here.

IS Y 23T YN

% in Heaven and not be given to man. Hashem said to Moshe Rabbeinu, “Answer them.” Moshe held onto the kisei HaKavod and

When Hashem was preparing to give the Torah to Am Yisroel, the angels argued that the Torah is so holy, it should stay up

asked them, “Were you in Egypt that Hashem took you out? Do you have parents to fulfill the mitzvah of Kibud Av V’aim?”
Did the angels not know this? They realized that Torah observance does not apply to them. So, why did they want it to stay in
Heaven? The answer is because Torah has many levels. On a deeper, higher level, Torah does apply to angels. They said, “Tein

Y lanu m’hodcha.” Let us keep the Torah on the highest spiritual level. But what Moshe was telling them was that if you cannot

keep Torah on ALL levels, even on the simplest level, then it is not for you. If the Torah was given to US, then it is OURS.

| rt, Whether it is fulfilled on the most simple level, or on the deepest, most spiritual level, Torah was given to us. And only the holy
x| Nation of Yisroel, with our physical bodies and exalted neshamos, can truly appreciate and fulfill the Torah on all levels.

The Jewish people are the perfect match for the Torah. Hashem, who is the Master Shadchan of the Universe chose us to be

,“ ‘"'”,\,, the shidduch for His Torah which means that Torah matches our neshamos. Every single Jew has a connection to Torah. Even
¢ '|if we don’t have the head to understand the depths of Torah, we all have a heart to love Torah. It is this Jewish heart that has
X:5| kept the fire of Torah alive throughout our history. It was the love for Torah that burned in the hearts of Yidden in every

generation, which is the reason why we are all here today. Wishing all of Klal Yisroel, a wonderful and uplifting Chag Sameach!




