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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos During These Trying Times (55)

Chazaka B’Mitzvos. When the Regular Baal Koreh Comes
Back To Shul After a Long Quarantine. Question: In our
congregation, our Baal Koreh has been away for about a year
due to his “perception” of his need to be quarantined, due to the
virus circumstances. In the meantime, we have been using
another capable Baal Koreh to lain each Shabbos. Now, the first
one has started to come again to shul. Does the right to lain
revert back to him or does it stay with the present Baal Koreh?
Or perhaps it’s up to the congregation to vote on the issue?
Answer: If the first Baal Koreh was away for a reasonable
time due to real and important circumstances, perception, etc.,
the right to lain in shul reverts back to him.
Background and Reasons. There are sources in Halacha that
once a person “has a chazaka” [see further for definition] on
performing a certain mitzvah, it cannot be taken away from him
). Even though there are opinions that this only applies if one
purchased the right from the 7zibbur, we follow the other
opinion that even without any purchase, the chazaka can be
created by just having done it, as is clear from the Mishna
Berura (. The nature of this halacha. according to the Radvaz
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@ is for “Darkei Sholom” - setting up a rule that minimizes
arguments, or to remove suspicion that he does not do it anymore
because he was found to be unworthy. Shu’t Zera Avraham @
says another reason. Just like the Yerushalmi at the end of
Horiyos learns from a posuk that the beams of the Mishkan that
“had the right” to be in certain important positions, maintain that
right and don’t get switched to other positions, similarly a person
that had a chazaka to do a mitzvah does not lose his right to it.
How Many Times is a Chazaka? The Pri Megadim (5) holds
that one only achieves a chazaka after doing a certain mitzvah
three times. However, the Yaavetz () holds that doing it one
time is enough. The Mishna Berura (7) writes that our custom
is to do like the Yaavetz.

Circumstances Beyond His Control. If one person has a
chazaka and then was unable to do it for a while, the RM’A )
and Mishna Berura () rule that afterwards, the mirzvah goes
back to him. In this case, where the Baal Koreh was not in shul
for a lengthy period of time and there were reasons for his long
absence, even though there might be different medical opinions
who disagree with him as to the amount of time needed,

neverthg%ss, the right to lain does go back to the first Baal Koreh.
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YT N PME3 MisD SN now s e - The Gemara [:n9] learns that mway miprais maw nmvt. There is a Tumultin omwx if we say
Shabbos is mmnT or nmn in cases of way mipa. If we say mmn, that would mean that the o is still there but mway mip»a overrides &
supersedes the issur. If we say it's nimn, the oo aren't even there. The 39230y 079910 [ N'9 XY w'K12 NaIm] explains, it's akin to
the 211 of cooking on V" for way Haw which is completely ~mn & it's like 5. Here, naw would be treated like 5. One might ask, what is
the pnif we say maw is "namn’” or "N, either way the halacha is the same and we are permitted to be X 11y to save a life?
Rashi in [ty ©no9] says that %1 "mnT” mvmv & a Mm% 137 may be brought in a state of fumah. But it's not a 9 0 &
therefore only if no ©mnwv oMM may be found, may we bring it nvmwva. Even so, we still need the v to be nxn & be pwon the yap.

The X"awqn n"w [V"970] brings a noxw from the 4"anA. If we have a "o 11 ww no)N” who needs to eat on maw, but all we have is
some N2 or a Mona that would need nwnw, which is preferable to do? Feed the NS the n52 which is a D, or shecht the animal which
is an N»po MN? The N'aw answers that this will depend on if we say maw is "namn” or "mmn7”. If we say namin then Shabbos is like a
weekday (>1n) & we may do whatever is needed. If it's mmnT than the naw mow s still there & we should try to minimize the omwoox.

The y*9 [y 972 'neT] brings this 77axn nbxw & says that even if maw is only mmn, we should still vnw the animal. Because although
eating n>2y is more Y, by eating many o> he will be 12 many owxd. But to vnw an animal, although it's very “won it is a one-time
Tor. The nma mwn [ n"ow] gives 3 reasons why we shecht rather than feed him n»a3. 1) Some Rishonim hold that Shabbos is nmn,
which allows us to n>nna5 vnw. 2) If we feed the n>>23 05N, he may not eat it because no»ay is disgusting to us. 3) He brings the sevara of
the Y"1 that it's better to be oiver one big wb of nopo than numerous small 5. R’ Chaim Brisker zt” was known to be lenient with sick
people when it came to fasting & naw mabn. He was once quoted as saying ‘Really, I'm not 5p»in naw mon - 'm »onnon mwey mippa.”
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R’ Moshe Sofer z¢”’l (Chasam Sofer) would say “’:’n:?:;f?;)’z?\:;; o Baospn7) 008
“yy N SN MDA 5 PN NV NW NNYY - Chazal tell us that mann tasted like whatever food a person desired. For those
who craved quail, it had the taste of quail. What, then, was the complaint at Kivros HaTa avah? The Erev Rav said they
had, ‘nothing but the mann before our eyes.” While the mann tasted like all kinds of food, it did not change its appearance.
It looked like mann even when it tasted like other foods. If someone cannot see the food he is eating, he is not satisfied
(Yoma 74b). It was due to the lack of satiation, not the lack of the taste of meat, that the Erev Rav complained.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Some of the most basic facts of life are also the most obvious. For example, you can observe a lot by just watching.”
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One of the great Sephardic Chachamim of the previous generation was Chacham Rabbeinu Yehudah Tzadka zt”’],
Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivat Porat Yosef in Jerusalem. Rav Yehudah was a Tzaddik who was characterized by his love of
Torah and Talmidei Chachamim, as well as his desire and alacrity to perform mitzvos. He lived simply, did not indulge in
any extravagances, and encouraged his students to be content without luxuries.

He maintained a tremendous level of Emunah and Bitachon in Hashem. Rav Yehudah placed his full trust in the
Almighty and there was nothing too big or too small, in which he did not see the Yad Hashem actively helping him.

It is told that one winter, the furnace in the Tzadka home finally gave out and it was clear that a new system would be
necessary to ward off the bitterness of the cold Jerusalem winters. Rav Yehudah was walking to yeshivah one day and he
happened to pass an electrical appliance store. He paused and looked inside. Indeed, they sold furnaces and he was ready
to walk inside and see how much it cost. But then he stopped and realized that no matter what it cost, he couldn’t pay for it
since he had no money on him at all. He stood in the street facing the store and thought about what to do.

Suddenly, a man approached him and extended his hand. “Rabbeinu, Shalom Aleichem. I am so happy to meet you here
at this time. Honestly, I just happened to be in Jerusalem today and was walking by when I noticed the Rav. It is truly my
honor and good fortune. Please allow me to repay a debt from quite some time ago.” Rav Yehudah recognized the man,
but could not remember any debt that was owed to him by the man.

When Rav Yehudah asked about it, the man replied that a number of years ago, after his father had passed away, Rav
Tzadka traveled all the way from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv to attend the funeral. He delivered a moving and emotional hesped
for the man’s father, who was an old acquaintance of the Rav, and it was a great honor that he came.

“At the time,” said the man, “I thought about how nice it was that the Rav came and how I wanted to pay him back for
his expenses. Additionally, I wanted to show my appreciation by giving the Rav a little extra. Unfortunately, due to the
circumstances and the timing, I forgot and the Rav went back to Jerusalem. I had totally forgotten about it until this
moment when I happened to come to Jerusalem and what do you know - I meet the Rav in the street!”

The man pulled a wad of bills from his pocket and counted off a considerable amount. He handed it to Rav Tzadka and
apologized to him again from the bottom of his heart for taking so long to pay off his debt. Rav Yehudah smiled and
thanked the man for his graciousness and generosity. Although under normal circumstances, he would not take money or
gifts from anyone, in this situation he recognized the Yad Hashem and how much it meant to the man from Tel Aviv.

The man walked away and Rav Yehudah uttered a prayer of deep thanks to the Almighty for always seeing to his
needs. With the cash in his hand, he walked into the appliance store and inquired about purchasing a furnace. The store
owner told him the price and Rav Yehudah realized that although the man had given him quite a sum of cash, he was still
short a few hundred shekels. He still did not have enough money to buy the furnace, and with a pleasant smile, he thanked
the store owner and walked back outside into the cold Jerusalem street.

Once again, Rav Yehudah stood facing the store and mulled over his options. And just like the first time, the same man
from Tel Aviv came around the corner and walked right over to him. “Rabbeinu, again I must apologize. I only gave you
the money for coming and delivering the hesped. 1 forgot to give you money for your travel expenses. Here is the rest of

the money that I owe the Rav. Thank you again.” The man handed him another set of bills and walked away.

When Rav Tzadka looked down, he saw that the man had added a few hundred shekels to his “debt” - as it turns out, |\

the exact amount required to purchase the furnace. He smiled, thanked Hashem and walked back into the store.
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Although there are a few different parts to the Haftorah, it

begins with Zecharya HaNavi’s prediction of the future
return of the Shechina to Yerushalayim. Interestingly,
Zecharya seems to have used a redundant choice of words
when he joyfully exclaimed, “rejoice and be happy.” Why?

R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a (Taama D’Kra) explains
that there is indeed a difference between the words ™" —
“rejoice,” and ™" — “happy.” Based on the Malbim, he
explains that 7» is a word used to describe joy for
something new, while the word nnnw is used to describe
ongoing and continuous joy. While continuous joy is always
a good thing, a new joy holds a special place in a person’s
heart, and he will remember it forever.

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

When the Bais HaMikdash was still standing, the Jewish
people — and by extension, the entire world — felt the ongoing
joy of having the holy Shechina dwelling amongst them.
However, once the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed, that

feeling of joy was lost. Zecharya’s choice to use a double |\

word expression in his prediction, was to explain that when
Mashiach arrives and the Shechina returns to Yerushalayim,
there will be a double feeling of joy. It will feel like the nation
is born anew and the joy will be on par with the feelings of
", while simultaneously, the joy that was lost following the
destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, will return as if it had
never left at all, and once again permeate the people as before
— very much correlating to the feelings of nnnw.
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The Torah instructs Bnei Yisroel that when an assembly of the congregation is required, “You shall blow a tekiah (long

N”G blast) but not a teruah.” 1 saw a beautiful thought on this posuk prefaced with a story. The Darkei Teshuvah, one of the

Munkatcher Rebbes z£”’I, went to receive a beracha from Reb Meir of Premishlan z¢’l, before his chasuna. Upon arriving,

8| Reb Meir explained why we give a chosson a watch A watch has many components. If it stops working, the jeweler will

disassemble each part to determine the root cause of the trouble. The same thing applies to Yid as he embarks on building a

e bayis ne’eman. He, too, must realize that if his avodas Hashem is failing he must analyze each part of himself internally to

discover the core issue. But, said the Rebbe, this is only by an individual who can afford to “break” himself in order to “fix”

"C} | himself. A manhig who must inspire others, must always remain whole and steadfast. You, said Reb Meir, are destined to be a
4% 1 leader of Klal Yisroel so you can’t “disassemble” yourself. Thus says the posuk, "Dyn NN 9npna’ someone who leads, "ypnn'”
5| he must remain straight like a fekia, "wn N9V and cannot break apart. We are all, at times, leaders and in positions of
"C, leadership - parents, rebbeim, teachers and role models. We must show our children how to remain whole, steadfast, strong

and focused on what’s important. And only in the privacy of our confines can we afford to do our inner introspection.
R’ Chaim Kaufman z#’l in his sefer Mishchas Shemen says that this idea doesn’t only apply to leading others. Each
and every individual person has to sometimes be a “leader” over himself and not analyze himself time and time again.

"ﬁ\ %] Once you make a clear, decisive plan, follow through and “halr zich shtark”! Do not let your Yetzer Hara convince you
o, | otherwise. So, although the "nM8N” (trumpets) aren’t with us, their tekiyos must resound ever so strong in our hearts.

months, but a strange thing happened: for some inexplicable
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"C» Yom: There was once a chasid by the name of Reb Mottel
w| Gruman, who grew up in Warsaw at the turn of the 20th

century. He was a big, strong, healthy young man and when

Xl he received a draft notice from the Polish army, he was sure

that there would be no way for him to get a deferment like

"C, many others did, as he really had no excuse. He decided to

go to the Rebbe of Sochatchov, R’ Avraham Bornstein

&% 2¢”1 (Avnei Nezer) and plead for a blessing that he might
% .| be dismissed from military service.

The Rebbe knew his family well and as soon as he asked

*ﬁ":_: for a beracha, the Sochatchover replied, “You are a Levi

and the Torah says that Leviim do not serve.”
Young Mottel reported to the army base and when they
saw what a strapping man he was, he was instantly taken in

reason, nobody paid him any attention. It was as if he didn’t
exist. The military personnel simply forgot all about him and
he never once was asked to do a thing in the camp.

Meanwhile, Mottel had to eat so he found some crackers
and sardines, and drank a lot of water. Over six months time,
this meager diet wreaked havoc on his internal system and he
lost a lot of weight. He became weak, so weak that after a
while, he had trouble walking. When the camp authorities
finally noticed him after six months, they saw this weak, thin
Jewish boy and immediately sent him home!

Yem3: There are specific rules about what the Leviim may

and may not do. They serve Klal Yisroel and Hashem by
“keeping the charge” - in other words, they surround the
inner camp and assemble and disassemble the Mishkan
before and after each journey. But they have a unique
kedusha and they must be careful not to do other service.

"C, | and sent to a military camp far away. There, he sat for six
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The parsha of Lashon Hara is Parshas Shelach, next week, when the spies bring back an evil report about Eretz Yisroel.

If so, why does our parsha end off with the Lashon Hara of Miriam about her brother Moshe? The answer is that the
82 | episode of Miriam is a preface to understand WHY we speak Lashon Hara in the first place. We must understand the root
'| of the problem before we can begin to understand how to defeat it.

The Ohr HaChayim Hakadosh explains that Miriam and Aharon could not understand why Moshe had to separate

3 ' from his wife. After all, they thought, Hashem speaks to us as well and we don’t have to separate from our spouses! Their
=4%| tragic error was that they equated themselves with Moshe Rabbeinu. The Rambam (-1 nmnn »1o) writes that the M)
& | (prophecy) of Moshe was on a completely different level than any other prophet.

When Aharon and Miriam realized their grave error, they cried out to Moshe, “Do not cast a sin upon us, for we have
been foolish and we have sinned.” They realized the two parts to their sin - “We have been foolish” and “‘we have sinned”” -

& | implying that the foolishness was worse than the Lashon Hara itself! This is a tremendous lesson for us and perhaps the reason
®% | why this entire episode is written before we even begin the parsha of the Meraglim. In order that we should stop judging
6| each other with our own understanding and realize that everyone is different in the way he or she thinks and acts. No one is
,“ ;‘W"\‘.— necessarily right or wrong since there are many ways of looking at the same situation. The only CORRECT judgment call is

the one called judging favorably! I don’t have to agree with you, and I don’t even have to understand you but I DO have to

%] know that you are an individual who is entitled to do things your way, with your daas, and your nature. Judging others in a

favorable way - this is the ONLY way we will succeed in eradicating the terrible and destructive sin of Lashon Hara.




