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Kashrusin the Kitchen (80). Tevilas Keilim: Chatzitza the basket. There are two possible questions about this method.

There is another case of chatzitza where the person holding the  The first question is whether the water in the basket, which is not
utensil causes a chatzitza. The Mechaber rules () that if one the required volume of 40 sa’ah, is halachically connected to the

holds the utensil with a firm grip it is a chatzitza. He must hold it
loosely. The Shach () argues and says that even if one holds it
loosely, we are concerned he might not always hold it loosely
and thus one should not rely on this leniency. Most Poskim 3) do
not hold like the Shach, and one can rely on a loose grip. If one
wants to be machmir, or it is a heavy utensil where he will need
a firm grip, he should wet his hands in the mikva water ) before
the fevilah and then his grip will not cause a problem, because
mikva water is surrounding the whole utensil. One who does this
method should leave his wet hand in the mikva and pass from
the other hand into the submerged hand [Levush 120:2].

Lost Utensils. Many times people lose utensils during zevilah as
they can easily slip out of one’s hands. They sink to the bottom
of the keilim mikvah and cannot be retrieved. Certain mikvaos
connect a netting or basket to the walls around the mikvah to

rest of the mikvah to be called valid mikvah water. There is a
Halacha L’Moshe M’Sinai that if there is a connecting hole the
size of a drinking tube inserted into a water flask (Ton TMOV),
the two bodies of water are considered as one. A round hole with
a diameter of 5 centimeters fulfills this requirement. So does any
shaped round hole. Two or more small holes can combine for the
required amount (5). However, it is preferable to have a big hole.
If the basket is fully submerged, there’s an automatic connection
at the top. If the basket is not fully submerged, one should make
sure there is a hole with the above-mentioned dimensions, or at
least two or more holes that total these dimensions. If the basket
cannot hold any water the connection is automatic.

There is a second question about immersing a keli in an item that
is able to become Tamei. [This is not such a problem because
most Poskim learn (o) that this does not invalidate immersing the

catch fallen items and one can immerse the utensils over orin __keiljm.] This is solved by using a plastic laundry basket.
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s8N TR 8PN i - The Gemara brings that there was a man who gave a va to his wife on the condition that itis 5n only if he didn't retum
home before 30 days from now. On the 30" day he came back and needed to cross the river to reach home, but the ferry was on the other side
and he was stuck on the wrong side of the river. The man started yelling, "snmxeT w0 pxnxT wh'” - see that | am really home, I'm just stuck here!
onmw said this is not called “coming back” vmin v N5 and the va is Sn, because he did not arrive back within the time span he stipulated.

w9 explains that even though this man was an omx and normally we say v NN O, by po» the Chachamim made a mypn and said
o1 o PN and one cannot use the excuse that he was an oax. The X9 ' 257 ' 7'v] says if one made a nyxaw to do something on a
certain day, he should fulfill it immediately in the mormning lest he forget and be 7 his . If he doesn't do it right away but says he has plenty of
time left in the day to satisfy his <, and then he forgets or an o prevents him from completing his 5, the N brings 2 mww: N that he is
considered an o»x (oY %], and N that he is not an oax [N *evpn). The qow va ['1 31 'o 1"n] also brings this nmax nww that if one
delayed being o»p his 73 and on the last day was prevented from fulfilling it due to o, he is not considered an o»~! He brings that the i
of the NN is a Gemara in Yy, where if one sells a house in a i »y, he has 12 months to redeem it and buy it back. If he doesn', the
purchaser may keep it and it doesn't go back to the 12w by Sav. These purchasers would hide on the last day of the 12" month so the seller
couldn't find them and redeem it. yovn 55 was jra that the seller could deposit his money in 72 and break the door down and go in the house.
Says the nma, these sellers were really oomx! The buyers were hiding! So why did 55 need the mjm; they should be given a dispensation
and allotted more time because of onx? We see from here that one who waits fill the last minute and then an o occurs, is considered a yena.

The 90 s [0 2972 » "] says if one wasn't Y5amm while there was still time in the day thinking that he will have time to daven later, but
he continues to be busy and misses the time for n>>an, he is not a v or yena but is in the category of a "55amn X nyv" and may daven a
ymown noan. The ¥'w [N N'p "o N"N] paskens like the "y and in this case there is a 7 of ymbwn and he may daven a pbwn noan.

99NN ask on the nmxx from our Gemara. True, we don't care that he was screaming "t w1, and we pasken he is not an o, but that is
only because of the mypn of "puwa o P If not for this special myn he would be considered an o~ even though he waited till the last day! We
see that even at the last minute one can still be considered an oy. This is not like the TN, who holds that N oy DNow is a yeal "Ny
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R’ Moshe Sofer (Schreiber) z¢”’l (Chasam Sofer) would say: CSlu 2Ll L
“90y NN MY ... 292 >72yY - What was the 'nnx ny' that protected Kalev from the spies? The Zohar says that the spies were
scared to go into Chevron due to the massive giants living there. However, Kalev was more afraid of falling in with the spies
and so he forgot about his fear of the giants and went to Chevron to daven anyway. Thus, it says '1"12n Ty N2 - he (singular)
went to Chevron. Only he went. His 'nnx m~' was that he channelled his fear of the giants to fear of rebelling against Hashem.”
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‘When Rebbetzin Batsheva Kanievsky a”’h used to make challah every Thursday afternoon in her little kitchen in Bnei
Brak, many women would come to watch and join her as she made the dough, said the beracha and davened for Klal Yisroel.

Wiping her hands on her apron, with a wide smile on her face, she welcomed guests with the warmest “Shalom Aleichem,”
and made them feel like royalty as she offered cold drinks and showered them with heartfelt berachos. As a group was
escorted by the Rebbetzin herself into her tiny kitchen, she would tell individual people to stand near her and answer amen to
her berachos. Then, she would begin. There was absolute silence as the Rebbetzin sprinkled some flour onto the dough, then
placed her hand under the cover of the huge plastic bowl. She carefully separated a small piece of dough from the mixture and
held it aloft for all to see, proclaiming, “This is challah.” Rebbetzin Kanievsky then loudly made the beracha of hafrashas
challah, and all the women and girls present answered a resounding “Amen!”

Still keeping her hand with the piece of challah deep inside the bowl, the Rebbetzin whispered her special fefillos for quite
a long time. It seemed like many minutes. Nobody moved or made a sound as they watched her daven to Hashem. The group
just stared, in awe of such kavanah and devotion to the Ribbono shel Olam while performing a mitzvah.

After the Rebbetzin finished her tefillos for hafrashas challah, she began accepting slips of paper, almost like a Rebbe
accepting kvitlach, on which were written names and requests for berachos for various refuos and yeshuos. Rebbetzin
Kanievsky read each and every name out loud, gave a warm, heartfelt beracha, and all together, the women in her presence
would shout “Amen!” By the time the last name was read, there wasn’t a dry eye in the room. Their faces were literally
drenched with tears, so deeply and emotionally ensconced in the bakashos of fellow Yidden in need. That tiny little kitchen,
spilling into the hallway, was like a holy temple. Nobody wanted to leave. They all just wanted to absorb more and more of
Rebbetzin Kanievsky’s warm and loving presence. She would smile at each woman or girl and wish them a very good
Shabbos, with kol tuv. She heaped berachos upon every single Yid. It was a memory most will never forget.

The Rebbetzin passed away on Chol HaMoed Sukkos and her daughter, Rebbetzin Leah Kolodetsky ybl’’c took over
many of the chores and duties from her mother. One of the major things was that she began to make challah with women and
guests on Thursday afternoon, just as her mother did for so many years. Following the precise manner in which she saw her
holy mother do it growing up, to many it was as if a torch had passed, with the flame still burning bright.

A few weeks after she began making challah with women, Rebbetzin Kolodetsky realized that Chanukah was soon
approaching and that the Thursday afternoon of Chanukah would not be a good time for women to come since they have to
be home for Chanukah licht. She hung a sign on her door which read, “This Thursday will be Chanukah so we will not be
doing hafrashas challah together. B’ezras Hashem, we will continue again next week.”

That night, the Rebbetzin had a dream. Her mother, Rebbetzin Kanievsky, came to her and said, “Leah, why did you cancel
the hafrashas challah? Do you know how much nachas ruach it brings to Hashem in shamayim when you make challah with
the women?” Rebbetzin Kolodetzky woke up and thought to herself, I am sure this dream doesn’t mean anything. It is
probably my own guilty feelings for canceling the challah. So, she didn’t say anything to anyone and went through her day.
However, that night she went to sleep and her mother came again and said the same thing. Rebbetzin Kanievsky told her
daughter that it is so important to keep having her hafrashas challah events as it brings many zechusim to people.

After the second dream, Rebbetzin Kolodetzky realized this was real. She went to her father, R> Chaim z¢”’I and told him
about her dreams. He told her, “Take down the sign and make challah with the women even on Chanukah.”
Of course, she listened to the words of her father. Undoubtedly, Rebbetzin Kolodetzky hasn’t missed a week since.

oo e a1 gww A
(N-2 Je) .. 2o DN o
The Haftorah details the “spy mission” sanctioned by
Yehoshua Bin Nun prior to entering Eretz Yisroel, similar to
the mission arranged by Moshe Rabbeinu years earlier. With
Moshe, however, the mission was not met with success; it
actually created a lasting detriment for Klal Yisroel, to which
we are still feeling the repercussions today. Yet, Yehoshua’s
mission was still undertaken and was even considered
“good” by Hashem. Furthermore, it’s interesting to note that
in contrast, the group sent by Moshe succeeded in spying on
the land without getting caught while the group sent by
Yehoshua bin Nun was immediately discovered.
R’ Hershel Bournmiz shlit”’a explains that when detailing
Moshe’s group, the Torah writes "mWn" - which translates

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

as “to tour,” whereas when discussing Yehoshua’s group, the
Navi uses the word "5y 1" - which means to spy. The difference
between the two groups is quite contrasting. The meraglim sent
by Moshe went with the attitude that they were just going to

“tour” the land, a simple sight-seeing mission. But the two |\

meraglim sent by Yehoshua understood that their mission was
to actually spy on the land for Klal Yisroel’s benefit and report
back. In His infinite mercy, Hashem allowed Moshe’s
meraglim to continue their “mission” up until the last moment
before giving their report without getting caught, so as to give
them a chance to amend their bleak outlook on the land; the
two meraglim sent by Yehoshua were immediately discovered
since they had actually completed their mission right away.
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Chazal explain the reason for the blue techeiles as follows: 7257 XD WP WP YT OM O T NYON. Wearing fecheiles

"C, ultimately reminds us of Hashem. The question is why the long elaboration? Just say that fecheiles reminds us of the 172510 D>

without the metaphoric analogy? One answer I have heard is a person can’t “jump” so fast. He must proceed methodically, in

v paced stages, in order to get to his proper destination. Chazal broke it down to help us picture and actualize the analogy.

In the famous piyut, Shoshanas Yaakov, we say "7 n25n 71 omx12". What was so extraordinary and inspiring about

G Mordechai’s recheiles? Based on the above machshava we can say that the Yidden in Shushan had fallen to a low in ruchniyus

and could not climb out of it. But when they saw the fecheiles, the above Swn jolted them: indeed, the extrication need not be

%] in one shot. Rung by rung, slow and steady, will get them out of the quagmire. That was the cause for their joy.

Additionally, another machshava may be put forth as follows: The mitzvah of tzitzis is unique in the sense that it is

: '| obligatory for a man wearing a four-cornered garment. If he is not wearing such a garment, there is no rzifzis requirement. A
"C, person technically never has to wear #zitzis. Yet, at a time of Heavenly retribution, Hashem takes this laxity into account as

well. Why? Perhaps this is the crucial lesson. Not all mitzvos are black and white. Hashem wants to see how we perform in the

Jiw| grey areas as well. Do we have a real connection to Him or are we looking for the easy way out?

In Shushan, the Yidden went to Achashveirosh’s banquet, a party with all the right kosher certifications. Yet, it wasn’t

| rarzon Hashem and they were punished as a result. Seeing the techeiles reminded them of this concept and they renewed

their commitment, were N2NNN NN VAN, and zoche to yeshuos. M Y2 DNN D2 IPMIAND NYYY 19D DN NI DU 7'
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"G Yom: One Shabbos morning, as R’ Levi Yitzchok of
Y| Berditchev z¢”], made his way to shul, he met a young Jew

who was smoking a cigar in public, in a most bold-faced

%] manner. Surprised, R’ Levi Yitzchok stopped and said: “My

son, have you forgotten that today is Shabbos?’ “No,”

i answered the young man; “T know that today is Shabbos.”

R’ Levi Yitzchok heard this and countered, “Then surely

| you are not aware that smoking on Shabbos is prohibited?”

“No,” the brazen young man answered again. “I know that

& smoking is prohibited on Shabbos.”

“Aha” said the holy Kedushas Levi, “1 see what the problem

S| is here. Maybe your teeth ache and you think it permissible
<¥m| in such an event to use it as a remedy, even on Shabbos?”

“No, I do not need to smoke as a remedy. Nothing is

R’ Levi Yitzchok was nonplused for a minute, but then

raised his eyes to the heavens and exclaimed: “Ribono shel
Olam, what a wonderful people are your children, that even
their sinners have some merit left in them! For even such a
brazen-faced one as this young man, would rather condemn
himself by telling the truth, than hide his sins!”
%wna: The role of a Jewish leader - and in a sense, of each one
of us - is to advocate for our people, not to complain about
them. Of course, at the appropriate time and in the appropriate
manner, a leader is required to rebuke his people so they will
improve. But in speaking to Hashem, the leader’s obligation
is to pray on their behalf, to only emphasize their virtues and
good deeds. There are enough “prosecuting” angels in the
heavens, and they don’t need our help! Our focus must
instead be directed towards all that is beautiful about the
Jewish Nation. To implore Hashem that he should shower
His beloved people with joy, success and prosperity.

"C, hurting me. I'm perfectly sound and well.”
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When the Meraglim (Spies) returned after a forty-day visit to the Holy Land, they brought back damaging reports about the

NG | people who lived there as well as the integrity of the land. They also brought great calamity upon the Jewish people by causing

. | them to lose all hope of conquering and enjoying the land that Hashem chose for them. The people cried uncontrollably over
5 | their “misfortune” and as a result, Hashem informed them that on this day - the Ninth Day of Av - in many future instances,
"C, they will truly have what to cry about. As we all know, Tisha B’av is a day that was marked for terrible Jewish suffering.

The question that many ask is why? What was so terrible about the report of the spies? In essence they did exactly what

»“ ;‘T:} Moshe Rabbeinu directed them to do. Moshe sent them from the desert into the land and gave them explicit instructions. They
<& | spied out the land and reported on what they observed. They did not lie. What then did they do wrong?

The Netziv, R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin z#”’ explains that the meraglim were considered sinners because discussing
the shortcomings of Eretz Yisroel is an embarrassment to the KING - Hashem, the King of all Kings! They might have reported

| ‘rt,"“ what they saw, but they should have been more careful. It is very easy to find and point out flaws in others. To some people, it
¥ | really appears that nothing is ever good, everything is flawed. They are not satisfied with their spouse, their children, their job,
”' "] their neighbors (their mother in law!). This is a terrible attitude. One should realize that such an outlook is not just negative, it is
,“ "‘,\,{ sinful! This terrible middah, besides turning one into a miserable person, actually puts one into the category of rasha!

The reason why Hashem chose “light” as His first creation, before any other, is so that we should “see the light” so to speak,

% %] and illuminate every person in our lives with the glow of positivity and appreciation. This attitude will not only allow us to be

truly joyous - "nnnwa 'n NN YT2y" - but will put us into the category of Tzaddikim, for this is the mark of a truly righteous person.




