
ofng hbt ;t h,fkvu /hre hng o,fkvu hk urxu, tk vktc otu
 /// hbt od of,t h,hfvu hrec(sf'df-uf)vcua, thv ohruxhv ,hkf, - 

      t :h"arksud ohtur ubt 'ukt h"ar hrcsc ohbbuc,naf /hkt cuak 'hk urxu, tk
vhuyb ihsv ,shna vgac od uhnujr ktrah hbc kg tuv lurc trucv ka uhnjr
shcgs shaj v"cev ihta (:v ,ufrc) k"zj urnt vbvs /ohypa ovc ,uagk ovhkg
ot od 'uhkg ohtcv ,urmv kfc oatv tuv unmg ostva epx ihtu 'tbhs tkc tbhs
garn k-tk vkhkjw (th h 'sk cuht) cuht rnta unfu 'ohkcxb h,kc ohruxh kcux
itf ubt ohtur 'vbvu /wubthmnh aht jr«t$Fu uk okah ost kgp hf ///kugn h-sau
,utk,v kf rjt ot 'whk wurxu, tk otwa ktrah ,t rhvzn tuv lurc trucva
lhant zt 'whre hng o,fkvw cuau 'hrxun ukce, tk ihhsg ofhkg urcga ohruxhvu
,buuf vbvu /wofh,tyj kg gca hbt od of,t h,hfvu 'hrec ofng hbt ;t h,fkvuw
wsugw v"cev thcha (jh euxp) khgk h"arp rcf wofh,tyj kg gcaw urntc cu,fv
kg vbht uz ,uhbgrup 'rnukf /vkgnk ,uruntv ,urhcgv gca kg ,uhbgrup gca

 /vkgnk ,uruntv ,urhcgv i,ut kg ot hf ',ubahv kg uphxuva ohasj ohtyj
rcfa ,uaev ,urmvu ,uhbgrupvn ohrurn ugca rcfa rjt oda ',rnut ,tz    
vhuyb ihsv ,shn ihhsgu 'ovk hutrv abugv ,t ukce tk ihhsg 'osuen ovhkg utc
ohkukga sg 'vtkv vbun cu,fva hpf 'ohkcxb h,kc ohabugc ovn grphvk ovhkg
hutr ihsv ,shn smna /k"r ovh,ubcu ovhbc rac kuftku ,gsv ;urhy hshk tuck od
rej ihta oaf hf 'sckc ohtyj gca kg er ,uhbgrup vcrv lf kf kcek ostv
/uc usrna ukt kg tuck ohhutrv ohabugvk rugha iht lf 'tuv lurc trucv ,uksdk

 

 o,hagu urna, h,umn ,tu ufk, h,ejc ot
 /// o,t(d-uf)vru,c ,ukhng ihbgc - 

    i,tu rnut tuvaf ',umnv ouhe vz kufh 'ufk, h,ejc ot" :h"arpa vn gus
uhv,a 'ufk, h,ejc ot ohhen hbt vn tv 'runt ,umnv ouhe hrv 'urna, h,umn

 vz kg ;hxuvu /k"fg '"vru,c ohkngwwwweeeevvvv    oooohhhhhhhhjjjjvvvv    rrrruuuuttttvvvvkng cu,fv trea ogyu" :
ohguyb ovu wdu ohngp osnka ohrcs sunkk ukhpt vumn vc aha smk 'veuj vru,v
hf (d"p vcr ,kve) k"z urnta tmn,u eej veuj vru,v exgc wv .pj hf 'ukmt
snuk ostv vhvha lrc,h u,nfj vrzd shn, eajc vru, ostv sunkha ogyk
ihta 'ouan ubhhv '"euj" treb vru,c ,ukhngva ogyva rtucn hrv /k"fg '"jfuau
rzdba vchx oua vhv tk 'if ukhta 'vru,v ,t gshk tmnh, tfhv er ,ukhngv
vhvha 'w,h ubumr uvza 'g"bpc ,hkf, tuv ,ukhngva rtucn f"gu 'vjfa ,"hav

/vjfa ah okugv gcyc f"gu 'vzk vchx vag ,"hav f"gu 'vru,c kng ostv
 f"fu     kkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzz    ....hhhhccccuuuucccchhhhkkkk    hhhhuuuukkkkvvvv    oooojjjjuuuurrrrhhhh    wwwwrrrr    jjjjhhhhddddaaaannnnvvvv    iiiirrrrnnnnc,fu 'k"bv h"ar hrcs thcva '

urnta sg 'kng teus ot hf '"ihcvk" tk "sunkk" tk :rnukf" 'k"zu jhdanv
ubhhv tk ohjfua ubhhv tk ot hf 'jufak ubhkg vrzdba (dh 't r"ve ihhg) hnkaurhc

 

tuv sxj,n if kgu 'u,ub,uubg tmun v,t oa v"cev ka ,uksd ouenc okut    
lrg hpf ztu 'uhkt cuak ,urapt ostvk i,ubu ,uhbgrupv ,t cfgnu ostv og
',utur ubhbhga hpfu 'uhkg tuck hutrv 'rnv abugv ,t ubnn kych vcua,v
hf ,tzu 'vru,c vruntv vaev vjfu,v kkfk ktrah utc tk ,urusv curca
ostv ot od okut /,uhbgrupv in kmbhvk ohfuz v,ufzcu 'vcua,c ohkhdr ktrah
,cc ukund kf ,t uk okan ubhtu ohnjrc ung dvub v"cev vcua,v ,t vvan
'utyj kg cauhu vz hsh kg rrug,ha iumr lu,n ,menc uahbgn vkhj,cu ',jt
 /k"r uabugc shcfvk ihsv ,shnk rh,vkn xubn iht khgun ubht ygnv vzaf eru

  urxhhn v"cev iht vcua,c rrug,n ubht ostv ot oda 'ohtur ubt if kg r,h  
hcr rntw (/dx ,unch) trndc t,htsfu 'ohrjt ohfrsc urrugk vxbn ubhta sug kf
(z u 'd vhbpm) wtba ktrah khcac tkt okugk vtc ,ubgrup iht :tbhct rc rzgkt
'[ohnnua ovhksdn uagbu ohhudv ,t h,rfv vbv] wo,ubp unab ohhud h,rfvw
ovhrg usmb /[rcug aht hkcn ',ucrj o,umuj h,hag] rcug hkcn o,umuj h,crjv
h"g h,caj] rxun hje, h,ut htrh, lt h,rnt :shn ch,fu /wcauh ihtn aht hkcn

/[rxun hje, ovhkg tcv kundvnu 'hbpn htrh, uhafg ,ntc ohhudv isct
 okugva wudu wohekt trc ,hatrcw :k"zj urnta vnn if od ohbcun ohrcsvu   

,hkf, ov ktrah er ot 'tkph vrutfk hf /,hatr ohtrebv ktrah khcac trcb
trndv hp kg okut ?,hkf, ovc ihta ohud iunv v"c trucv trch vnk 'vthrcv
ot hf 'ktrahn ,uhbgrup gubnk hsf ohtc ift ukkv hf 'ohrcsv ohcah,n ohrfzbv
ifhv sg vzn ohturu /u,nj ovc rrugh vcua,k ktrah ,t rrugk v"cev lrymh
vnfu vnf hp uvurgmh ohhudv hagna gsh hf 'ktrahk v"cev ka u,chj ,gdn
/ktrahn ,uhbgrup gubnk hsf otrc f"pgtu 'ohgrvu ohrgufnv ovhagnc ktrahn
r,uh kngva vn kfu kngv er thv ,hkf,v kf hf jrfun hrv /vru,c ohkng

/ihbgv rtck c,fa uhrcs ,ufhrtc oa whgu /k"fg '"hkgn hpy "ach"
jknc ,p vru, ka vfrs thv lf" :(s"n 'u"p ,uct) whb,nc ib,s vn uvzu    
kng v,t vru,cu vhj, rgm hhju iah, .rtv kgu v,a, vruanc ohnu kft,
/f"g '"tcv okugk lk cuyu vzv okugc lhrat lk cuyu lhrat if vaug v,t otu
hnu ',ukhngu vghdhc eru lt tuv vru, ka vrumv rehga 'whb,nc rtucn hrv

/"vru, ka vfrs" vz iht 'vzv okug hdubg, kf uk ah ot er tuv u,ru, kfa
hnc tkt ihnhhe,n vru, hrcs ihta ihhbn k"r rnt" :(:dn) ,ufrcc t,ht ifu    
'wndvn rtucnu /f"g '"kvtc ,unh hf ost vru,v ,tz rntba 'vhkg unmg ,hnna
,ukhngu vghdh vcrv vfhrm tkt tnkgc sunhkc er ubht wev vru,v ka ouhevs
vhva" 'k"zu t,pxu,v oac thcv (t"n 's"p) vrp wxnc a"rvu /vru,v ouhe omgk
,hkf,a 'hrv /k"fg "rmue tku gruzv ahtf kng tku snukv kf rnut gauvh hcr
knga 'vghdhvu ,ukhngvu exgv er 'snka sunhkv omg er ubht vru,v sunhk
ubhtu gruzv unf tuv hrv 'kng ubhtu snuka hnu 'ohrcsv ,,hntu enug kg sungk
cajbs ',ukhng tkc sunhkv omg smn kkfu kkf ,hkf, oua ihta 'hrv !rmue
exgv h"g eru lt tuv 'sunhkv ka ,urhpvs rtucn hrv - vrhme hkc gruzf

!ohtrub ohrcsvu /vru,v sunhk rehgc rxj 'vru,c ,ukhng hkcu ',ukhngvu

"vkhcy lhrm iht vbc vrhhd,ba ,rcugn ,hrfb" - The Gemara [:zn] says when a rd comes to be rhhd,n, after he accepts the mitzvos we give him a
milah. After he heals, we are kcuy him. The Rishonim wonder why we don’t do the vkhcy first? This way we’ll avoid a waiting period between
the milah & tevilah? The  (:zn)t"cyhr  holds that the order is cfgn because the ,ukrg is like a vtnuy & if he’d be kcuy  first, it’s .rau kcy"
"ushc. Like ohkf purchased from a hud where vkgdv comes before vkhcy, here the ,ukrg is like a Tumah & must be removed prior to tevilah.
    The i"cnr [:zn] holds that although it is preferable to do milah first, the order is not cfgn. The reason we do milah first is since there is some
pain involved, he might change his mind about converting. If we did tevilah first & then he changed his mind before the milah, it might be too
late & he would be considered a Yid already. The i"cnr brings a vhtr that the order isn’t cfgn from our Gemara where we say that the
immersion of the mother helps for her rcug even though the Bris will come later after he’s born & out of order! The t"cyhr says the proof of
the Ramban is not a proof because while in the womb, the fetus is not a "vkhn rc" & to accomplish ,urd, only vkhcy is required (like a
female). Since ,urd is complete, later when he’s born the milah is not ,urd oak, that’s why the order in our Gemara is not important. The
t"car adds that maybe when our Gemara says vkhcy lhrm iht vbc , it doesn’t mean “son” literally but means if the fetus is a female (that
only needs immersion), the mothers’ vkhcy is enough. But if it is a boy, he would need vkhcy again after the milah.
    The  [wu whx wjxr s"uh]g"ua  paskens that a pregnant ,h,uf who was rhhdn, her unborn child does not need vkhcy again. The vcua, hj,p
says this is only if the mother was rhhdn also. ]ohrugha .cue [wvk ,ut ,ucu,f ibjkt wr  points out in the case of a ,rcugn ,hrfb who is kcuy,
according to those that hold unt lrh rcug, when the mother is rhhdn there is not a separate ,urd  happening to the child, he is just part of the
mother. Therefore, when the child is born, he is a full-fledged ktrah because he was born from a Jewish mother but not because of ,urd,
because he was never rhhdn, & he is considered a full-fledged Yid from birth! g"mu.                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yaakov Krantz zt”l (Dubno Maggid) would say:
     “wovrct h,hrc ,t ;tu ejmh h,hrc ,t ;tu cegh h,hrc ,t h,rfzuw - What is the remembrance of the ‘Bris Avos’ doing here
in the middle of the Tochacha? Because, if we were a Nation of weakness and emptiness, there would not be too much
that Hashem wants from us. But now that He remembers that we stem from the great Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov,
we are very holy children, who have strayed from the ways of our fathers, thus we are deserving of this harsh judgment.”

A Wise Man would say:
    “Impossible is just a big word thrown around by small men who find it easier to live in the world they’ve been given than
to explore the power they have to change it. Impossible is not a fact. It’s an opinion.”                     
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos for the Yom Tov of Shavuos (1)
Shavuos on Motzei Shabbos: “YAKNEHAZ”. As Chag
HaShavuos falls this year on Motzei Shabbos, our Sages have
given us an easy-to-remember device (,uch, hatr) to help us
remember the sequence of berachos for the complex Kiddush we
recite this year. It is a combination of the Havdalah for the
outgoing Shabbos and Kiddush for the incoming Yom Tov. It is a
five-step tool: YAyin (wine), Kiddush (in honor of Yom Tov),
NEr (candle), HAvdala (for Shabbos), Zman (Shehechyanu).
This is commonly referred to as YAKNEHAZ (z"vbeh).
Sometimes, it is a four-step procedure and there is also an
occasion where it is a six-step process. This year, with Shavuos on
Motzei Shabbos, it is the usual five-step process, no more no less.
Sitting or Standing. There are a number of different customs
regarding whether one should sit or stand, both for Kiddush and
Havdala. The general rule is that a person should do for
YAKNEHAZ as he does for Kiddush the whole year, even if it
will not be the same as he does for Havdala the whole year (1).
For example, if one normally stands for Kiddush and sits for
Havdala, he should stand for YAKNEHAZ. 
How to do NER. Those who normally make Havdala on a big

 

      

braided candle (as is the custom), should not use this type of
candle this week because they will not be able to extinguish it on
Yom Tov and will be forced to let it burn itself out for the full two
days of Shavuos. This is unpleasant as well as unsafe. Since for
Havdala there is a preference, although not an obligation, to use a
double flame which gives off more light, on Yom Tov, many
Gedolim (2) would have someone put two Yom Tov candles (from
the candles which the lady bentched licht over) together for the
beracha of Ner. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l did not
bend the candles together because he felt that some of the melted
wax will fall off causing the candles to go out earlier than they
would have. There might be a Rabbinic issur (ihg ,htrn) which
“looks like extinguishing” when after the two flames flare up into
a bigger flame, and then are pulled apart (3). This entire topic is
discussed in Sefer Yom Tov Sheni K’hilchaso (4).
Havdala Cup. The RM”A writes (5) that it is a “Siman
Beracha” to fill up the Havdala cup with extra wine so that it
should pour over the sides. Those who do not do this for Kiddush,
should not do this for YAKNEHAZ (6). Even though it is
customary that ladies do not drink wine from the Havdala cup, in
this case where it is also the Kiddush cup, ladies do drink the wine.



    In Tehillim (Perek 87), Dovid HaMelech tells us, "asue hrrvc u,suxh". The middah of Yesod can be found on the mountains
of holiness. What are the mountains of holiness? R’ Avraham Pam zt”l explains that this is referring to Har Moriah and Har
Sinai. It was on Har HaMoriah that Avraham was asked to shecht his beloved son. Although Hashem promised him that from
Yitzchok a great nation will come out, he asked no questions. He didn’t flinch. He eagerly went to do ratzon Hashem because
he believed that Hashem can do anything. On Har HaMoriah we were taught that one must be ready to die al kiddush Hashem! 
     On Har Sinai we were given the Torah. We stood together as a nation and said Naaseh V’Nishma. We didn’t need to
know all the details. We believed that Hashem is our loving Father and we were eager to follow His Torah. On Har Sinai,
we were taught that we must live our lives al kiddush Hashem. Hashem is the yesod of the world. A tzaddik attaches himself
to that middah of Yesod by constantly working on his Emunah. What is real belief? We all believe in Hashem. We believe
that Hashem created this world and runs the world and everything He does is good. I BELIEVE ... as long as we feel that
good. We believe from our comfortable chairs, from a place that is safe and secure. 
    Yesod is made up of two words. The letter Yud which is Hashem, and “sod” which means secret. Hashem’s plan is a secret.
The past is a secret. The future is an even bigger secret. And the present is a present. Every moment of life gives us the
opportunity to come closer to Hashem by realizing that Hashem made this happen. We strengthen our middah of Yesod by
accepting His “secret” or whatever it is that we don’t understand. This is the Yesod of our lives. We must believe with all our
might that Hashem is right here, Hashem loves us and everything He does is good. Yesod means that our foundation is strong.
We must strive to really believe that every single detail of our lives is orchestrated by Hashem for our benefit.

     Several years ago, we discussed in this column the juxtaposition of the vjfu, (harsh criticism) to the parsha of ihfrg.  We
explained then, that the vjfu, is a direct result of our sins, caused by not realizing or appreciating our intrinsic value. On a
related note, I was once speaking with my Zaida, the Baal Machsheves Halev zt”l,  and he shared with me a Baal HaTurim
that explains the ,ufhnx of the vjfu,v ,arp and the parsha of ihfrg (donating the value of a person to asev). I’d like to v"zgc,
add a thought to the Baal HaTurim’s approach,  which I believe the Zaida would approve of. 
      The Baal HaTurim tallies up the shekalim of all the ihfrg one can possibly give, which comes to the amount of 143,
corresponding to the total of all the ,ukke in both ,ujfu, (54 in this parsha, and 98 in Parshas Ki Savo = 143)  Based on this,
he says that through the concept of ihfrg and evaluating our self-worth, the 143  ,ukke (curses) could be annulled.
    The number of 143 is only reached by counting both men and women, young and old. This sends a clear message that
without the contributions of the Nashim Tzidkaniyos of all ages, from the young Bais Yaakov girls to the elderly women, Klal
Yisroel would not be complete. Additionally, we need our young boys and teenage bochurim too. They hold up the world!
     However, the youngest ihfrg age bracket is one month old to age five. Of course we know that the pure learning of Yiddish
children - icr ,hc ka ,ueubh, ka ovhp kcv - is powerful ... but of a month-old baby as well?
     The possible machshava here is that the incredible potential of a child must be tapped from a young age. Chinuch starts
early on. Therefore, even the one month-olds are part and parcel of protecting Klal Yisroel from penalty! Indeed, may Hashem
Yisborach see each and every Yid’s potential, young and old, girl and boy, and bring an end to Klal Yisroel’s tzaros.                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 lt urnthu wufu hxubnu hzgnu hzg wv
 /// ubh,uct ukjb rea(yh-zy whnrh)

h,ndpa vn ie,h h,rpxa rnugv ,rhpx ,ufzc
suxhca suxh vrhpxc /// (rnugv ,rhpx rsx)

 aht ovkt ,rntu ktrah hbc kt rcs
 /// wvk ,apb lfrgc rsb tkph hf(c'-zf)

 /// h,hrc ,t ofrpvk h,umn kf ,t ,uag h,kck ofapb kgd, hypan ,t otu uxtn, h,ejc otu(uy-uf)
     For the Jewish people, a Nation that has been persecuted throughout the millennia, and yet, has survived and often even
thrived throughout those millennia, we often require a bit of humor to bring us through the darkness. We even introduce
darkness into our humor to remind us to hold onto the blessings we have right now. Just as the glass we break during joyous
wedding ceremonies teaches us that no moment is fully wonderful; we are in Golus without our homeland and Bais
HaMikdash, and we must always be thinking about whom we can help next. Likewise, even in those moments that are truly
awful, times of death and destruction, we carry our humor with us to remind us of the laughter that will return in time.
     “Eis livkos v’eis lischok” - there’s a time to cry, and a time to laugh (Koheles 3:4). We create relationships through
laughter, and we bolster those relationships with our presence for one another during terrible times of persecution and tears. In
teaching, in gratitude, in building relationships, in raising children, in sholom bayis, and in finding the good in others, we often
turn to humor for a spark of inspiration. At every moment that we can, we must find opportunities to laugh heartily. 
     Here is an example of humor that can only be understood in the context of a Jewish backdrop. The meeting in the
synagogue was getting heated. The week of Parshas Behar-Bechukosai was quickly approaching, and the curses of the
Tochacha (section of reproof) and the gruesome details that are listed therein, are enough to send a shudder up anyone’s
spine, That being the case, many men are reluctant to be called up to the Torah for that portion. Some shuls have a policy that
no one is called up - the reader just begins to read, without an oleh. In other places, the Baal Korei receives that aliyah.
    But in one particular synagogue, everyone seemed to have had his share of bad luck, and no one wanted the honor. Not
even the Baal Korei. And so, the Wednesday before the fateful Shabbos, a meeting of the Rabbi and Board of Directors was
called. “I will not take the Tochacha this year!” shouted the Baal Korei, who was also the Gabbai and a board member. “Two
weeks after last year’s aliya, when I got the Tochacha, my business went kaput! I lost everything - and even more than that!”
Looking around, he added for the curious and equally eager board members, “I’m not going to elaborate!”
    The President spoke up. “Well, why don’t we give it to the Rabbi? He is the holiest person we have and not likely to be
affected by the curses made for sinners.” Nodding heads all around the table could be seen.
     The Rabbi mopped his brow for a moment and then demurred. “My friends, if you look at my contract, it says I get Shlishi
(third aliyah) every week. The Tochacha is in the fifth aliya, so I am exempt” He smiled, knowing he dodged a bullet.
     The shamash suddenly jumped out of his chair. “Don’t expect me to get called up for the Tochacha! It’s not going to
happen. My job is to tidy up the shul and put everything in order. I won’t stand up there and take the curses of the Tochacha.”
     The men were in a quandary. Someone went so far as to suggest that they cancel Krias HaTorah for the coming Shabbos
since they could not seem to find someone willing to accept the aliya. The rabbi adamantly protested this bizarre idea.
     Just then, an eldery gentleman spoke up in the back. “Alright, if you pay me fifty dollars, I’ll take the Tochacha.”
     There was silence, and then in unison all heads nodded. The old man, a throwback to the old heyday of the shul, had
stepped forward to be their salvation. They all agreed to the man’s price and looked forward to seeing him on Shabbos.
    Well, Shabbos did indeed come. The davening went on as planned - but the old man did not show up! It came time to take
out the Torah, and he was still not there. The Rabbi decided to speak before laining just to stall a little bit.
     Without a choice, they started reading the Torah - but very slowly. It was not until the fourth aliya that the old man
suddenly burst into the shul, panting. He made it! All the board members breathed a sigh of relief. He got his aliya, but as
soon as he stepped off the bimah, the Gabbai cornered him. “Do you know how much you scared us? Where were you?”
     The old man shrugged and replied, “You think a Jew can make a living today from just one Tochacha?”                                 
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 /// o,t o,hagu urna, h,umn ,tu ufk, h,ejc ot(d-uf)
llllyyyynnnn: One of the most famous askanim during the second
world war was R’  Eliezer Landau z”l, a close confidant of
the holy Belzer Rebbe, Rav Aharon Rokeach zt”l. He was
a well-to-do man who worked tirelessly to help his fellow
Jews caught in the clutches of the Nazi beast.
    After the war, he arrived in Eretz Yisroel and helped R’
Aharon rebuild the Belzer chassidus back to where it was,
and even donated the Aron Kodesh in the temporary beis
medrash that was set up. Eventually, a proper building came
under construction and R’ Eliezer wanted to do more. 
    One day he met R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l, the
great Rosh Yeshivah of Kol Torah, and figured this would be
a great opportunity to seek his advice and ask the Rav what
he thought would be proper to donate in the new building.
    Without hesitation, R’ Shlomo Zalman asked him, “Tell

me, was the coffee room donated yet?” R’ Eliezer, surprised,
replied that it was likely not donated. “People do not realize
what a zechus this is,” exclaimed R’ Shlomo Zalman. “This
one room has in it all three pillars on which the world stands.
When a person takes a drink, he gets revived, thereby
enabling him to learn Torah and daven better. In addition,
you are performing a tremendous act of chessed by giving
people the ability to revive themselves in such a capacity!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Gemara mentions in a number of places that if
someone has an ailment, “He shall busy himself with Torah.”
The Maharsha explains, that although Torah study is the
best remedy for a person, sometimes a person simply cannot
study Torah due to the circumstances of his situation. In that
case, the Gemara chose the words to be “busy” instead of
“study” with Torah, to teach us, that a person can do
something that enhances his or others’ Torah study, such as
arranging the furniture or coffee room in a beis medrash.

  Although Yirmiyahu Hanavi discusses many topics in the
Haftorah, the central theme is the fact that those who follow
Hashem and His Torah will live a blessed life while those
who don’t will be cursed. Yirmiyahu states his personal and
complete reliance upon Hashem and reminds Klal Yisroel
that, “Our fathers inherited utter delusions – things that are
futile and worthless,” and ultimately even the idolatrous
Nations will turn to Hashem. But what did Yirmiyahu mean
precisely when making such a statement?
    The Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan zt”l explains
that it is well known that within every lie a shred of truth can
be found, and without it the lie cannot exist. He explains that
this adage applies as well to other matters, such as the degree

of pride, which although might be seen as disgusting in the
eyes of Hashem, still holds a kernel of necessity and
usefulness in a Jew’s life, and can be channeled for good.
There is one exception to this rule though, and that is the lie
of idolatry. Setting everything else aside, the lie promulgated
by idolators that a foreign power exists is so deeply flawed
that there is no shred of truth in it and Hashem truly hates it.
    Thus, Yirmiyahu was chastising the Nation by saying that
even though a Jew must follow Hashem and His Torah
completely, the Almighty is forever merciful, and He may
look the other way for most other sins. However, the lie of
idolatry must be entirely stamped out because that is
something that Hashem would never tolerate in the slightest.
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