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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos for the Yom Tov of Shavuos (2)
Shavuos on Motzei Shabbos. This year, Chag HaShavuos
begins on Motzei Shabbos of Parshas Bamidbar and it is
important to review a number of relevant halachos. On Shabbos,
before Mussaf, the tefillah of "on N aN" is recited, even though
it is Erev Yom Tov (1). The reason being that there were many
pogroms and tragedies that took place in Europe during these
days, and the Gedolim of those generations decreed to say it as a
merit for the souls of those who perished. However, the tefillah
of "8 N1y is not said during Mincha.

Sleeping on Shabbos Afternoon. It is customary to stay up the
entire night of Shavuos to learn Torah and say special tefillos. It is
permitted to take a nap on Shabbos afternoon in order to stay up
easily for the night of Shavuos ). However, a person should not
specifically speak out that he is going to sleep for that purpose as
this might be construed as “Hachana” - making preparations on
Shabbos for the next day. Others permit even saying this,
because it is for a mitzvah 3).

When to Eat Seuda Shlishis. The proper time to eat the third
meal of Shabbos is from Mincha time and on. This year, in the
NY/NJ Tri-State area, the time for Mincha is from (approx) 1:32
p-m. and on. One could even start the third meal before this time
as long as he eats a k’zayis (size of an olive) of bread after 1:32.
One should wash for this meal, not later than the beginning of the
last third of the day in the above area. Once he started the meal
before the above time, he can continue eating, as long as he
makes sure not to fill himself up in a way that will take away his
appetite from eating the Yom Tov meal on the first night of
Shavuos. If he didn’t wash before the above time, he should still
do so and fulfill the mitzvah of Seuda Shlishis, but only by
consuming the absolute minimum, such as a single slice of bread
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Hachana: Preparing on Shabbos for Yom Tov. Preparations
on Shabbos afternoon for Yom Tov are generally forbidden.
Some examples are washing dishes from the Shabbos meal to
use for Yom Tov, setting the table for the night meal, taking Yom
Tov food out of the refrigerator or oven on Shabbos, or putting it
in. Another example is rolling a Sefer Torah on Shabbos to the
correct place for the next day Yom Tov kriah. There are certain
exceptions when some of the above might be permitted, and one
who has aneed to do so should consult a Rav.

Preparing for the Night Meal. Ladies (or men) should not
begin their preparations for the night meal until ©25%50 NNy and
after saying, "wnpd wnp ya o 1ann 7. If one davened Maariv
and said the fefillah of "oy1rw’, he or she is permitted to make all
the meal preparations without saying anything else. If one
davened Maariv and didn’t say "oy, he doesn’t have to
repeat Shemona Esrai, but he should say wnp ya >71amn 7’
"wnpb before doing anything that is prohibited on Shabbos.
Neilas Hachag. Many congregations have a festive gathering at
the end of the Shavuos Yom Tov (nn n»y). Since on Yom Tov
there is no obligation of My Wov, they serve just drinks with
mezonos and/or fruit. This is debatable since the Gemara says if
one is eating a meal before sunset he can continue after sunset,
because the Havdala obligation with the prohibition to eat before
Havdala does not go into effect to stop one from continuing his
meal 5. However, if one is merely having drinks he must stop
because of the Havdala obligation. It is not clear from the
Gemoro whether a fruit or mezonos snack can be continued after
sunset. The Aruch Hashulchan ) says that only a bread meal
can be continued. This, too, sounds like the words of some
Rishonim ). One should therefore start Mincha a bit earlier,
leave 15 minutes for the snack before sunset, say a NN 1573,
and then continue the simcha.
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R’ Shraga Feivel Schiff shlit’a (Menahel Bais Shraga) would say:

“LMNN DN PRON DN YA 1Y - ‘When the Jewish people sit, and busy themselves with the joys of Torah, the Holy
One Blessed be He, says to all his heavenly hosts: ‘Look at at my beloved children as they forget their own sufferings and
become immersed in my delight.” We forget our pain and suffering and learn Torah - what is the pain of sitting and
learning Torah? Chazal tell us that from the time of Moshe Rabbeinu until Rabban Gamliel, people did not learn Torah
except while standing; when Rabban Gamliel died, sickness came into the world, and they learned Torah sitting down.
Hashem is now praising us, the Jewish people, that we forget our pain of sitting and delve in the Torah of Hashem.”

R’ Shimshon Pinkus zt”1 (Nefesh Shimshon) would say:

“ONIVI NI N DD MDY M DY 121’ - Usually one counts the soldiers to know how many there are before going to
war. Bnei Yisroel didn’t need to go to war. Why then was the census needed? The Jewish people waged a major war upon
receiving the Torah — it was the battle over Taava (desire). The census was taken in order to be able to assess the nation’s
strength and to impress on every soldier (every Jew) that he is a critical component in the war between good and evil.”

A (Wise) Man would say: “A man once tried to assault me with milk, cream and btter. How dairy!”
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PENETRATING ANALYSIS
OF THE SIFREI TANACH
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In lieu of their unabashed sins, Hoshea HaNavi likens
Klal Yisroel to a woman who betrays her husband and puts
her child’s paternity in question. He quickly changes tactics,
and concludes with a promise from Hashem that despite it all
He will never abandon us since we, His children, will always
remain just that. It’s ironic how quickly Hashem’s attitude
towards Klal Yisroel went from accusatory to loving: why?

R' Hersh D”MaLuk shlit’a explains that precisely
Hashem’s attitude change is indicative of a deeper love that
He has for us. Hashem implanted the Yetzer Hara in the
world to combat a Jew’s natural inclination to be good and

true to Him, and while this is a lifelong struggle for us all,
more often than not we rise above the Yetzer Hara’s predations
and shine like a bright light. Hashem knows this very well and
it is for this reason that He still loves and cherishes us — despite
the many times we have fallen both nationally and
individually. Incredibly, while we constantly struggle with it,
the Yetzer Hara in our heart could be useful since in direct
proportion to the difficulty of the struggle, the reward is
immense. Primarily in a time when many have abandoned
their loyalty to Hashem, that is when we, the Torah Jews,
have the opportunity to “cash” in and reap the benefits.
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The Haftorah on the second day of Shavuos details
Chavakuk HaNavi’s open and unrestricted challenge from
Hashem who instructed him to marry a harlot and bear
children from her. Chazal note that Hashem made Chavakuk
do this so that he would have a personal feel for the way
Hashem deals with Klal Yisroel —just as Chavakuk still loves
his children despite knowing that they may or may not be in
fact his children, Hashem unconditionally loves every single
Jew. Unlike other prophecies this vision was directed at
Chavakuk personally and he “quaked and trembled in fear
as he awaited a people to come to attack.” Why is that?

R’ Yosef Kara z¢”’l (Mahari K’ra) explains that there
were some prophets throughout history who were tasked
with prophesying for Nations other than Klal Yisroel. These
include (but not limited to) Yechezkel, Hoshea, Chavakuk,
etc., and while it seems interesting that Hashem would

send such holy men to prophesize for other Nations, it is
important to remember that everything in the world happens
for Klal Yisroel — and these prophecies are no different. In
fact, this particular prophecy was carefully designed to evoke
the deepest of emotion amongst members of Klal Yisroel
since they could not fathom why a holy man such as
Chavakuk would lament the failings of gentile Nations.

Furthermore, it shocked them to the core to see Chavakuk
stoop to their low level and marry an unfaithful woman. But
that was exactly the point since upon seeing all that, they
immediately took stock of their own iniquities and repented
wholeheartedly causing a mass feshuva movement and a
resurgence of Torah study. As the time for Kabbolas
HaTorah descends upon us, it behooves us to remember the
lesson of Chavakuk HaNavi and how he followed Hashem’s
dictates to the letter without any reservations.
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Yom: Rachamim ben Achai was one of the wealthiest
diamond dealers in Bagdad, Iraq. He was a hard worker as
well as a man of principle and when his son Moshe came of
age appropriate, he began to groom him to work in the
family business. Moshe though, unlike his father, was not a
very hard-working individual and it didn’t take long for
Rachamim his father, to recognize this disappointing
quality in his son. He decided to take an open approach. He
gave his son some money, as well as a few precious stones,
and left it up to him to figure out the rest.

A surprised Moshe happily took the money, but not with
good intent. Rather quickly, he burned through the money
on recreational activities. With nothing left, he had no other
choice but to take a loan, and when asked for a collateral,
he was forced to put up his last few precious diamonds.
Unfortunately, things only got worse for him and Moshe
was forced to take one loan after another. Finally the bank
had enough and now Moshe was really stuck.

When Rachamim found out what his son had done, he
was shocked at his son’s incompetence. He confronted him
straight. “Moshe, the diamonds I gave you are worth double
all your loans, why do you refuse to sell them and pay back
your debts?” His father pressed his son, but Moshe was
ready. “Father, as long as I have those stones I am still
considered rich. People treat me better and I get special
privileges like the rich get. As soon as people will hear that
I don’t even have those diamonds, well, what am I worth?”’
o3 The Ben Ish Chai commented on this story, that as
Bnei Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov, we ought to express
this same feeling, as the Torah states: 11> omnawnd"
"omax - A Jew is only counted if he is true to his ancestry.
For only as long as one is true to his proud Jew values, can
he then participate in the joy of Jewish life.

Shavuos is the Yom Tov that is "025 >8¥m N2 >8n" - half for
Hashem and half for us. Hence, only a full “Torah” Jew
can enjoy the elation and euphoria of this special Yom Tov.
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EDITORIAL & INSIGHTS
ON ONE’Ss MIDDOS TOVOS
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e have traveled a long distance from the head to the
heart. For the past seven weeks we have been learning about
the beautiful middos with which Hakadosh Baruch Hu
created and sustains the world. It is only through these
middos that we can “touch” Hashem, we can know Him and
emulate Him! It is only through these beautiful traits that we
can have the ability to be mekabel the Torah. And now,
we’ve arrived - the 7th and final middah of Malchus.
Malchus is the actual internalization and actualization of
all the middos that we have been discussing during these
holy weeks of Sefiras Haomer. Malchus is the combination
and synthesis of all these middos, it takes completely
opposite traits and allows them to work together.
Dovid HaMelech symbolizes this middah. On one hand,
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FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
Malchus means to be undeterred, to be strong and courageous
and not to care what anyone says. A Melech represents the
honor of Hashem and therefore he must be bold enough to
stand up against the entire world to do what is right. On the
other hand, a Melech must be humble. A Jewish king is
commanded, ™135 07 »n>35" - his heart may not become
haughty. If he has an ounce of gaavah, he cannot be a King,
because he is serving himself rather than Hashem.

Dovid HaMelech displayed the middah of Malchus. Dovid
was constantly ridiculed and put down. He was not even
meant to live for one moment, if not for Adam Harishon who
gave him 70 years of his life - 70, which is a derivative of the
number 7, representing the Malchus of Dovid. He had no
existence of his own, his whole life was for Hashem. Dovid
spent his difficult life pouring out his heart to Hashem. He
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constantly fought against his enemies, but it was never about
himself. It was always to be mekadesh shem shamayim.

The middah of Malchus is found in Rus, when she is told
over and over to leave. Go back to where you came from,
“Lech na shov na” ... GO AWAY! But Rus had the middah
of Malchus. She knew what was right and was undeterred.

This middah is also found in Yehuda, when he stood up to
Yosef to protect his brothers. “Vayigash Ailav Yehuda.” Only
Yehuda stood up to take responsibility. Nothing would stop
him. He showed this middah when Tamar was being taken to
her death and he said, “Tzadka Mimeni,” she is more
righteous than 1. I take responsibility! Despite the shame and
discomfort, a Melech gets up and does what is right.

If this is the middah that combines all the middos together,
and is the prerequisite to real Kabbolas HaTorah then how
do we attain it? How can we reach this lofty plateau? The
answer is to do what Dovid did. He DAVENED! He cried,
he begged, he pleaded, he beseeched Hashem with every
fiber of his being to help him be what he was meant to be.
The only way to get there is by knowing that one cannot get
there alone. One cannot do anything without Hashem.

We need to cry, beg, plead, implore Hashem with every
fiber of our being to help us attain our goals. We must be
strong and give our children the chinuch to be undeterred by

the messages of the world to find pleasure in foreign places.
That is our job. We must be strong and take responsibility for
what we believe is right. But we must never rely on our own
efforts. We must humble ourselves and believe that we are
nothing and can do nothing if not for Hashem.

This is what Klal Yisroel did by Matan Torah. They
accepted the Torah with the middah of Malchus. They said,
"oy’ - We will DO! We will stand up and take
responsibility! We will be undaunted and courageous to do
ratzon Hashem. But on the other hand, "ynwn' - we will
listen. We will humble ourselves to realize that we don’t
know all the answers. We will listen to our Rabbanim, we
will humble ourselves and truly make Hashem our King!

This is Malchus. And with this we can understand the great
power of these two words, Naaseh V’nishma, and why
600,000 angels came down and placed two crowns on the
head of every yid, one for Naaseh and one for Nishmah.
Because a crown is surely the most befitting adornment for
one who accepts the Torah with the middah of Malchus!

May we all be zoche to a true Kabbolas HaTorah this
Shavuos. May we be ready and willing to stand up against the
world to insure the purity of our homes and may we remain
humble and modest, and pour out our hearts to Hashem for
the success of our children in Torah and avodas Hashem.

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
AND HEMSHECH HADOROS

a'7n NMawnn

FROM THE FAMILY OF
R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT"L
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There are various explanations for the words »9 Dy"
"N, Rashi says it means during Aharon’s lifetime. The
Ramban differs. The Ksav Sofer z¢”I offers yet a third
possibility. He writes that there is a concept known as X12"
"NAN 19w - the actions of a son elevate his father. Hence,
even after Aharon was niftar he received “gifts” in
shamayim from Elazar and Isamar’s respective avodah.

As children embark on their life’s journey, forging their
own destiny, they may sometimes cast aside the mesorah
that their parents lived with. Elazar and Isamar realized that
their success in avodas Hashem would be based on the
weathered road traversed by their saintly father. Thus, says
the posuk "yno"' - they served and followed )N »9 Sy"
"DPaN, the paved path Aharon so faithfully traveled.

My father, shlit’a, once brought out this point using the
following mashal. A lad once set out from his hometown on

a distant journey. At one point, he came to a crossroads. To
his dismay, due to a storm, the sign with arrows pointing to
three cities had fallen down. He didn’t know which way to
go. Then he had an epiphany. “All I have to do is stick the
sign back in the ground, with my hometown arrow pointing
back where I came from. Then I can figure out where I
should be heading!” When we realize that home, our old
mesorah, is our guiding light, especially, in these tumultuous
times, then we will not go astray on our voyage through life.

Klal Yisroel received the degalim (flags) in the midbar, a
desolate place, where they were able to hold on to this GPS,
carefully navigating their way with the proper guiding light.

In golus, we too need a flag, a “map.” As we celebrate
Kabbolas haTorah let us also remember to accept and cling
to the mesoras ha’avos thereby bringing our zaidas in
shamayim zechusim, aliyos and nachas.
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As Klal Yisroel uttered these words in unison, history was
made; we were declared the proprietors of the Torah. A
heavenly voice descended and said, “Who revealed this
secret; words that are used by the heavenly angels
themselves?” What was so unique about that phrase, and
why is it the language of the Malachim?

The Bais Halevi asks a question. The Rambam rules that

if an employer orders his employee to “do whatever I tell
you,” even if the worker agrees to do it, he cannot be
obligated. The reason is, that since he doesn’t know precisely
what the boss had in mind when he ordered him to do
something, there is not enough smichas daas. If so, how were
the Yidden obligated in the Torah by proclaiming "ynwn nwyy’
- we will do as we’re told, if there is no smichas daas?
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“We were in absolute shock at how clearly the double mitzvah of kibbud av v’eim — mine for my father, and Moshe for
his father - had saved his life, bechasdei Hashem.” Reb Aharon concluded: “I thought I was going for my father, but
actually, I had traveled for my son, Moshe, to save his life ...”
“Kabed es avicha v’es imecha leman yarichun yamecha - Honor your father and your mother in order that your days be
lengthened.” (Source: “Noam Siach” - sichos of R’ Shlomo Zalman Friedman shlit’a, Rov of Khal Zichron Elazar Santov)
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R’ Gershon Weiss zt”’l, Menahel Ruchani of Yeshivah Staten Island once taught a class in the teachers’ institute for
young men. The students were about nineteen or twenty years old. He asked them how many believed that George
Washington was the first president of the United States. Most of them raised their hands. He then asked, “Why do you believe
it? Who told you? Is it because it is written in the history books? If it is printed in a lot of books, then you believe it?”

They did not know how to give a clear answer, but the idea was that people would not print such a lie. Why would anyone
want to make up such a lie and publish it? He asked, “Since you are all so sure, how many of you are willing to bet a hundred
dollars on the fact that George Washington was the first president of the United States?”” Only two stubborn boys kept their
hands up. Then he asked the class, “Why is it that just a few minutes ago, everyone believed that George Washington was the
first president - and now that we’re talking money, everybody’s hand goes down?”

Well, they said, as long as it did not affect them personally, it was easy to believe. But if it might cost them money, then
they would want to find out for sure. Maybe Rabbi Weiss had something up his sleeve, they speculated. Maybe he’d learned
from somewhere that George Washington wasn’t really the first president. Possibly, some academics have come up with such
a theory and he’d found out about it. At any rate, the students could not substantiate their belief strongly enough to bet on it.

Finally, Rabbi Weiss asked them, “Here is my final question: If you do not know that George Washington was the first
president, then how do you know Hashem gave us the Torah at Mount Sinai? Is there a difference?” He was wondering if
anyone would answer. Until he responded for all of them, “Well, I am not sure about George Washington because it is
possible that the individuals who wrote that fact in the history books were lying. But I am sure about the Torah from Har
Sinai because I have a tradition, reports handed down from hundreds of thousands of people - six hundred thousand actually -
of whom are mentioned in the Torah itself, who saw it with their own eyes. And there have been millions and millions of
people who have kept the holy Torah since then....” This no doubt, clinched the argument! (Holocaust through the prism of Tanach)
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Avner told »mTxn a7 that we learnt in a braisa mwanm N5 »anm, & therefore 7900 17 who comes from mn is bnpa xav amn.
Avner explains to him that since the pasuk says the reason is because "oy bn>a DONX WP XY WK, since it is not proper for
women to go outside & greet travelers, the women of ywmy & axm are not held responsible & are therefore Snipa 825 .

7 then asked him that the women should be expected to at least go out & greet other women and since they didn't, they should be
punished like the men? Avner didn’t have an answer so he went to the Bais Medrash to ask & was told that this halacha is a n>ap from
Sxmw v w7 1 &is indisputable.

The y"w ['1'0 y"nN] paskens this way, that Snpa 125 HoN N MY but map are 9nn. The 0"anq 'nd 25" nnva ymoox] also
paskens like this but adds that this rule is a >»on nwnb Noon.

The "9 [D21 - 0 Y >wrmn] asks why the S 3ndx "), gave the reason for not wanting to be mn oa»n because he
didn’t want to ruin his offspring 0oy Inw 39), if he didn’t hold of the drasha of Taxm X9Y »axm, marrying ™ herself would be an
issur Why was he only worried about his future generations? The Griz answers that the Sx thought this psak, based on the drasha
they made, was a standard psak of a Bais Din, which we know can be overturned by another Bais Din if they find the reasoning faulty.
The Yxn was aware of the psak but was concerned that a future "2 might “Shlug Up” the drasha (like a1 tried) causing his future
generations to become pasul. This is why s was told it is not a standard psak but rather a Snmw Sw 1 noap & like the Rambam
says it is a »won nwnd N5 which can never be overturned. Since the s also didn't know this, he was only concerned about the
possibility of it being overturned in the future & causing his children to be pasul.

The 0 nnan ['2 mn,20pn] says that the issur of "bonavy ombw vivn X" includes inquiring about their welfare & even applies
to the women of axw iy, even after they are !

PP T MIN [ 2N 1 JNown] brings the sy sax who argues & says that after mya this wb does not apply.

Rav Shach brings that he was asked by a talmid, the following question: Boaz often asked about Rus & even did chessed for her, but
how was he permitted based on the Minchas Chinuch? 5p»a "4 says he met R' Shach & said the mw»n mnan says it's assur to
initiate, but to repay a »axn who did you a chessed is mutar. So, since Rus was taking care of »yy Boaz's relative, he was permitted to
inquire about the welfare of Rus. He reports that R’ Shach was very pleased with this answer.




Beis Medrash. ‘Don’t Come back until you have a Chiddush,” he told me. I felt like crying, I could not believe this was
happening. Slowly I walked up the steps, sat down on one of the benches and stared blankly at the pages of the Gemara.

“A half hour passed and once again I went down to R’ Leizer Yudel. “Well do you have a Chiddush?’ 1 admitted that I
did not and again I was sent back to the Beis Medrash. Now I began to worry, maybe I had made a terrible mistake by
coming to the Mir. Maybe I would never fit in. But all the while, regardless of my nervousness and negative thoughts, I
knew somehow, by the love and caring that emanated from the Rosh Yeshivah, that this was a test that I must and would
pass. So I went back to the Beis Medrash to develop an original Torah thought. And finally I did!

“A half hour later, I emerged with ‘Efsher ah diyuk in ah Rashi’ (perhaps a thought on Rashi). Hesitantly, I approached
R’ Leizer Yudel once more to share my Chiddush. This time, his face broke into a wide grin. He smiled at me, opened his
arms and placed a kiss on my forehead. ‘Shalom Aleichem! Welcome to the Mirrer Yeshivah!’

“After eating and talking for a while with the Rosh Yeshivah and his Rebbetzin, I was shown to my room. I thanked them
for their warmth and hospitality and laid down to sleep. A short while later, the door opened. R’ Laizer Yudel was checking to
make sure I was sleeping and although I gave no indication that I was still awake, I peeked out from under my covers to
witness something incredible. Located directly above my bed was a set of Shas. R’ Leizer Yudel spread out his arms wide
until his hands were able to touch both ends of the collection of Gemaros. And then with deep emotion, he hugged and kissed
them. Then, he whispered, so as not to wake me up, ‘Torah, ich hub dir azoi leeb!”” (Torah, I love you so much!)

That memorable first day and night remained etched in R’ Nosson Tzvi’s memory forever. Nate quickly became
Nosson Tzvi and he learned and learned and learned. And he never stopped. His modest beginnings gave him unusual
insight into the hearts and souls of even novices in learning. When they were afraid to dream on their own, he would
dream for them. He believed in his falmidim and thus helped them reach inconceivable heights.
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After the terrible tragedy on Lag Ba’omer in Meron last year, when so many bochurim and yungerleit were taken
from us suddenly, many people were looking for ways to improve themselves as a tikkun for the tragic deaths. R’ Shlomo
Zalman Friedman shlit’a, Rov of Khal Zichron Elazar Santov, recently received a phone call from Reb Aharon Walkin, a
resident of Lakewood, NJ, who told him over the following incredible story.

“I have a son, Moshe, who learns in Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim. Some time before Lag Ba’omer last year, he called
me and said that one of his close friends had gotten a ticket for the hadlakah of the Toldos Aharon Rebbe in Meron. The
ticket gave them the privilege of pouring oil in preparation for the fire at the kever of Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. His friend
had asked the organizer for a few more tickets, so he could invite some good friends to join him at the hadlakah and share
the privilege of pouring the oil. The bochur told my son that he had a ticket for him as well. My son was very happy and
excited that he’d be able to take part in the hadlakah along with a number of friends.

“A few days before Lag Ba’omer, I called my son. I told him that because I had not visited Eretz Yisroel for a year and
a half due to the coronavirus, and I hadn’t seen my father, R> Chaim Walkin shlit’a, mashgiach of Yeshivas Ateres
Yisroel, now that I had received an entry permit, I was planning to arrive in Eretz Yisroel on Erev Lag Ba’omer. First I
would go to Yerushalayim to visit my father, and then, later that night, I would go to Meron, to the kever of Rabbi Shimon
Bar Yochai. The plan was to return to Yerushalayim for Shabbos. When my son heard this plan, he told me that even
though he’d gotten a ticket for the hadlakah at Toldos Aharon and had made up with his friends that they would go
together, he would change his plans. They had even rented an apartment in Tzefas for Shabbos. Nevertheless, because of
the mitzvah of kibbud av, he was happy to forego all those plans. He’d wait for me and join me wherever I went.

“I arrived in Eretz Yisroel on Erev Lag Ba’omer in the afternoon. Moshe waited for me, and we went first to visit my
father. We spent a few hours there, and we also heard a vaad that my father gave to the bochurim of his yeshiva. We then set
out for Meron late that night. As we neared Har Meron, we were stopped by police and told that a tragedy had occurred at the
kever, and they had shut down the entire mountain to visitors. No one could get there. There was no point in going further.

“I was disappointed, because I was finally in Eretz Yisroel, and almost at Meron, yet I couldn’t even go in and say a
kappitel of Tehillim or write a kvitel. My son, Moshe, was much more distraught. He had a ticket to pour the oil at the
hadlakah; he’d missed that, and the entire hadlakah and the experience with his friends. Not only that, but now he
wouldn’t even be able to say Tehillim at the tziyun of Rashbi. But we had no choice, so turned around and drove back to
Yerushalayim, hoping that all of this was for the best.

“On Friday morning, when the magnitude of what had happened became clear, Moshe was understandably stricken. He
was trembling at the news that two of his closest friends, Habochur Dovi Steinmetz 7l and Habochur Yosef Yitzchok
Kohn 7”l, whom he was supposed to be standing next to the previous night, had perished in the tragedy.
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He answers that there is one scenario where a person or an
employee would be obligated to listen. If he were to become
enslaved, then he has no choice but to listen. Only a person
with his own identity is subject to the aforesaid “smichas daas
rule.” However, an eved is required to heed his master.
Hence, when we, as a Nation, said "ynwi nwy)’, we were, in
essence, subjugating ourselves to the service of Hashem. As a
result, the transaction was effective, and we, as servants of
Hashem, require no smichas daas. That is the level of a
malach - an angel has none of his own motives.
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There’s a phenomenal pshat from the Ksav v’Hakabala on
Sefiras Haomer. Based on the posuk, "na 9nynn 80" - do not
enslave an "won N9 NWN', he says that "my'n noo
symbolizes a preparation for Kabbolas HaTorah through
leading our lives as His servants. The difference though, is
that we, His slaves, are princes, ©290 2, we are not peasants.
Let us realize our privilege to serve Hashem and dedicate
our lives towards that lofty goal. The Master of the World
will no doubt fulfill the posuk "7792 12 NTIN XY, not making
golus so difficult, and will speedily bring Moshiach, Amen!
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One year, during the Yom Tov of Shavuos, the bochurim in Yeshivas Ner Yisroel were singing with enormous
enthusiasm, “Tov li Toras pichah me’alfei zahav vakasef” (Torah from Your mouth is better for me than thousands of
pieces of gold and silver). In Tehillim, these words ring out and on Shavuos the students and faculty were not only filled
with this feeling, but demonstrated as much with their dancing and singing.

The day after Shavuos, R’ Dovid Kronglas zt''l, gave a shmuess in the Beis Medrash. He shook his head as he recalled
the previous day’s enthusiasm and asked, “What was so special about these words of Dovid Hamelech? All he said was
that the Torah that emanated from Hashem is more valuable than gold and silver. Well, of course it is! Don’t yeshivah
boys feel the same way? Weren’t you all singing it with tremendous enthusiasm just yesterday, on Shavuos?”

“The difference,” pointed out R’ Dovid, “is that King David did not these words on Shavuos. He said them on an
ordinary weekday. They are not reserved for special holidays! No, these words apply when one can make thousands in
gold and silver. In other words, when you have the opportunity to make the big money - millions and millions - and you
trade it in for Torah from the mouth of Hashem - then your statement reaches an entirely different level.”

The Shlah Hakadosh, R’ Yeshayahu Halevi Horowitz z¢£’l was known to become annoyed at learned people who
looked down upon sincerely pious but unlearned people. He would quote the Medrash saying that at Har Sinai, Hashem
lifted the mountain above the heads of Klal Yisroel and threatened to destroy the entire Nation if they refused to accept the
Torah. The question is, why was this necessary? Was their outer joy masking an inner reluctance?

The Shla”h responded as follows: “Having heard from Moshe Rabbeinu that Hashem was going to reveal Himself and
present the Nation with the Torah, undoubtedly the brilliant and scholarly amongst the people prepared themselves for a
profound shiur from the Almighty Himself on the most esoteric and difficult halachic intricacies. Imagine their
disappointment then when Hashem announced as follows: ‘Keep Shabbos! Do not steal! Respect your parents!...” These
people cried foul! “This is an insult to our intelligence,” they complained. ‘This is for lay people who know nothing of
intellectual depth, not for scholars such as we!” It was most evident that they were ready to return their tents.”

“For these people,” said the Shla”h, “Hashem had to raise the mountain over their heads, in order to coerce them to
appreciate the simple facade of the mitzvos in the Torah.” (Smiling Each Day, Rabbi Abraham J Twerski)
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‘When R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah of Mir, first arrived in Eretz Yisroel, he slept at the home of R’
Leizer Yudel Finkel z#”I, his uncle and Rosh Yeshivah, where he had an excellent opportunity to observe his uncle’s
saintly ways. R’ Nosson Tzvi told his falmidim that he rarely ever saw R’ Leizer Yudel waking up in the morning. He was
always up early learning Torah. But early one morning, he finally merited seeing his uncle start his day. Getting out of
bed, R’ Leizer Yudel went over to his bookshelf and lovingly extended his arms over the whole Shas on the shelves. He
passionately kissed their worn covers and begged Hashem to inspire him to study Torah and teach it to others.
R’ Nosson Tzvi said over in his own words the story of when he first came to the Mir. “At the time, my name was Nate.
I was a tall and lanky kid wearing a Chicago Cubs baseball cap and was exhausted from the trip. It was well over 24 hours
since I left Chicago O’Hare Airport. I was anxious to get settled and get a good night sleep. I was related to the Rosh
Yeshivah, R’ Leizer Yudel, and relieved to see him coming down the corridor. I greeted him with a smile and Shalom
Aleichem. But his response surprised me: ‘So tell me a Chiddush on what you’ve been learning.’
“I couldn’t believe it. Couldn’t the entrance exam wait until the morning? As it was, I was coming from Arie Crown
Day School in Chicago. The level of learning in the Mir was certainly quite a jump from my high school. ‘I don’t really
have a Chiddush,’ 1 said. The Rosh Yeshivah looked at me and instead of inviting me into his apartment, directed me to the




