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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (81). Tevilas Keilim: Continued
Difference Between Tevilas Keilim and Kashering Keilim.
There is an important difference between toiveling keilim and
kashering keilim. When one kashers a utensil to remove the treif
taste through kashering in bubbling hot water, he can kasher one
half of the keili and then kasher the other half separately. This is
often done when the keili needing kashering is big or has a long
handle. However, by fevilas keilim, the whole entire keili must
be immersed and under the mikvah water all at one time.

Utensil with Detachable Parts. If one buys a keili which is not
assembled, ideally he should assemble the keili until its ready for
use, and only then zoivel it. However, if he foiveled the whole
keili, part by part, while it was fully disassembled, the fevilah is
valid (Shut Har Tzvi Y”’D 108, Minchas Yitzchok 3:77). If
one toiveled it part by part, he does not have to toivel the parts
made of material that are exempt, such as wood.

Utensils With ALTERNATIVE Detachable Parts. Some-
times a utensil has different attachable parts. Such as, different
grinding attachments for coarse and thin. Or, different screens
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with different size holes. Similarly, there are utensils which can
be used as they are, or with one added attachment. Ideally, one
should foivel the keili with all its various assembly parts, i.e.
attach each attachment separately and foivel the keili with each
attachment (Tevilas Keilim perek 10:7).
Utensil With a Pump. When wiveling a utensil with a pump,
while the utensil is under water, he should open and close the
pump so the water reaches inside every part of the utensil.
Shabbos. It is prohibited to roivel a keili on Shabbos. The reason
is because since the fevilah now permits the utensil to be used, it
is considered a form of repair. This is a rabbinic extension of
"1 non". Such a utensil is not mukizeh, however, since there
is a way to use it without fevilah. This can be done by giving it to
a gentile as a gift, and then borrowing it back from him
temporarily. This transaction is accomplished by the gentile
lifting up and taking possession of the utensil. After Shabbos, one
should ask the gentile to return the utensil, and then foivel it
properly to enable it to be used. (Based on Mishna Berura
323:30, Biur Halacha there, Mishna Berura 35)
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rgrawron sy - The Mishnah says that an b may not collect her nam> from o without swearing first tha{ no part of it was prepaid to
her by her deceased husband. The Mishnah recounts that in later years the 21 were ypr that an nandx should not make a nyaw and
because of this nypn widows were prevented from collecting their n2wo. Later, yvn " ypnin that instead of swearing, the widow should make a
57 and say, “If | was ever prepaid on my Kesubah, | should be mox to eat ....” Rashi explains that the o were permitted to pick even a 127
nwp as the subject of her 7. This way manon were able to collect their kesubos again, without having to make a nynw.

The Gemara brings, that the reason the 2 abolished widows from swearing was because of the following story: Once, during a year of famine, a
man gave a golden diinar to a widow to safeguard and she hid it in a jug full of flour. Forgetting that she hid the coin in the flour, she baked bread with the
dinarin the flour and gave the bread to a »y. When the man retumed, she couldn't locate the dinar and said to him, “May one of my children die, if | had
any benefit from your dinar.” 7 "o . It was reported that soon after, one of her children died. They said, if this is the punishment for one
who swears truthfully, v"axy one who swears falsely. The Nopon of the Gemara is that since b take care of the o they would be
~n to swear there was no prepayment, because even if there was, it was coming to them as compensation for watching the children. This nymaw
even if they think is 7w, could lead to dire consequences as in our story, so they were Ym0 to avoid swearing and to make a v instead.

The v'0 [an% 10 1v1 »124] on the pasuk "NIWY W NN KL WR NP N2 % MWD PR N DY NIk Nwn &Y' [3-2 1] explains that we see
the severity of swearing in vain using the 'n ow from a v'p in using one’s own name [%2 »n] in swearing. This is how he translates the pasuk, n>”
"N ' ow NN Nwn - derived from a v of one who is punished [y N5] when swearing just using his own name, "Nw9 1w NN N> TN,

The ;wHx ¥8 ['n''o N'n] discusses not swearing even mnaNa and quotes the o' who says [+ pwy 1"'no] that 7nsn nya itis a nwy mynto
swear ' owa. He also quotes the 0”2 who says [N'n N> myaw in] that one who is a»n a nyvaw in 73, itis a My to do so with the 'n ow
as this is a 'n vy rp. The Wb v brings many that are careful not to swear at all, quoting our Gemara and the y"w, and explains that maybe
just like it is a M~ to swear ' owa when necessary and considered a 'n vy, showing our fear of making a false nyvaw and refraining from
myaw completely is a bigger 'n enp! In today's times when necessary to be in oAy, due to the above concerns, it has become an accepted
practice and is permitted by the courts, that when prompted to swear “To Tell the Whole truth” the o uses the term “Affirm” instead of swear.
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Yosef Dovid Azulai z¢”’I (Chida) would say: 327N 0w (6)

“M2 2 NP 12 908 12 NP - Korach came with a complaint. If the Melucha and Kehuna went to the children of Amram, who
was the bechor of Kehas, then the Nesius should go to the next son Yitzhar in the order of age. For that, the Torah says the ‘son
of Kehas’ who was not the oldest since Gershon was older, to tell us that it has nothing to do with age. Furthermore, the Torah
says the ‘son of Levi’ who also was not the oldest, again to show that it’s all destined by Hashem and not just who is older.”

A Wise Man would say: “Whenever I feel the need to exercise. I lie down until it goes away.” ST 'Y UIPID
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During the mid 19th century, one of the chief antagonists to the hideous practice whereby rich Jews would shield their
children from Polish or Russian military service by offering the authorities the children of poor families, was the famed chief
rabbi of Bialystok, R’ Yom Tov Lipman Heilprin z¢”l, author of Oneg Yom Tov. He fought tooth and nail against noble-
men, communal leaders, was accused of disloyalty to the government, and was even imprisoned on occasion for his efforts.

His constituents knew their Rav as a lofty individual, a Tzaddik and Talmid Chacham, who always looked out for their
welfare. He was even known to perform an occasional miracle. One of the well-known personalities in Bialystok was a man
known as Reb Alter the Badchan. As his name suggested, he was a performer, an entertainer, who enthralled audiences at
Jewish simchos. Reb Alter would act as a master of ceremonies, comedian, and various other functions and he would generate
energy for a wedding party before and after the chupah. He would speak and sing, weaving in references to the Gemara and
Tanach, offering a humorous commentary on contemporary life and quite often doing impressions of Rebbes and Rabbanim.
For his efforts, he would receive compensation and tips, but Reb Alter certainly did not become rich from being a badchan.

In order to supplement his income, Reb Alter would frequent the nearby sand dunes, where the business of sand mining
took place. Sand is used extensively in building, glass-making, road construction and electronic equipment, with sand and
gravel being some of the most extracted resources in the world. Reb Alter would climb these dunes and fill up sacks of sand
which he would then peddle to local businesses who needed them. This, too, didn’t make a lot of money but Reb Alter,
always cheerful and happy, would trudge to the sand dunes day after day, and do what he must to feed his family.

One morning, as Reb Alter was heading to the dunes, he heard his name being called from a window. R> Yom Tov
Lipman, the Rav of Bialystok, was peeking his head out of his study window, asking Reb Alter to come inside for a moment.
He walked into the Rav’s study and R’ Yom Tov Lipman beckoned him to take a seat. The Rav had his nose buried in a sefer,
so Reb Alter sat patiently, waiting for him to acknowledge his presence and tell him what he needed. R> Yom Tov Lipman,
however, continued learning as if no one was waiting for him and he did not even lift his head for a solid fifteen minutes.

Reb Alter was patient, but after a while, even he began to squirm a bit. He looked at the clock on the Rabbi’s wall and
realized that every minute he continued sitting there idly in the study, was a minute he was losing out on business. He cleared
his throat to gain the rabbi’s attention but to no avail. Finally, he said reverently, “Did the Rav ask me here for a specific
reason? Is there something I can do for him?”” The Rav looked up briefly, noticed Reb Alter, and motioned him to sit back.

The badchan continued to wait, although he was rapidly losing patience. Why had the Rav asked him to come to his study
if he was just going to continue learning from his seforim and ignore him totally? Reb Alter was good-hearted and refused to
think ill of the Rav, but after another fifteen minutes, he could no longer hold himself back. He inquired if R> Yom Tov
Lipman still needed him to wait there for any reason, and in response, the Rav again pointed to the chair and bade him to sit.

Another fifteen minutes elapsed in this manner and just before Reb Alter was about to explode, R> Yom Tov Lipman
suddenly stood up and smiled. “Reb Alter, thank you for coming in. You can go now. Have a wonderful day.”

Without a second glance, Reb Alter hurried out of the Rav’s home and ran all the way to the sand dunes. When he got there,
he saw a huge commotion taking place. It seems that just a few minutes ago, a tremor in the area caused a landslide, with one
of the tallest dunes completely collapsing on itself, burying a handful of workers who were collecting sand. Emergency
personnel were hauling away injured and dead bodies, and Reb Alter stood there in shock, realizing now why the great Oneg

Yom Tov had asked him to sit still in his study for forty-five minutes. R” Moshe Shmuel Shapiro z¢”l, a descendent of the |

Oneg Yom Tov, recounted this story and said that in his youth, he met Reb Alter, who corroborated every single detail.
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Chazal say that Shimuel HaNavi was a descendent of the
wicked Korach, and devoted his life to correcting his
ancestor Korach’s rebellious actions in contesting the
leadership of Moshe Rabbeinu, by always making sure to
present the correct Torah perspective in everything. But what
indeed was Korach’s “error” that had the potential to be
corrected? After all, he organized a rebellion against Moshe
Rabbeinu - surely, there could be no justification for that!

R’ Nosson Scherman shlita quotes Chazal who say that
Korach’s main argument against Moshe Rabbeinu was that
there was in fact no need for Moshe to lead. He argued that
since the entire nation had stood at Har Sinai, there was no
need to have a king-like authority figure. Rather, he felt that

HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

the people would be better served as a ‘“self-governing
nation.” However, the Torah’s view is that without a king
there would be anarchy, and, more importantly, a proper
Jewish king inspires the nation and doesn’t lord over them.
The king in the Torah’s world is not an absolute dictator or
monarch, he is bound by Torah laws.

Thus, as Korach’s descendent, it was indeed befitting that
Shmuel HaNavi be the person who clarifies for all time the
true position of a Jewish king — explaining how Korach’s
argument is invalid. The ideal system of Jewish government
has a king at its head, but a benevolent and righteous king
who knows that his place is to abide by the dictates of the
Torah as transmitted by the Sanhedrin.
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There is an unusual Ramban on this parsha. He comments that Targum Onkelos on the word n7vp is inconsistent with

"C, the typical translation. The Targum usually writes, Y002 n70p or 0N, Here, though, the Targum deviates and just says

n7vp omitting the rest. (Now if you look at our version of the Targum you won’t see the discrepancy because he in fact

R4 does say yno1a. But seemingly, the Ramban had a different version.) The Ramban goes on to explain that perhaps this

wasn’t the regular nIvp with all its normal ingredients (since it was not being used for the avoda in the Mishkan).
Maybe we can offer another machshava here. As is well known, the VP contained the famous ma5n, a foul smelling
incense. Chazal explain that this refers to the Reshaim, the sinful people. Yet, they are included with all the fragrant spices.

& | 1N 9y 1199 BN N, as they too aren’t excluded. mVP also connotes good deeds (see Rashi on Hagar/Ketura).

Korach enacted a rebellion of sorts, the opposite of the phrase, n1vp> NNy Ywyn. Thus, when Moshe chose mVp as the

¢ | vehicle with which to punish Korach, he couldn’t use the regular recipe that included the nya5n. Why? Because that nyvop
"C, would defend the wicked ones as does the ma5n. Later on in the parsha when Aharon uses the nVp to stop a mageifa, it’s

possible that he used the regular nIvp which innately had the ability to protect. Similarly in the parsha, Moshe

3 %] commanded each shevet to place a mateh, a staff, inside the Mishkan and Aharon’s staff was among the others. Why? It’s

possible that Moshe was showing Aharon’s strength. Showing why davka he was chosen to be the Kohen Gadol. It was

=] because of this trait of being b’soch - together with everyone. It is important now, as the chodesh of Tamuz commences, for

us to be mechazek the inyan of achdus - the impetus for the Geula we are all yearning for bimheira b’yameinu, Amen!
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spoon and a fork. Then the disabled man is tasked with

CLe 6
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« | m There was once an institution for the mentally disabled
w| which was renowned for it’s unique style of management. It

contained three management groups, each corresponding to a

%] different level of disability. They were good but how they

managed to figure out each individual’s degree of

:"’C;‘T" impairment was something that baffled many experts.

One day a young journalist decided to do some research.

'| After digging into it a little, he concluded that there was
g% | someone in the management who served as the brains behind
6| the operation. He secured a meeting with the man, hoping to
5| be able to discuss the special techniques he employed.

The meeting was off to a good start so the journalist

4| decided to broach the topic. To his surprise, not only did the

man not try to avert the topic, but he even offered to explain:

getting the water out of the tub.”

“Aha,” said the journalist, “so I guess the one who uses the
cup is placed in the highest level.”

“No, actually,” came the reply, “the smartest ones just pull
the plug out of the tub!”
Swn3: Korach was a highly intelligent man, as Rashi states.
He was a Torah scholar and highly respected. If so, how did
he fall into this mess? The Medrash answers that Korach’s
“eyes” tricked him. He saw that there was greatness in
himself and he let himself become blindly drawn into the
spat. When we review this story each year during Parshas
Korach, we must contemplate and understand: how many of
us are guilty of overlooking some basic intellect because of
an ulterior motive? How many people “empty the tub with a
spoon rather than just pull the plug,” because they didn’t
think the situation properly through?

"C, H “We fill up a bath with water and give the individual a cup, a
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When we talk about the dispute of Korach and Moshe, it is called the dispute of Korach and his assembly. There was no

" dispute between Korach and his own men? Why do we not mention Moshe as the opponent to Korach? The answer is because
.| Moshe really was not involved. He stayed away from machlokes and strife, and therefore the Torah tells us “Lo Yehiye

5 | K’Korach V’kadaso.” Don’t be like Korach and his cohorts. They are the ones who started and continued this horrible fight, and
"C, therefore they were punished. In fact, we should learn from this story another great lesson. “Yehiye K’Moshe” - we should all

act like Moshe Rabbeinu. After all, he is our Rebbe. And from Moshe we can learn how to handle a machlokes. In fact, a wise

»“ person once said, the best way to win a fight is to avoid one. Just getting involved and answering back to an angry person who

is starting up is looking for trouble. Yelling back at someone who is angry is like putting a log on a fire. It is only going to make

%] things worse. So, the best thing to do when someone is upset and lashes out at you is to remain silent and try to walk away.

Many people, after answering a nasty remark, justify their innocence by saying, “But he started. It is not my fault. If he

| ‘rt,"“ would not have said that nasty, sarcastic, hurtful remark, I would never have answered this way. It is not my problem.” How
w¥% | wrong is this logic? In fact, Chazal teach us, “Ain machzikin b’machlokes.” One should not strengthen a fight. It doesn’t say
”' *| we should not start a fight, but rather we should not uphold one. Do not keep it going. If someone starts up and you answer
,“ "‘,\,{ back, you are continuing the argument. This is forbidden. This is why Moshe Rabbeinu is not even mentioned when we talk
about the machlokes of Korach and his assembly. It takes two to fight and Moshe was not interested in being the second party.

It is difficult but we must do everything in our power to live in peace with others. It takes strength, determination and hard

| work to get along with people. But if we do ours, Hashem will surely bless us with the greatest blessing in life which is shalom.




