
 /// ungk ,uagk rcs rat vgrv kg wv ojbhu - (sh-ck),uthdac rhfvk
    vhf 'cu,fv iuakc h,hntv iuufnv ,t ihcvk ubh,bhcn cdaba ,gsk ubt ohfhr

oda ;t kgu !?ojb,hu tuv ost ic hfu 'thna hpkf wvyrjw ka daunv xjhhk lhha lhtv
:vank v"cev rnt vkhj,fkn hrva 'vyrj ka ,uthmn itf ohtur wi,hhuuvf ohrcswvn
ihhsg 'kgupc vrhzdv v,mh tk ubue hbp ,t van vkhja rjtu 'wokftu ovc hpt rjhuw
v"cev ,rhzd oda arpk ah hf 'vyrj ka ,uthmnf rcsv ,t rhsdvk jrfv itf iht
in vrhzdv tm, zt er uxgf ,t uhnjr uacfh tk vkhkju ucuah tk ota 'htb, kg v,hv

/kkf vrhzdv kuj, tk zt 'uhnjr ,t urhcdhu uhbp ,t Uk$jh ot kct 'kgupv kt jfv
;,ha atrn hf 'okug ka ufkn kmt kufhcf vshnv thv lf hf ohtura hpfu     
ifa iuhfu 'uhsjh ,ushnv wc h"g okugv ,dvbv ,t gceu 'ihsv ,shnk ohnjrv ,shn
ohnjrv ,shn ,t rhcdn otc u"j vgrk rzdba ubhs rzd gurek ostk jfv i,hb
ihta v"cev vb,v vkhj,fkn ifa 'v"cev ka u,gs kuyhc rsdc vz ihtu 'uh,ukhp,c
tmnb rhpau /vkyck ohnjrv ,shnk vp iuj,p vhv, tk f"tt u,rhzdk ;eu,
vdav ubk iht ot od ',tz kfcu /ohrcsv ,ugnanc vdav ubk iht wwv ojbhuw ,uch,va
iuakc rcsv ,t vru,v vrhsdv vnk ,uaevk ,uar ubk i,hb 'ohrcsv ,uvnc
'utc ,uruvk vhrcs kfu 'wvtruvw iuakn tuv wvru,w hrva 'wvyrjw tycn u,ugnana

/ubhrucg sunhk od lfc ah jrfvc 'vz ihgf iuak cu,fk iufbk vru,v v,tr otu
ouen kfn wvyrjwf ,rsdun vbht vrhzdv ,ghbn ot oda ,gsk ubhkg obnt    
rcsv ,t tyck vru,v v,mr ifa iuhfu 'wvyrjw ka wvbhjcwf cajhvk thv vkufh
kf 'wvyrjwf ,rsdunv ,nhhuxn ,uthmn lhha lrc,h ukmt ota ,ukdk hsf wvyrjwf

 

 o,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagk ,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnau
 /// okug ,hrc(zy-tk)asue ,cak vbfv ,umn ihbgc - 

    't ttttrrrrzzzzgggg    iiiiccccttttvvvv',ca tuv ouh vzht ujfah tka gucav hnh urnaha urnau" :k"zu 
kkfc hrv /k"fg '"vbkkjh tku ,cav runaha hsf haav ouhc uhfrsu uhfrm ie,hau
ouh jfah tka ,umnv 'tsj /h,r, vhc kkfht ,cav ouh runak ubuma "urnau" ,umn

 ruthca unfu /"uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz" ka ,umnv uvzu ',caviiii""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv'f ,una) 
yapv lrs kgu" :(j,cav ,t ouh kfc shn, rufzba vumn thva (t,khfnc) urnt 

,hatrc vagn rufzh shn, u,ut ubrfzc hf 'ohnhv rtac ubk ;kj,h tku uvjfab tka
u ',g kfcrnta unf vzv ,utc ub,ut vum tuvu 'truc okugk aha ,g kfc vsub

tfht hrv /k"fg '"kev ,buntc kusd rehg vzu /ofhbhcu hbhc thv ,ut hf (dh 'tk ikvk)
ifa tcuvu] /ubchk lu,c vbuntv ahravk tuv urehgu 'ouh kfc ,cav ouh rufzk vumn

 duvbkkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzz    llllccccrrrrhhhhuuuutttt    iiiinnnnkkkkzzzz    vvvvnnnnkkkkaaaa    wwwwrrrrouh ka rha osue" :(sh 'th vkhp, vnka ,ufhkv) 
,gs ouan ubhhvu ///wufu ,cac hbukp ouh ouhv 'uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz" 'ubhcr rnt
tkt i"cnrvf vbht vfkvv rehg uvhnu 'ouh kfc ,cav ouh ,t rufzk vumns i"cnrv

[/k"fg "wufu xufv kgu ohrcsc uasek tpud ,cav ouhc er thv vumnv
 

,dhrsnc ova ukt ,ucrk 'vhrcu vhrc kfc ,uhvk uz vbhjc vkufha ifa
ovk ihtu ',uhugyc kafvk ohngpk ohkufh ov od 'wohbucbw ut wohnfjw wohehsmw

/vn rcsc uda ift hf ,gsk ohjfubaf ,ntv kg ,usuvkn ahhc,vk
yeub ohngpku 'w,ntv kg vsunw ,uhvk sutn vaea tuv ,uthmnv obnt   
'ufkvnc vdaa rrc,n inzv ogu ',nhuxn vrynk tuck hsf lkvn vzhtc ostv
vke vue, vzht uk aha sug kfu 'vda ift hf ,usuvk uhkg vae vaucv hbpn lt
ohngpku /v,ugmntc vrynv dhavk z"fc vxbnu ufrsc ihhsg ezj,n 'vgy tka
,rm uhkg v,ae 'u,ugy h"g u,aeucn ,t dhah tka ukmt rrcuva rjt od
ukhtf ohbp shngvku u,kuuhtc ,ubak ukhpt ohfxnu 'u,ugy kg vsun ubhtu iuhzcv
/usngnu usucf shxph tka sckcu vrynv ,hkf, kg r,uuk tuv ifunu 'vda tk
,t dhan ubhta vn sckn hf 'lfc tuv orud ,ugr vnf hf ,gsk ostv kg obnt

 /vutdv ,shn thv tukv r,uhc vgurdv vshnv ,t lfzn ubht od 'u,ryn
u,sucgu u,cuja jfuuh 'u,ugyc aja rjt ohrcsv ,uthmnc ostv ibuc,h ot    
',uthdac .pj ubht unmg ostv hrva 'u,ghda kg vtsuvv thv vga v,utc
s$g*m vc s$g$m u,uta ehxvu cyhv cyhv uhsgm ,t cahj vkhj,fkna jrfvcu
er ot'ushmn ,ugy vhva rhfn rcfaf ohrcsv gumhc rjtku 'vphu cuy ubhv
ot hf vz ihtu ',ugy vagha uh,uchxc cchx v"ceva tuv ihcn 'rah kfac ibuj,b
vgbfv ?thv uzhtu 'uzf vgac ostv kg ,kyunv vsucgv v,ut hshk uthcvk
vfuz lfcu ///lf kf ofj ubhtu ,ugyk u,kufhca ,ntv kg ,usuvk ubhhv !,ukpau
,tn ,tz v,hv vchx hf /,ukpau vgbfv hshk tucku u,uutd ,t ahkjvk ostv
rat 'vutd hshk uthcv vga v,ut sg uk vsnga vnfjva v"cev gsha rjt wv

/(/v vyux) k"zj ubk uruva hpf 'vbhfav ,travc ,ufzk ubnn rmcb v,njn
unmg ,t ihfhu 'uhfrm kf ie,ha tuvu ',ca ,rhna ,umn kkfc kkfht sug     

 f"anf ,cav ouh ,trek ihfvk vumn uvzu /,cav ,trek u,hc ,tuoooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvv
ohrcs jehk ufrs ihtu r,uhc cuaj ost vhvha p"gt" :(wu wkv ,ca ,ufkvn k"p)
,cav lrumk iva ohrcs ,uagk chhj ,hcca ,uftknc exg,vk tku euav in
'ivc kack ohmgv kmpn vhva hn ovn ohbuatrv ohnfj 'usucf tuv vza upudc
hn ivnu ',urb ehksn ut ,ukh,p ksud ut rac jkun ut kacn vhva hn ivnu
ufrs ihta hp kg ;t veanu kftnn ,cav lrumk iva ohrcs vbueu tmuh vhva

 /k"fg '"jcuan vz hrv vz rcsc vcrnv kfu 'lfc
/,ca sucf uvza upudc ,ca lrumk ohrcs ,uagk wchhjwa exp o"cnrva hrv    

 whgu]vvvvffffkkkkvvvv    rrrruuuutttthhhhcccccccc[/a"hhg 'uk ut rund cuj tuv otv o"cnrv hrcsc vbsa 
) urnta k"zj hrcs gushu     rrrrvvvvuuuuzzzzunfu 'vfrcv ruen tuv ,cav ouha (/zx c"j 

,ufzk vmura hnu /"vfrcv ruen thv hf vfkbu ufk ,ca ,trek" ohrnut ubta
,cav ouh rfuz ostva vz h"gu !,ca ,rhna h"g tuv iputv ',"hav ,tn vfrck
inuznu ifun tuv ,cav ouh tcafu ',cav ouh ,trek unmg ihfn 'gucav hnh kf
iputc ,"hav ,tn vcurn vfrcc lrc,n vhvh vz h"gu ',cav ouh ,t kcek
uk vhvh tku 'ouh sugcn uhfrm kf rsxha 'uatrc uhbhg ofjvu !sutn sg tkpb

/iurjtv gdr sg ,cav kcek kckucn

",hkyc ihzjut ohba" - The Mishnah states if 2 people come to s"c holding on to a ,hky and both say "vh,tmn hbt", we pasken that each one must
swear that he does not own less than half of the ,hky and we then split the ,hky between them (ueukjh). The  [wt whx j"ke wx n"uj]g"ua  paskens,
that if they both don’t want to make a vguca, we divide it without a vguca. If one is willing to make a vguca but one isn’t, the one who doesn’t want
to swear may tell the other person to swear that the whole thing is his and he then receives the whole ,hky. The l"a explains that this is considered a
vguca kudkd and is done with .pj ,yheb. This is because since he has to swear anyway that he owns at least half, we may add and make him
swear on the whole ,hky. Otherwise, this would only be considered a ,xhv ,guca which would be less runj and not require .pj ,yheb. 

 [wt wx 'j"j]     i,b ,uruvk ,"ua  discusses a case where someone had yhhmvrth for his father but was too weak to daven for the sung so he sent
his son, the grandson of the rypb, to take his place as the ."a. The t"nr ,"ua [j"he] says this is a good idea and a ,ufz for the rypb, because a
grandchild (sfb) does have a ihs of uhct hct suchf . The t"nr adds, however, that if there is another kct in shul that is a son of a rypb, then he
gets 2 ohahse while the grandchild takes only one. The vcr vhkt brings from ctz ihnhbc ,"ua, that anyone who says ahse as a jhka of the son
of a rypb, is treated like the son himself and like any other of the ohkhct in shul, because of "u,unf ost ka ujuka". The i,b ,uruvk ,"ua however
brings the ohrpt vyn who holds that even a jhka of a son, if there are other ohkhct, may only say 1/3 of the ohahse.
    The i,b ,uruvk paskens and says tbexnk, the grandson has a ,ufz in 1/3 of the ohahse as a sfb and another 1/3 as a jhka (not like the ihnhbc
ctz) a total of 2/3. So, he really is asking for 2/3 of the ohahse and is vsun and not arguing on the last 1/3. This is exactly our Mishnah, where one
says hka vkuf and one says only hka vhmj. Since they are only arguing on half, they divide that half and one swears he doesn’t own less than 3/4
and the other one swears he doesn’t own less than a 1/4. Here too, the regular kct gets his 1/3  that the grandson is vsun to and they split [ueukjh]
the other 2/3. This leaves the sfb with 1/3 and the other kct with 2/3 of the ohahse. But he says, since the ctz ihnhbc ,"ua says that a jhka is vfuz
totally like the other aveilim, we should try to give the sfb a bit more than a third. * rhgvk ahu: Here, the son is vsun the grandson is entitled to
something, but in our Mishnah the one who says hka vkuf, says the other one is entitled to nothing?

[n"c snj heuaj] ihhyarckhz wr    was asked, if 2 people are arguing as to who a kusd ost promised could drive him home? R’ Zilberstein says he
asked his brother-in-law, ohhj wr who said in a case like this we say ueukjh and each person should drive the kusd half-way home. He says this
happened once to chahkt wr where a few people were vying for the ,ufz to drive him home from a bris and R’ Elyashiv allowed one to drive him. He
had once driven him previously (10 years prior)                                                                                            and k"zj say, "uka thbxftn ost vbah tk".              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor zt”l would say:
    “wokug ,hrc o,rsk ,cav ,t ,uagk ,cav ,t ktrah hbc urnauw - The posuk says the word Shabbos twice to teach us that
you can’t just keep Shabbos in order to be yotze yidai chovaso, rather you have to watch over Shabbos that even your
children after you are going in the right way. ‘V’shamru Bnei Yisroel Es HaShabbos’ referring to yourself, ‘La’asos Es
HaShabbos L’Dorosam’ referring to your children and generations after you, and then it will be a true ‘Bris Olam’.”

A Wise Man would say: “This life is hard, but it’s even harder if you’re stupid!”                                                     
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen.  The Jewish Kitchen (98)
Gentile in a Jewish Kitchen. We have been discussing the details
of Bishul Akum and wine issues when a gentile is in a Jewish
kitchen. There is another area which has common shailos
regarding kitchen mix-ups in dish washing and related activities.
When gentile help includes dish washing, precautions should be
taken. First, the gentile must comprehend (in a language they
understand) the concept of separating milchigs, fleishigs and
parve, and where thing belong. Also, to use warm (not hot
water) when washing dishes. This way, even if a mix-up occurs
(e.g. they used the wrong sponge), the dishes and sink will not
need kashering. [The sponge might need to be thrown out.] This
is because anything that is less than yad soledes bo [hot enough
to scald one’s hand] is considered cold and cannot impart a taste.  
Even though we cannot rely that the gentile did as he/she was
asked to do, it would at least be a safek whether the water was
yad soledes bo. Similarly, if one was not wearing gloves, it is at
least a safek if the water was yad soledes bo. In that case, we can 

      

rely on the RM’A, as will be explained in the following paragraph. 
Faucet Water. The RM’A (1) rules that even though a hot water
flow from a kli rishon [vessel that was on the fire] can impart a
taste, it cannot do so if it has to first heat up a cold food item and
then imbed its taste into a hard utensil or sink. The Shach (2)

disagrees with this leniency. In a case like those mentioned above
when there is safek if yad soledes bo, one could rely on the
RM’A. R’ Moshe zt”l writes (3) that hot faucet water is similar to
the flow of water (as per the RM’A). That suffices to permit any
sink mix-up where there is safek of yad soledes bo, and there will
be no need to kasher the utensils or the sink. If indeed, they were
washed together with water that was surely yad soledes bo, one
must ask a shaila from a Rav if he has to kasher them. 
Washing Dishes in a Basin. If one sets up a system that all dish
washing is done in a basin inside a sink, first putting in the hot
water and some dish soap, and then putting in the dishes to wash,
no mix-ups will need kashering. Even without the soap one can
be lenient and not have to kasher as per the Pri Megadim (4).



   Although the sin of the Golden Calf is one of the worst in Jewish history, when the young and impressionable Nation
created an idol, bowed down to it, and even brought sacrifices to it, the posuk seems to imply that the main cause of the
problem was that the Jewish people are “stiff-necked.” Indeed, says the Alter of Kelm, R’ Simcha Zissel zt”l, this is the
main problem! They were inflexible, unable to admit that they made a mistake. This middah is the root of all evil for when
one is stubborn he will never admit that he made a mistake and will never change! 
    There is an important message here that we must take to heart. We all make mistakes! Sometimes we even make MAJOR
mistakes. But in truth, that is not so terrible if - and it is a big IF - we are able to admit that we made a mistake and apologize
sincerely. One might even raise up himself and his relationship to a level it was not at before. 
     We all know the three most important words in any relationship. Listen carefully and use them often. They are: I WAS
WRONG! Just saying, “I am sorry” is not enough. It does not allow one to move on. When one takes responsibility for a
mistake, his relationship can then go forward. However, when people are stiff-necked and stubborn, refusing to admit that they
are wrong, as in the case of Bnei Yisroel by the Chet Haegel, it is not the sin that is the problem, but the inability to fix it!
    In life, we come across many instances where people clash and there is room for strife. Remember, we ALL make
mistakes and sometimes, we do or say things we should not have. That is part of being human. If it happens, it can be
rectified. As long as we are willing to be flexible, tolerant and not “stiff-necked,” even a sin as terrible as the Golden Calf
can be transformed into a “Golden” opportunity to admit that we were wrong and thereby raise ourselves and our
relationships to a whole new level!

     When listing the required  measurements for the components of the  "vjanv ina" - the anointing oil, the cinnamon had
to be brought in two parts; each part weighing the equivalent of 250 shekalim - a total of 500 shekalim. What is the reason
for this exact measurement? Rashi explains it was a, "ihgc ihg ihkeua ihta ',ugrfv wc uc ,ucrvk ihtmjk uthcvk cu,fv ,rzd" - “a
decree to bring it in halves to add to it two overweights, because we do not weigh [the spices] exactly.” Weighing it twice
would end up giving somewhat more to hekdesh, as we add a bit to each weighing to ensure hekdesh not be shortchanged.
What may be the deeper message the Torah wants to convey here?
     R’ Shraga Grossbard zt”l offered two possible thoughts. The first is that although this added bit of cinnamon wasn’t a
very significant amount and didn’t add much, nevertheless, it was still required. This teaches us that every little bit we
disburse on Hashem’s behalf is precious and regardless of its insignificance, it is cherished. The second thought is a deeper
machshava in Avodas Hashem and life in general. A person must be consistent in his respective beliefs, outlook and
actions. There shouldn’t be too many contradictions. "vgrfv" means after strong consideration and a serious ",gsv kueha"
weighing the different options, you reach a conclusion. That maskana should be the one used to pave your way through
your spiritual navigation and life’s challenges.  
     Perhaps we can add another machshava here to explain why it was "u,hmjn" - brought in halves. In Yiddishkeit, it’s not
about all or nothing - either 100% or don’t bother. The Torah tells us that we can accept even half at a time. Just do your
best, and don’t worry about the rest. 
     Hashem counts our efforts, not necessarily the finished product! May we all continue to bring him nachas ruach.               

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

o,t h,n sg rnthu ogv kf kt uvhkt adhu
 /// ohpgxv h,a kg ohjxp(tf-jh wt ohfkn)

og o,t ktrah hbc kt rnt van kt wv rnthu
 lh,hkfu lcrec vkgt sjt gdr ;rg vae(v-dk)

ohanj u,hmjn oac inbeu ,utn anj rurs rn
 /// oh,tnu ohanj oac vbeu oh,tnu(df-k)

 /// ojrt rat ,t h,njru ijt rat ,t h,bju lhbpk wv oac h,treu lhbp kg hcuy kf rhcgt hbt rnthu(yh-dk)
     On December 25, 2023, two Israeli soldiers were killed r”l while fighting in the Gaza Strip. Sgt. First Class Yosef
Gitarts and Staff Sgt. Elisha Yehonatan Lober. Gitarts lived in Tel Aviv, Lober in Yitzhar. Side-by-side photos of the faces of
two soldiers graced numerous social media sites and looked out from the front pages of every newspaper the next day. What
stood out most in Gitarts’ photo is his green beret; in Lober’s, it is his white kippah and long, curly peyos. Gitarts was born in
Russia and immigrated to Israel at the age of 13; Lober was born in Beit El, son of actor and playwright Chagai Lober, director
of the Aspaklaria theater. Gitarts was a second-year computer science student at Reichman University; Lober learned Torah at
the Roei Yisrael Yeshivah in Yitzhar and was a youth coordinator in the community. Gitarts was single, Lober was married
with a 10-month-old baby. A look at the photos of the two, and a superficial glance at their biographical sketches, paints a
picture of two different Israels: what someone pre-October 7 might have referred to as the “State of Tel Aviv vs Judea.” Yet
they both died battling an enemy who sees absolutely no difference between the two and wants to rid the world of both. 
     Israeli President Isaac Herzog later addressed this in a speech to the nation, saying that Israel must not return to the
poisonous disunity that existed before October 7. “We must not return to the discourse of ‘us and them’,” he said. Gitarts and
Luber’s pictures side-by-side show that in war, there is no “us” and “them.” Yehonatan’s father, Chagai, also appealed in a
Facebook post for a day of unity to honor his son. “We request of the media and of every one of our nation: please, one day of
unity to uplift his soul, please don’t write or broadcast anything divisive, please, speak good [of others], find the good of the
decision-makers and of our amazing people who Yehonatan was proud to fight for.”
     Chagai then told over the following story. A number of weeks after Yehonatan’s death, I met with Brothers in Arms [a
left-wing protest-movement for secular IDF reservists] out of a common concern for Jewish and Israeli unity. It was a
meaningful encounter. We listened to one another, and even came to some tentative understandings on various issues.
    After two hours I told them I had to leave and hurried to exit. They wanted to know what my hurry was and I told them I
needed to pray and say Kaddish for Yehonatan. “What’s the problem?” said the brothers, “You can say it here.” Here??
     “What do you need to say Kaddish?” they wanted to know. They truly had no idea what it means to pray.
     I explained, “Ten people ...Ten men.”
     They immediately did a mass recruitment in their offices and wouldn’t you know it - more than ten men showed up.
     “Okay, what do we do now?” they asked.
    “Well, you’ll need to cover your heads out of respect,” I told them, hoping this wouldn’t cause them to change their minds.
     So they all stood up and covered their heads with sweatshirt hoods, handkerchiefs, and position papers. They were happy
to do it and used any and all means to prepare for the prayer. 
     “Look,” I told them, “we’ll need your cooperation in order to pray. You’ll need to answer Amen.”
     “For sure!” they all chimed in. “When do we say Amen?” It was amazing that they truly had no idea.
     “Umm... it’s hard to explain...,” I told them. “You know what? Every time I raise my hand, you say Amen. Cool?”
     They all nodded and so I stood, a religious settler, “extreme right-winger”, in the heart of “them” - the left-wingers, and
prayed with them. I said Kaddish and the Amida and I raised my hand in the right places and they, more obedient than they’ve
ever been before, roared out Amen like Breslovers in Uman on Rosh Hashana, every time I raised my hand.
     I finished the prayer and told them, “I think that for Yehonatan up there, that was his sweetest Kaddish ever.”
     Much has been discussed about how the horror of October 7 unified the country - but how inevitably, as time passes, that
unity will fade. But it doesn’t have to. Acheinu Kol Bais Yisroel ... we are all one big and hopefully happy family!                       
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 rjn wvk dj rnthu irvt trehu uhbpk jczn ichu irvt trhu(v-ck)
llllyyyynnnn: R’ Yechezkel Landau zt”l, known by his magnum
opus “Noda B’Yehudah,” was the Chief Rabbi of Prague
(1713-1793). He was known for his brilliance, and many
times managed to redeem individuals, or sometimes the
entire community, from intimate dangers.
    Once, he was sitting in his study, which was located in the
upper story of his house, completely absorbed in some
difficult problems of civil and religious procedure which
were sent to him from all over the world.
    Suddenly, he heard shouting. As he looked up, he beheld a
strange-looking man, armed with an axe. “I heard you are a
wonder-rabbi, able to perform miracles,” shouted the
intruder, “Prove it!” Frightened as the Noda B’Yehudah was
by the imminent danger, he kept his composure and answered:

“Ok. How would you wish me to prove it?”
    “Jump from this window and land unharmed below; if not,
I shall kill you as a fraud.” R’ Yechezkel looked at the
invader, “That would be little proof of my wonder-working
power, for an acrobat could do it without a miracle; but listen,
I will do something more astonishing. I will walk down
below and you, remain here and see me come flying up, like a
bird, through the window!” The madman thought this a
dazzlingly bright idea and consented. R’ Yechezkel dashed
out, gave the alarm, and the lunatic was apprehended.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: When Aharon Hakohen was requested to help make
the Eigel Hazahav, he cleverly consented, or so the people
thought. By not completely confronting the issue he was able
to push off the calamity a bit longer and almost managed to
deter it entirely. There is much to be learned from the actions
of Aharon on that fateful day. 

    Similar to Klal Yisroel’s fall with the Egel Hazahav, King
Achav and the wicked Queen Izevel led their kingdom astray
while Eliyahu HaNavi tried desperately to encourage Bnei
Yisroel to recognize the folly of their ways. The Navi
beseeches the people saying, “How long will you keep
hopping between two opinions? If Hashem is the eternal
G-d, then follow Him, and if Baal is it, then follow Baal!”
But, in truth, was Eliyahu giving the Nation a choice?
   The Chafetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir HaKohen Kagan
zt”l says that the words of Eliyahu HaNavi teach us a
tremendous lesson in Avodas Hashem and how a Jew should
never compromise with those who have gone astray. Either a
person believes in Hashem, or he does not. There are no

other opinions. He explains that in those times, people were
led to believe that they can be good Jews who serve the
Almighty, but when they needed further answers or
clarifications, they could simply ask an alternate power. 
    While Eliyahu HaNavi was compassionate to the confusion
of the Jewish people, he still needed to set the basic ground
rules of being a true Torah Jew. This is the reason why
Eliyahu HaNavi gave the people two clear choices: either
follow Hashem or not. If the people choose to serve Hashem,
then all is well; but if they choose to serve the Baal then their
position is clear - they have separated themselves from the
"ktrah ,sg" - the congregation of Klal Yisroel. A Jew cannot
believe in Hashem and also serve idols.
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