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sjta tuv gush vbv /vbhfa vbjnk ifa kfu 'vhuk vbjnk xbfhk ruxtu /vag, tk
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unmg asek cua vxbh tk v,gna hsf ,tzu 'vkhkj ushc vrhjcv ihta ujhfuvk lf
iht ohngpka ohehsm urnt lf kgu /jkm, tk thv hf ihcha rjt 'wv ,njkn oujkku
thcvk tuv ihuuf,n 'rnukf /ush kg rmuuh,a cmnvk tkt 'tyjv omgk ihuuf,n rmhv
vkucj,c rcusna gsuh ostvaf 'okut /k"r vshrhu auth ka cmn hshk ostv ,t
iht lfku 'ughdhk lrg ah hf vrfv hshk tuch itfn 'lphvk /sug kvch tk 'rmhv smn
ihck ubhc ostv vn,h ,tz kfcu /cuyvu humrv lrsvn uyhxvk vxbnu 'uc .pj rmhv
'vshrh hshku vrhcg hshk rmhv hbthcn rcs ka upuxc tukv ?vff wv vag gusn 'unmg
iht vbvs 'h"ar ka urntnc itf ohtur ubt lf kg vcua,v ?,tzf hk ghdn vnku
kkf lrsca 'wvag, tkw ut wvagw ,umn tuv ot huuhm kf kg gcmtc ,utrvk ufrs

 ohbcuntmhuw huuhmva arpk iufbk vtr if h"ara ohtur ubt itf okut 'ovhktn ohrcsv
/wvag, tkw tuv wvbjnv lu, ,t t«ch tkw huuhmvu 'wvagw ,umn tuv wvbjnk .ujn kt

    'vumn tuva huuhmv omg kg ghsuvk h"ar ka u,buufc v,hv tka 'rnuk ah obnt   
'wruvy tkw tuv u,rhjcc tkau kafba vz ka vrucav u,gs enugk srh h"ar okut
rmhvk uk ub,b gusn ',tzf uhbpk wv vrev vn kg ihcn ubhtu vhn, ubhva tuv gsuh
iuuhf ift rmhv 'rmhv ,mgf wv ,mg ihta h"ar ughsun vz kgu 'ukhafvk ,uar

lhrjtn cau rcs ,urg lc vtrh tku- (uy-df) ohbhg ,rhna ,kgn ihbgc
    doooohhhhhhhhjjjj    ....ppppjjjj',ughbmv ihbgc rcsn cu,fv" :k"zu tkpb suxh c,f (vru,v kg) 

sg ',ujcuanv ,usnv kfn r,uh ,ughbmv ,sn vzc vjc,abu /vbjnv ,ausecu
vzn u,jdav vkhkj ekxha rnukf '"lhrjtn cau"c vzv vsnv kg abg 'v"ceva
vkgbv ,snv ,tza ubsnkk ',usnv rtac if rnt tku 'uz vsnc dvb,n ubhta
,snn unmg rnua ubhta hn 'ohtrub ohrcs /k"fg '"vhc tkuf vhc tssu 'ikufn
,ughbmv ,snn unmg rnua ubhta hn a"uj kct ',"hav ,jdavk vfuz ,ughbmv
snuga hn kg ohausev ohrpxv uc,fa vn gushu /uhkgn u,jdav ekxn v"cev

   /,"havk kkp,vk iumr ,g tuv vga u,utc 'ohruxt ohrcsc kf,xn ubhtu 'iuhxbc
 tcuvu    oooohhhhbbbbuuuunnnntttt    rrrrnnnnuuuuaaaa    kkkkggggcccc    kkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzz    vvvvyyyyttttrrrr    iiiirrrrvvvvtttt    hhhhccccrrrraaaa    ((((gggg""""eeee    wwwwnnnngggg))))    oooohhhhbbbbhhhhgggg    ,,,,aaaauuuusssseeee    rrrrppppxxxxcccc

omgu urmh kg rcd,nu 'vruxt ,ukf,xv uhbpk inszbu cujrc lkuv ostaf" :rnt
tuvv ostva vn kfu 'ohnac iumr ,ga tuv zt 'kf,xn ubhtu 'grc ,utrn uhbhg

 /"iumrk kce,, u,kp,a vkudx ',"hav ,tn ,aechu zt kkp,h
 rthc vz lrs kgu   tttt""""rrrrddddvvvv:k"zu '"wudu apbk crg, vhvb vut," :(yh 'dh) hkanc trev 

,uagk hsfc wv sucf hbpn ubumru u,ut, rcua ostv ratf hf "vhvb" iuak rntu"

gush vbvs /vb&e'T hshk tuc, lf lu,n teusa gsuh v"cev kct 'lkhafvk
vfzh osh kga ,uumnv ,t ohnav in ohbnzn ost kfka ohausev ohrpxn

c teus huk, l,nab iueh,a v"cev gshu 'uka i"rbv ,t ie,ku ohkavkouhe
wvbjnk .ujn tmhuw ka wvagw ,umnc vuymha cmn hshk tuc,a ubhhv 'ukt ,uumn

 /,unhka hshk vfz, lfcu 'wvbjnv lu, kt tuch tkw ka wvag, tkw ,umncu
eh,gtu 'vzc ,"hav ljhbh tk htsu 'rmhv ka ushn tmha odpvu vke,v ratcu   

 ausev rpxn lhbpkwwwwllllkkkknnnnhhhhkkkktttt    oooogggguuuubbbbwwww/rmhv ka ,ukucj, ,usut (jkahu ,arp) 
:k"zu 'kgnc rmhv sh ifta ohtur ubt ufu,na uhrcsn gye lhbpk thct vkhj,cu
wv wuf ehsmk gar vpumw uhkg snugu ostv og grv rmhv ectna shn, tuv lfaw
tchu vkgnk ktrah ,ukg wv vmrh ot sg '(dk-ck 'zk ohkv,) wuf ubczgh tk
ihcu ost ihc vnjknv zt kychu .rtv in vtnuyv jur rucgh ztu 'vrvn ubh,kutd
,gfu /k"fg wub,ut wv aursha wvahrsw iuakn tuv wrjaw 'rjav ,ukg sg 'urmh
aurhp 'wrjav vkg hf hbjka rnthuww :k"zu oa lanvc c,fa vn sug lhbpk thct
unf lf of,tn hbujka,u vzc hk ujhbv rntk ktrahn rcs kgcv aech sh,gk
vhv, tk cuaaf sh,gk :ruthc] /lf rypvk vmrhu ubc yuka tk rcf hf 'tuva
tkc u,ut uryph ktraha rmhv aech 'grvk ,hxnv rmhv ka vz shep,c lrum
,u,p,vk ovk vhv tk hf esmc vz hrv h"g ushxpv ot oda g"t ehsmh hf 'oukf
u,jkmv ignku 'f"f ehsm ubhta ohgsuha rjtn 'uk ujhbh tk h"bc okut /uhkt
ubk ruzj,a 'aurhp 'whb,frc ot hf ljkat tk rnthuw [ifku 'ihsv in r,uh oshxpv
ubk ,hhva ,njn 'vktv ,ufrcv ubk vhv tk lsh kga 'ub,sxpva ,ufrcv kf ,t
oda 'ubk hrv /k"fg wobumrf vaga woa u,ut lrchuw [jrfvc ztu] 'dryenku iyak

/vnutn ushc iyav vkgh tku 'vcuyk vcaj ohekt vgrk vcaj rmhv ot
'"vhvb" ch,f ifku 'wuf ubumr hbpn lbumr kyc a"nf ubumr vaug v"cev 'ubumr

/k"fg '"ubumr vagh v"ceva vhvb u,ut, u,ut, rcah ratf rnukf
'ubnhv kmhbu ushk vurg rcs tcv kf" :(/n) ihaushec wndc thsvk t,ht ,ntcu    
hns ,arupn wndv hrv /f"g '"urcs kuec gunak urcs haug jf hrucd /xb uk ihaug
hruchd" kkfc tuv hrv 'grv rmhv kg ujf rcd,ba 'vurg rcsc urmh kg rcd,na
'ohxb ovk vagha ohfuz ovu 'okuek gnua ,"hava cu,fv vrnt ovhkgu "jf
urmh kg rcd,h ota 'wndv jhycva vn 'vzn vkusd vkudx lk iht !ibuc,nk trub
hjt wr rnt" :(zh-t) vkf wxnc t,ht 'vghrhv chjrvku /ohxhbk vfzh vurg rcsc

r"ctku vrhcgv in unmg vbpnv kfu 'vrhcg hshk tc ;ux ohabc vpmnv kf vhath 
'jcznv hcd kg kusd ivff vkug ,ukgvk tuv hutr 'ktrah tuv ukhpt vtag
vrhcgv in kmg unmg ,t vauga hn kfu ',ukug ukghu h"bc hrgb ,t jkahu rntba
vbpna hn !ohtrub ohrcs /f"g '"wufu ,rav hftknf vbhfa uhzn iuzhb 'vtag tku
hrv 'vrhcg u,ut vag tku vrhcg vzht ,uagk grv rmh uk vhva 'vrhcgv in unmg

!ktrah tuv ot ukhpt '"kusd ivf" tuv ukhtf tuva v"cue hbpk cajb tuv
   hrcsc ohhxbu  tttt,,,,rrrrddddttttssss    ttttbbbbhhhhhhhhrrrreeee))))    rrrrggggkkkkpppphhhhhhhhyyyyxxxxvvvv,unnur ksud rgak iht" :(ch-t 

ehsmv ;xuh ,bhjcc zt tuva 'upeu, inzc r,xc u,uut, acufv ostv ,ause
/"rtak ihta ouhtu trub vause rut uhkg lhann tuv zt rat 'r,xc a"a ashea

trc hnen ohtes tct tfht hn""  - txhc rc tnj wr  left home after his wedding to learn for 12 years. When he came back, he went straight to
the bais medrash. His son thgaut wr was there & they started talking in learning. tnj wr not knowing this was his son, was impressed with his
Torah knowledge. When he came home, his son thgaut wr walked in & tnj wr stood up for him. R’ Chama’s wife said, “Does a father stand
up for a son?” The g"ua [t"x wsnr s"uh] paskens that one stands for a ofj even if he isn’t a iez but a young person. The l"a & z"y bring the
yek hkucha that this is even if the youngster ",umn kkfk ghdv tk". Later the g"ua [nr] writes that if the father is a talmid of his son, each one
stands for the other. The t"nr suggests that father & son should not live in close proximity to each other so they don’t become lax in sucf for
each other. This is how the drcbyurn o"rvn   was dvub. The z"y elaborates that from the time o"rvn was "vkusdk vkug", he & his father were
never together. The l"a brings the o"cnr that argues on this & says a son always stands for his father & never vice versa, rehg ifu.

van wr      [jf wx d"j g"vt n"dt] discusses leaving the family for long periods of time to learn in yeshiva. He brings our Gemara & says that we
see tnj wr left home & came back 12 years later. It seems he didn’t know his wife was pregnant when he left, so his son couldn’t have been
older than 12 & yet he stood up for this young boy. Thus, we see (like the yek hkucha) that there is a ihs of vnhe even for such a young j",. 
    The t"nr [wsf whx wnr] brings the e"hrvn that one is not chhujn in uhct hct sucf (grandfather). He says that the e"hrvn is "hk vtrb tk",
however, he says that ct suchf just comes before uhct hct sucf (the grandfather). The z"y brings h"ar [wt wun 'adhu] on the pasuk that cegh
brought ,ubcre to "ejmh uhct hekt" & it doesn’t mention ubhct ovrct. Rashi says because "ubez sucfn r,uh uhct sucfc ost chhj". The z"y
says we see from here like the t"nr that there is a ihs of kavod to a grandfather - just that the father comes first & not like the e"hrvn!

drcbhha xjbp ohhj wr      in  [ct suchf]ohhj ,rnan  brings the vcvtn vcua, that asks from the Gemara [tk ihaushe] that if one’s father &
mother ask him for a drink of water simultaneously, one serves his father first, because he and his mother are both obligated in the honor of
his father. Based on this, if one’s father & grandfather ask at the same time, one should have to serve the grandfather first because he and
his father are both commanded in his kavod! Why does the t"nr say one’s father comes before one’s grandfather? a"hhg. 
    The g"ua [wsf oa] says that one is also chhujn to be scfn his father-in-law. The z"y says the ruen for this is from lknv sus who called
kuta, his father-in-law, hct.  [wch erp]ohsrj rpx  says one is chhujn in kavod for a father-in-law & a mother-in-law because "upudf u,at" so
the parents of one is like the parents of the other.                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Aryeh Tzvi Frommer zt”l (Eretz Tzvi of Kozhiglov) would say:
     “wgr oa vhkg tmuvu ohrcs ,khkg vk oauw - Rashi explains that here we find the concept of Aveira Goreres Aveira - since he
violated ‘Lo Sisna’ (do not hate) he came to Lashon Hara. The comparison is based on the idea that Lashon Hara and Sinas
Chinam are really one and the same. In order to say ‘Goreres Aveira’ the two aveiros need to be of the similar type.”

A Wise Man would say: “You cannot change anyone, but you can be the reason they change.”                           
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
"vyhnav rcs vzu" - Selected Halachos of Shemita (4)
Making a Pruzbul: A Minor Under Bar Mitzvah. The
Tumim (1) holds that since a minor is not obligated in mitzvos,
the laws of Shemita don't apply to him and if he lent money that
is halachically his money, he can collect after Shemita. Some
argue (2) and hold that apart from the mitzvos involved, there is an
automatic cancellation of debt (min HaTorah) which also
applies to the money owed to a minor. Others say that was also
the opinion of Rav Elyashiv zt”l. Therefore, if a minor is owed
money and he wants to collect, he should make a pruzbul. He or
she will have to personally come in front of a Beis Din and they
cannot appoint their parents to do this for them because there is a
rule (3) that a minor cannot appoint a messenger.
Minhag Bahgdad. The Ben Ish Chai (4) brings a custom that
even people who wrote a pruzbul found a way to actually fulfill
the mitzvah of letting go of a debt after Shemita. After making
the pruzbul, they would lend somebody a small amount of
money and after Rosh Hashana of the new year, the borrower
would offer to pay and the creditor would say "hbt ynan" - I am
letting go of the debt. Even ladies would lend rolls to fulfill this.

      

Question on the Minhag. Most people don’t follow this minhag
and there might indeed be a question to be asked. A debt that is not
due till after Shemita is not included in the cancellation of debts (5).

So the lender must mean he wants the debt paid back before
Shemita. So how does the borrower have the right to not pay back
sooner when he can? If he is relying on the giver, who doesn’t
really want it back now; then again it is not included in Shemita
cancellation of debts. This is not to argue on the Ben Ish Chai but to
bring out a delicate logic he must hold to answer the question. 
Owning or Rights to Land. The Mishna (6) rules that a borrower
must have land or rights to land, for the creditor to be able to make
a pruzbul. Some say that Hillel only set up pruzbul on normal loans
(usually given to those who have land [gere] as security for the
loan). Others say that by having land, the creditor has somewhat of
a “grip” to collect, similar to a mashkon loan, which is not affected
by Shemita since the creditor already has some form of payment in
his hands. A renter has rights to the land he rents. A boy in Yeshiva
is considered as having rights to the dormitory space he uses. Some
Poskim prefer that the Rosh Yeshiva should be asked to declare that
each boy has rights to his space (7). To be continued next week.



     The Yetzer Hara, our greatest enemy, makes sure to keep us very busy so that we don’t have time to think. This is why the
Torah tells us, “Ki Seitzei” - when you will go out to war against your enemies. Because when we want to fight against our
Yetzer Hara, we need to be proactive. We need to GO OUT of what is comfortable and familiar and do what takes effort on our
part. We need to make the first move in our quest to fight the Yetzer Hara and therefore the Torah says to GO OUT. Go out of
your comfort zone, because that is the only way you will grow. So what should we do? Well, firstly, give yourself some time to
think. Think about Hashem and how much kindness He bestows upon you every day. Make a Cheshbon Hanefesh of how
much time you spend thanking Hashem compared to how much Hashem does for you. The more you THINK the more you’ll
THANK and the closer you’ll feel to Hashem. Second, is DAVEN. Not necessarily from a siddur or Tehillim, but just from
your heart. Talk to Hashem. Say, “Hashem, I want to be close to You. I want to feel You inside myself. Please help me. “
    By fulfilling the first part of the posuk, “Ki Seitzai lamilchama al oivecha,” when you will go out of your comfort zone, your
familiar routine, and truly THINK and come close to Hashem, “U’nisano Hashem Elokecha B’yadecha” - once you have
made a relationship with Hashem, then the Yetzer Hara will have no power over you, “V’shavisa shivyo” - and you will
capture its captives. The captives of the Yetzer Hara are the tactics he uses to take us away from Hashem. When we overcome
those forces, all of those captives of the Yetzer Hara become captives of the neshama, because they have no control over us. 
    When we make the first move into Hashem’s outstretched arms, then we are fully protected from all our enemies. We must
make sure to remain in the loving embrace of Hashem and never let go. The way to do this is by continuing to THINK, to
THANK, and to ASK Hashem for help, so we can overcome our enemies and truly feel the great spiritual power of Elul.

    I vividly remember the Zaida (Machsheves Halev) saying over the following vort. He lived it and it is truly part of his
legacy. The posuk states that a newlywed husband is exempt from going to the battlefield. ",jt vba u,hck vhvh heb" - and the
posuk ends "jek rat u,at ,t jnau". Simply understood, "jnau" is the reason he should act this way that first year. The Zaida
notes that "vhvh heb" seems to apply for just one year, while, "u,at ,t jnau" is not just for shana rishona. It’s a lifelong mission! 
     Perhaps we can continue in this vein with the following vort that I believe the Zaida would’ve really loved and appreciated.
The next posuk which is linked with ours (as they are “sandwiched” between two x’s in one parsha) seems to have no
connection with ours at all. (The meforshim discuss this, see Ibn Ezra and Chizkuni.) The posuk reads, hf cfru ohjr kcjh tk"
"kcuj tuv apb - one cannot take for collateral, a small mill, because that is a person’s entire sustenance.
    As there are vru,k ohbp wg, maybe we can deviate from the simple meaning and thereby connect the two verses (see Baal
HaTurim). After the Torah advises to be jnan one’s wife, the Torah warns us not to offend them, "cfru ohjr kcjh tk" - do not
tamper or damage their kitchen tools, do not criticize their food, their meals, their culinary skills ... "kcj tuv apb hf" - because
you’re harming their souls. They are extremely sensitive to your comments and want to be appreciated regarding (and
regardless of) their domestic talents. Anything short of a compliment can cause angst, pain, and adversely affect the home’s
equanimity - it’s ,hc ouka. Instead, “dish” out lavish compliments and you and your palate will only gain.
    As the Yamim Tovim approach and the women get busy preparing for us, let us make sure we too are ready - to be jnan
them always, providing for their sustenance and happiness, and with that we should have harmonious homes, with rov nachas!  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 hbc ohcr hf /// vskh tk vreg hbr
 /// vkugc hbcn vnnua(t-sb whgah)

 lhvkt wv ub,bu lhcht kg vnjknk tm, hf
 /// uhca ,hcau lshch-tf)(

 u,at ,t jnau ,jt vba u,hck vhvh heb
 /// cfru ohjr kcjh tk /jek rat(u'v-sf)

/// usjh oh,apu rnm zbyga ack, tk(h-cf) 
    The Seforim Hakedoshim write that a person who wears clothing made from a shatnez combination (wool and linen),
will prevent his tefillos from being accepted in Heaven and can likewise stop himself from davening properly. 
    When the town of Mir fell to the Soviets in 1939, the students knew that their religious studies would be forbidden. Mir
was one of the first yeshivos to escape on October 15, 1939, reaching Lithuania legally before the border was permanently
sealed. They found temporary accommodations in the building of the Ramailles Yeshivah, in Vilna. In early 1941, seizing an
opportunity to further their escape, the entire yeshiva traveled as a group across the Soviet Union to Japan and onto Shanghai,
where they spent the war years. Mir emerged as the only Eastern European yeshivah to survive the Holocaust intact. 
    A well-known incident which occurred when the yeshivah was temporarily stationed in Shanghai, involved a student
who was having difficulty focusing his mind during the Yom Kippur davening. At first, he thought it might be the extreme
heat, which caused him to sweat profusely. He ran out in the middle of the tefillos and changed into his weekday clothes.
To his great relief, from that point on he seemed to have better focus and concentration, and davened much better. After
Yom Kippur, his Shabbos suit was checked carefully and shatnez was found in a most unexpected and secluded place. It
transpired that although the garment was previously checked, the small amount of shatnez had escaped detection. 
    Another profound incident regarding shatnez was retold by a Kollel yungerman in Gateshead, England. The young man
would, from time to time, travel around raising funds for his kollel. When he would come to the Jewish community in
London, he would periodically visit a traditional Orthodox couple who befriended him. He would speak with them and
offer advice and support, and over the years, developed a deep and warm friendship with them. 
    This couple always kept Shabbos, Taharas Hamishpacha (family purity) and Kashrus to the best of their ability, among
other mitzvos of which they learned more and more as time went on. They had been married for six-and-a-half years,
however, but they were not blessed with children. Being young and idealistic, they were very eager to start a family and
over a considerable period of time, they sought out the best medical advice available. Unfortunately, it was all to no avail.
Even utilizing the best treatments didn’t seem to make a difference, and the couple became devastatingly discouraged.
    One year, when the yungerman from Gateshead visited their house in London, the young woman poured out her heart to
him, weeping bitterly and languishing in great distress. She cried to him that she and her husband seemed to be destined to
a life without children. He tried to offer chizuk and told her to be strong - Hashem will not forsake you, he said. Upon his
return to Gateshead, though, he made a point to discuss the matter with a good friend.
    After some thought, the latter recommended that the couple be encouraged to undertake an additional mitzvah that they
had presumably hitherto not kept, in the merit of which they might be blessed with a child. The yungerman thought about
this idea and found great merit in it. After much consideration, he decided to suggest that they uphold the mitzvah of
shatnez. When he told them, the husband’s immediate reaction was that he knew all about shatnez. He had even had his
suits and coats tested for shatnez and they were perfectly kosher. He was then asked if his wife’s outfits and coats were
tested. The man reacted with surprise. They had been under the impression that this mitzvah was only for men and did not
apply to women. Upon realizing their error, they took his wife’s clothes to be tested and after inspecting her coat, it was
indeed found to be laced full of shatnez. The shatnez was promptly removed and the garment rendered kosher. 
     This incident took place in mid-Elul 5753. In Tammuz 5754, almost nine months later to the day, the woman gave birth
to a healthy baby boy and the yungerman was in attendance at the bris. The delight of the couple was indescribable and
they were eternally grateful to Hashem Yisborach for having answered their tefillos in such a timely fashion.                          
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/// ohjsb uha ,t ut lhjt rua ,t vtr, tk (t-cf)
llllyyyynnnn: In 1917, soon after the Russian revolution, a new law
was proclaimed throughout the land. Half of what one owns
must be given to Mother Russia. Agents were sent across the
entire Russian mainland to ensure that citizens kept the law. 
    One day an agent arrived in a small remote village and
knocked on the first door he saw. An old peasant opened up. 
    “I have come to ask you a few questions,” said the agent.    
    “Of course. Go right ahead,” replied the peasant.
    “Okay, sir, if you own two farms, what will you do with
them?” asked the agent. 
     “Give one to Mother Russia, of course,” came the reply.
    “And if you own two herds?” asked the agent. 
    “No doubt about it; one to Mother Russia!”
    “And if you own two cows?” - “One to Mother Russia!”
    “Two sheep?” - “One to Mother Russia!”

 

     The agent checked off each question on his clipboard.
    Finally, he reached the last question. “If you own just two
chickens, what will you do with them?” The peasant started
hemming and hawing, apparently unable to answer coherently,
    The agent looked surprised. “Sir, you are prepared to give
away your farm. A herd, cow, sheep, everything else you are
prepared to give - you can’t give away one measly chicken?”
   “Well ... sir,” he stammered nervously, “Ummm ... I
actually have two chickens!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The commandment to help a fellow Jew is a
tremendous mitzvah, as well as a very fulfilling task.
Sometimes it can be accomplished in a easy manner, whereas
at other times, it means going out of one’s comfort zone -
physically or monetarily. However, writes the Sefas Emes,
one should know that the more he exerts himself in this
mitzvah, the more Divine assistance he will receive,
ultimately making him that much better of a person.

Please Note Correction: The Haftorah for last week was
the Haftorah of "ojnjbn tuv hfbt hfbt" and this week we

read the Haftorah of "vreg hbr" as well as the Haftorah of
 "vrgux vhbg" as per the Mishna Berurah (425:7).

   Yeshaya HaNavi says: “Shout aloud for joy - for the children
of the desolate are more than the children of the married
women.” Chazal explain that the destruction of Yerushalayim
and the Bais Hamikdash produced more righteous people
(Daniel, Mordechai, Ezra, etc.) than when the holy city and
the temple were still standing (Achaz, Menashe, etc.). Such a
statement seems to be reversed. How indeed can this be?
    R’ Michoel Peretz shlit’a (Oholei Chein, Rav of TÜV,
Mexico) explains that during the Churban, the righteous

Tzaddikim saw the prevalent devastation and understood the
connection between evil and destruction. This enabled them
to draw the proverbial line between themselves and the
wicked ones of the generation thereby creating an atmosphere
of extreme aversion to the behavior of the wicked as well as a
radical approach to righteousness. The same can be said for
the wicked one’s radical shift away from righteousness.
   Therefore, while it should seem to be reversed, the ultimate
form of righteousness can be borne out of an extreme form of
wickedness, and vice versa. It can thus be assumed that in
times of major spiritual peril, we have the ability to tap into a
higher level of righteousness thereby elevating ourselves to
heights which we may never have gotten to on our own.
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