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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense
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Halachos on How to Recite Selichos and the nyn y"» Reciting it Without a Minyan. If one needs to say selichos
Thirteen Middos HaRachamim. In the introductory phrase of  alone, he has two choices:
our selichos, before one recites the Wm0 X, he says the posuk: 1) He can skip the om0 st X, The paragraphs of o0 9-N'
"nowaN' - “He called out in the Name of Hashem.” (1)One "2vy and "0ax TN 9-X" should be said up until the words,
should pause between the words "Dwa" and "n" because the "N MA DY N Y. @) (DN NV NI GOP D1 NN YY)
actual translation is: “He called out in the holy Name (to teach 2) He can say the ywm ¥, however, not in the tone and nusach
Moshe Rabbeinu the proper order of prayer. And who was the of the tefillah, but rather in the tune of Krias HaTorah with
one who called out?) - Hashem.” This is how the Mishna Berura the “trop” - the cantillations that are used when the Baal
@in the name of Avudraham (a later Rishon, talmid of the Tur) Koreh reads from the Torah. By doing so, he is actually
@ explains the posuk. (It is proper to note that both Targum learning Torah while saying the posukim which can, of
Onkelus and Rashi explain the posuk differently, as follows: “He course, be done without a minyan. R> Moshe Feinstein z£”’
(Moshe) called out in the Name of Hashem.” According to this, writes (5) that even if one does not know the correct f7op and
the words "owa" and "n" are to be said together, without a pause. he makes up his own, it is still permitted, because since it is in
However, we follow the first way as the Mishna Berura rules. the sing-song of Krias HaTorah, it is permitted.
With a Minyan. These are words of extreme holiness and can ~ Saying it Slowly. If a person says the 7w 3 slower than the rest
only be said with a minyan of ten people, similar to Kaddish and ~ of the minyan and they are finishing while he is still in the
Kedusha. Therefore, if one is behind the congregation when middle, he may finish off alone, because since he started with a
they get to the 1 X", he should pause where he is up to and say  minyan, it is like he said the whole thing with a minyan ).
with them the introductory paragraph "Dax T 5-N" or Ton9-N'  Girls in School. If a girl’s school recites selichos, they cannot say
"2y, then the T2 ¥ and then go back to where he was up to. the ™11 X because it needs to be said with a minyan of ten men.
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e 1791 45m5 1oma sy San qawd T o5on AN e px o 27a”- The ¥ 7 © NP0 NN paskens like n"a, that itis “mv
to move a 72w Hw 05w from one dovecote to another, but one may not move a large ladder that is used to go up to the roof [rby bv o]
even to fetch a bird from a dovecote. This is because large ladders are used to access the roof to do repairs, and one might think you are
moving the ladder to repair the roof, which is mox on V", so because of this Py TN, large ladders are 51502 mox. Additionally, since
9™N say, "IDR DTN TN AN PYN TN %91 DMION IORY DPN D', large ladders are :5v0a Mo even in private. However, n"a
allows using the dovecote ladders because since they had a specific style & everyone knows these ladders are used to climb up to get birds,
they were not concerned someone will mistakenly think you are climbing onto your roof to do repairs.

The 2"wn says that regarding a household ladder there is a @pan nmonn. Some hold that only a ladder used for a dovecote is “mn
according to n"3, because it has a specific look to it & they are identifiable as ladders for a dovecote. But a household ladder could sometimes
be used to reach a protrusion of the house & from there one can access the roof, so it's possible that it is being used to repair the roof, so this
ladder is Y1002 Mo because of Py T like large ladders. Consequently, it would be assur to move even in the house! Others feel that
since a household ladder is never used to directly reach the roof, no one will think you're trying to access the roof, therefore there is no wwn of
Py o & it's SV5Y PN, The 2w concludes with a compromise: in v v, one may move a household ladder, but in @270 mvA
one should be mann & not be Svovn it. There are 3 basic reasons given why once something is o to do because of py ywN, it is not
permitted even ©97n »7N2; 1) If we allowed it to be done in private, one might come to do it in public also. 2) We are concerned that even
when done in private, one might be spotted. 3) The a4, once establishing a mpn, make a »oa N5, Rav Moshe zt”/ [ 'ox'n N"IN]
explains that the only time we invoke the concern of py T is when the act is usually performed in a o way, so now even though you
are not being oiver, we are concerned for py . However, if an act is always o but some unlearned people might think this actis nox

& you are being oiver an nay, one need not refrain from doing this completely muttar actin public. [ e7mn nw @) 32 97 (3) 7xapn 2) 045 mpe (1)

oe ﬂ]mmN mum Mﬁ DN 99 (6) X33 1"V YN MNN (5) ') HNIY

“TaN9p
Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ben Attar z¢£”’l (Ohr HaChayim) would say:
SO INND N .. DY 02 NNTWIANT - The Gemara (Berachos 18a) says: ‘The righteous are considered to be alive, in
a spiritual sense, even after death.” Moshe was alluding to this concept. Thus, he said to them that although he would live
eternally, he was speaking of his experience of when ‘odeni chai imachem’ - ‘I am physically alive together with you.” He
also added the word “hayom” to allude that this was the last day of physical life with them.”

A Wise Man said ‘‘The first to apologize is the bravest. The first to forgive is the strongest. And the first to forget is the happiest.”
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On the final day of his life, Moshe called Yehoshua Bin Nun and infused him with energy and strength to fulfill the
mission to lead the Jewish people into Eretz Yisroel. He told him, “Chazak V’ematz” - Be strong and courageous, for you will
be the one to bring the Nation into the Holy Land. Rashi quotes the Gemara in Sanhedrin 8a as follows: “By the statement
“You shall go (%an) with the people” (as one of them), Moshe Rabbeinu said in effect to Yehoshua: The elders of the
generation will be with you, everything has to be done according to their opinion and their advice. In contrast, however, the
Holy One, blessed be He, said to Yehoshua, “For you shall bring (an) the children of Israel into the land which I swore unto
them,” in other words, you (Yehoshua) shall bring them even against their will - everything depends on you alone. If
necessary take a stick and beat them over the head - there can be but one leader for a generation, and not two leaders for a
generation.” Even amongst Bnei Yisroel, there will be those who rise up against the word of Hashem and Yehoshua was
ordered to deal with them forcefully in order to convince them of the Divine purpose of the mission.

From the moment of the State of Israel’s birth, the army has occupied a central role in society. In 1948, with the country
in the throes of its War of Independence, the interim government ordered the establishment of one unified military that
was called Tzvah Hagannah L’Yisrael - abbreviated to Tzahal - Hebrew for “Israel Defense Forces.” Israeli Prime
Minister David Ben-Gurion, urged by Torah leaders of the generation and motivated by a desire to avoid political conflict
with the ultra-orthodox, as well as to help revive the Charedi community which were decimated by Holocaust, agreed to
an exemption of military service and the draft, for those who learn Torah and study in yeshivah full-time. Unfortunately,
this has been a constant point of contention between secular and religious Israelis.

In 1968, the Israeli government under Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, appointed a commission to reconsider the draft
exemption provided to yeshivah students. It was immediately after the Six-Day war and many Israelis, including quite a
few government officials, were of the opinion that the original exemption agreed upon by Ben-Gurion, should not be
continued. As a result, they pushed with considerable pressure and influence to see this matter reconsidered. Numerous
meetings were held and, like most issues in the Knesset, a contentious debate erupted.

R’ Yechezkel Abramsky z¢’l, as president of the “Va’ad HaYeshivos” was invited to address the commission.

Midway through his speech, one of the government ministers stood up and rudely interrupted R’ Abramsky. “Rabbi, let
me ask you a question. Doesn’t your honor agree that actively defending the country of Israel, is more important and
serves more of a purpose than just sitting around in a room and studying the Torah?”

R’ Yechezkel was unruffled and immediately answered the brazen minister. “The words in the beginning of Sefer
Yehoshua prove the supremacy of Torah,” R’ Yechezkel responded. “We read that Hashem gave Yehoshua two
commandments: to conquer the land and to study and keep the Torah. Regarding the first, Hashem said, "X » NN 0"
"NIND NN OYN DN NN - *Be strong and courageous for you will inherit the Nation and take over the land.” Regarding
the latter, however, Hashem added a word to his missive. ™72y nWNTIN IWN NNNN 995 MYYY MWD TN NN 0’ - ’Be very
strong and courageous in order to keep the whole Torah which My servant Moshe commanded you.”

R’ Abramsky looked hard at the minister and then swept his gaze around the room. “Note,” concluded R’ Yechezkel,
“in which case Hashem added the emphasis “TN0' - ‘very’. It is by the express commandment to protect the integrity of the
Torah, to study it and to keep its mitzvos. Obviously, the lesson is clear: It is more important in the eyes of G-d to defend

the Land of Israel!” R’ Yechezkel’s heartfelt words made their mark on all those present and the motion was shelved.

(3-T yem) - TEON 1y e maw
“Shuva Yisroel!” The immortal words of Hoshea HaNavi
and the opening words of the Haftorah of Shabbos Shuva.
The Navi implores Bnei Yisroel to see the folly of their ways
and repent wholeheartedly. Interestingly, while the Hafforah
opens with the words "PpoN N Ty SN N, the Navi
seems to repeat himself immediately thereafter, with the
words, "N YN 12w ©127 0oy NP". Why does he do that?

R’ Yaakov KamenetzKky z¢”’l (Emes L”Yaakov) explains
that both statements are indeed needed since there is a major
difference between the two. During the Yamim Noraim
season, many people focus on their personal repentance, yet
it is interesting to note that the Tefillos are mostly geared
towards Klal Yisroel as a Nation. This dichotomy illustrates

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

that while self-introspection is undoubtedly important, it is
also important to focus on ways that Klal Yisroel, the entire
Nation as a whole, can become better.

In his opening statement, Hoshea HaNavi stated the
words, "1 Ty SN N2 in the singular form, as a reference
to the individual Jew who must work on his own personal
return to the Almighty. However, the Navi then continues and
states, "N YN 12" in the plural form, denoting the repentance
and return to Hashem of the Jewish people as a Nation.

In these days of awe, it’s important to remember that each
individual is still a big part of the Klal, Klal Yisroel, and we
must all do our part to ensure that the Jewish people all over
the world have a G ’mar Chasima Tovah.

NINLON 7V 'aAXN NN

BMST PN ST e e CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE =S 17, L = L
(2-19) ' on 5 ‘;N .'I‘;:Ln FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT"L ;a ./ !]-!] n&@n@

Countless commentaries suggest explanations on the word "1o"". Exactly where did Moshe Rabbeinu go? Perhaps we can

"C, offer a machshava as well, but first let’s present a pshat which will lead to this thought. The Medrash on Nitzavim comments:

“omyamn' - Many times, one delays and doesn’t daven right away; either because he is busy working or traveling. So until

% when can he daven? (Tay1a) Shacharis - until chatzos. Mincha - until sundown. What connection does this have to the parsha?

The Medrash is teaching us a vital lesson for our everyday life. We wake up in the morning and get busy with our day. We

e go about our business and casually forget the One who allowed us to rise, the One who is constantly helping us. The Torah is

reminding us: Do you know how to begin to face the day? Stand up - Nitzavim! But first & foremost, start your day off right,

& by davening to Hashem, thanking Him. Then, and only then, comes Vayeilech - may you proceed, going about your day!

Moshe Rabbeinu - the quintessential educator - imparted an eternal lesson through his actions on his last day. "nwn 79" -

; | Moshe went. He never stopped. Never ceasing to serve Hashem. Inspiring, encouraging and teaching Klal Yisroel our precious
"C, heritage and Torah. Because even on his last day on earth, Moshe showed us that time is racing - every precious moment

counts. Vayeilech! And to the service of Hashem we are going! And there is nothing else as important. Even then.
On Yom Kippur we will recite the viduy numerous times. In it we say "wyn" - we are lost and have gone astray. On Yom
Kippur, we have the clarity to realize that our engines must be cleaned and our GPS reset to a new and even higher destination

R than the previous year. This is the time of “Nitzavim and then Vayeilech.” To a destination that will enable us to “stand’”’ in

front of Hashem, and then “go” higher in His service. On Yom Kippur we are given the unique opportunity that no matter how

e far we may have strayed, we can always find the road back. May we be zoche that the y"wa7 accept our teshuva, and we
g% | should daven for all the lost souls to return and “go back” onto the right track. N30 WPNN 93 WY NV NYA WY BT NNI.
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should halt traffic and allow them to cross the street first

(roe) Pem T 2 1352 1 apes NS 155 wpws wpen
7on: Many have become a Baal Teshuva because they

Xs| realized hypocritical behavior within themselves. A number

of years ago, in Los Angeles, a secular Jew was enjoying a

"C, night out on the town with some non-Jewish friends. They

were planning to see a concert and they were running late.

'l However, at one local intersection, it was taking a very

long time for traffic to move. As they creeped closer, they

"C, saw a crossing guard directing traffic. When the crossing
47| guard at the traffic light consistently allowed people to

cross the street while they waited at the traffic light for

“‘:2'7 seemingly an endless amount of time, although he had a

green light, he finally complained. He rolled down his

"C, window and said to the guard, “Hey, how come you are

letting all those people cross when I have a green light?”
The guard told him he was instructed, that when he saw

since today is their holiday of Yom Kippur, the holiest day
on the Jewish calendar. It would be disrespectful to make
them wait on their way to the synagogue.

The man driving the car paused and the words had an
impact on him. Indeed, it is disrespectful to ignore Yom
Kippur, the holiest day of the year, and attend a concert
instead. He decided right then and there to cancel his
concert plans and go to a synagogue for Yom Kippur
services. Through the din of complaints from his fellow
passengers, he turned around and drove his friends home.
Then, he put on a suit and went to a local synagogue.

Today, he is the father of a religious family in addition to
being the Gabbai of the shul.
Lwm: Life takes its funny little turns and travails, and we must
be cognizant of every aspect of our lives, to see the message it
is sending us. Teshuva is a very powerful message and it comes

" ;"'~" any Jewish people walking towards the traffic light, he to us in numerous ways. Look for it and you will find it.

the Torah and those who learn and fulfill it, for by doing so, we are in fact exhibiting the greatest defense of the Nation and |\

(e P ) T E ST 33 B T S A N e maenrsons 11 1ETNY AT

The Medrash Rabbah (Parshas Vaeschanan 2:36) states: “Why do (Bnei) Yisroel not recite ‘Boruch Shem Kvod

| Malchuso...” aloud? Rav Assi says: This can be compared to a person who stole a piece of jewelry from the king’s palace,

gave it to his wife, and said to her, ‘Do not adorn yourself with it in public, only within your house.” But on Yom Kippur,

,“ when we are as pure as angels, we say it publicly.” What is deeper understanding of this Medrash?

The declaration of “Baruch Shem” represents the greatest state of perfection that a human being can reach; it is made by

=% those who reveal Hashem’s honor and Kingship to the entire world. A Jew’s mission in life is to become a tzelem Elokim

and thereby fill the world with His honor. If we were to do this properly, we would be considered like the QUEEN, who is

& '] married to the king and brings honor to him throughout His kingdom. But instead of doing this, we have remained enslaved
®% | by our physical drives and material pursuits, like the wife of the thief in the parable, who was deprived of her royal status.
6| For us to utter ‘Boruch Shem Kvod Malchuso...” aloud would be a dishonor to Hashem, for we are not currently worthy of
,“ ;‘W"\‘.— presenting ourselves as the bearers of His honor. Throughout the year, it is but a whisper of longing for that exalted state, a

whisper of yearning for Klal Yisroel to be the QUEEN of the King of the universe, Hashem Himself. It is only on Yom

%| Kippur, the day on which we rise to the level of malachim by completely detaching ourselves from the physical world, that

we are permitted to make this declaration aloud. We have arrived at the level of our deepest yearning.




