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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (34). Separation of Meat and Dairy.
Davar Charif: Sharp Items. Last week we introduced the
concept of sharp items having stricter halachos than regular
items, regarding the transfer of taste. The first chumra was
Duchka D’sakina the pressure of a knife blade on a sharp item.
This means that if one cuts an onion or a radish with a meat or
dairy knife, the taste of the knife will enter the sharp food and its
status will no longer be parve. People should be careful with this
and if they want to keep a sharp item parve, they should not use
any knife that is “officially” meat or dairy. In case it was done,
one should consult a Rav who might rule on certain vessels that
their type of usage and washing does not really render them to
become meat or dairy. Some people keep a special parve knife
for cutting sharp items, leaving them and their remainders parve.
A list of sharp items and how much of the onion is affected was
explained last week. We continue with similar cases.

Other Forms of Duchka: Pressure That Imparts Taste. The
Poskim (1) write that there are many other types of pressure on
sharp items that will make a taste travel from item to item. A
chopper, grater, blender, peeler shredder, food processor and
slicer can all do the same. Even the stab of a fork transfers taste.
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Because these cases are common, it is important to give examples.
The Pickle Jar. There is a debate in the Poskim @ whether
pickled cucumbers are considered a “sharp” item. Some hold that
whatever is eaten alone is not called a sharp item, while others do
consider them to be sharp. Some pickles are made extra sharp. It
is definitely better to avoid questions. Therefore, if one inserts a
meat fork into a jar and pierces a pickle, that pickle is now
Sleishigs according to the stricter opinion. [The whole jar would
not become fleishigs because the rest of the contents including
the liquid will usually be sixty times the volume of the fleishig
blade, which is enough to nullify any fleishig taste. This will not
help for the pierced pickle where the taste might concentrate and
not spread uniformly as it does in the rest of the jar]. If he doesn’t
succeed in removing that pickle and takes out another one, this
will remain in the jar and another person might take it together
with dairy usage. One should avoid getting into such a situation
and locate the problem pickle for removal. If one was not careful
and did mix it later with dairy, or stuck a milk fork into that same
pickle, or possibly did so, he should consult a Rav because
there are a number of factors to combine that might permit the
food and not require the second knife to be kashered.
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"axy an mavs ma’- Our Gemara brings a Beraisa that says: | might have thought that if a father commands his son who is a yn> to become
N or orders his son not to return an NN, he should obey him, »1132 Pa»n 01 9N - FNPWN MNIY NN NPT PINY NN N,
everyone is responsible to listen to Hashem’s commandments & therefore one may not listen to his parents ifit is against the will of Hashem.

The 90 DV "o 1’0 7'v] & the B34 > O Y's o N both pasken like this & add b ywr XS 17T M v an”. The o ma
gives 2 reasons for this. 1) since every ya-7is incorporated in the Lav of 1vomn x> which is a xm» w7, all D'rabanan’s fall into the category of
"nn 7", 2) since we learn that 1253 y2»n 0o512", obeying the a7 certainly is opn Sw ¥y, The wn [H0] explains the wnww of
oN X M) is to realize & do Ton to one who has done good to you & not be a n2w »a. When one realizes that it is one’s parents that
brought him into this world, he will honor & assist them in all matters. Inculcating this 2 into our being, will help us be "xman n2w »on”, as
well, thus leading us to greater 'n mmay. The P»n N [ mx Dw] Kers if XN is a mitzvah ypano omx pa or oypno o pa. Maybe since
all mitzvos that are y»an> o ya are uniform & unchanged from person to person, yet X"wo is a chiyuv only to parents, that makes it o~ ya
ov1d. Or since 'm commanded it to be done between y»anb o, it's considered a y»anb omx 2. The 1"pay would be how to do nawn for
violating this mifzvah. If it's ypanb o 3, one does not receive a full Teshuva yvan nx»w 1. Ifit's oipnd o ya Teshuva alone is sufficient.

The y"w D10 7'v] paskens "5inn 1120 Y10 by Snnw ax”. The ¥"a49 [“1opn ,X'n n"wv] says that if a father is Srn but the son
honors him anyway, he will receive the special 75w of Kibbud Av & not just as if he did a chessed to a regular person. The n>nn of the
father only helps to release the child from the chiyuv & the wny, but the mitzvah is still there. The X"aw4 [vVap '© "] says the reason
we don't recite a beracha before performing an act of Kibbud Av, is because the father could be Srw which would be ~w the whole nwy;
on such mitzvos we don't make a beracha. According to the above "271 who holds even if the father is Srwa there is still a mxnn ovp,

maybe he would have to suggest a different reason as to why we don't make a beracha beforehand{ a1y o'wanns nmn ny1 oy @) 78 79 @)

ARIR N'n XRIN |
R’ Shimshon Dovid Pinkus z#”’I (Nefesh Shimshon) would say:

“NTNN N Oy 7P NP> NN DY ON. When discussing different Shelamim Korbanos, the Todah stands out in 2 ways: It
is to be consumed in a shorter period of time (1 day) and has 40 breads that needs to be brought with it. Why? Because
Shelamim in general were a reason to invite guests. However, when one needs to consume more in a shorter period, then more
people would be invited. The more who showed up in order to partake of the Todah, the more who would hear of the
thanksgiving due to the miracles of Hashem. Sharing in the Chessed of Hashem adds to the Simcha in the ears of the listener.”

A Wise Man would say: “There comes a time when you have to choose between turning the page and closing the book.”
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The Gemara (Kerisus 25a) discusses the function and atonement effected by the Korban Asham mentioned in this
week’s parsha. The Mishna records a dispute concerning the voluntary offering of an Asham Taluy, and although Rav
Eliezer allows anyone who wishes to offer such a sacrifice, the Rabanan hold that one may only offer the Asham Taluy if
he genuinely knows himself to be in a state of doubt regarding his guilt. Several commentators appear to emphasize the
personal worry and guilty feeling that is associated with the “guilt offering,” although it seems more likely that the Asham
has less to do with the potential sinner’s psychological state, but rather the actual state of being guilty of sin.

When the famed Baal Mussar and Menahel, R’ Eliyohu Lopian z¢’l reached the venerable age of eighty, his eyesight
took a turn for the worse. He could not see in the distance and could barely read what was in front of him. Doctors
informed him that the only thing to be done to save his eyesight was a new operation that was considered dangerous in
those days. R’ Elya, as he was known, put his faith in the Almighty and decided to proceed with the operation.

Everything seemed to be going well and his family continued davening all throughout. Midway through the operation,
R’ Elya’s blood pressure suddenly began to spike to unusually high levels. Doctors and extra attendants were called in but
whatever they attempted was to no avail. His situation became critical and the doctors were about to give up hope.
Announcements were broadcast all over Eretz Yisroel that everyone should stop and daven for the great tzaddik and
especially in the yeshivos, hundreds of talmidim poured out their hearts in prayer on behalf of R’ Elya Lopian. Boruch
Hashem, he pulled through but his recovery was long and arduous, and for a man of his age, it was quite an ordeal.

At this point, fingers began to be pointed at the doctors in the assumption that they were responsible - or at least
partially to blame - for the events that transpired during the operation. How could they allow such a thing to happen, was
the accusation. The lead doctor, a well-respected and highly regarded surgeon, denied that he had anything to do with the
problems that occurred. “I truly have no idea what happened or what brought about this unusual spike in blood pressure,”
he declared to anyone who would listen. “But I can assure you, we took every precaution in our preparations and all
throughout the procedure to ensure that the rabbi would have a successful recovery. We have reviewed every single action
that took place and we have yet to figure out just why this occurred.” This did little to satisfy the naysayers.

A number of years later, it became necessary for R’ Elya to undergo another operation. His family and close friends
were nervous and understandably anxious, remembering back to what had happened the previous time he had gone under
the knife. This time, many more precautions were taken and his blood pressure was constantly monitored on a
minute-by-minute basis. Thankfully, it all went as planned and the operation was a success, without further incident.

When some relatives came to be mevaker choleh (visit the sick), the discussion hearkened back to the Mashgiach’s
previous operation and the events that transpired then. R’ Elya, weak but alert, said, “You want to know the difference
between this operation and the last time when I was so critically il1? Well, right before the doctors put me under for my eye
operation, I thought to myself, ‘I must do teshuva. Surely, the outcome of this procedure will have to do with how I am
judged in Heaven.” I immediately began to think back to all my deeds and actions from the time I was 12 years old. I
recalled everything - down to the most minor detail - and I was alarmed. There was so much for me to regret. I began to
tremble and as a result, my blood pressure began to spike. I couldn’t stop my thoughts and there was probably no one other
than myself to blame for placing me in that life-or-death situation.”

There was a moment of pause and R’ Elya smiled weakly at his guests. “This time, I made sure of one thing and Boruch

Hashem it all worked out okay. In the interest of pikuach nefesh, 1 just didn’t think about anything at all!”
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While Yirmiyahu HaNavi discusses the topic of
korbanos, the main focus of the Haftorah describes
Yirmiyahu’s rebuke of Klal Yisroel’s failure to properly
observe the Torah and mitzvos. The Navi emphatically
states, “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom, nor the
strong man boast of his strength, nor the rich man boast of
his riches.” The question is, if in fact someone worked hard
his whole life to achieve wisdom, strength, or riches, what
is so terrible if he enjoys his life’s achievements?

R’ Elyahu Lopian z¢”l (Lev Eliyahu) quotes the
Rambam who says that no person was created in this world
in order for him to live for himself — for if a person would
choose to sit back and bask in his own glory, there would not

be any actual glory for him to bask in. R’ Lopian explains
that Hashem built into the world a metric of deep satisfaction
for giving to others, which is meant to serve as a means of
spreading the many positive attributes He bestows upon
individuals in the world. This deep satisfaction helps
encourage those who have the attributes to continue
disseminating their wisdom, strength, wealth, etc. to others.

In today’s self-centered world many tend to put their
heads down and focus solely on their own growth —
monetarily and even spiritually. However, it is important to
remember that that wasn’t the way Hashem meant for the
world to run. Hashem set up this world with the intention for
every person to contribute and make the world a better place.
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The Gemara (p ) states: MNVN TN N9 DIPN IPND NNNT POIWN I DYNI IRLNDY NN NI NN TN T 9™ PN

Vc, "DYN N1 TN NI (NXOVN N2Y) A2 ND TIX N NN POIN D9 X2 99N NONX 79D 5525 NN D NN N0 NN X1 9N .OUN)

Reish Lakish says that one who learns the sections of Torah that discuss the korbanos, it is as if he brought them on the

naw. While Rava said, that one who toils in Torah doesn’t need a korban, for the Torah itself is his korban. How can we

comprehend this ¥»%3? This “equivalency”? Well, as we know, a korban brings a person closer to Hashem. The word ")27p"

actually alludes to the word "amp" - close. When a person truly delves into his learning, he is transported to a world of

closeness with Hashem. He experiences a kesher with Hashem, forging the ultimate intimacy. Perhaps this is why the Gemara

& | uses the word 70w and not merely Tm>. Because to attain this level of closeness, one must do it excitedly, not superficially.

The Gemara, however, seems to have stopped short and doesn’t complete the posuk in its drash. In truth, our posuk
concludes with the words, "©n>wn N2> oxoN»". In light of the above, maybe we can add a machshava to complement this

"C, Chazal. A Korban Shlomim represents shalom, peace. Oft quoted, are the words "... 1N D2y DYY X270 DNON P PION'.

We see that learning Torah can promote shalom in the entire universe, explaining "o>wn N2>y Rashi and others explain

X %] the word "o™D0" as referring to a Korban Hachinuch (See Sifsei Chachamim). One of the greatest methods of chinuch

is through Limud HaTorah, either learning with our children, or by them seeing our example. Thus "..n7M2a powWN 5" - it is

as if he brought a Korban Chinuch as well. May we all be zocheh to doros yesharim, full of nachas and happiness, and to
x| the literal meaning of the posuk - to be makriv korbonos in the Bais Hamikdash b’korov, b’mheira b’yameinu!
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by a heady aroma of strong wine. All around him, were opened
barrels of wine, many of which had spilled onto the floor.

CLe 6

¢ ' Yom: There once lived a wealthy man who owned a large
| winery in the center of town, which provided him with a

very comfortable livelihood. On many occasions, he would

&1 have guests over, and when he did, that guest could be sure

to be served the finest wines of his choice.
Once, a special dignitary came to visit the wealthy man
and the host told his servant to go down to the wine cellar

'| and bring up a bottle of his most expensive wine. This

particular vintage, he kept in a barrel at a specific

C ’ temperature-controlled corner of the cellar, and was always
¥%| under his watchful eye. Five minutes went by, then ten

minutes ... but the servant did not return. Finally, feeling

»fﬂ embarrassed, the wealthy man excused himself and went

down to the cellar himself to find out what had happened.
As soon as he entered the wine cellar, he was assaulted

Furious, he carefully picked his way around the spilled
bottles until he found his servant lying on the floor,
completely drunk. As they met eye to eye and the wealthy
man was about to scold his servant for what he had done, the
servant managed to blurt out in a slurred, drunken befuddled
voice, “Sorry, sir ... I'm still looking for the best wine...!”
Yem3: Purim is an auspicious day and everybody feels its
impact one way or another. Some in their zefillos, some in
their fulfillment of mitzvos and some just feel an
unexplainable connection. This Shabbos, as the “aura” of
Purim passes, we must hold on to that burst of inspiration
from Purim and not pass it up in our everlasting quest and
pursuit of materialism. Shabbos, the day of rest and
contemplation, can serve as a reminder for us to pursue the
real “best wine,” the wine of ruchniyus (MWD ).
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The word “Tzav” means command. Hashem is giving Moshe Rabbeinu a command. There are so many times in the

& '| Torah when we find this expression used. What is the great significance of this word here? The Seforim Hakedoshim write
. | as follows: "N>wn nn mxy” - “THIS” is the principle of the “OLEH” (lit. higher) - the one who thinks he is elevated above
5 | others. In other words, the arrogant person always says: “This” is what I say. “This” is the way it has to be. “This” is the
"C, only way. The sefer Vayidaber Moshe is pointing out a behavior that we must work very hard to avoid.

The middah of ga’avah (arrogance) is the very worst middah. We must run away from it at all costs. Whereas with all

3 other middos we are told to follow the middle path, with ga’avah we are told to go to the extreme. "M 29w "N TN TNND" “Be

exceedingly humble,” is a lesson from Pirkei Avos - because a haughty person is an abomination to Hashem.
No one thinks of himself as arrogant and yet ga’avah manifests itself in subtle ways. While we tend to think of a Baal
Ga’avah as someone who boasts about his perceived “greatness,” or one who gets angry when things are not exactly the

| ‘rt,"“ way he likes it, arrogance can underlie most quarrels between friends, siblings and spouses. For example, when one finds
g% | himself using phrases such as, “That is totally ridiculous,” or “what you’re saying makes no sense,” he is caught in the trap
"' *| of haughtiness and arrogance that blinds him from seeing another point of view. His manner of immediately nullifying what
¥% ] another has to say is a manifestation of his arrogance. He can’t even listen to someone else because all he sees is himself.

There are two kinds of “I”’s in this world. One “T” is the ™" and one “I” is the "2N". The "N" says it’s all about ME. The

% %] D" says it’s all about HASHEM. This is the “T”” of "PpoN 1 »dX" - “T” am Hashem your G-d.

May we all merit to change the ga’avah of "n?Wn 1N AN to "PPYI NND) NN ANY NN "N INY” - it’s all from Hashem!




