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Relevant Halachos During These Trying Times (38)
Lost Sense of Smell: Saying Havdalah. Question: Due to the
virus, I have lost my sense of smell. Does this complicate saying
the beracha on Besamim (sweet-smelling spices) by Havdalah?
Answer: The Poskim (1) and the Mishna Berura () rule that a
person who cannot smell, cannot say the beracha on Besamim
even to be motzie other people who can smell. So in a case
where you are saying the Havdalah, you have two choices: 1) to
leave out the beracha on Besamim completely and the listeners
will say it themselves after you finish reciting havdalah.
However, a seemingly better way would be: 2) to appoint
somebody else to say that beracha when you get up to it, and
then you continue after that and finish the Havdalah. If that is
done, then the proper thing to do is for that person to hold the
cup of of wine when he says the beracha or at least be positioned
in a way that the cup of wine is right in front of him @)
The Mishna Berura @ brings the following question: Even if
one Yid has already been yorze a beracha, he is still called a
“Bar Chiyuva” (obligated) to exempt another Yid because of
Arvus - communal responsibility. If so why can’t the person
who is unable to smell, say the beracha on Besamim to exempt
others? He answers that the beracha on Besamim is notreally an  Note: Even though we keep Wriu'ng “Besamim”, the correct
obligation but rather more of a mznhag, and one who doesn’t  pronuncigtion in the berachais ‘‘Vesamim” ("o»wa").
A0 T O'NOD — DI 1D ['72N — 'R 12

AN AN D N N a7 L Sb v mews- If one has fi nlghed his meal on v"y & has no intention of eating till after v"v is over, if
he now cooks somethlng, NTDN " says he gets mpbn because he is cooking on Yom Tov for 5y which is not "v"» 7", n27 holds since
it's possible (»»n) that guests might arrive & this food will ultimately be needed for V", he doesn’t get mpbn. (Rashi) Rav Elchanan zt”
Lisp onpa o XPlexplains that N2 holds we look at the nwwn. If one originally cooks on the pao that maybe guests will arrive, it would
be permitted. Just like one may cook for himself on the chance he might get hungry later. So we see that this nwwi of cooking is a 4rwn TN,
since the reality is that guests might arrive. na holds his nawnn (or lack thereof) can't tumn this action from ~rvn to o, But &1on 3 holds that
one’s nawnn can change the nwwin from a permitted action, to a o Nwyn. He quotes the »xm that even x7on  who says one would get
malkus, if guests actually do pop in, even he would agree that there is no malkus. This, Reb Elchanan says, is a problem with his vwa.

The Mishna Berura explains ['N 3"2pn] explains that when vy falls out on maw 29y we make an powan 1y py. This allows us to cook
on Yom Tov for shabbos. Even according to those that hold cooking on Yom Tov for shabbos is an xrw T Moo, the possibility of
"on” takes off the xrmixt & makes it only a 277 oo & with the P wan 27 vy in place, the a7 were S for naw 115, He adds
that since we are relying on "o>»0n”, in conjunction with the y»wan aywy to allow the cooking, we should make sure the food cooked on
v"y for mav, is cooked enough that if guests would stop in before v"v is over, it would be edible enough for them to eat.

Tosfos [n27 "1 D] asks once we say "»»n”, how can anyone ever be 12w any naxon N on mv? If one does a naNoN we
should say he is mva because maybe there will be a 130012 ww NN which would make this nanon permissible? Tosfos answers that we

NYYN7 nd7n

have Besamim at hand is not obligated to go find spices. Thus,
there is no Arvus to make sure he is yorze the Besamim.

Lost Sense of Smell: Listening to Havdalah. Question: If I
listen to Havdalah, should 1 answer amen on the beracha of
Besamim that the reciter says? Similarly, in the case of the
previous paragraph, when I appoint someone else to say the
beracha on Besamim, should I answer amen?

Answer: In the second half of the question, it seems that one
should not answer amen because if he is not being yorze, it is a
clear hefsek - verbal break, between the beracha on the wine that
he said earlier and him drinking the wine which is coming later.
Even in the first case where one is just a listener to another’s
recital of Havdalah, there is also reason to say that he should not
answer, because even the listener is at least lechatchila supposed
to connect to the drinking of the wine and not talk out till the
reciter drinks from the cup. I found that Rav Moshe Sternbruch
shlit’a in Teshuvos Vehanhagos ) (based on an earlier Teshuva
in 1:297) says that even a listener who cannot smell should not
answer to the Besamim beracha of the reciter. (See Shmiras
Shabbos Kehilchoso ) who suggests a different logic to justify
answering, but it’s not a clear derech that all hold of.)

only say "»»»on” on things that are mow & a Moo 13 ww nbin appearing suddenlv iS oW NO.

TN%Y NI MY 1Y (3) POV (2) NAININ (1)
(29) XD (6)19:0 MMM MAIWN (5) 1387 (4)
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R’ Yosef Patzanovski z¢”’l (Pardes Yosef) would say:

“momd oNT NN NN - The word “az” (i) has the numerical value of 8. Originally, when Moshe was swallowed up
by the angel that appeared in the form of a serpent, Tziporah was unsure if this was due to a problem with Moshe’s bris or
the delay of her son’s circumcision. Seeing that the angel loosened his grip on Moshe when she circumcised her son, she
proclaimed ‘az’ it is clear that due to the delay in circumcising my son on the eighth day, my husband was almost killed.”

A Wise Man would say:

“There’s no better feeling ight and not having to set an alarm for tomorrow morning.”
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A story is told about R Chaim Volozhiner (Itzkowitz) z¢’l, the preeminent disciple of the Gaon of Vilna zt”’l and
the founder of the renowned Yeshivah in Volozhin, Lithuania. The “Volozhiner Yeshiva” began in 1803 and soon became
renowned as the “Mother of all Yeshivos™ after which many other such yeshivos were modeled.

The town of Volozhin was built on the main road leading from Vilna to Minsk. It is apportioned into two sections: the
“lower neighborhood” along the river and the “upper neighborhood” toward the hills. It is divided by a river, with a
bridge connecting the two parts of the city. In the 1800’s, each section maintained their own Rav, however, for the most
part, the Jewish population of Volozhin was considered one community. R’ Chaim served on one side of the river, while a
certain R’ Elya served on the other. Since the two communities were not really distinct, there was an uncomfortable
overlap in the activities of the two Rabbanim. People would sometimes gripe and say that one city cannot have “two kings
wearing one crown” (Chullin 60b). R’ Chaim never expressed any bitterness about this situation, in keeping with the
advice he once wrote in a letter: “One should never bear any resentment towards another, even inwardly, and certainly one
should never express resentment to others. Patience and tolerance will help a person achieve his desires far more than all
the resentment in the world.” This was his way and he showed great respect to R’ Elya at every opportunity.

However, a number of years after R’ Chaim founded the Volozhin Yeshivah, a vacancy opened up in the rabbinate of a
nearby city. R” Chaim sent a message that it would be best if R” Elya were to leave Volozhin to take the other position.

When R’ Elya’s wife heard this message, she was incensed “What nerve telling my husband to leave his post!” she
exclaimed. She insisted that R’ Elya respond that R’ Chaim should take the new post but R’ Elya quickly reproached her and
told her that the wish of the great R> Chaim Volozhiner must be obeyed. Without another word of discussion, he summoned a
wagon, loaded his meager possessions on it - what did he own already? A Shas, a Shulchan Aruch, perhaps a few other
seforim and a few pots and pans - and set off for the nearby town, where he took the rabbinical post.

Not long after R’ Elya and his wife left Volozhin, R’ Chaim’s 1-year-old grandson, the son of R’ Itzele z¢’/, took ill and =)

passed away. While trying to console his son, R’ Chaim remarked, “If only R’ Elya could have troubles like yours,” a
reference to the fact that R’ Elya had no children. He explained to his grieving family that indeed, their situation was
preferable in light of the well-known Medrash in Parshas Shemos (Shemos Rabbah 1:17) which relates that when Amram
separated from his wife Yocheved, their daughter Miriam told him, “Your decree is worse than Pharaoh’s, for Pharaoh
decreed that the male newborn die only in this world, while you (by separating and not having children at all) have decreed
death for them both in this world and in the World to Come.” R’ Elya never had a child so his troubles were infinitely worse.

This remark was subsequently reported to R’ Elya. Miraculously, a short time later, R’ Elya and his wife were finally
blessed with a son. The parents’ joy was unbounded, and their hearts were full of love for the precious gift Hashem had
sent them. When the baby reached the same age at which R’ Itzele’s son had passed away, he contracted typhus, a disease
for which there was no cure at that time. Typically, a patient’s condition would grow progressively worse until he reached
a crisis point. Usually there was one critical night, and if the patient survived it, he would gradually recover. If not ....

The doctor had warned R’ Elya and his wife to expect this crisis from the beginning of the baby’s illness, and they lived in
constant fear of it. When the decisive night finally arrived, R’ Elya sat by the child’s bed reciting Tehillim and praying with all
his heart. From time to time, he punctuated his Tehillim with a heartfelt cry, “This isn’t what R’ Chaim meant! This isn’t
what R’ Chaim meant!”” Hashem heard his fefillos and the young child overcame the crisis and returned to good health.

27257 1255 o5 1an nrd nepNn NS
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Sefer Shemos is called the “Sefer HaGeulah” according to the Ramban. Suffice it to say that our sojourn from Egypt to

o oo ey o e 370 NAYWND

N"’G Canaan was a long and arduous one. One may wonder how was it possible for the Brei Yisroel, in such a short span of time, to

become subjected and enslaved to Pharaoh. The shevatim were capable of decimating the entire Egypt just a mere few years

R earlier. How could everything have devolved so drastically, so quickly? A similar question is often asked about the sorrowful saga

of the Holocaust. Why was there no fighting back? Why were we led like sheep to slaughter with so little in the way of protest?
Although this is a delicate question, R” Chatzkel Levenstein z#”’l gives us the proper insight on golus and tzaros. He
says that it really makes no sense, from a logical perspective; but this was the gezeira mishamayim. The ratzon of Hashem

"C}‘T“' trumps and defies all forces of reason. That explains Mitzrayim and that explains Europe. But that isn’t the only point here.
,“ The Sefer HaGeulah focuses on renewal. How can we hasten this, oh so sought after renewal?

At the end of the parsha, the tide seems to tilt a bit. Pharaoh decrees that no straw will be supplied while his slaves’ quota

;«% will remain the same. The posuk says, "anD Wp WP DINNDNIN 992 OYN X' - the Yidden scrambled to find straw to use. What

was Pharaoh’s intention? I once heard the following beautiful machshava. Pharaoh knew the only way for the Jews to hasten

o] their redemption is through unity and achdus. His “last straw”” was to promote discord among the Jews as they would begin

fighting over who found this particular straw and to whom does it belong. This would cause a delay in their salvation.
This teaches us that if we want to change the Sefer HaGolus V’hatzaros into the Sefer HaGeulah V’yeshua we must be
proactive in promoting MY DY MNN) NINN - and then we’ll be zoche to YWY MHIND NI YA Yo . Welcome home!
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)WG ’ Yom: The ship carrying the Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev
Y&l Soloveitchik z#”l, and his sons from Odessa, Russia, to

Turkey, during their famous escape from war-torn Europe, in
1941, did not afford them many amenities. Although the
streamliner did have a kitchen and offered food to the

(t passengers, the Rav and his sons understandably would not
& | touch their food. They brought their own food along.

There was one waiter who noticed that the rabbi and his

o .| sons would not eat anything from the ship’s kitchen and he
& | tried to talk to them and convince them to eat healthy food.
,,,, %] He told them that he would provide them with brand new

pots and pans so they wouldn’t have to use the non-kosher

28 utensils, and if they wanted, he would only cook vegetables

in those new pots and pans, so there would not be any

N"’C, problems with non-kosher food. Time after time, they turned

down the kind man’s offer, but he kept returning, urging

them again and again, to eat healthier food than they had.
Finally, the Brisker Rav relented and agreed to allow the

man to cook vegetables in a brand new pot. But before he
cooked anything, he sent one of his sons to accompany the
man to the kitchen to turn on the stove, so as to avoid “Bishul
Akum” (non-Jewish cooking). Just as he struck the match to
light the fire, the waiter slapped his forehead and exclaimed
in perfect Yiddish, “He thinks I'm a Goy? I'm a Yid!”

When the Brisker Rav heard that the waiter on the ship was
a Yid, he said, “T knew he couldn’t be a non-Jew. He kept
trying and trying to help us. He just had to be a Yid!”
Yomy: R’ Dovid Soloveitchik shlit’a explains that when
Yisro heard that an Egyptian man toiled selflessly to draw
water from the well for his daughters, he couldn’t believe that
that the man was really an Egyptian. He asked, “Where is this
man? I must meet him to see if it’s really true.” Yisro knew that
a Goy would not toil so hard to help another - he had to be an
“Ivri” - a Jew - and thus, he wanted him for his daughter.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON MIDDOS TOVOS FROM 1—1 g- g 1 O _1=I'
THE WELLSPRINGS OF R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO ﬂ-_] _] ] _] ﬂ-_] ’_l _]

This week we are introduced to two very special ladies: Yocheved and Miriam, otherwise known as Shifra and Puah. They

According to one version of the story, that child grew up to become the father of the Rashash, R’ Shmuel Strashun z#”’l.
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Yeshaya HaNavi’s message of redemption parallels

Hashem’s message to Moshe of Klal Yisroel’s redemption
from Egypt. Interestingly, the Navi describes the returning
people as "O*7aN" and "©ONTY" - two words that translate to
mean lost and exiled. Was it so necessary for Yeshaya to use
these two words that seem to have a redundant meaning?

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch z#”’ gives a beautiful
explanation. Yeshaya HaNavi was referring to two separate
segments of lost Jewish souls which would not normally be
equated with one another, but now they are. The word "on7)"
usually refers to those who were forcibly removed and
expelled from their land and heritage, while the word "o>7an"
usually refers to those who have become lost. However, in

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

this prophecy, "©nT" refers to those who were “induced” into
leaving the path of Torah and mitzvos, while "DTaN" makes
reference to those members of Klal Yisroel whose ancestors
chose to leave the fold and assimilate into the gentile world
and culture. They have grown up not even knowing that they

were Jewish and their existence and whereabouts have long |

faded from the awareness of their brethren.

Says R’ Hirsch, when Mashiach arrives and the heavenly
shofar is sounded, these lost Jews (D72x) who never even
knew they were Jewish will be identified and brought back
into the fold by those Jews who were tempted/forced away
from their faith (©n7) and together they will dedicate their
lives to serving Hashem and doing His mitzvos.
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g% | were the Jewish midwives in Mitzrayim, and they risked their lives to keep the Jewish babies alive. They did chessed all day
c *llong, and yet the Torah doesn’t say a word about their chessed or about their mesirus nefesh. The Torah writes, “Vatirena
¥ | Hameyaldos es HaElokim” - the midwives feared Hashem. They had Yiras Shamayim, and it was their fear of heaven that was
S | the foundation of all of their other good middos. The Nesivos Shalom explains that Yiras Shamayim means to see heaven, to
{:5] be able to see Hashem in the normal, mundane, everyday routine of life. This is what Yiras Shamayim is on a practical level,

and this, as we learn from Yocheved and Miriam, is the foundation of all good middos. It is similar to a chain of pearls.

) ;‘q"\‘.— Every pearl is a different middah, but the chain itself that is holding all of those middos in place is Yiras Shamayim.

The Rambam writes that the best places to find Yiras Shamayim are in Torah and Tevah (nature). Torah is truly the book of

’WG Hashem’s ratzon - His Divine will. They say, “If you want to get to know an author, read his book!”” Well, there is probably no
o%_| better way to get to know Hashem than by delving into His Holy words of Torah, which contain in them the myriad secrets and
NG '| mysteries of the world. Every word of Torah is saturated with G-dliness, and therefore, Yiras Shamayim can be gained

;ﬂ",a, primarily from the holy words of Torah. But Hashem also left His imprint on every creation in the world. The mountains, the
5 | valleys, the oceans, and the forests all sing the praises of Hashem. The animals, the birds, the sun, and the moon, are all
¥ | testimony to Hashem’s awesome handiwork. If we would only see and recognize that all of this beauty and glory is Hashem

talking to us, inspiring us to see Him, fear Him, and get close to Him - then we will increase our Yiras Shamayim mightily.




