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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

Coronavirus: Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times (25)
Leaving Sifrei Torah Unattended. Question: In our outdoor
tent minyan, that we are having this year, we plan to have a
break before Tekias Shofar for everybody to go home, use the
facilities and make their own Kiddush. Can we leave the Sifrei
Torah alone on the bima, covered in a Talis, as we do in shul?
Answer: If everybody leaves, the Poskim rule (1) that even in a
shul, the Sifrei Torah should be put back before they leave. Even
though it will result in the shofar not being blown over the Sifrei
Torah, this is fine because the only thing mentioned is to blow at
the bima where the Torah isread the whole year.

Making Kiddush at Home. Question: In the above case, is
making Kiddush at home permitted just as we do in the shuls?
Answer: There is a complication. The hefer to eat more than an
egg-volume of mezonos before hearing the shofar is based on
the fact that many people together will probably not forget to do
the mitzvah, see Shabbos 147 ). If so, one cannot rely on this
heter when eating at home with only a few people. If one is
careful not to eat more than an egg-volume of mezonos, it is
permitted. Also, if he knows someone who is not going to eat, he
can ask him to be a Shomer. That is, he tells him, “If I'm not
back here by 11:45, come and get me at such and such an
address.” Then, it is permitted. If that option is not available there
may be other heterim (the shiur might be more than one egg’s
worth; such a long zefillah can’t be done without eating earlier).
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Beracha On a Talis After Kiddush. Question: If I take off my
Talis and go home for Kiddush, do 1 say a new beracha after
coming back to minyan? This is also relevant to the longer breaks
that many shuls have on Yom Kippur between Musaf and Mincha?
Answer: In the case of Rosh Hashana where the break is shorter,
no beracha is made. On Yom Kippur, it depends on the length of
the break. There are different opinions of how long of a break
necessitates a new beracha. Some say one hour, some say two,
and some might hold even three hours. There are also different
opinions whether leaving the place and returning necessitates a
new beracha. Because of this, some seforim suggest that one
only makes a second beracha if he was away for two full hours,
see Hilchos Moadim (R’ Devlitzki) 3). One can keep out of doubt
if when he puts on his 7alis in the morning before davening, he
has in mind that the beracha should only hold until the break.
Mikva Before Yom Tov and Yom Kippur. Question: In these
times of precaution, how does one deal with men going to the
Mikva before Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur and Sukkos?
Answer: Going to the Mikva before Yom Tov (R”H and Sukkos)
is only a minhag (when there no Bais Hamikdash) and one does
not take risks for it. Nevertheless, if it can be done in a safe
manner, as decided by reliable people, it should be done. If it
doesn’t work out, one can stand under the shower for about three
minutes, which is a partial replacement for men when a Mikva is
not available. (Yom Kippur will be discussed next week bl ’n)
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"ayavw TR TanT’- Our Gemara fries to figure out a way to make a ©n Yy wninw no71a on Yom Kippur. First, the gemara thinks since
the w1 can't drink, maybe he should make the ns72 without drinking but this isn't a solution because we say owww P8 71ann. The
gemara suggests giving it o a minor [»m] to drink, but then doesn't like this idea either. Rashi explains that not drinking from the wine after
the bracha is a i to the D1, The ¥ w [y N™IN] brings oaon owa that if the w1pn is not ©1nn oy he is not xxy. He says it is »x
to be oa7H wwin. But adds this is only regarding Kiddush; other things that are said on a o, may be drunk by someone else.
The a"wn explains [H159h 98022 1] that one should follow this oowon nww, but Tay>Ta if someone else drank, he would be xxw. A little
further [y, however, the 9amm seems to contradict this o nww & says one may make kiddush for others even if he doesn't drink
from it. N"y9 [y"wn Sy 93] explains that the oy are referring to a case where the wpn is being aoxw himself also. The later halacha is
discussing a case where the w1 was already xyv & is just making kiddush for others. In this situation, it's as if the listeners are being wpn
themselves, so only they need to drink from the ©12. 819 Do ] says a Bris on Yom Kippur is done o0 9y & the Sy»mn wnis given a
drop to drink from the 2. The 2"wn explains that this is done as »"w explains by us, so there is no »a to the o».

R’ Moshe zt” [y:1 n"w "] says that from the fact that we see how concerned our gemara was with making sure someone drinks from
the o1, apparently the drinking must be an integral part of the beracha & not just to be done to prevent a »». Therefore, when one is Yotzei
n971an (or any other bracha made on a ©13) from someone else, he or she may not be poan until the w1 has actually drunk from the ©1.
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R’ Shlomo Zalman Lifshitz z¢”’ (Chemdas Shlomo) would say:

“Chazal tell us that on Rosh Hashana, "9 ©Mna 0NN 9o 0»N MY’ - ‘Books of the living and books of the dead
are open before Him.” Why is it necessary to open the ‘books of the dead’ - those who have already passed on? Because
when a person gets judged, everything is taken into account, including who his ancestors were and in what way did they
affect him. Perhaps if the root of his sin comes from previous generations, his punishment will not be as severe.”
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Ywn: Many years ago, there was a ruler in Spain by the
name of Saladin, who was once arguing with some of his
advisors about whose religion was the true one. Scholars of
every religion were called and even a Jewish scholar
named Ephraim Santizi was brought in to decide who was
right. They asked him, “Tell us, Santizi, who has God’s true
religion: the Christians, Muslims, or the Jews?”” Not wanting
to shame anyone, and recognizing the danger, Ephraim
thought deep and hard, and answered by telling this story.

There was a large and precious ruby that contained a
wonderful power. Whoever held it close to his heart found
that his life was blessed with kindness and understanding.
It was owned by a jeweler who cut and polished it so
perfectly that everyone was astonished by its beauty.

The jeweler had three grown sons. Each one wanted the
ruby more than anything else. The time came for the
jeweler to go on a long journey. Each begged him for the
jewel. As he was about to leave, the jeweler met with each
son separately. He gave each one a ruby, saying, “This is
for you and for you alone.” When he was gone, the three
sons were surprised to see that the three rubies looked
identical. They said, “Our father must have owned two
other rubies. He cut and polished them to look exactly like
the true one.” Each one claimed that he had the true jewel
and that the other jewels were fakes. They argued and
accused each other of lies and trickery.

Finally, they went to a judge and told him the whole

story. They then asked him, “So, which is the true jewel?”

The judge studied all three rubies, but he could not see a
single actual difference. Finally, he said, “I cannot tell you.
Only your father knows the answer.” The sons were deeply
distressed. They were about to leave when the judge spoke
up again. “But I can tell you how to prove that your jewel is
not a false one.” “Tell us!” They begged.

He told them, “The property of this jewel is that whoever
holds it close to his heart will find that his life is blessed with
kindness and understanding. My suggestion to each one of
you is to live your lives in such a way that you always act
with kindness and understanding. Then, who cares which is
the real jewel - the whole world will say that your jewel
cannot be false because your life is truly blessed.”

Ephraim Santizi concluded his story and without
offending any religion, he answered the question perfectly.
Ywny: We spend innumerable hours davening on Rosh
Hashana for a good year, a year of growth and happiness. But
often we forget that if we wish to merit a “Sweet New Year”
we have the power to make it happen. If we live our lives
with kindness and understanding toward others, Hashem will
then bestow upon us a similar kindness and mercy that will
our lives full with joy, satisfaction and goodness. Let us take
the time on this Yom Tov - and beyond - to show Hashem
how we act unto others so that He will then act unto us in the
same manner. A Shana Tova Umesukah is attainable if we
take that first step to sweeten the lives of others.
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While they may not appear to be connected, the two
Haftoros that are read on the two days of Rosh Hashana
have a singular centrist theme which contains a powerful
and inspiring lesson for each and every Jew.

The Haftorah of the first day of Rosh Hashana tells the
story of Shmuel HaNavi’s mother, Chana, who was
desperate for a child, and how during her annual pilgrimage
to Mishkan Shiloh, she quietly wept and entreated Hashem
to bless her with a son, promising to dedicate him wholly to
the divine service. Apparently, her actions looked curious
and thinking she was intoxicated, Eli HaKohen berated her,
until Chana explained to him that she had been whispering
in prayer. Eli apologized and blessed her that Hashem
should grant her request which resulted in the birth of the
great Shmuel Hanavi.

The Haftorah of the second day of Rosh Hashana retells
a prophecy from Yirmiyahu HaNavi, who foretold
Hashem’s promise to return His children to Eretz Yisroel.
Often referred to as a “Prophet of Doom,” it is interesting
that Yirmiyahu also spent many days steeped in intense
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prayer and devotion, hoping to avert his own prophecies.
The tefillos of Yirmiyahu Hanavi are renowned and with
tremendous heartbreak and grief, he attempted to pray on
behalf of his fallen Nation, so that they should be redeemed
rather than exiled.

R’ Avraham Pam z¢”’l conflates the two Haftoros by
explaining that they both speak of the incredible tool of
Tefillah which can literally alter the course of history.
Chana merited a son who was equated to Moshe Rabbeinu
and Aharon Hakohen, due to her fervent prayers, and
Yirmiyahu managed to somewhat stave off Hashem’s anger
at Klal Yisroel and secure a promise to return Bnei Yisroel to
their homeland and eventually to better times, as a result of
his entreaties. Tefillah is a gift from Heaven, a gift that has
become the unique craft (nMymN) of the Jewish people and
we are meant to employ it by storming the heavens. When
we do, Hashem listens.

Prayers are never meaningless, and there is no better time
than Rosh Hashana and the Yamim Noraim to pray for
whatever one needs. May all of our tefillos be niskabel and
we should all be zoche to a Gut Gebenched Yur.
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EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE MIDDAH OF .. {12201

Coronation! That word makes one think of Rosh Hashana.
When Corona started right after Purim with a full-blown
lockdown on Pesach, many were thinking, “If Hashem is
trying to tell us to coronate Him and show COVID to the
Master of the World, then this whole pandemic should have
happened right before Rosh Hashana!” Or it should have
had a different name. But it seems Hashem, in His infinite
wisdom, knew that when Rosh Hashana would roll around,
we would still not have fully gotten the message, so Corona
is still very much in the air!

In the last six months, we have all learned many lessons
from Corona. We have all listened to countless shiurim,
received so much Corona chizuk, read articles and divrei
Torah tying Corona into the parsha or the upcoming holiday,
and have somehow wound up talking about, in just about
every single conversation that we have had in the last six
months, the number one topic of the day, which always
includes the famous 3 words ... I don't know! Maybe we need
to understand what CORONATION and COVID is truly all
about. Maybe we need to stop saying ... “I don't know” and
start saying very clearly one thing ... HASHEM MELECH!

Hashem not only rules over the entire world, but Hashem
rules over ME! In fact, Hashem is in control of everything,
including ME! So that leaves us with the question, Who is
me? And if Hashem is controlling me, then who exactly is
coronating Hashem as King on Rosh Hashana?

Rabbi Ezriel Tauber z¢l explains that Hashem created
man in His Image. The only problem with that is the Hashem
has no image. So what does it mean that we were created in
the image of Hashem? It means that just as Hashem is the
ONLY BEING that can do whatever He wants, so, too, man
has free will, bechira. Man can choose to do whatever he
wants. There is one difference between our free will and
Hashem's free will. Hashem can make anything, and
everything happen. He and only He has the power to carry
out His free will, and that is very fortunate for us because
only Hashem truly knows what is good. Our free will is
called Bechira, which means a choice. We have free will to
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make choices, but we have absolutely no free will how those
choices will be carried out. In other words, we can choose to
do something, but whether it will happen or not is totally not
in our hands. Our free choice is just that, the freedom to make
choices in our mind. We certainly must make a hishtadlus,
because that shows how much we really are sincere in our
choice. But the result of our effort has nothing to do with our
effort. Everything that happens is because Hashem decided
that it is good and therefore, He makes it happen. The only
thing we can control is our choices.

Chazal teach us, “Hakol Bidei shomayim chutz m'yiras
Shomayim.” Everything that happens is in the hands of
Hashem, the only thing we can control is our fear of Hashem.
The Nesivos Shalom explains that this is why yirah is the
same word as yireh, which means to see. We can choose to
see Hashem in every aspect of our lives and coronate Him as
King, which means to give Him all the COVID in the world.
Yiras Shomayim means how much we actually see Hashem in
our day to day lives. How much emphasis do we put on our
relationship with Hashem and how much of our time is spent
in the pursuit of materialistic goals, physical pleasure,
enjoyment and the need for honor? Man was created on Rosh
Hashana. He was formed by Hashem, and Hashem breathed
into Him a piece of Himself. Man was created in the Image of
G-d. He and only he would have the freedom to choose
Hashem. So man was created, and man sinned. Man chose
himself over Hashem. He decided that if he ate from the
forbidden fruit, he would be able to serve Hashem on a higher
level. He chose to see himself rather than Hashem. This is true
Avodah zara. It is foreign service. It is Idolatry, literally
I-dolatry, serving I - himself - rather than Hashem.

On Rosh Hashana we are meant to recreate ourselves. We
are once again created in the image of Hashem, and we have
the power to choose to make Hashem King of our lives, or
rather make ourselves King over Hashem. This and only this
is what we do in this world. On Rosh Hashana, we have the
power to rectify the sin of man and set the world straight
again. The only way we can do this is if we understand what

But the Baal HaTanya himself, shouldered the lion’s share of responsibility for Napolean’s downfall. His avodah6
during that period of time was of an ascetic level and moved worlds in a literal sense, to effect Divine retribution for the
enemy. Chassidim tell of a “contest” that took place on the morning of Rosh Hashana between R’ Schneur Zalman and the
Maggid of Kozhnitz, R’ Yisroel Hopstein z£’’/, to decide the outcome of Napoleon’s war against Russia. Throughout the
davening on Rosh Hashana, much is recited about the coronation of Hashem Melech, King of the Universe, but the moment
of the shofar blast, is the precise time when it actually takes effect. It is the moment when the Almighty rises way above and
takes His subjects into His loving embrace, effectuating His divine involvement in human affairs for the coming year.

Both Rebbes understood that this moment of this very year was auspicious and each endeavored to be the one to sound
the shofar in the fateful year of 5573 (1812-1813) and thereby hope to influence the supernal decree. The Kozhnitzer
Maggid arose well before dawn, immersed in the mikvah, began his prayers at the earliest permissible hour, prayed
speedily, and sounded the shofar as early as time would allow him. But R* Schneur Zalman bested him on this occasion.
Departing from his common practice and his typical preparations before Tefillah, this year, he sounded the shofar literally
at the crack of dawn, even before the morning prayers. He gathered together a minyan of Yidden and at the exact second of
dawn, the Rebbe himself blew the shofar with a series of strong and shrill blasts. All those present could feel a change
happening right before them and the Rebbe, too, felt confident that his work was complete Napolean would fall that very year.

When events were borne out and the military might of the Czar defeated the French armies, people came to recognize
that R” Schneur Zalman had a large hand in affecting these events. Even the Kozhnitzer Maggid had to admit this was the
case. “The Litvak (‘Lithuanian’, as R Schneur Zalman was affectionately called by his colleagues) has bested us,” he said,
far far away in the town of Kozhnitz, to his uncomprehending disciples.

That very year, the Baal HaTanya passed away while fleeing Napoleon’s advance on Moscow in the winter of 1812.
Nevertheless, his role in the defeat of Napoleon was recognized by Alexander I, the Czar of Russia, who awarded him and
his descendants the title and privileges of a “Citizen Honored for Posterity.”
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Jewish women have long been praised for their ability to speak from the heart and pour out their emotions to Hasherm.
The Tefillos of our Imahos as well as Chana, Esther, and other notable women serve as an example of the power and
importance of women’s prayers. In some circumstances, their prayers even take precedence over those of men.

R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlit’a recounts the following story in one of his Teshuvos. During the Summer and Elul
zmanim in 1991 (5751), the Ponovezher Yeshivah in Bnei Brak experienced a tremendous growth in the number of
bochurim attending the yeshivah. As Rosh Hashana approached, and the amount of students swelled considerably, there
grew a concern that for the Yamim Noraim, there would simply not be enough space in the oversized Beis Medrash to
accommodate the overflow of bochurim. As it was, the Beis Medrash was tremendous - and there still wasn’t enough room!

No matter how they calculated, the numbers did not match up and a few recommendations were put forth to try and
make things work for Rosh Hashnan and Yom Kippur. One idea was to erect a wall that would split the considerable
women’s section in half in order to open up many more seats for the men and bochurim. It seemed rather obvious to the
Yeshivah’s faculty that based on the dictates of halacha, the bochurim of the Yeshivah, who have an obligation to daven
with a minyan, should take precedence over the group of women that would come to daven in that space.

Before they could enact any new arrangement in the Yeshivah, though, they first had to receive the permission of the
Rosh Yeshivah, R> Menachem Man Shach z¢”’l. They came to his office and explained the difficulty they were having
trying to fit everyone into the Beis Medrash, and the proposal to split the Ezras Nashim and give the men a considerably
larger amount of space. R” Shach listened wordlessly, and after he was informed of all the intricate details he responded, to
their surprise, that he needed some time to weigh the issue.

Two days later, R” Shach returned with his answer. He said the following: “Let us carefully consider who are the
individuals that will be davening with us during the Yamim Noraim. The women’s section is made up of many women
who, due to their personal situation in life, come to shul with very special prayers that they need to recite. Some of the
women who come are not yet married, some are praying for children, some are seeking refuos; they pour their hearts out
with supplication to merit blessing from the Almighty. Some who attend davening in the Yeshivah are older women,
widows, who are here without husbands and feel the pain of loneliness.”

R’ Shach’s eyes welled up with tears as he continued. “The supplication of the women who join us emanate from a
deep place. Their tefillos are saturated with tears. Their prayers, perhaps more than ours, have the strength to break through
even the locked gates in heaven. Therefore, we must understand that our entire Yeshivah rests on the prayers of women -
how can we possibly allow even one less woman to attend?”” The matter was closed.

That year, and every year after, R’ Shach did not allow the women’s section to be diminished by even a single chair.
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Avraham Avinu’s home? At first glance we would think that
it may be in order to have adequate posukim for the requisite
five aliyos. But upon further examination we see that
Hashem judged and answered Yishmael’s supplications
"DV NN IWND" - as he was at that moment. Hashem, in His
infinite compassion, judges us based on “who we are today”
and not according to what we were yesterday.

The commandment to send Hagar and Yishmael away
was a nisayon for Avraham Avinu. Nevertheless, he obeyed
the request of his wife Sarah, for he knew that for the sake
of chinuch habonim one must make sacrifices. In so many
areas of child rearing we are faced with challenges.
Avraham Avinu instilled in us the power to make the right
choices and not sway or be swayed from the correct path
and choice, for the sake of our precious children, our future.

Additionally. Chazal derive from the words "ynm Tom" -

“And she (Hagar) went and got lost,” that Hagar returned to
her father’s home and avodah zara. How exactly is that
indicated? I once heard a pshat as follows: A Yid never ever
gets “lost.” He might lose his way from time to time, but
Hashem watches and protects him, so he is never really lost.
The fact that Hagar strayed and stumbled and “got lost”
must be an indication that she wasn’t acting like a Yid.

My machshava here is, that sometimes in our lives, we
feel lost, and are lacking direction. We must remember that
Hashem’s love and embrace are our spiritual GPS, and we
should never feel lost. He is watching us. Let us utilize His
guide and directions to always find our way back home.

May Hakadosh Boruch Hu help all His children find their
way back home this year and every year. And may He bring
us all back home to Yerushalayim Habnuya Bekarov.
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It is said that the renowned Chassidic mashpia, R’ Dovid Horodoker z#”’l, wept when Czar Nicholas II was
overthrown during the Russian Revolution of 1917. “Why do you shed tears over the fall of a tyrant?”” he was asked. “I
weep,” replied the holy chasid, “because a great mashal in Chassidus is gone.”

He was referring to the mashal most employed by Chassidic teaching which is the metaphor of “kingship.” Our
relationship with Hashem is described by the Torah as that of a child to his father, a disciple to his master, a flock to its
shepherd, among others. While these metaphors each express another facet of the bond between man and Hashem, there is
a dimension to the relationship that can only be expressed by the model of a subject’s relationship to his king. On Rosh
Hashana, more than any other time, is the idea of Hashem’s Kingship most prominent and it is our goal and purpose on
the Jewish New Year to coronate the Almighty once again, as King over the entire world.

Thus, when the Czar of Russia - a tyrannical monarch with unlimited control and power - was overthrown, a Rebbe of
Chassidim wept. How would a “king-less” generation understand the utter surrender of self that the king-subject
relationship epitomized? How would they comprehend the awe accorded the One and only King whose rule is absolute
and incontestable? What model would they have for one who transcends the personal to embody the soul of a nation?
Never mind that most kings of history were unworthy metaphors of the divine sovereignty - nevertheless, he was still a
king. A king is a king! And now that king is gone! And so R’ Dovid wept.

During the Napoleanic wars of the 19th century, there were many righteous Jews who eagerly awaited liberation by
Napoleon’s armies. No longer would the Jewish people be locked into ghettos and deprived of their means of earning a
livelihood; no longer would the country be allied with a religion hostile to the Jewish faith. Liberated from the persecution
and poverty that had characterized Jewish life on European soil for a dozen centuries, the Jewish people would be free to
deepen and intensify their bond with Hashem in ways previously unimaginable. Indeed, there were those who believed
that a French victory would ready the world for the coming of Moshiach and the final redemption.

But there were other more cautious voices in the Jewish community who prophesied the exchange of material poverty
for spiritual woe. Yes, the ghetto walls would fall; yes, the financial centers, professional alliances and universities of
Europe would open their doors to the Jew. But at what price! The demise of the shfetl would mean the destruction of the
spiritual center of Jewish life, the breakdown of the Jewish family and community, and the compromising of the Jew’s
commitment to Torah and mitzvos. Yes, Napoleon would free the Jewish body, but he would all but destroy the Jewish soul.

A major force in the Jewish opposition to Napoleon was the renowned Baal HaTanya, R’ Schneur Zalman of Liadi
zt”’l. His prowess opposing Napoleon was almost legendary. He did more than warn against the dangers of emancipation;
he battled Napoleon on all fronts, interceding on high to effect the French monarch’s downfall and aiding Russia’s earthly
effort to defeat him. There was even a Chassidic spy, Rabbi Moshe Meisels of Vilna, who, at the Baal HaTanya’s behest,
worked as an interpreter for the French High Command and relayed their battle plans to the Czar’s generals. Under strict
and secret orders of the Rebbe himself, Rabbi Moshe Meisels would learn of the French military schemes and relay them
through secret couriers to the Russian military. This helped, in no small amount, to turn the tide of a number of battles.
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we are here for and what we must do..

The most important avodah on Rosh Hashana is not to
get angry or upset about ANYTHING. We have many
simanim for a good year. We dip the apple in the honey; we
eat pomegranates and dates and even the head of a fish. But
if we get angry when one of the kids gets honey all over our
new Yom Tov suit, or shpritzes pomegranate seeds all over
the white tablecloth, then we have missed the point. We are
serving ourselves and not Hashem. We are coronating
ourselves as Kings of the world rather than accepting
Hashem as the true Master of the world.

Imagine this ... you are sleeping in a cabin, and suddenly,
a great light fills the room. Hashem suddenly speaks to you!
He tells you that He has work for you to do. He shows you a
very large rock in front of the cabin and tells you that your
job is to push against the rock with all your might. You
readily accept. So this is what you do all day for many
years. You square your shoulders against the rock and push
with all your might from morning until night. But every
night when you go to sleep, you feel bad because you
haven't moved that rock even a millimeter.

Since you feel discouraged, the yetzer hara decides to
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enter the picture. He puts all kinds of negative thoughts in
your head. “You are a failure; you are wasting your life, the
task is impossible. It is too much for you, why kill yourself
over this? Just give up.” You were ready to do just that
when you decided to bring all your troubles to Hashem. You
say, “Hashem, I have been working long and hard in Your
service, putting all my strength to do what You asked, but
after all this time, I haven’t moved the rock even a
millimeter! What am I doing wrong? Why am I failing?”

Hashem answers, My beloved child, when I asked you to
serve Me, you accepted, and I asked you to push against the
rock with all your strength, which you have done. Never
once did I mention that I expect you to move it. Your task
was to push and now look at what you have become! You
are strong, you have formed muscles, you are determined, you
are persistent. Through the constant opposition, you have
truly grown great! True, you didn't move the rock, but your
job was to listen to Me, to push and to trust My wisdom. This
you have done, and now I will move the rock for you!

May we be zoche to truly coronate Hashem as King this

Rosh Hashana, so that He can finally bring an end to all our
troubles. May we all be blessed with a k’siva v’chasima tova.

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
AND HEMSHECH HADOROS
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The Rema in siman 581-3 cites the famous minhag to
refrain from blowing the shofar on Erev Rosh Hashana. The
poskim offer two reasons: We hope to confuse the satan and
to make a separation between the tekiyos of Elul, a minhag,
and the tekiyos of Rosh Hashana, which are a D’Oraysa.
Thus, we refrain from blowing the day before.

The Mishna Berura writes that even when the first day
Rosh Hashana is Shabbos, like this year, and there is a
break anyhow, we nevertheless refrain from blowing on
Friday. In Sha’ar Hatziyon he further elaborates: “Since we
say the words ‘Zichron Teruah’ during the davening it’s like
a tekiah.” Thus, although we don’t actually physically blow,
it’s considered as if we do by saying these 2 simple words.
How can we understand this idea and apply it to our lives
and to our fefillos on Rosh Hashana?

My machshava here is that in reality we are all baalei
tokeah, not only this year, but every year. Each and every one
of us blows his/her shofar. And I'll explain. The power of the
shofar lies in the sincerity of its blower. If a person simply
wants to produce a noise from a ram’s horn, anyone can do
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that. But if one is sincere and blows a shofar in order to do
Teshuvah and bring Hashem’s Middas Harachamim down to
the world, then that’s a whole different thing altogether.

What more powerful tool of sincerity is there than the
“krechtz” - the sigh and groan of a Yid? A Yid who went
through a year of ups and downs; triumphs and pitfalls; was
healthy or r”1 sick; financially successful or poverty- stricken;
a Yid who cries out to Hashem with his heart, soul and mind,
is the most beautiful and effective shofar that exists.

The Torah refers to Rosh Hashana as “Zichron Teruah.”
This description is interesting because normally we blow the
shofar on Rosh Hashana. It's only when it coincides with
Shabbos that it’s called a "W12v". So why is it simply called
Zichron Teruah? Because every year, the blast that succeeds
in piercing the heavens is accompanied with a lev nishbar, a
broken heart, a sigh that escapes our mouths. That is our secret.
This past year- OIY! - how many “lev nishbars” are there?
We each sigh and krechtz, so many losses, so much havoc.
Let us all send our sighs and Zichron Teruahs up on high and
be mispallel for an end to past tzaros and for a new beginning
with the accompaniment of the Shofar shel Moshiach!
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about her travails in the Haftorah of Rosh Hashana. It is

On the first day of Rosh Hashana we read the portion of meant to remind us to daven really hard at this time, as they

the Torah that describes how Hashem “remembered” Sarah
on the day of Rosh Hashana, allowing her to bear a child.
This was also the case years later with Chana, and we read

did, for children or for any other needed yeshuos.
The question is, why must we continue the kriah with the
story of Yishmael and his mother being banished from




