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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen (51). Separation of Meat and Dairy.
Before the Yamim Tovim, we had been in the middle of a series
explaining the rules of Issur V’heter in the kitchen. Among the
topics we discussed were Nat bar Nat - a secondary taste, Aino
ben yomo - a taste that’s been in a vessel for more than 24 hours,
Davar charif - sharp items, Yad soledes bo - a heat that causes
one to pull his hands away, etc. We will now continue this series
by mentioning mistakes and mix-ups in the kitchen, how to
proceed after a mishap occurs, and how to ask a shailah. Let us
begin by taking a classic kitchen mix-up as an example.

When Does an Item Need Kashering? If, on Friday afternoon,
chicken soup is on the stove, and the lady or her well-meaning
child took a milchig spoon to mix it or to taste a bit of soup, there
are three relevant questions to be asked. Is the soup permitted, or
not? Does the spoon need kashering? Does the pot need
kashering? The first thing to determine is whether the milchig
spoon had a hot, milchig contact in usage or washing, during the
last 24 hours. If not, the soup and pot are not affected. However,
the spoon will still need kashering if the soup in the pot was yad
soledes bo. The reason why the soup and pot are permitted is
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because only a faam, a taste that has been sitting in the spoon for 24
hours, gives a detrimental taste into the soup (nosain taam lifgam)
but in this case, it does not affect the soup or pot. The spoon, on the
other hand, does need to be kashered because the soup taste that
went into it is fresh. Since it entered into the spoon fresh, it does not
help to just leave it for 24 hours and kashering still has to be done
to remove the meat taste from the spoon.
How to Kasher the Spoon. The spoon should be taken to a non-
food sink (i.e. a bathroom or utility room sink, or a bathtub) and
washed well with cold water and dish soap. Then, he should wait at
least 24 hours before taking a milchig pot, filling it with water and
heating it to a boil on the fire. When it starts to bubble, he drops
the spoon into the pot. If the bubbling settles due to the entry of
the cold spoon, he should wait until it begins to bubble again.
Once the spoon has settled in for a few seconds, it is considered
kashered. Afterwards, he removes the spoon and brings it again to
anon-food sink and washes it around and around with cold water.
This is all by an Aino ben yomo spoon. If the spoon was used (or
possibly used) within the past 24 hours for hot milchigs, it gets
more complicated and we will explain it next week Iy ”h.
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YIS O M NIP NTIT M3 NN T 25n g e NS - Our Gemara says it is possible to be oiver 9nxn 92 on mw if he said ‘|
will not leave this world without first being a nazir”. Since we are nmm5 wen, he must accept nezirus on himself immediately. If he does not,
he is oiver smxn 2. The Gemara compares this to a case where a Kohain gives his wife a va & says it should be 5n one hour before | die.
Since we are nmb wwn she may never eat Terumah, as this might be the hour before he dies. The v points out that these 2 cases are not
exactly similar. Because if the yno nwx does eat Terumah & her husband doesn't die in the next hour, she was not oiver anything. In our case
the Y explains, when someone makes such a statement of nezirus, it's as if he is accepting on himself to be ™ Sapn instantly (because
of the concern he might die any time), therefore, if he doesn't accept nezirus immediately he is oiver \nxn Y.

The 7wn nnm [» mx now] brings the 0”219 that says if one says nmm »ab TNN O ) 0", since we are N w»n, he must be
a nazir forever, as this day might be the day before he dies. The n"» explains that even though he is technically accepting only a 1 day nezirus
on himself, & m~v ono is 30 days, the Rambam holds that this means if there are 30 days for the nezirus to last, then it lasts for 30 days.
But f there aren’t 30 days available, then it won't last 30 days but the nezirus it is still 5n. The v brings this case but changes the statement
from 1 day before | die, to “nmn omp oY DWW PN Why does the v change the case from 1 day before | die like the Rambam
says, to 30 days before | die? Explains the n"n, the w"N is arguing on the o> of the Rambam & he holds that there must be 30 days
available for the m~ to be 5n on, therefore accepting nezirus the day before he dies, is not bn. om0 Sy v Yy, for a different approach.

There are different mww in N5 yw»n that come up throughout the entire ©"w. Later in our mesechta, we will learn that the oon were
o that we use different words [y»»5] when making a 2. For example, one should not say "y27i 'nb" because we are concerned that
after he says the word 'n> before he has a chance to say "ya7p" he might die & as a result, he will be n5va> ow bw rxm. Even though
this is a vy Y, since there is an easy solution, vg a’re3 wj\e)ir:z Thﬂe{o;e, to avg% tQiﬂsrsue totally, one must say it in this order — "n% y219".

VS V20T &NV
R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z¢”’I would say:m SRR
“N9IWY NIV OMID M1 NIAN MY DN WK MY - Why it is that when the world makes more and more scientific

discoveries, it begins to believe in the Almighty less and less? Before any construction project, people first develop building
plans for a structure and later create or purchase materials needed for it. With the Dor Haflaga, when the people came to the
idea of building a tower, they sought to use rocks. Since they did not have proper stones to build in that area, they had to
solve their lack with the invention of bricks. When they figured out how they could build by making bricks, they decided that
they were just as creative as Hashem — and decided that they didn’t need Him in their lives. Science is exactly the same!”

A Wise Man would say: “Remember. if roses were not special, weeds would not envy them.” %ﬁf;gﬁf:,ﬂ;ﬁg%ﬂ?ﬁg
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The Ramban writes that Noach had to go out and collect pairs of the kosher animals since these animals were destined
to be offered as korbanos (sacrifices) and Hashem did not decree that they should come to Noach of their own accord.
Living creatures are created with an instinct for self-preservation. This is an element of Yashrus, fairness, with which
Hashem created the world; i.e., it is only fair that every creature have the instinct to preserve its own life. However, the
instinct for self-preservation could not drive the kosher animals to the Ark, since going there meant that some of them
would eventually die on the altar. It is true, observes R’ Simcha Zissel Broide z¢”’l (Rosh Yeshivah of Chevron) that these
animals would preserve their lives for a full year by being in the Ark rather than outside in the flood waters. Nevertheless,
it would not have been yashar for Hashem to implant in these animals an urge to go to their own deaths.

One of the darkest times in Jewish history was the era of Shabsai Tzvi, ym”s, a false messiah who succeeded in
deluding thousands of Jews into believing that he was the long-awaited redeemer. Born in Turkey, he taught radical new
notions based on the Kabbalah and ultimately converted to Islam, dashing the hopes of the masses, who had trustingly
placed their hopes in him. Unfortunately, even after he died, his legacy lived on and a man by the name of Yaakov Frank
led the movement. At its peak he had about fifty thousand followers, of which more than half eventually converted to a
different religion. Because Shabsai Tzvi had been proven to be a fraud years previously, the leading Rabbanim in Poland
and the surrounding countries were quick to harass and excommunicate Frank and his teachings.

Eventually, Frank informed Mikotaj Dembowski, the Catholic Bishop of Kamieniec Podolski, in Poland, that his group
had rejected the Talmud and would only recognize the sacred book of Kabbalah, the Zohar, which makes no
contradictory statements to the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. The bishop took Frank and his followers under his
protection and in 1757 arranged a religious dispute between them and the Rabbanim of the traditionalist community.

the Frankists, as was expected, and ordered the burning of all copies of the Talmud in Poland. Ten thousand volumes were
destroyed, which was a tremendous loss for Jewish scholarship and the limited libraries of that era.

Two years later the Frankists accused the traditional Jewish community of a blood libel and again subjected the
Rabbanim to a religious dispute, grander and more impressive than the previous one. One of the rabbis chosen to debate
was R’ Yitzchok Schorr zt”I, one of the great Jewish leaders of the time and a Rebbe of the Baal Shem Tov z¢”l.

As the debate got underway, R” Schorr turned to Yaakov Frank with obvious disdain and disgust and asked him how he
can so brazenly reject all the laws of the Torah, when he knew he was wrong. Frank in return explained that all the laws of the
Torah were only relevant until the era of the messiah and since Shabsai Tzvi was the messiah and he had already arrived, the
Torah has now changed! “Prove it,” R’ Schorr challenged him. “You cannot make such a statement without proof.”

“Ok,” Frank replied. “We will ask your parents! They are in the world of only truth, let them tell this to you.”

Yaakov Frank, a master of mysticism and sorcery, muttered a few words and incantations and suddenly, R’ Schorr’s
parents appeared! Frank asked for confirmation of his proclamation and amazingly, they confirmed it!

Taken aback, R’ Schorr turned to Frank and said, “If the Torah has indeed changed than there is no prohibition for a
child to hit his parents. Correct?”” Yaakov Frank warily nodded his head in confirmation. R* Schorr than proceeded to hit
his “parents” with a stick until they fell to the ground. However, the moment they hit the ground, their appearance changed
and they were not human anymore but rather two dead dogs that Frank had magically altered to appear as humans!

Forced to concede that the Frankist movement was nothing more than a fraud, the bishop punished Frank and his |

followers! He then ordered them to shave half their beards so people can distance themselves from their wicked influence.
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Yeshaya HaNavi reminds us of Hashem’s promise to never
again bring such a flood upon the earth no matter what the
circumstances would be. Interestingly, Chazal say that
neither Noach nor his children, slept for the twelve months
prior to the flood since they were constantly busy, day and
night, tending to the constant and varied needs of the
animals. But if this was a “family project” why does the Navi
refer to the mabul as only “the waters of Noach?” Why are
his children not mentioned at all?

R’ Chaim Ephraim Zaitchik z¢”’ explains that although
Noach’s family did indeed help him care for the animals,
they did so only out of respect for their father. At the outset,
their belief system and actions were not too different from

the rest of the world, however, due to the respect they held for
their father and his beliefs, they labored day and night
alongside him. It is a testament to their esteem for their father
that they acted this way. But although they were saved from
the flood waters for their good deeds, Hashem did not credit
them fully since they did not believe in the mabul fully.

This idea brings out another point and underscores the
concept brought by Chazal of "nnwd X2 mpwd Now nn’ - “a
deed not done for its own sake will ultimately lead to it being
done for its own sake.” For even though they didn’t fully
believe in the destruction of the mabul right from the outset,
since Noach’s children ultimately did what Hashem asked
them to do, they were indeed saved from the flood.
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L
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Chazal denote that the word “ach” is an expression of miyut - of exclusion. Rashi cites a few pshatim to explain how this

"C, works. In the last one, he cites the famous Chazal that the lion attacked Noach inside the teivah because he was late one day in

bringing its food. This begs an explanation. Noach was literally moser nefesh tending to the task of feeding an entire zoo of

R animals, day and night, 24/7. Does one act of tardiness deserve such severe repercussions?

I once heard the following pshat. This lion wasn’t just an ordinary lion. He was the last of two lions left alive on earth. Each

o species was on the verge of becoming extinct. When you deal with an endangered species it requires an even greater sense of
¥¥%. | dedication and urgency. Thus, seemingly on Noach’s level, there was a drop more zealousness that could have been utilized.

Thinking back to the generation of the she’aris haplaita, this idea comes alive. The Yidden who were saved from the

“"'”, inferno of the Holocaust lived with this sense of mission. They were the last Jewish survivors and Klal Yisroel was on the
o | brink of extinction, chas v’shalom. They had such a passion to build and rebuild the world that once was. And with much
"C, siyata d’shmaya and assistance from Above, they were successful.

This machshava can pertain to us as well. We live in an unsurpassed generation where we have so much good. The sheer

| number of Bnei Torah are astronomical. Yet, we sometimes struggle with the question of, “Do I really make a difference, I'm

just a drop in the bucket.” If everyone says or feels that way, we will remain stagnant. We all must live, at least a little bit, with

R the mentality that I'm the last of my kind and I can and will be”H make a difference. If we live with this ideal, our entire
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| wn: There was once a wealthy businessman who ran into

The Anti-Talmudists presented their prevaricated ideas, which began the intense dispute. The bishop sided in favor of 2 2| financial trouble. He asked a few friends to lend him some

money but he just couldn’t get back on his feet. One deadline

Ul after another passed and he was only able to pay back a

partial amount of what he owed.
After a while, his friends decided they waited long enough.
After discussing their options, it was decided that the time had

'| come to take action. One fine morning the unfortunate
$% | businessman gets a knock on the door to find his “friends”

standing there. “We want our money back,” they said sternly.
“Please,” he begged with tears in his eyes. “I have a

3 | profitable business venture taking place this week. Next
m| week, I promise to pay you back everything I owe.”

Not wanting to destroy their friend, they agreed to wait

All except for one person. This hothead decided that he

was owed $100 and he wasn’t going to put up with it
anymore. He burst into the house and grabbed a crystal vase
worth about $100. Naturally, this caused a commotion and
eventually, one by one, they all stormed the house. One took
the couch, the other the dining room set, the beds and pretty
much everything else! At the end of the day, this poor fellow
was left bemoaning his fate in his barren bedroom.
%wn3: The Chofetz Chaim z¢”’] used to liken this story to the
people who lived during the times of the mabul. They did all
sorts of terrible and immoral acts but were ultimately
condemned because of ©nn - theft. The reason is because
every action creates an angel. When enough bad angels are
created, they “storm” and attack the person. Theft, however,
goes even further and creates brazen hotheads. These angels
have no patience to wait for the reckoning so they attack the
person right away, leading to his ultimate downfall.

\,;2 avodas Hashem will become electrified and be felt by our children, inspiring and elevating the next dor, kein yehi ratzon!
N

"C, until the following week. But that was as far as they’d go.

DUP2TN PINT Op owan ™

EDITORIAL AND
(2-1) .. oY DN BT

EPITORAL AR Suors oxspos ovos e YN TTY VXY T

When we think of Noach, we immediately focus on the Mabul, the heavy rains that brought a surge of raging waters

C # with such destructive power that they literally destroyed the entire world. A tornado, hurricane and tsunami put together, do
¥ | not come close to the terror and havoc that resulted from the "ny " - the “Water of Noach.”

The rain cycle is quite miraculous, designed by the Creator of the World in His infinite wisdom to sustain the world. The

5] oceans of the world hold 97% of the world’s water. Two percent is frozen in the polar ice caps. The constant recycling of

the remaining one percent provides us with all the water we use! It is amazing that all the water in the entire world’s

29 atmosphere only equals about 10 days of normal rainfall! If water was something that is used up like gas or oil - we would

run out of water very quickly. But because water gets re-used over and over, we do not have this problem.
Water is an incredible liquid. It is a combination of two atoms of hydrogen and one atom of oxygen. Each of these two
gases alone cannot feed us, yet when they combine together they form the wonder-liquid from which we live. Would this

rt,"v‘ not be so, the water vapor in the air would never condense and form clouds! Snow wouldn’t fall in the winter, and if it
o¥%_| snowed, it would never melt. Although the oceans are full of salty, undrinkable water, it vaporizes into the atmosphere and
becomes a blessing for us. It has no color and no smell. It is pure! We cook with it, bathe in it, it regulates our body
w "‘,\,{ temperature, moves out our wastes, lubricates our joints, helps to digest our food - and don’t forget swimming!

A rainy day is often called, “nasty weather”; a “rotten summer” means it rained a lot; “the weather was just awful” implies

% %] that we do not like to be inconvenienced and thus spurn this most wonderful blessing. Let’s appreciate the magnificent gift of

rain from our Beloved Father and, even if it is inconvenient and even if you get wet, please don’t ever call rain nasty again!




