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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

New Series: Kashrus and the Kitchen (4)

Issur To Benefit from Basar Becholov and Correction to
Last Week’s Issue. Last week when discussing the issur
[according to many poskim] of recooking Basar Becholov, we
gave an example of somebody who has cooked dog food and
reheats it. That example was misleading because one might
infer that the dog food without being recooked is permitted to
be fed to a dog, and that isn’t true, as will be explained. Even if
the meat is freif because it was not shechted, as long as it is a
Kosher species of animal, and it was cooked in milk of a
Kosher species animal, all benefits are prohibited from this
Torah class of Basar Becholov and one cannot feed it to his
pet [see further]. However, Rabbinic Basar Becholov like
poultry or deer meet is only prohibited to eat, although
benefiting from it is permitted, and one can feed it to his pet.
Prohibited Benefits from Torah-class Basar Becholov are:

1) Intentionally smelling. Even though we rule like the opinion
in the Gemara () that smelling does not count the same as
eating, here and with regard to chometz on Pesach, where there
is an issur to benefit from smelling intentionally, it is assur.

2) Selling or trading even to a gentile, because the money he
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receives is considered benefiting from the issur.

3) Giving a gift is also called a benefit to the giver because the
receiver will either do him back a favor or at least appreciate it
which is also deemed in halacha as a “benefit” to the giver ).

4) Feeding it to one’s pet.

5) Feeding it to an owner-less animal is also called a benefit
because one fulfills Hashem'’s will to feed an animal 3).

6) Mistacher B’issurei Hana’ah. Profiting from Basar Becholov
related work. This includes being paid to transport it, stack it
pack it, etc. If one is employed by a gentile to feed gentile
patients, including Basar Becholov, there is a debate between the
Poskim and one who has this situation must consult a Rav. See
Tzitz Eliezer 17:33:3-6 and Hil Basar Becholov [Hofstater] 1:9.
Question. Is one allowed to attend a cooking class where the
gentile teacher is performing with Basar Becholov? Is that called
benefiting from Basar Becholov?

Answer: The Chazon Ish @) holds that a minor benefit such as
viewing something, is not called a benefit. The Shut Har Tzvi 5)
permits it because “it is an indirect benefit and not a benefit from
the item itself.” They both indicate that the Chasam Sofer in his
teshuvos (6) argues.
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"RTPES WP RN N ARt Sonw 2T e 2an TN - Our Gemara says one should say viduy before eating the npoann nmyo
on erev Yom Kippur because he might become m>w at the meal and won't have a clear mind to say viduy afterwards. The ©"an4 adds that
we are also concerned one might y'n choke during the meal & miss out on saying viduy. The Gemara says that even though we say viduy
before the meal, we should say it again after the nTwo. The Y919 N >972 1911 quotes the y'an that reiterates that one should not only say
viduy before the meal, but also after the nmyo, towards the evening. This way, he will enter Yom Kippurin a state of nawn.

The 2"wn [0 'o] says that it is good to be o like this y"an9n noww & that is why we are xn to say nav nbvan before nywpw which
has viduy in it. The o4 »n ['np 595 o] brings the entire now of noy n>an that we are s to say mvn yxa. He adds that this noram is
recited after »1 95. The ©»nin 95 says that owowx are m to say nav nxvan before »17 2. The X9 'R »o,0" N "o N"N] says it is the
custom to say »ym 9o while it is still daytime & stretch it into the night by singing it & reciting it 3 times. The 2"y explains that since »m 5o is
similar to o7 i, which may not be done on maw & v'y, we say it right before 5w starts.

Some Poskim [1"a 7' inbw mavn] feel that saying nav n>an before »11 3 is a problem. Because in the n>an we are Sapn the
ovn nenTp & it would be too late to say » 95 based on the above X1 that we say ™1y b5 before v"y starts. Rav Chaim Kanievsky
shlit'a suggests a solution: one should not be oyn NeYTR 93PN when saying not n>van. This will allow him to say 7 9o after it.
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R’ Chaim Aryeh Leib Fenster z£”’ (Shaar Bas Rabim) would say: 1Y DY 1910 00N 70 (6) Ny
“N91vn DNNY NNNDNY XD BINNN' - Moshe said to the Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven, ‘Shall your brothers go out to
battle while you settle here?’ If they were settling in a different land, what was the problem with not participating in the
war for Eretz Yisroel? The answer is that although the Jewish people are dispersed to many parts of the world, they are
strongly united and psychologically interdependent. Thus, Moshe was not questioning the legitimacy of their action, but
rather saying, “It’s impossible for you to sit calmly and enjoy your land in Jordan when your brethren are engaged in war.”

Mahara’l M’Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy z¢£”’l (Gur Aryeh) would say:

“Rashi writes: ‘Gilad had many murderers, as it says, ‘Gilad, a city of violence, who lurk to shed blood.” The fact that
there were many intentional murderers in Gilad indicates that human life was not valued there. It stands to reason, that
even those who were not murderers tended to be negligent. Thus, there were many unintentional killings there, as well.”

A Wise Man would say: “Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.”
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The Nation of Am Yisroel is on the cusp of entering Eretz Yisroel. The military conquests have been assured them and
now Hashem is giving them final instructions on how to deal with the inhabitants of the Land. Hashem tells Moshe
Rabbeinu to ensure that the people follow His will and deal with the Canaanim firmly, for if they do not, the residents will
never stop harassing the Jewish people. In today’s political climate, with the challenge of Palestinian terrorism playing out
in Israel on a daily basis, the following words of the Ohr HaChayim Hakadosh z¢”’l seem quite prophetic in nature:
“When the Torah says, ‘Those whom you allow to remain shall be stings in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they
shall harass you in the land in which you live,’ it means that not only will they harass you in the part of the land that you
did not drive them out of, but they will harass you even in the parts of the country which you have conquered and driven
them out of and which you have settled. They will challenge you to leave what they consider to be their country.”

In the mid-1990’s, as the first Palestininian Intifada was kicking into high gear and terrorist attacks were on the rise
almost daily, two IDF major generals were coming to the end of their long and storied military careers. General Meir
Dagan had led everything from commando squads to armored brigades and would later go on to serve as director of the
famous Israeli spy agency, the Mossad. General Yossi Ben Hanan, after serving as one of Israel’s most successful tank
commanders in the 1973 Yom Kippur war, would go on to lead the armored corps and the IDF’s vaunted Research &
Development arm - though he is most famous for the 1967 Life magazine cover photo of his 22-year-old self standing in
the waters of the Suez Canal, a symbol of Israeli vitality and military success.

By the mid-1990s, the two grizzled veterans, newly released from their military duties, planned to travel together to
Vietnam. Many Israelis travel to the Far East for a number of reasons, vacationing being only one of them. In this case,
both generals were avid students of military history, including the Vietnam conflict. They applied for visas and made a
special request to the Vietnamese authorities: to meet General Vo Nguyen Giap.

Nguyen Giap was one of the great strategic minds of the twentieth century, a former schoolteacher who played a central
role in developing the strategic thinking and organizational capabilities that transformed ragtag rural provincials into a
military force that would rout the most powerful nations in the world, from the Japanese occupation to the French and the
Americans over three long decades of conflict culminating in the end of the Vietnam War in 1975.

Giap was also a ruthless and often tyrannical leader, murdering opponents of Vietnam’s communist movement and
overseeing a guerrilla war that sacrificed hundreds of thousands of his own fighters to the cause. He was no hero to the
Israelis, but he nevertheless cut a fascinating figure in the annals of modern warfare.

Unexpectedly, the request was approved. Giap agreed to meet them. When the Israelis arrived in Vietnam, they sat
down with the man who by then had spent decades as his country’s defense minister. It was a long meeting. They
discussed various aspects of military strategy and the great Israeli generals put their military prowess up against the
Vietnamese legend. For hours, they spoke and suddenly Giap indicated that it was time to leave.
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The Baal HaTurim makes the following observation. Moshe didn’t send the nesi’im to the front lines in the battle with
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"C, Midyan. The reason? So as not to embatrass shevet Shimon, whose nasi had just been slain by Pinchos. Moshe decided not to

send any nasi to war. From this we learn a powerful lesson. Although in battle, the nesi’im would’ve been an asset to Bnei

Al Yisroel, and while they could have issued a rallying cry to be a morale booster for the troops, Moshe abstained from doing so

because a Yiddishe war isn’t won by cunning strategic plans and maneuvers. Rather, it is won through following the ritzon

EM Hashem. Moshe Rabbeinu had the keen insight and perception to discern that if sending the nesi’im into battle would, for just
g% | one second, cause shevet Shimon discomfiture - then Hashem has other ways for the Yidden to triumph over Midyan.

In truth, this entire battle was an example of rirzon Hashem. Rashi explains the juxtaposition of these two diverse thoughts

g 3| n the following posuk: "0y DN QONN NN DTN TN IXIW 12 1) 0P Even though Moshe knew that the annihilation of
© | Midyan would ready the stage for his own passing, he didn’t hesitate or procrastinate. Instead, he hastened to heed Hashem’s
"C, command with alacrity, and dutifully sent the troops into battle. Moshe, the paradigm of avdus Hashem, knew that it is

Hashem’s ratzon that rules supreme; not his own personal desires. This is the proper way a Yid lives his life.
This machshava is also found Parshas Masei. The Torah, in closing, reiterates the laws of inheritance for a girl, when there
is no son. The posuk concludes: "Dw15 \>77 25 TNASN T2 .. NNMY'. The Bnos Tzelofchad married their immediate family

R members. Explains the Seforno, although they were permitted to marry anyone from their own shevet, they chose closer

relatives, because they saw that the ritzon Hashem was to keep their property in the family. Once they made that decision to
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= ® om: On the last day of the term, a professor stood before his

class of twenty senior organic biology students, about to

X351 hand out the final exam of the semester.

“I want to say that it’s been a pleasure teaching you this

"C, semester. I know you’ve all worked extremely hard and

many are off to medical school after summer. So that no one

| gets their GPA messed up because they might have been

celebrating a bit too much this week, anyone who would like

"C, to opt out of the final exam today, will be permitted to do so
¥%| right now, and will receive a B for the course.”

There was much rejoicing amongst the class as a few

= % students got up, passed by the professor to thank him and

signed off on his offer. As the last taker left the room, the

;fc;“"" follow Hashem’s will, they immediately found their “basherter”. May HKBH fulfill our wishes and return us home, amen.

and asked, “Is there anyone else? This is your last chance.”
One final student hesitantly stood up and took the offer.
He shook the professor’s hand and walked out.
The professor closed the door and took attendance of
those students remaining. “I'm glad to see you believe in
yourself,” he said. “You all get A’s.”

o3 A “vow” is self-imposed. An action initiated by us to

fortify our avodah and focus to Hashem. There are times in a
person’s life when one has to voice his opinions and take a
stand to secure his beliefs. Individual people will undertake
different issues and values to champion. Ultimately, the
desire to openly express one’s feelings must come from
within one’s own heart, if and when they are ready to do so,
and not be imposed upon them by others. A vow to act must
come from within your heart. If you “feel” it and believe in

When the Israelis rose to leave, Giap unexpectedly turned to the Palestinian issue. “Listen,” he said, “the Palestinians
are always coming here and saying to me, ‘You expelled the French and the Americans. How do we expel the Jews?*”

This was a new twist. The Palestinians were asking Giap for advice on how to rid the the land they consider Palestine,
of the Jewish people and the State of Israel. The generals were intrigued. “And what do you tell them?” they asked.

“I tell them,” Giap replied, as he walked away from the group, “that the French went back to France and the Americans |

went back to America. But the Jews have nowhere to go. So in that case, the Palestinians will never expel them.”
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This week’s Haftorah marks the second of the three weeks

of calamities in which Yirmiyahu HaNavi castigates the
Nation for having transgressed the cardinal sin of idol
worship. Interestingly, Hashem laments how the Nation
“distanced themselves from Me, and they went after futility
and they themselves became futile.” But is it not obvious that
one will become futile if he chases after futility?

R’ Mendel Hirsch z¢”l (Seder Haftoros) explains that
practicing idolatry was not a rational decision made on a
person’s part; rather it was prompted by one’s evil inclination
which harassed him relentlessly into submission. On the
whole, Jews eschew idol worship and find greater pleasure in
serving the Almighty due to their deep spiritual connection to
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Hashem and His Torah. While everything in the world was
created for and is meant to be used in the service of the
Almighty — as dictated by the Torah, if it should ever be used
for idolatry, it will lose its meaning and become a futile object
with no purpose in the world.

Thus, a Jew who just stops living an observant Torah life
is simply lost in the world and the hope is that eventually he
will find his inner Jewish spark which will reignite his
passion for Torah and Mitzvos, and redirect him back to the
more fulfilling life of a G-d-fearing Torah Jew. However, a
Jew who defects from a Torah lifestyle and adopts other
false gods, cultures or beliefs will find himself leading a
tragically futile life with no end in sight

"C, professor looked out over the handful of remaining students _yourself, then do something about it.
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The Medrash makes a strong comparison between the posuk, "IN 12 >yoNn NON' in this parsha, which refers to the

© | travels of the Jewish people in the desert, and "oxw PN NN - the words declared by Bnei Yisroel during the terrible sin
#2. | of the Golden Calf. The Pressburger Rov, R” Akiva Sofer z¢”l, (Daas Sofer) identifies the connection: due to the words
S| "o o no’, the Jewish people were forced to wander in the wilderness for 40 years. Their long circuitous journey
wm| was necessary as they were not spiritually prepared to enter the Holy Land after being sunk in the shmutz and grime of

Mitzrayim for 210 years. They needed to undergo a purification process in order to enter Eretz Yisroel. This, he says, is akin

| to a man living in a place extremely close to the equator. In order to move to a very cold climate, he needs to gradually

acclimate himself to cold weather by making a few stops along the way, all the while getting used to the cold.
Our lives are the same. We are meant to live with a gradual process of continuous growth. Whenever we settle down and get
too comfortable, Hashem sends us a message that it is time to “get up and go.” It is time to pick ourselves up from bad

& | influences, negative character traits, and the sins we commit, and forge ahead. It is time to rid ourselves of the “gods” of this
¥ | world: the money, the pleasures, the desire for honor and glory. When the little voice inside our head calls out, PnoN noN"
*| "oxw - these are your gods, these are the things you should worship, we must counter that voice and declare, »2 yon noN"
B "IN - it is time to get up and MOVE, to aim higher, to raise the bar and strive for loftier standards in avodas Hashem.

We are in the middle of Bein HaMetzarim, days that we can connect and feel Hashem’s presence more acutely because He

%| leaves His place On High and “travels” down to be with His people in their time of suffering. These are days that we need to cry

out and say, “THIS IS MY HASHEM.” We must feel that our journey has come to an end as Hashem finally brings us home.




