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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

Coronavirus: Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times (6)
Weddings in Times of Social Distancing. When we cannot
have big crowds by a chasuna, we have to suffice with
minimums, both in numbers and physical proximity. We should
try to have ten men (the Chosson, Mesader Kiddushin, fathers
and relatives who can combine for any minyan for davening are
part of the ten). They do not have to be crowded under or around
the chuppah. They can be scattered around the whole area,
preferably with no fence or mechitza between them. The two
witnesses have to stand close enough to hear the words of the
Mesader Kiddusin to the Chosson and Kallah about the ring, to
examine the ring, see the Chosson give the Kallah the ring, hear
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berachos of Nisuin should be recited by one person - the Mesader
Kiddushin or one man who is called up to say them all. This way,
there is no need for more people to come close to one another.
Short and Quiet. It is important in today’s social climate, that in
order not to attract too much attention, it is suggested that the
chuppah ceremony as well as the Seudas Mitzvah afterwards,
should be shorter than usual, the music playing should not be too
loud, and of course, there should be no crowding together at the
meal, but to space everybody in attendance appropriately. ['Y”H
Hashem will soon help us to do all in the best possible manner.
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Amonn Yo is a shoe that has nails protruding from the sole. Since
there was an incident (see Gemara for different versions) and due to
some confusion, people trampled each other & many were killed, we
forbid wearing these types of shoes as they are dangerous. The
Gemara asks, if it's not a Mukiza issue, why forbid it only on Shabbos &
not during the week? The Gemara answers that since the original
incident took place on Shabbos, the decree was made only for Shabbos.
V"W (9P M"Y says, we are i that one should cover all knives on the
table before Bentching. But we are not v to do this on v"mmaw. The
Taz quotes the Bais Yosef who gives 2 reasons for this ym: 1. Knives
shorten a man’s life, whereas our table is compared to a naw that
helps prolong our lives (see on9an S for reason why we only cover
by vnn3). 2. There once was an incident where a man was bentching.
When he got to the bracha of "obwyy mma”, he became so distraught
over the churban that he took a knife from the table & stabbed himself.
The Bais Yosef wonders why this practice is s only on weekdays not
on Shabbos & Yom Tov. The Taz explains, that there is no question on
the second reason. Just as we see by ¥monn mo that because the
away from the chuppah. Also the two sets of parents should back |story transpired on Shabbos, itis only assuron Shabbos, so 1o, the knife
away from the chuppah after walking their children down. The 7 |  story happened during the week and is only assur during the week.

him say the words, “Harei at mekudeshes li b’taba’as zu etc.”
And in places where they do so, they should see the Chosson
hand the Kesuba to the Kallah. The (Jewish) photographer and
musician also may be counted into the ten men (1).

In Dire Circumstances. In dire or rushed circumstances, when
we don’t have ten men, the Birkas Eirusin can be recited, and the
marriage can still take place. However, the Birkas Nisuin (Sheva
Berachos) cannot be said. The chuppah will (according to most
Poskim) still take place and the Kallah will become a Nesuah.
(The famous statement in the beginning of Meseches Kallah: “A
Kallah without berachos is prohibited to her husband,” @) doesn’t
mean literally that she is not a Nesuah without berachos. Rather, it
means that without any chuppah she is prohibited.) At a later time,
when a minyan of ten is gathered, Birkas Nisuin can be said then @)
Kesuba Reading and Recital of Sheva Berachos. It has been
suggested that in order to keep proper distancing, the Kesuba
should be read by the Mesader Kiddushin who is already standing
there under the chuppah, or by someone else standing slightly
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R’ Mordechai Gifter z¢”l (Pirkei Torah) would say:

“omnon SN MmN - Each time we fulfill Hashem’s will, we change both our general essence and our relationship with
mitzvos. We are not simply performing another mitzvah, but rather doing a mitzvah on an entirely new level. For instance,
one who learns Torah for half-an-hour, has not just added thirty minutes of learning, but has changed his entire being! His
relationship to mitzvos is on an entirely new level. Thus, Hashem told Moshe, ‘Say to the Kohanim’ - instruct them as to the
mitzvos that the entire nation must do, ‘and say to them’ - teach them what is pertinent to kohanim on their level.”

R’ Yissachar Dov Rokeach z¢”’I (Belzer Rebbe) would say:

“D9Y PP YTP RIPN KN D951 O MNHOWIAYN WIND MY TN’ - Chassidim have a minhag to toivel in the mikvah every
day. One who disgraces this minhag is nothing short of an Apikores. The reason is that the Mahari’l writes, one should
go to the mikvah on Erev Yom Kippur because ‘Teshuvah requires immersion in a Mikvah.” Furthermore, Chazal tell us
(Shabbos 153a), ‘Do Teshuvah today in case you die tomorrow.’ Thus, since one must do Teshuvah every day (in case
he dies the next day) and Teshuvah requires immersion in a mikvah, that is why Chassidim toivel every day.”

A Wise Man would say: “Do not just follow in the footsteps of the wise men of old; seek what they sought.”
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The following story is told by Rabbi Pinchas Woolstone of Sydney, Australia. While I was in New York, I was
approached by a prestigious Chassidic rabbi, who told me about a family that was searching for their long-lost daughter. She
had been born and raised in Boro Park, and had married there. Unfortunately, the marriage ended badly, but her husband - for
whatever reason - refused to give her a get (divorce). After this went on for a period of time, the wife suddenly disappeared.
Her family had since learned that she had gone to Australia, but they had no idea where. Since I was from Australia, the rabbi
who approached me thought that maybe I could help them bring their daughter back to her people.

I answered him almost jokingly, “Australia is geographically the size of the United States. Looking for someone in
Australia without an address, or even a city, is like trying to find a needle in a haystack.”

Before returning to Australia, I had an audience with the Lubavitcher Rebbe z¢’l, so I told him this whole story. He
thought for a moment and then asked, “When are you going back?”” I told him I was leaving this week.

He said, “Sometime after you get back, maybe the week after, you should take a trip to Brisbane.” He didn’t explain why
and I didn’t have the temerity to ask. But a short time after I returned to Australia, I got on a plane to Brisbane.

Now, Brisbane is a northerly city, about an hour’s flight from Sydney, and it has a very small Jewish community. At that
time, there was no Chabad emissary in Brisbane and Jewishly speaking, it was a desolate place.

Flying there, I found myself sitting next to a Greek Orthodox Christian woman. Seeing that I was Jewish, she began asking
me theological questions concerning the Bible. Toward the end of our conversation, she asked me something peculiar: “What
is the Jewish view of a person who leaves the Jewish faith? Is such a person allowed back in, or is the door bolted?”’

I answered, “Nobody can ever be separated from Almighty G-d, and if for whatever reason, someone has not honored his or
her commitment to Torah and decides to come home again, the Jewish community will welcome that person with open arms.”

She nodded and then said, “I want to tell you something. I own a chain of dress shops around Australia and, in Cairns, I
have a shop which employs a Jewish girl. I know she’s Jewish because she once told me that she came from a very religious
home in New York and I can see that she’s living a very different life here from how she was brought up. She says she’s
happy, but I can tell that she’s really not, and I believe that she would be better off back in her own community.”

At that moment, bells started ringing in my head. Here I am going to Brisbane on the Rebbe’s instructions without knowing
why I am going there. And on the way, I meet a Christian woman who is telling me about a Jewish girl who left home.
Realizing what this could mean, I began to shake from excitement. I said to the woman, ““You should know that I am going to
Brisbane because a Rabbi in New York told me to after I asked him how I could find a lost Jewish girl.” The woman got so
excited that immediately offered to pay all costs involved, so that I could meet this girl - though I declined her offer.

From Brisbane, I flew to Cairns, and I walked into this dress shop. She wasn’t there at first, and I had to wait a little until she
came back from her break. But the moment she walked in, I knew it was her! Her face hadn’t changed from the picture I was
shown, just her outward appearance. Obviously she was not dressed like a religious girl from Boro Park, and she was clearly
surprised to see me there - a chasid visiting a women’s dress shop in a far-flung region of Australia. Trying to find the right
words, I decided it was best to just tell her why I was there. She wasn’t too enthusiastic. She looked at me harshly and said,
“Look, all I want - all I ever wanted - is a get! If you can help me with a get, then fine. But if not, then just leave me alone.”

I called the people back in New York, and they finally managed to arrange her get. While I was making these
arrangements, I met with her again, and I said to her, ““You know that getting divorced from your husband doesn’t mean you
must divorce yourself from your family, from your community, from your religion and from Hashem.” She heard me.

She came back to America and began attending Shabbos dinners that were organized by a local Chabad group. Little by little,

she became Torah-observant again. Today she is married again, and a mother of a beautiful family.
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Just as the Parsha describes the role of the Kohanim in the
Bais Hamikdash, Yechezkel HaNavi prophesied about the
eventual service of the Kohanim in the third Bais Hamikdash.
Interestingly, Yechezkal conveys a perplexing directive from
Hashem: "you shall give them no possession in Israel; I am
their possession.” What does this mean? Surely the Kohanim
who work so hard to maintain the spiritual level of the Jewish
people deserve a portion in their ancestral land.

R’ Yom Tov Lipmann HaLevi Heller z¢”I (Tosfos Yom
Tov) explains that the Kohen’s “Boss” is Hashem Himself
who takes care of “His employees” diligently by supplying

‘Adapted from JEmedia.org)

them with Maaser (tithes). But just as a Rosh HaKehillah -
Head of a city, can easily become haughty as a result of his
elevated status in the community, Kohanim may be swayed to
corruption just the same. A Kohen'’s role is to serve as the
intermediary between the people and Hashem, and as such,
their only allegiance should be to facilitate service to Hashem.
Thus, the Kohanim did not receive a portion of the land (they
were supported through other means) so as not to be swayed
by materialism and lose their focus on their purpose in life.

In our ostentatiously materialistic world, the lesson of the
Kohanim rings clear. It is not how much money a person has
that makes him great, it is the great things that he does with
the money which he attains, that sets him apart!
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Chazal say that the the words “U’sfartem lachem” teaches us that the mitzvah of Sefiras HaOmer is a commandment
that is incumbent upon each individual person to fulfill and count, and it is not only upon beis din. The Ramban compares
this to the posuk by the mitzvah of Lulav, which contains similar wording, where we are instructed “Ul’kachtem lachem.”
There, too, each person is required to perform the mitzvah individually and take a Lulav. Based on this, perhaps we can
suggest the following machshava. Chazal are linking the mitzvah of Sefirah to Lulav to teach us a vital lesson. When we
count the days of Sefirah, it is not enough to simply “count” the day. Rather, we must “take” the day with us, utilizing each
precious day and hour to its fullest. This will allow us to accomplish as much as we possibly can during this time-period.
The Zaida zt”I (Baal Machsheves Halev) would often say, that is quite common for people to bentch each other with a
long life by citing the words, “Arichus Yamim V’shanim.” We must understand, said the Zaida, that long life doesn’t
necessarily entail long days. Even short days, too. However, if we truly utilize each day to its fullest, then each year is filled

with long days. As Rashi says regarding Sarah Imainu, “Kulam shovin I’tova” - all her days were used correctly.

For this reason, continues, the Ramban, after introducing the mitzvah of Sefiras HaOmer, a few posukim later, the Torah
states it is “Chukas Olam ... L’doroseichem.” The mitzvah of counting Sefirah is forever; even though we don’t have the
corresponding korbonos now. This is because improving one’s self is timeless! It is for all generations!

In this precious time, about halfway between Pesach and the Yom Tov commemorating Matan Torah, let’s make these

days count! May we all be zoche to dor.oic‘%?tbnei Torah, utilizing their days and bringing Hashem - and us - much nachas.
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Yem: A young couple once came to the Baba Sali, Chacham
Yisrael Abuchatzeira z#”’l, and asked him for a beracha to
have a child. They had been to numerous doctors who
informed them that there was nothing to do in their situation.

The Baba Sali took a bottle of water that he had blessed
and he handed it to the couple. Then he told them to give 100
Lira to Tzedakah, and they will see Heavenly salvation.

The husband and wife looked at each other and the man
pulled out 100 Lira, which he deposited on the Baba Sali’s
table. They took the bottle of water and walked out.

While on the bus heading back home, the husband was
disappointed. “What was the point of all this? To get a bottle
of water? For 100 Lira? I could buy a bottle for 1 Lira?”

The wife was silent but she, too, was disenchanted. The
moment they got off the bus, a man walked up to them. He
was the shamash of the Baba Sali, and he explained that the

Tzaddik had sent him with the 100 Lira they had left, and if
they wanted it back in return for the bottle of water, they could
do so. The couple grabbed the money and gave back the water.

The next day, another couple came to the Baba Sali with
the same issue. He gave them the same bottle of water and
they happily left 100 Lira on the table. They made a beracha
with special kavana on the water before they drank. Nine
months later, almost to the day, they were blessed with a child!
Yom: The posuk says that the Mekallel (blasphemer) “went
out.” Rashi offers various explanations here, one of which is
that he “went out” from the previous topic of the Lechem
Hapanim and he mocked it. “A king should eat warm, fresh
bread every day. Should a king eat nine-day-old bread?” He
did not believe in the words of Moshe Rabbeinu who taught
that the Lechem Hapanim remained warm and fresh from
week to week. It was a miracle from Hashem. One who does
not believe cannot merit salvation, and ultimately it can lead
him to blaspheming against Hashem and the Torah.
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The seven middos that we work to attain during the seven weeks of Sefirah are the Middos of Hashem with which He
created the world and through which He interacts with this physical world. Therefore, these Middos are the way in which we
earthly people can attach ourselves to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and strive to emulate Him. Since He created the world with these
seven middos, they each correspond to a different day of the week. Last week we discussed the Middah of Chessed.

Chessed represents the First day of Creation when Hashem created light. The light spread out over the whole world . It was
bright and warm and the expression of Hashem’s chessed, but it was too much. Chessed without boundaries is a dangerous
thing, and therefore on Day 2, the day of Gevurah, Hashem separated the upper waters and the lower waters and put them into
boundaries. He constrained them. This is Gevurah. He also hid away the special, holy light that was too much for this world,
for the tzaddikim le’asid lavo. Day 3 is the expression of Tiferes. It is the harmony of Chessed and Gevurah working together
in perfect harmony. Hashem created the trees, plants and grass. He created the beautiful harmony of nature. The growth of a
plant is a combination of Gevurah as the seed in the ground rots and pushes it’s way out of the ground with enormous strength.
Then a beautiful flower emerges exclaiming the wondrous Chessed of Hashem. This week is Netzach. Netzach means eternity.
It is the middah of attaching ourselves to ruchniyus, to something eternal and greater than the here and now.

On Day 4, the day of Netzach, Hashem created the sun, moon and stars - the solar system, which is above nature. It is to this
place that Hashem took Avraham Avinu when He described his future descendants: “Ko yehiye zaracha” - So shall your children
be, like the stars of the sky. We have the ability to tap into this great middah of Netzach and raise ourselves up to true greatness .




