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Swpy: The second blessing of Bentching (Birchas
Ha’aretz) was composed by Yehoshua bin Nun, and in it
we thank Hashem for being compassionate and nourishing
the Jewish people, both with food and with Torah. It
recapitulates Jewish history from the Exodus from Egypt to

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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"wr1p 1a0m 1¥” - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (15)
Kol B’isha Ervah: Ladies Singing Together. Previously, we
mentioned the halacha that just as the singing voice of one lady is
considered ervah, so too, when a number of ladies sing together
it is ervah (1. It would prohibit a man from reciting holy words if
he is within hearing range and it would certainly be prohibited to
purposely listen to a choir of ladies, even electronically.

Men and Ladies Singing Together. Similarly, if one would
listen to a choir consisting of men and women singing together,
this is also called ervah. The Chasam Sofer ZT”’L. (2) was once
asked about having a choir arrangement with men and women
singing together to honor the King of Hungary who was passing
through the city of Pressburg. He wrote a long feshuvah
(responsa) about it. After an entire paragraph explaining the
significance and importance of honoring the King properly, he
then rules that such a setup is definitely called ervah and
therefore it would not be deemed honorable to the King.

Men Who Sing with Ladies. In such a situation as mentioned
above, even if all the men are singing together with the women,
they are capable of hearing the ladies’ voices while they are
singing and even at the beginning or end of a section, if they
don’t start and finish exactly at the same time. This is also felt by
the participants, as ladies generally have sweeter, higher-pitched
voices than men, and at any given time in the song, one group
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Rabbeinu Yosef Albo ZT”’L (Sefer Haikkarim) would say:

the conquering of the Land of Canaan. It also mentions that
just as Hashem sustained Klal Yisroel in the desert, so too,
will He sustain us at all times in the future. We say this
blessing many times over; did it ever occur to us that we
should do the same for others who need us in difficult times?

nxn
D WRY

of voices can overshadow the other, making themselves heard
clearly. R’ Yosef Sholom Elyashiv ZT’L rules this way as
quoted in a number of seforim (3). This is also apparent from the
two minhagim (next paragraph) about families who sing zemiros
together, yet refrain from doing so when guests are present, even
when everyone is singing altogether.

Families Singing Zemiros Together. It is well known that in
certain communities where people are extremely observant, there
is a custom that families sing zemiros (men and ladies) together
at Shabbos and Yom Tov meals @. They permit this because
logically, people are not aroused by the voices of close relatives.
Even though we wrote a few weeks ago that a husband is not
permitted to learn out loud if he hears his wife singing, in this
situation when a man is singing along with his wife and/or
daughters and they are all saying the same words with intention
to praise Hashem, it is unlikely that he will be aroused by the
voices of the girls or ladies. Note: As far as I know, the original
minhag to be lenient was only when there are no guests; only the
parents and their children are present. The fact that people have
become lenient in this regard, even when others are around,
might have no sound basis in this minhag. Likewise, there are
many Poskim and communities who would not permit girls or
ladies to sing zemiros along with the men, unless it was in a low
voice that would not be heard by the men ().
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“How can a human being possibly ‘walk in His (Hashem’s) ways and cleave to Him’? By following the words of
Tehillim (-8-0P). ‘Happy are they that are upright in the way, who walk in the laws of Hashem. Happy are they that
keep His testimonies, that seek Him with their whole heart. They do no unrighteousness; they walk in His ways.” When
a person fulfills the mitzvos of Hashem with pure intentions for the sake of heaven, and refrains from sin and transgression,
this is called ‘walking in His ways.” No matter whether they are ‘keeping His testimonies’ by doing the mitzvos, or

‘doing no unrighteousness’ and refraining from transgressions - this is the way to ‘walk in His ways and cleave to Him.

9

R’ Meir Premishlaner ZT”L (Marganisa D’Rebbi Meir) would say:

“TIV PN XD 0599y 05220 NYIy NN on9Y - The world is filled with questions about the existence of G-d and
why He remains hidden in the world. If people would just remove the 'D125 n>9y' - the barriers that block their
hearts, they will then see Hashem and will have no questions. Thus, the posuk says, '05329 n>9y NX DN - remove
the barriers that block your hearts, "1y ywpn 857 - and you will have no further questions (npwnp)!”

A Wise Man would say:

“There is only one perfect child in the world - and every mother has it.”
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Bein Hazmanim (between time periods) is when yeshivos allow their students some time off to relax and recharge from
the many long weeks and months of intensive Torah study. It generally corresponds to the Jewish Holidays of Sukkos and
Pesach. Additionally, time is given off in the summer, usually the month of Av through Rosh Chodesh Elul. In the past, the
zmanim (semesters) were slightly different, the atmosphere not being the same as today, and the duration of the time was
differed. R’ Nosson Nota Hanover ZT”’L (who died during the Cossack pogroms of 5408-5409) in his journal Yaven
Metzula, writes how learning was organized in Poland. The zman, during which time students would learn with the Rosh
Yeshivah, began with Rosh Chodesh Iyar and lasted until the 15th of Av, and in the Fall/Winter it began with Rosh
Chodesh Elul and lasted until the 15th of Shevat. Then, after Av 15 or Shevat 15, the Rosh Yeshivah would accompany his
students to a large fair - in the summer they would travel all the way to the fairs of Zaslow and Yaroslav, and in the winter
to the fairs of Lvov and Lublin - where the boys were given permission to study in any yeshivah of their choice.

In Germany, Bein Hazmanim was conducted differently. In Worms, for example, students relaxed within the walls of
their own Batei Medrashim. Year-round in-depth learning, with intensity and thorough pilpul, gave way to the study of
other works that were less conceptual, such as the books of Nach and Medrashim. Rabbi Yosef Shamash ZT”’L, who
describes the customs in the city of Worms, recounts a particularly widespread custom in his city: “During Bein
Hazmanim, we learned the halachos of Maseches Bein Hazmanim, the twenty-four books (of Nach - prophets), and other
works that students wish to learn (on their own).” There was a great fear that students, especially youngsters, would
neglect the study of Torah during this time and the spiritual heads of the generation, who carried the responsibility of the
people upon their shoulders, wholeheartedly opposed this threat in every possible way.

On March 8, 1969, Egypt proclaimed the official launch of the “War of Attrition” (Mwnnn nnNon), using heavy artillery,
advanced Soviet-designed surface-to-air missiles and MiG aircrafts. The Egyptians inflicted heavy losses on Israel forcing
the prime minister to respond by ordering massive air raids deep into Egypt. Israel was also beset by guerrilla attacks from
Jordan, launched by the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). The war, characterized by large-scale shelling along the
Suez Canal, extensive aerial warfare and commando raids, broke out a few short days before the end of the “Winter Zman”
and every day, there were reports of more dead and wounded Israelis added to the battlefield. As a result of the difficult
conditions that existed at the time, a number of yeshivos in Israel urged their students, who had gone home for the holiday
of Pesach, to come back early and commence the “Summer Zman” immediately after the Chag.

In the Slabodka Yeshivah in Bnei Brak, R’ Yechezkel Abramsky ZT"’L also asked his students to return early and on the
first day of the zman, he delivered a m»w NN (opening shiur). “You don’t know the terror I experienced over the last
month,” he told his students. “I was trembling for an entire month. Soldiers are stationed at the Suez, and bombs are falling on
them. Their lives are in danger, while yeshivah students, whose Torah protects soldiers, left for Bein Hazmanim! This fear
also prevented me from experiencing the joy of the holiday! I was counting the days until the yeshivos returned to their
regular scheduled learning. My joy is indescribable on this day that learning begins once again in the yeshivos.”

R’ Yechezkel added, “I know that not all students stopped learning. Of course, we must return home and help our
families prepare for the holidays. It’s a ‘bodily mitzvah® (awaw msn) whose reward is infinite. However, many yeshivah
students used every spare moment of their free time to learn. To them, I would like to repeat the words of the Yerushalmi
in Berachos (n-09): ‘If you see those who have forsaken the study of Torah, but you have strengthened yourself in it, you
will merit the reward of them all.” The boys who studied during Bein Hazmanim, it is their Torah which protected the

country, and which continues to protect it. They earn a reward as great as that of everyone who studies put together!”

SwB: A man who traveled from town to town collecting
tzedakah for a charitable institution would visit the rabbi of
each community and present his credentials and documents
testifying as to the legitimacy of his institution and its need
for support. The local rabbi would then provide an
endorsement for him to collect money in the community.

In one city where the rabbi was of a rather new breed,
his secretary told the man that the rabbi was available only
on Wednesdays between 2 - 4 p.m. Since this was Sunday,
the collector would have to wait three days and wouldn’t be
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abie to make any solicitations in the meantime.

When the collector finally met with the rabbi, he said, “In
Bentching (Grace after Meals), we express our gratitude to
Hashem for nurturing and providing us, ‘always, each day, at
any time, at any hour.” We may ask: once we’ve said ‘always’
what need is there to further specify ‘each day, at any time,
and at every hour’? It must be that the Sages who formulated
this beracha wished to emphasize that when people are in
need, Hashem does not have specified office hours. He is
available to them, ‘each day, at any time, and at any hour.’”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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There was a man who had been healthy and fit his entire

life, but suddenly, upon reaching middle age, he began to
experience a series of strange maladies, each one resulting
in an operation on a different part of his body. As the man
had been healthy his whole life, the occurrence of disease
after disease and surgery after surgery - each totally
unrelated to the next - caused the man and his family great
alarm. They realized that something was amiss.

One family member decided to speak to his Rebbe, R’
Pinchos Menachem Alter ZT’L of Ger, for advice and
understanding. He detailed to the Rebbe the many unusual
surgeries that his relative required and asked what it meant.

The Pnei Menachem thought long and hard. Finally, he
said, “What is it like by their Shabbos table? Does this man
talk about other people during the meal? Is that common?”

The family member answered that indeed, on many
occasions that he had been there, the conversations had
always focused on other people. “And do they tend to cut
into people’s personal lives and talk Lashon Hara?”

The man answered that this was precisely the case. They
would always talk about others - what they did or didn’t do
in their personal lives, about their children and their money;
sometimes it was good but often the words were disparaging.

R’ Pinchos Menachem took his chasid’s hand and told
him, “The answer is right here before you. Tell your relative
that if he will cease to talk about others and “cut them up” at
the Shabbos table on a regular basis, he will no longer need
to be “cut up” himself with the unusual diseases and many
surgeries and operations he had been undergoing. Tell them
to only talk kind words, words of Torah and zemiros, and 1
guarantee you he will be healthy for a long time.”

The Rebbe’s advice was given over and the man accepted
upon himself to never talk about others - both positive or
negative words - and in a very short time, he began feeling
better and never needed another surgery again!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

TORAH GEMS
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Torah is compared to bread. In what way? The posuk
states that Moshe Rabbeinu did not eat bread or drink water
for forty days. The Medrash asks, “If so, then what did he
live on?” And the answer is, “On Torah. From the light of
the Shechina (Divine Presence).” Moshe Rabbeinu, during
the time he was being given the Torah in Heaven, received
his sustenance directly from the Torah, which is the bread
of the neshama and the fare of one’s conscience.

R’ Simcha Wasserman ZT”’L takes this one step further.
When one eats bread, the first thing he does is chew it. When
he chews it, he enjoys it. We say that Hashem is "0m 20" -
“He is good” - He gives us food; “and He gives goodness” -
He enables us to enjoy it. But this enjoyment is not the
function of the bread. The function is nourishment, and it is
not nourishing until it is swallowed. It is the same with Torah.
When one learns Torah, that which he understands is like the
taste which brings him great satisfaction and enjoyment. But
there is more: when the bread - the Torah - goes into his
system, it nourishes; it goes in with an entire depth, the entire
power and strength of Torah, much more than he consciously
understands, just like food which is digested automatically
and nourishes the body even though he is unaware of it.

There are times when a person needs a food, but it is too
hard to chew. So it is put in a pill, like vitamins. It is
swallowed, and then one has the needed element without
having to taste or chew it. This is similar to “Toras
HaNistar” - the hidden parts of the Torah, which we learn
but not necessarily understand. As the Ramban writes about
certain parts of the creation which are not understood: “Do
not expect me to explain it.” In other words, he is saying, “It
is a vitamin pill. Swallow it. You need it, and you’ll get what
you need. But don’t try to understand it for you’ll only break
your teeth!” Whether we realize it or not, the Torah is full of
tremendous force and brings about great inspiration.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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Chazal teach us that whenever the Torah employs the word "m> " - it denotes joy. It is an expression of simcha. If so,

one might ask, what is the happiness found in the first posuk of this parsha, "pwown apy mm"? The Rebbe, R’ Avraham
Chaim M’Zlotshov ZT”’L (Orach L’chaim) explains that the joy expressed in the words "pynwn apy” is referring to the
happiness that Hashem will have in the time period right before Moshiach comes which is known as "NrwwinT XNy’ when
the Jewish people will listen (pwnwn) and follow the ways of Hashem. This period before the great and final redemption will
be a scary and difficult time in which to live. Chazal tell us (:ns p77M0) that there were great Amoraim such as Ulla and
Raba who remarked that they do not wish to live during the time of “Ikvisa D’Mashichah™ for fear of all the terrible
suffering and pain that will be prevalent in those days! People will be forced to undergo difficult tests and tremendous pain
and heartache just to get through each and every day. When Klal Yisroel will endure so much pain and still hearken to the
word of Hashem and keep His laws scrupulously, that will cause a great stir of simcha and joy in Heaven.

How many signs are pointing out that we are living in these heady days of “Ikvisa D’Mashicha”? How many signs do
we need? The individual pain and collective suffering of Klal Yisroel is tremendous - and yet, says the Torah, there is cause
for simcha. May our steadfast commitment to Hashem and His Torah achieve great heights of joy in Heaven and may this
great simcha be the catalyst for the final stages of golus and the heralding of the glorious days of Moshiach, very, very soon!




