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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Minhagim and Customs of the Nine Days/Tisha B’av
Bentching During the Nine Days. One of the ways to upgrade
our bentching during the Nine Days mourning period and from
there to the entire year, is the idea of the Meshech Chochma ().
The Gemara says that the fourth beracha of bentching known as
"PopmVN" - was added by the Sages to thank Hashem that the
bodies of those Jews who were killed in the huge metropolis of
Beitar and were left out in the open for a long time, did not rot
and were eventually buried @. Although this was no happy
salvation, we still thank Hashem because in truth, ““it could have
been worse.” We therefore say "1won" - that He didn’t let the
bodies rot, "1’ - that Hashem made the gentile enemy allow
the Jewish corpses to be buried. We should have this in mind
when we say this beracha hundreds of times a year.

The Meshech Chochma asks: For real happy salvations like
Pesach, Chanuka and Purim, we give thanks a few days a year,
so how come for this sad, but beneficial salvation, we thank
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Hashem hundreds of times a year? He answers that after the
churban, the Yidden weren’t sure whether Hashem was still with
them. Thus, Hashem sends little rays of light in the middle of the
darkness (like the Beitar burial) to remind us that He is still with
us. This important, easy to forget rule, gives us hope in our golus
and must be remembered and thanked for every time we bentch.
Last Meal Before Tisha B’av. Chazal instituted to eat the last
meal before Tisha B’av in a low and humble manner to show our
mourning of the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash (3. This is
known as the "npoann NnTyY” - the meal that makes the break
between the eating of the eighth of Av and the fasting of Tisha
B’av. The Terumas Hadeshen @) refers to this meal as a meal of
aninus (a meal eaten after the death of a relative before the
funeral starts). That is why we still wear shoes at this meal.
Exceptions. The npoann NnTyo is not necessarily always the
cut-off point for eating. Even those who do not fast because of
health easons are obligated (5) to eat this “Meal of Mourning.”
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"o mey M e - If a husband says | sent my wife a vx with a wow and the rbw says this is true and | delivered it, but the wife says
while it's true | received it, | have lost it, prw ™ says since this is a mnyaw 127 and own N Myaw 127 PR, she is not considered divorced.
The Gemara asks why don't we use the nzwn of — "smrbw Ny o NN, and say the v was delivered? The Gemara compares this to a
case where one appoints a mbw to go and be wipn an unspecified woman for him and the messenger never retums. There we say that we are
wunn that the mbw completed his mission because of the ymrvow nvy mbw nn and since we don't know who the rvbw was wpn, the
sender is Mmox to all women, since they might be related to the nwx his mbw was win on his behalf. Our Gemara answers that this nn is
only used x b, like in the above case, but not b, like in our case, to allow her to be considered divorced.

"o [moN 1"1] says that this man is mox to all women only as a ©p for acting so irresponsibly by sending a mbw to find him a wife without
specifying. Because y1n 1 he is 7 to all women because on every nwix we can say wa navn vwaT 93 and he would be v to marry
her. The nsaypn nwww bz 01 2> vw] disagrees with "'omn and says the issur to all women is not a ©p and he gives a different reason. One of
his proofs that this is “mwa to do, is if this action is deserving of a ©3p for sending a messenger without proper instructions and putting yourself in a
state of doubt, why did pny and wax onax send wwox without specifying which lady to be w1in? | heard from 93mmyow pypw 4 - 25 50N,
that there is no proof from onnax that this is permitted, because >4 ['2 30 X says that after the npy, "om M NP7 NTHVY N"IPN W', SO
really x'x knew who “wyox would be wrpn and that's why he was able to send o

TaYIow HWn " [2'N My mawn 1] says that it is proper to pay the Rov who sells your an for you. Because in essence the Rov is
your o and we rely that he sold the yan based on ymmvbw neny mbw nmipn, but this nipwn can't work if the yan myon s a st because
even though we are also Svan our chametz and s wxa this is enough, he brings that one is not Yo to be Svan that which he sells, therefore
the nyonis a xrwmnT and like we said, the above nizwnis not used by xmm T »mwox! However, when one pays the Rov, he becomes like a
owa and nota mbw and like the 7w (0" "0 1N says, a Sya is better than a mow and may be relied upon even by X INT I MOX.

112 " [M3on2 ymn o] brings this same nnyn and also brings the above 7'w and says one should be careful to pay his Rov for the
N mon. He adds that maybe a Rov can be considered like 7 13, and we will leamn later that yoxyrw -1"2 px and may be relied upon, in
coniras o reguiar messengers. WORR TIT RIT LR e
R’ Mordechai Gimpel Yoffe z¢”I (Talilei Oros) would say:

“The Ramban says that Sefer Devarim is known as Mishna Torah when Moshe repeated over the laws Klal Yisroel need
to know before they entered the Land of Israel. However, he did not mention any of the laws pertaining to the kohanim.
Chazal say that Shevet Levi did not die in the desert as they did not sin. Thus, Moshe did not have to mention the laws of the
kohanim before entering Israel since they all heard it the first time and they were still alive. The rest of the Jews died out in
the desert and the next generation of Jews about to enter Israel, needed to know the laws that pertain to them.”

R’ Simcha Bunim of P’shischa z¢”’l would say: “Ribono Shel Olam, hurry up and redeem Your People while they are still
Jews. As we move further away from the Torah. soon You will have no choice but to redeem them, n2*on, as govim!”
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The sin of the Meraglim is once again dredged up as Moshe Rabbeinu delivers a stinging rebuke to Bnei Yisroel. The
Sifri tells us that unlike Kabolas HaTorah, when the people came together in an orderly fashion, with the young honoring
the old, allowing them to go first, with the Meraglim, they came before Moshe "%129y2” - literally, as a “rabble” - the
young pushing the old out of the way in the manner of a frenzied mob. Moshe criticized them for this lack of ¥ 777

Before he came to the United States in 1941 and headed up the great Yeshivah in Lakewood, NJ, R” Aharon Kotler z¢’
was already a Rosh Yeshivah in Kletzk, Lithuania, and considered one of the Gedolei Hador. Bochurim would flock to
hear his dynamic shiurim and the yeshivah in Kletzk was a bastion of Torah in the pre-war days. But then the Nazis came
to power, Jews all over Eastern Europe tried to find means of refuge to escape the impending Holocaust. R” Aharon, along
with a group of leading Roshei Yeshivah and Rebbes, managed to escape war-torn Europe through a series of incredible
events. Unfortunately for many other Jews, salvation eluded them, albeit not for a lack of trying.

Thousands upon thousands of Jews rushed to every available government office to procure a visa - it didn’t matter to
where - for themselves and their families in order to escape Europe. Some people traveled for weeks and then stood on line
for days after that, before even coming face to face with a government official. Panic and confusion reigned supreme.

A bochur by the name of Yehoshua, was one of the many who rushed to the city of Kovno to obtain a visa. Once he
arrived in Kovno, he made his way directly to the visa office. He was hardly surprised to find a line of people waiting their
turn, but the line was so huge, so much longer than he expected. What could he do? He had no choice but to wait.

Hours passed. Yehoshua began to panic. What if there would be no more visas by the time it was his turn? As the sun
began to dip over the horizon, he turned frantic and desperate. Without thinking, he began pushing his way to the front of
the line. The people in front of him were annoyed but one young man standing near the front, just looked at him
unassumingly, and graciously gestured Yehoshua forward, directly in front of him. It was nice of him and Yehoshua was
grateful. He stepped forward, looking at the person now behind him. What if Yehoshua received the last visa and this
bochur did not? Such a great act of mesiras nefesh, and without an unkind word like some of the other people.

Soon after, Yehoshua’s turn came, and after him, the young man. The two bochurim were fortunate and both received
precious visas, to their great relief. Only much later, did Yehoshua discover that the young man who was so gracious to
him was none other than R’ Aharon’s son and the future Rosh Yeshivah of BMG, R’ Shneur Kotler z¢”l.

After the war, Yehoshua came to America and joined Bais Medrash Govoha in Lakewood. It was an honor to be
considered among the talmidim of R’ Aharon and he excelled in his studies.

In Kislev 5723 (1962), darkness again enveloped the Jewish world. R’ Aharon Kotler passed away. Yehoshua was
shattered. He had lost his Rebbi! The one person who had helped him rebuild his life after the catastrophe in Europe.
Before the funeral procession began, the aron of R> Aharon was placed in a room where people were able to go inside and
recite Tehillim. Yehoshua made his way to the small room. If he would no longer be able to listen his Rebbi‘s words of
wisdom, at least he could spend a little more time with him by reciting Tehillim next to his Rebbi‘s Aron.

Yehoshua was not the only one who wanted to snatch a final few minutes with the Rosh Yeshivah. The tiny room was
packed with students saying Tehillim. There didn’t seem to be room for Yehoshua at all. But Yehoshua’s mind was
preoccupied. Once again, without thinking, Yehoshua began to push his way into the room. As he tried to find a small

space near the Aron, one man quietly moved aside and gave up his place. Grateful, Yehoshua glanced at the man’s face. |*\

Then he froze. It was R’ Shneur Kotler, the niftar’s son! Once again R’ Shneur had given up his rightful place for another.
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The Haftorah of Shabbos Chazon marks the final Haftorah
of the three weeks of calamities, in which Yeshaya HaNavi
delivers perhaps his harshest prophecy of them all. In it, he
prophecies the destruction of Yerushalayim and the entire
country following the moral degeneration of Klal Yisroel.
However, there is a different reason presented by Rabbi
Y.Y. Jacobson shlita in the name of R’ Levi Yitzchok zt”’l
of Berditchev, as to why this week is called Shabbos Chazon.
As the name suggests, Shabbos Chazon is a Shabbos capable
of chazon - visions. This means that on this Shabbos, every
single Jew has the ability to be “shown” a vision of the third
and future Bais Hamikdash rebuilt in Yerushalayim. All one
needs to do is to truly want it and Hashem will facilitate it.

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY R’ TZVI HIRSCH HOFFMAN

Hardly can you find two interpretations more contradictory.
Which one is it? A chazon - vision of destruction, as is
commonly understood, or is it a vision of rebuilding?

Explains Rabbi Jacobson, it is comparable to when one sets
out to do renovations on his home. First, he will destroy what
he does not want to keep. If he stops there, all he will see is
destruction. However, if he believes in the plans, then as the
truck carrying away the debris rounds the corner, soon another
truck will come bearing the new materials for his home.

R’ Levi Yitzchok’s interpretation of Shabbos Chazon is that
on this Shabbos we study Yeshaya’s vision of the destruction
of the Bais Hamikdash. In gazing at the very destruction, we
can see the beginning of the rebuilding as well.
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The Medrash Raba comments on these words: Today you are likened to the stars, but 815 Pny> you will belong 25 -

"C, like your master, Hashem. Just as Hashem’s Shechina is referred to as "n9oN WN" - a consuming fire, Klal Yisroel too, will

be compared to a burning flame. I saw a pshat from the Sefer Divrei Sharei Chaim as follows: Stars, while exceptionally

a\ bright, can also have dull moments. Sometimes, in cloudy or foggy conditions, their light may become obscured. Fire, on
%% | the other hand, illuminates even in the darkest settings, through thick and thin.

Klal Yisroel in golus has its shining moments. However, many a time due to the Taywn >vvp, we lose our light, our
bren. It’s shrouded by a dense fog of tzaar and sorrow. We can then lose sight of our goal of kirvas Elokim. B’karov,

© i though, we will regain our passion and fire, and will iy”H once again serve as a beacon of light for all the nations, and all
¥&. | eternity. We’ll maintain our kesher and closeness to Hashem as a fire never wanes.

This machshava brings to mind a vort on a posuk in Tehillim. "m>%2 7N 7700 P22 THNY". R’ Elazar Menachem

"C, Mann Shach z#”’l once said: If a person fully realizes Hashem’s presence in the good times, then even one "2" can shine

"m>»52" through many dark nights. We must not only be happy and grateful when things are going well, and everything

3 %] feels good. But even when it’s “night” (hard times), and one can’t see Hashem, to still have faith in Him. Everything He

does is part of His plan for us. And that’s the whole point of Emuna (belief) - to believe even when we don’t see. To trust

= that the night doesn’t last forever. Morning will come again, and we will see that all along, everything was always good.
May we all try our best to keep shiningt_hrpugh these dark nights and be zoche speedily to XN 99 9y 1909 "N Ym!

YT 93T ﬂ"?[_ﬁ,“j .‘;‘wz@) “‘Shabbos, Shabbos,” he said softly, and he began to weep.
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¢ ’ Yom: Years ago, one of the boys in the Radin Yeshivah was
w| caught smoking on Shabbos. The holy Chafetz Chaim, R’

Yisroel Meir Kagan z¢”l, was informed about it, and he

Y| summoned the boy to his room. The boy stayed in the

Chafetz Chaim’s room for two minutes, and afterward, he

(t kept Shabbos scrupulously. Later the boy explained what had

transpired in the holy presence of the Chafetz Chaim.
“When I was called to the Chafetz Chaim’s room,” he said,
“I was terrified. What could I say to the great tzaddik? How

"G could I justify what I did, smoking on Shabbos? And right in
42| his own yeshivah! I couldn’t even justify it to myself. It was

one of those rash and foolish things young people do without

»“‘ oY thinking. I walked into his room, and there he was, his holy

face distorted in a grimace of pain. He walked over to me, his

After a minute, he looked up at me and said it again,
‘Shabbos.” His hot tears dripped onto my hands, and the
sound of his weeping penetrated my heart. That was all it
took. Two minutes of the Chafetz Chaim’s pain and I was
cured of any thought of sin again.”

The Chafetz Chaim did not scream, yell, or put the boy
down. He did not berate him or belittle him. He gently but
powerfully impressed upon him the sacred nature of Shabbos.
That was the most effective rebuke he could have given him.
Ywns: Parshas Devarim always falls out the week before the
saddest day of the year, Tisha B’av. And for good reason. As
the people were about to enter the Land of Israel, Moshe
Rabbeinu rebuked the Jewish Nation for their numerous
shortcomings and offered guidance for the future. He didn’t
yell or scream. He spoke in measured tones. This is something
to contemplate as we enter the sad period of the Nine Days.

"C, head barely reaching my chest, and he took my hand in his.
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These are days when many tragedies took place for our people. It is the time that we were driven out of our homes into

Golus, when Hashem’s home was destroyed and He went into Golus as well. All of this was a result of our sins. Can we, as
®% ] beloved children of Hashem understand the pain we have caused our Father? Can we fathom how much pain Hashem is in as
| He watches us suffer? But why? Isn’t it Hashem Who is giving us the petch? Why wouldn’t He shower us with only good?

Imagine you had a friend who was always there for you when everything was going well. Whenever you were feeling down

3 Tor upset about something, however, he would suddenly disappear. He has no patience and no interest in your pain. When you
= get over it, he will be back to have a good time with you. What kind of a friend is that? Would you want such a friend? Would

YOU want to be such a friend? Of course, not. Well, what message are you sending Hashem when you think to yourself, “I just

"ﬁ\ %] want these days to be over. It is so annoying that I can’t go swimming, can’t take a shower, can’t listen to music.” People make
o | Bein HaMetzarim into a Sefiras Haomer, counting down the days until they are over and we can go back to real life.

Does the candy man in shul really love every single kid that he gives nosh to? Maybe he is just a nice man who likes to give?

w¥%_ | It is no indication of real love. But when a child runs into the street, who is the one who yells at him and gives him a potch? It is
”' *| someone who really loves him and cares about him. It is his father. This is why this month is called AV - Father. It is the month
w "‘,\,{ of the most petch and the most crying but also the month of the most love. This is the time period when we should understand
& | that all of the suffering and all of the tragedies are Hashem’s way of showing us that He really cares about us. A parent does not
X5 like to give a porch but does so because he cares. Let us utilize the Yimei HaMetzarim to show Hashem how much we care. Let

us prove our love and loyalty to Him, so that there will be no more need for pain, punishment or suffering.




