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A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Tzedakah - Levels of Obllgailon Able to give more. Technically, one must provide a needy

The Absolute Minimum. Every Jew must give every year
the minimal amount of one third (1) of a shekel (a biblical
coin used for Torah obligations; 5 shekel for redeeming a
firstborn son; 1/2 of one shekel for the yearly donation in the
month of Adar to purchase all the public sacrifices in the
Bais Hamikdosh). The exact value of a shekel in our
currency fluctuates with the ever changing price of silver.
For our purposes, without any drastic changes, one can
assume that five dollars is more than a full shekel leaving
the minimal yearly amount to be around $1.70. Even a poor
person who receives charity must stretch his budget to give
this annual amount. Even a person who owes money to
others and is therefore not allowed to give large amounts to
charity, must give this minimal amount annually.

Giving when asked. In Tehillim (x>-1y), it says: “Do not
turn away the oppressed in shame.” The Poskim learn from
this a halachic obligation to never turn away a needy person
who asks, without a minimal donation ). This minimal
amount must be something that is not shaming him, e.g
giving a penny to someone at the door. Even if one has
different plans of to whom to give or has already given his
full yearly allocation, he still must give something, unless he
really doesn’t have what to give. Even then he should
politely apologize in a way that he conveys the message that
he would want to give if he could 3.

79 0y MNN 0217 (3) T:0199 1'P (2) 2:099 1"V (1)
V"1 1P (6) T:9:2 TON NINN '02 O1N NN (5) NI 1"V (4)

Loaee V2 VT

N'w’:% i:é;%w TR e

=il NI AN OPT 39

7

personwithallhisneeds. However, one may give a meaning-

ful amount which, when combined with other donations, can
properly help the needy one. If there are no other people to
ask, or others cannot provide enough, the person who is
asked and can afford it, should give the needed amount
(except if it more than 1/5 of his assets). If the needy person
could go around collecting but is ashamed to do so, the
Poskim argue if one who can afford it must give the whole
amount or not. One who is lenient has whom to rely upon @)
Giving a tenth. The custom (according to some Poskim an
obligation) to give a tenth of one’s earnings to tzedakah, will
be explained in the coming weeks.

Giving a fifth. The preferred amount of tzedakah to give is a
fifth of one’s eamnings if he can afford it, yet it is not an
obligation. The Ramba”m holds ) that if person knows
about destitute people in his city who are not fed or clothed
properly, giving a fifth becomes an obligation. This has
awesome implications because nowadays when the facts of
such poverty are known to all, in one’s own city and from
around the world, 1/5 becomes an obligation to all those that
can afford it. Those who are lenient rely on the words of the
Birkei Yosef© whoprovesthatothersargueonthe Rambam.

WEBXLY CHIZUK # 41
One should plan some self improvement or new hidur
mitzvah for the coming new year. Looking back over the 40
suggestions of chizuk until now is a good way to pick an activity
to do so that it becomes a firm habit by Rosh Hashanah.

Lahinll

R' Moshe Cordevero ZT'"L (Tomer Devorah) would say:

“The Torah commands us to love Hashem and 'w377121 m2YY' - ‘go in his ways’ - to emulate the Almighty.
Whenever someone transgresses, it is an insult to the Almighty. Yet, Hashem continues to give him life and
energy. We, too, must work on ourselves to exhibit patience and tolerance towards others. Even if they have
insulted and hurt us without asking forgiveness, we should not refrain from doing kindness to them.”

R’ Yosef Leib Bloch ZT”’L (Telzer Rov) would say:

“Always keep your daily schedule, your timely commitments and obligations, no matter where you are. If
you live your life with a seder and set purpose in time for everything, you will never lose yourself or your

sense of purpose.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The only man who behaved sensibly to me was my tailor; he took my measurement anew every time I
came to him, while everyone else went on with their old measurements and expected them to fit me!”

MAZELTOVTOTHE BADERFAMILY UPON THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR SON SHLOMY TO LEAH MALK &
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themselves, and their billions in hoarded wealth, swallowed up by the Nazis. On the other hand, as a
Hungarian national in a country not friendly to the Allies, it was possible that his funds might one day not
only be frozen by those very same Allied governments, but also confiscated. The only other option was to
wire his money from his secure Swiss bank accounts to a trustworthy individual in a free country like the
United States and hope to be able to retrieve those funds at a later time. Of course, this could only work with
an American-born individual, with no ties to any enemy countries, in order to avoid the previously mentioned
problem of having these assets frozen or confiscated due to the politics of wartime. The only problem was
who? Reichmann did not know anyone personally in America who was not originally from Europe and who
would fit the profile needed for him to entrust his fortune to.

It wasn't long before a friend suggested the well-known Bendheim family in New York, who was willing
to safeguard quite a number of people's money in the States. Being that the elder Bendheim was an immigrant
from Germany, Reichmann was hesitant to use him as his contact. Instead, he decided to wire a check for
$75,000 to his son, Charles Bendheim, then a college student in Easton, Pennsylvania, and a true-blooded
Yankee Doodle. When the younger Bendheim received a call from American Express informing him that it
was holding a check for $75,000 in his name, he had no idea who it was from and why it was being sent to
him. After initial inquiries, the trail turned cold in Switzerland, and his eminent father advised him to make a
written record of when he received the check before depositing it into his private account. Charles waited for
word on his surprise windfall and when none came, he forgot about the whole matter in a short time.

It wasn’t until 1946, when the Reichmanns, who had escaped to Tangier, Morocco, were able to come to
the U.S. on a temporary basis, as part of a Vaad Hatzalah convention, to discuss Agudas Yisroel’s postwar
agenda. One morning, Shmaya Reichmann quietly slipped away and took a train downtown to the Wall Street
office of Philipp Brothers, the commodities firm cofounded by the Bendheim family.

Charles Bendheim was in a meeting, and when his secretary announced a Mr. Reichmann was here to see
him, he replied that he did not know any Reichmann. Not until the visitor stated that Bendheim did know him
and he can prove it, did Charles emerge from his meeting. With characteristic efficiency, Reichmann
introduced himself, cited the exact date and amount of the cashier’s check that Bendheim had received back
in 1939 before the war began, and politely asked for his money back. Charles stared at him for a moment in
uncomprehending astonishment and then broke out in a broad smile. With a flair, he sat down and wrote out a
check for the full $75,000. Reichmann studied the check, said thank you, and quickly departed.

Chazal tell us that m»wy - wealth, does not belong to a rich man. Rather, Hashem wishes to distribute this
money to all of His children and safeguards these assets in the hands of wealthy individuals until it is time for
them to be distributed. At that time, it is our duty and responsibility to return and recirculate this wealth.
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YWn: A man once came to the holy Bobover Rebbe, position in another university and make a solid
R’ Benzion Halberstam ZT”L HY”D, for a livelihood. Then he will be able to support me for the
blessing on behalf of his family and himself. The rest of my life - until 120.”

Rebbe began to ask him about his situation in both ~ Without hesitation, the Rebbe responded, “But who
the spiritual and material realms. In the course of the will support you after 120?”
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What does the Land of Israel mean to the Jewish
People? Chazal tell us: >y NOR DN "N M) N
"N - “The Land was not given to Yisroel, only
with infliction.” (n m513) It takes toil, effort and
strenuous labor in order to create a homeland for the
people built on Torah and mitzvos. But it also requires
suffering and tribulation in order to demonstrate that
life is not about the pursuit of worldly pleasures.

The Bohusher Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Friedman
ZT”L, was very active in helping the Yishuv in Eretz
Yisroel to get on its feet. The Rebbe was once
approached by a group of secular Zionists who
wanted to enlist him in their group. They explained
to him that the Jewish People needed their own
homeland where they would be safe from outside
disturbances. “But why have you selected Israel as
your land?” the Rebbe asked them. The group was
rather surprised by the Rebbe's question.

In unison, they answered him, “Eretz Yisroel is our
land; it belongs to the Jewish People.”

“Do you have any documents proving that it is
your land?” the Rebbe asked them. The group just
stood there not knowing what to answer. They didn't
have any documents whatsoever.

“Let me show you the document,” the Rebbe told
them, and opened up a chumash. “This is our
document,” he said. “Here it is written that Hashem
has given Eretz Yisroel to the Yidden. But, there were
conditions under which the deal was made. It says
here that the Jews must keep the Torah and Mitzvos.
If you keep these conditions, then you have a rightful
claim to the land and I will gladly help you to
achieve your goal. If not, you have no claim!”

The famous gemara (Nn NnP N12) recounts how
Shimon Hamsoni would interpret and elaborate on
each time in the Torah that the word "nN" is mentioned.
But when he reached the posuk "NVPn PPON N NN -
“And Hashem, your G-d, you shall fear,” he abruptly
stopped, thinking that nothing could possibly be
included in the commandment to fear Hashem. Until
Rabi Akiva came along and made the following
observation: "NVPN PPN N NN - this includes the
mitzvah to fear and respect Torah scholars!

The holy Ariza”l, R’ Yitzchok Luria ZT”’L, notes
that when the Jews suffered the horrific loss of the
MIoN M NWY - Ten martyred sages, of which Rabi
Akiva was one of them and suffered arguably the
most torturous death of all, it was in atonement for
the sale of Yosef Hatzaddik at the hands of his
brothers. But in addition to that, the ten martyred
sages were also 0910 - they were literally the “soul
reincarnates” of the ten brothers who perpetrated the
dastardly deal to sell their brother. For this reason,
Rabi Akiva, who was the reincarnate of Shimon,
endured the worst torture and painful death, since it
was Shimon who encouraged and cajoled the brothers
to kill Yosef by saying “Let us go and kill him.”

Later, when Yosef was the ruler of Egypt and the
brothers came before him, he incarcerated Shimon for
three days. Upon his release, the posuk states, X¥M'
(2-3 XPn) "Ywnw NX oMby - “He released to them
Shimon.” The word "nNX" has a dual meaning:
Shimon’s Y153, Rabi Akiva, was able to interpret the
elusive "NN" in "NPN PPON N NN' and thus, Yosef
released the "nynw nX" - the interpretation of "NN" by
Shimon, through Rabi Akiva! (Megaleh Amukos)

G“:" 1»" O RA T HW”HJ

(=T 3 NI 7 K 921 0 NI 2T AT T R TR

As the winds of war rapidly approached, most Jews in countries occupied by or maintaining cordial
relations with Nazi Germany, concerned themselves with the real and mortal threat to their safety. A number

conversation, the Rebbe learned that one of his sons @73 The world uses the expression, “The only

was studying science in university. The Rebbe asked
him, “What is the reason that you sent him to study
in university and not to yeshivah to study Torah?”
The man was undaunted. “Rebbe,” he said with a
smile, “it’s very simple. If my son works hard and
finishes his course of study in science and receives a
doctorate, then he will be able to get a reputable

guarantees in this world are death and taxes!” But we
Jews have one more guarantee: If we study Hashem’s
Torah and fulfill his mitzvos to the best of our ability,
we are guaranteed a long life here on this world and
an everlasting life in the World-to-Come. The sole
pursuit of material happiness here, will only ensure
that one pays extra taxes before his death!
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of wealthy Jews were also preoccupied with the notion of saving their wealth for later retrieval after the war,
by converting their soon-to-be worthless bank notes into gold and precious stones or transferring it to Swiss
banks. One man, though, correctly assessed the risks inherent in these actions and looked for a more concrete
manner with which to dispose of his considerable assets.

Growing up in Hungary and later living in Vienna, Austria, Shmaya Reichmann had done well for himself
in the import/export business of fresh eggs. He realized that as a Jew, he was ill-advised to rely on the strict
banking codes of privacy offered by the Swiss, which as a neighbor and friend to Germany, could find




