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MRENGAL,  TeUnD
"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (141)
Honoring Seforim: Placing Seforim on Top of Seforim. Last
week we explained the halachos of not putting Seforim of Nach
on top of Chumashim, or books of the Oral Torah (Mishna,
Gemara) on top of Sifrei Tanach. We finished off saying that
these halachos apply even by printed seforim that are not on
parchment, which is not like the opinion of the Aruch Hashulchan.
Question About Mesadrei Seforim. Someone asked me the
following question. His father-in-law asked him to rearrange his
library and in doing so he would have to stack up large piles of
seforim. It is very hard in that situation to always be careful that
the seforim are put in the right order, on top of each other. This
seems similar to the common case in Yeshivos and Kollelim
where after a day’s learning, the Mesadrim go through the Beis
Medrash with a little wagon collecting all the seforim to put
them back on the shelves. Here, as well, it is very hard to always
keep Sifrei Chumashim and Nach on top. The sefer Ginzei
Hakodesh (1) quotes Rav Elyashiv z¢’”7 as ruling that if it is hard
to be careful, it is permitted. (He told his son that he himself was
always careful even in these types of cases to put the correct
volume on top.) There are 2 ways to explain this. 1) Since it is
only for a short time, it is not forbidden. 2) Since he is occupied
in honoring the seforim by collecting them for proper placement,
this is not an act of dishonor to the seforim if along the way they
are not stacked in the proper order. R’ Menashe Klein 22’7 o)
was asked the same question and he ruled strictly.

Levels of Kedusha in Seforim of Torah Shebaal Peh.
Regarding Oral Torah seforim (N9 Syaw o), is there a
difference between a Gemara and books of the early
commentators (Rishonim), such as a Rashba or Ritva?
Furthermore, is there a difference between the Rishonim (early
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generation commentators) and Acharonim (later generation
commentators which are not as authoritative) with regard to
putting one on top of the other? The Ginzei Hakodesh 3) again
quotes Rav Elyashiv that it is permitted according to halacha, and
as far as this writer knows, this is the prevalent custom in the
Yeshivos. However, he adds that it is considered “extra
meritorious conduct’” to refrain from putting Acharonim on top of
Rishonim, and Rishonim on top of Gemaros.

Status of Siddur. R’ Nissan Karelitz shlit’a holds that since a
siddur contains numerous posukim from Tanach, and sometimes
a whole sefer like Tehillim or Shir Hashirim, it should not be
placed under a Gemara. Rav Elyashiv and Ybich't R’> Chaim
Kanievsky shlit’a hold that a siddur is equal in kedusha to a
Gemara, see Ginzei Hakodesh @). Rav Elyashivs adds that it is
an extra meritorious conduct to not place a Gemara on top of a
Siddur or a Siddur on top of a Gemara.
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All mxan »mox (one may not have benefit from) that must be buried,
may not be burned and that which must be burned, may not be buried.
Rashi explains that one may not bury something that requires burning

because we are wwn someone might dig it up and benefit from it.
The Minchas Chinuch (»p) asks: why does Rashi give this
concern as the reason? Why not just answer simply that if the Torah
requires one to bumn something until it becomes ashes, then by
burying it and not burning it, he is not fulfiling the xn» T 2vn? R’
Akiva Eiger zt”l in ©"win ) asks the same question. Both the

Minchas Chinuch and R’ Akiva Eiger "1»52" witha y"s.

v n >wypn answers that Rashi is referring to a case where one is an
onx and is unable to start a fire to bum it. Nevertheless, he still

shouldn't bury it because it might get dug up and lead to a nopmn.

29 ﬁj@%

ﬂ@rﬂ Nﬂ'ﬂ 09,0 97 OV () 1) 97 (3) 022 MDD MYN (2) N 97 (1)

R’ Shaul Yedidya Taub z#”’l (Admor of Modzhitz) would say:

“NTYn TN POY 1291 19 90N 0NY5 Yo XY’ - Rashi asks, if Klal Yisroel will follow the ways of Hashem, they will have
no need to fear the animals; if so why is this posuk even necessary? He answers that it was revealed to Moshe Rabbeinu
that in the future, they will sin. Another interpretation is that the posuk is warning us not to become like wild animals
ourselves. "PYy N1 19’ - lest it increases within you, 'nTwn 70’ - cruelty and callousness, and you act like animals.”

R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a (Taam V’Daas) would say:

“Tayn X XN PPoN N N - The Rambam (‘0 mxnn 19v) learns the mitzvah of Tefillah from here: ‘The Lord G-d you

shall fear and Him you shall serve.” What constitutes service of the heart? Tefillah. Furthermore, the Rambam says that the
word ‘and’ comes to connect the fear of G-d to prayer, teaching that one must pray out of a fear of G-d. R’ Chaim Brisker
zt”’l infers from the Rambam that if a person is preoccupied while he prays and is unaware that he is standing before the
King, he has not fulfilled his obligation at all and it would have been better if he did not pray. Similarly, I heard in the
name of R’ Mordechai Pogremanski z¢’/ that if one cannot have this minimum kavana it is better to not pray at all.”

A Wise Man would say: “Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about.”
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A relatively recent phenomenon is the increase of Orthodox officers and soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces. This
phenomenon extends through the ranks of the IDF, where increasing numbers of religious officers can now be found. Some
come from religious backgrounds while others find religious observance once they’ve enlisted in the Israeli army. One such
soldier arrived from a totally secular home, from a remote kibbutz where organized religious observance was unheard of. In
fact, it was ridiculed and looked upon as backward and not in line with modern day values. The young soldier joined the
IDF and once there, he saw the Yad Hashem in ways he had never previously known, and it made quite an impression on
him. He began to study and learn and even found a chavrusa, a study partner, who could teach him about Torah and
mitzvos. Indeed, from week to week, his appetite for Yiddishkeit grew and he found himself seeing Judaism in a new light.

He had one serious problem, though. He kept a close relationship with his parents and family back home and each time he
would go back for a weekend furlough, or for any other visit, his family and friends could not wrap their minds around his
newfound religious passion. They badgered and ridiculed him and he had a hard time keeping up his spirituality. Time and
time again, as much as he gained over his weeks in service, he felt like he was plummeting in his will and desire every time he
went home. He could not understand it and asked his study partner, “What does Hashem want from me? Why does He send
these obstacles and tribulations my way, to constantly bring me down and tear me away from mitzvah observance?”

Many philosophical conversations ensued but the young soldier could not find his place and it was wearing him down.
Finally, someone gave him an idea: why don’t you take your next vacation abroad and visit the cities of Eastern Europe.
While there, you can pray at the gravesites of some of our greatest Torah scholars and Rabbinic authorities of the past few
centuries. Perhaps, through your fefillos, you might find clarity and the spiritual ascent you so intently crave.

The soldier mentioned the idea to his Charedi chavrusa and even invited him on the trip. A week at the Kivrei Tzaddikim
in Eastern Europe sounded like a great idea and the chavrusa joined. The two traveled and studied together and when they
arrived in Prague, they made their first stop at the kever of the Noda B’Yehudah, R’ Yechezkel Landau z¢’l.

Unlike today, when the old cemeteries of Europe are open to the public and attendants are usually on hand to unlock a gate
if need be, years ago, it wasn’t always easy to gain entry into these exclusive sites. There was a number to call but it wasn’t
always answered; the person with the key was usually not on hand, and it took greased palms to open up a gate that would
otherwise remain locked. When the Yungerman and his soldier friend arrived at the “new” cemetery in Prague where the
Noda B’Yehudah is buried, they found the tall gates locked and no way in. They stood there for a few minutes before the
agile soldier climbed the fence and jumped over. He bade his chavrusa to do the same, but the Yungerman was incapable
of scaling the high fence. In the end, the soldier prayed at the gravesite, while his friend prayed standing at the locked gate.

The same thing occurred at the kever of the Maharal M’Prague and the Kli Yakar. The heavy gate was locked and no
one was around to open it for them. Once again, the soldier easily climbed the fence, but his chavrusa could not, and they
each davened where they could: the soldier at the kevarim themselves and the chavrusa locked out, standing by the gate.

This happened on a number of occasions and finally the soldier told his friend that he felt bad that he was unable to get
inside the cemetery. “For you,” he said, “these walls represent a barrier and they keep you out. You are stuck and cannot get
inside. For me, these fences and walls do not stand in my way. There are no barriers that block me from getting inside and
elevating myself through prayer at the graves of these Tzaddikim. In fact, I welcome these fences since I have no problem
overcoming them. That is my nature. Give me a wall or barrier and watch me get over it - these things do not stand in my way!”

His chavrusa smiled and replied, “Listen to your words. It was worth coming here just to hear you say them. Why are you
worried about the barriers that bring you down? You can easily overcome them - no obstacle to Yiddishkeit can keep you out!”
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While in bondage, the Jewish people bemoaned their
abandonment by Hashem, but were immediately reminded
through Yeshaya HaNavi of their own rebellious behavior
which brought about the exile and suffering. The Navi
described what the times of Mashiach will be like and how
the Jewish people will be gathered from all around the world
and returned to their homeland. Ending with the loving and
encouraging words of, “Look at Avraham and Sarah who
bore you, for he was but one and I blessed him and made
him many,” Yeshaya reminded the people of how they
became a nation, and the blessings that they can look forward

to. The question is, how does Avraham and Sarah’s story of
childlessness relate to the nation’s bondage?

R’ Meir Leibush z#”’l (Malbim) explains that Avraham
Avinu and Sarah Imeinu were alone in the world with no
future to look forward to. Sarah was a barren woman and
incapable of having children and Avraham had no one to
carry on his legacy. Yet, Hashem changed the very laws of
nature and gave them a son who became a second pillar
which the world stands on and established the Jewish nation.

Emunah is a fundamental trait which allows us to survive
over the years. In times of worry and despair, Jews always turn
toward the heavens and place their trust in Hashem that He will
get them through whatever hardship they find themselves in.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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The Torah vividly describes some of the many chasadim and acts of kindness that Hashem did for us in our forty-year
sojourn in the midbar. Among other things, Hashem provided us with the mann daily, a domestic laundromat, and an in-home
shoe store! We learned Torah from Moshe Rabbeinu and we were constantly guided by the Shechina - a cloud of glory by day
and a pillar of fire at night. But immediately, the tone of the parsha changes and the posuk continues that Hashem punishes us
as a father does at times to a child. How do we understand this juxtaposition which seems out of place here as well?

My machshava is as follows. The Torah is teaching us a vital lesson. When a person undergoes a calamity or any hardship,
he tends to feel as if he is alone - no one is looking after him. He must realize that it’s the same Hashem who has so lovingly
provided for him, endlessly showering an abundance of good upon him all his life; and yet, there are times when a person
must receive a potch - a smack - to learn a lesson. Once a person realizes this, it will greatly dull and soften the blow!

As we reign in our children after a long summer and prepare them for the new school year, it’s important to remember that
if at times we must mete out a potch, the child must recognize and understand full well in his or her heart, that you really love
them. That the potch is coming only because they are loved. So before you do punish, if you are unsure that they have this
realization - then don’t potch - it’s better to wait. This is why the Torah, the premiere “Mechanech” discusses the love first -
and then the porch! Additionally, it is crucial to remember that before we are mechanech our children, we must check
ourselves as well. As the Chofetz Chaim z¢’”l says in this week’s parsha, "0>2 N ONX DN - we read it "OmMN’ (them),
even though it is written "onX" (you). This is to teach them - your children - that the first step is "OnX" - you! May n"apn grant
us all the tremendous sivata d’shmaya needed in raising our children and may we see 1M 21 from them always and forever.

"lpﬂ )= 5 ) p 2 va upset and went to look for other seats, leaving the Rosh

(-8 . n:ns XD "IN WN ~mxn’§z wawn yaw N ™M Yeshivah to enjoy a quiet seating area, without any
Yom: Once, after R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg zt”, Rosh  passengers (or movies) around him to disturb him.

Yeshivah of Torah Ohr, returned from one of his numerous ). The Gemara (Yoma 39a) states: “If a person will

trips abroad, he was asked, “How was the trip?” sanctify himself down in this world, he is sanctified from

The Rosh Yeshivah smiled deeply and responded, “This Above.” In this vein, Rabbeinu Bechaye explains that the
time it was an excellent flight! It was comfortable and reason the words "ywwn 9nw" are repeated later in the
1” Torah is to tell us that the merit of the commandments

without any interruptions!

When asked why this flight turned out to be better than
usual, R’ Scheinberg replied that as he boarded the plane,
he was told that there was no seat available in the movie
-free section. The airline apologized to the rabbi but at the
moment, there was nothing for them to do.

In the end, R* Scheinberg had no choice but to sit in a
place he had not planned on. Suddenly, the video system in
that section broke down. Nobody’s system was working. A
technician was called but hard as he tried, he could not get
the system to work. All those seated in that section were
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which we fulfill will protect us - in other words, the Torah
itself will protect us against our enemies and evil actions.
This is also the reason why this paragraph commences
with the repeated words, "ynwn ynw oX M". The lesson is
that if you will listen to Hashem’s instructions and follow in
His ways, He in turn will listen to your prayers. The more a
person will make himself holy by following the Torah and
mitzvos, the more Heaven will add holiness onto him. On
the other hand, the reverse is also true in the event that we
do not listen to Hashem’s instructions, G-d forbid.
S FROM THE THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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R’ Meir Simcha HaKohen zt”l ( eshech Chochma) points out that nowhere in the Torah do we find the mitzvah of

Emunah. So how do we know it is a mitzvah? Because it says "2 npaToY" - this is the mirzvah! Cleaving to Hashem means
trusting Him implicitly. We cling to Hashem because we believe in Him! The Meshech Chochama offers a mashal of a
King who has a son whom He loves dearly. This son knows that his father is the King and has the power to give him
anything he wants. He also loves him very much and wants to make him happy. The son of the King lives a content and
worry-free life because he knows that he can always turn to his father. Explains the Meshech Chochma, this should be the
way we feel as Jews. We are Hashem’s beloved child and He wishes to bestow only good upon us. We have nothing to
worry about - ever! We need to turn to Hashem and cleave to Him, which means that we don’t make a move without Him.

"»271" in Hebrew means glue! To cleave to Hashem means to be literally glued to Him! This means that whatever one is
doing, whether he is involved in a mitzvah or eating breakfast, he is connected to Hashem. Hashem is in his thoughts. The
worst thing in the world is when a person goes through life and forgets about Hashem. The Brisker Rav, R’ Yitzchok Zev
Soloveitchik zt”I used to say: “Even if someone would offer me a gigantic sum of money to keep in my bank account in
order to pay my students on time, I would not want it! The fact that I have to rely on Hashem every month for the money is
the way I fulfill the mitzvah of bitachon! I would not want to forgo this mitzvah for any amount of money in the world!”
Let us change our attitude and turn worry into opportunity to fulfill this greatest mitzvah of “U’ledavka Bo’!




