
    dteus ugnan iht itf runtv wtcmw /wtcm tmuh kfwk vhv vzv sepnv vb
kgupv 'sjh kve,nv ost iunv :tuv ugnan rehg tkt 'wvnjkn khjw uyuapf
tcmwc rcusnafu /ovhkgn snugv dhvbnv ,truv hp kg 'ohuxn rsxu ryan ,j,
,unhan ovhkg ohkhynu 'v"cev ,sucgk ohtmuhv kg rcsn cu,fva rnuk ah wwv
/wsgun kvt ,sucgc tcm tcmkw (sf 'j) ikvk ubhmna ihgfu ',"hav ignk ,ufrmbv
uk utknha sg wwv scugwf rsdun ostv ihta ohsnk ubhmnb runtv rutk     
/asuec ,rak ohsnugv tcmv htmuh og vbnb ohrag icn er hrva 'vba ohrag
lf vsucgk hutr ohrag icn ,ujp iht wkkfwv ,sucgca oafa ,b,ub trcxvu
ubhv vba d"h ostvk uk tkn,na ouhna ihbhgsh ibt orc 'wyrpwv ,sucgc od
kkfv ,sucg tba htn ihvck ah if otu ',uumnv kfc chhujnu wkusdw rsdc
ubuek ubhc ostv kg ,kyunv ,hyrpv vsucgv vbua vnk 'yrpv ,sucgn
u,ut ohchhjn ,uhyrpv kg vnk 'uhkg ,kyunv ,"hav ignk ,hruchmv vsucgvn

?ubumrn ukhpt u,ut ohjhbn tk kkfv hbhbg kga vgac uc
u,gs iht vba ohrag ostvk uk utkn tka sug kfa 'thv lfk vcua,v     
'vaug tuv hn oaku vaug tuv vn gsuhu ,gs rc ubhva ;t kgu 'ufrm kf kaucn
uvsnkha uhcd kg sungha kusdk tuv euez ihhsgu 'u,uarc iu,b tuv iht ihhsg
kufh kec unmgc lrs uk ruch ot hf 'usfkk .pjv rmhvc vnjkn hxhxf,u hfrs
lhtv ,gsk vcjr u,gs iht ihhsga rjtn 'vhumr u,buuf ot od rauhv in ,uyxk
vhv, uhcd kg sungh kusdvaf okut /c%rec ukun snugv ltknv og ssun,vk
d"h uk utkn,ba ouhn if kgu 'hgcsf utruc ,t sucgku uhfrs rahhk u,kufhc

/uhbpk ukkxh uhrunu uhruva lrsc lkha hutrv in ohba
xjhh,vk kufh ubhva hn kg er ohkhyn kkfv ,sucg !kkfv ,sucgc if tk     
vhkuj uc ,utrk ohkufh rcfu ',gsk tuv vfuz rnukf 'wu,jpanku uh,uct ,hckw
otu uh,ufhkvc tuv ezj ot ohepuxn ihhsg vhvba hkcn ',urusv ,rarac vasj
hf /okugv kkjc jhpn rmhva ,urzv ,ujurv kun uh,ujrut ,t kvbk u,kufhc

///ush kg ukafh tka ohjuyca hnc shepvk ohfhrm kkfv ,kgu,k thva vsucgv
ostvk uk utkn tka sug kfa vshgnv thv vru,va runtvn ubk tmuhv      
ovhkga itmv hrhgm hbpc thv ,usgu 'vfrm kf vkhac u,gs iht vba ohrag
okfa kgu o,gs kg lunxk ovk ruxtu 'ovhfbjnu ovhruv hbpc o,gs kyck
ut ohruvv og .ghh,vku kutak ufkh ovhbpc snuga rcs kfc tkt 'akjv
ohtmnb o,gsk ot odu 'ktna ut ihnh ,uybk hkcn uagh ovhrcsfu 'ohfbjnv
/ohbac ovn ohkusdv ,gs hbpn o,gs ukych 'vkhkj ohguyf ovhrunu ovhruv
uaghu 'ovk ubhnth ihnh tuva ktnaf uk vtrba rcs kg ovk urnth ot ukhptu

/ofrs wv jhkmh ztu ovhrcsf
 

     hbpn tku 'uhrunu uhruv hbpc u,gs kyck rujck vke vnhan vz iht obnt
'ovng esmv hf ohgbfuanu ohjuyc o,uhv ,chxn ot hf 'vkhkj vutdv ,shn
vn :ubuak ,ujmc urntc 'g"hz rtnytxn wvan ktuhuwv e"vrv ,tz rhsdva hpfu
ova vn kct 'kucxk rapt sug ovhctn ohnfj r,uh ova ohcauj ohbcva
vnv ohcauj 'rnukf /kucxk vae rcf vz 'ovhctn ohrducn r,uh ova ohcauj

///ovhctn r,uh ohhjv iuhxbu ohhj ,nfj od ovk aha
ovng esmva ovk vtrb ot od rcs ka u,hntka uz vbcv ohbpvk ovhkg okut
ohheku o,gs ,t ;ufk jf ovk i,h uz vghshu 'okfa iyue ,njn ot hf vz iht

/ovhkgn ohsnugv ukt ,mg
ka ihs ,hc od hrva 'oka ostv ka u,gs iht ,urducv khdca ubhrcsk vjfuv
ihta sug kf ohahbgn obhta (:yp ,ca) ohtura hpfu 'lfc caj,n vkgn
,uba ,hmjnk ostv vfz tka sug kf hf 'ogyv vzn tuvu /ohrag ic ostv
o,gs kg uh,ujrut kf ihuufk uk vae odu ',gs rcf urhsdvk rapt ht vbhcv
kgu 'ost kfn ofjv vz tuva uk vnsb u,ubye curn ihhsg hf 'ubnn ohnfjv ka
lfn sunkk rhgmv kufh p"fgu /uahbgvk ihhsg rapt ht ihsc vda ot od if

/uh,ucrnu uhruvn rauh ,ujrut kcek uhkg if kgu 'vnhka vbht ihhsg u,gsa
iht ihhsg ot odu 'ukfa kac,n zt 'uhhjk ohragv ,bak rducv ghdh ratf eru
hshk ,ujpv kfk tuch ts iudfc od ouen kfn 'ufrm kf kaucnu kac u,gs
u,ut ohrxhhnv ukt kun u,gs kyck uhkga ihchu 'iyeu ks ihhsg ukfaa vrfv
,t ,h,aha juyc ,uhvk ohkufh lfn vtmu,fu /lknv lrs kg ushngvk hsf
,kj,v thv hf uz vbcvk zc hv, ktu /ohh,hntv vru,v hfrs hp kg uh,ujrut

///vjkmvk vfzh vfu,nu 'u,gs ,uhbgc rhfvk vfuz ostva vnfjv rehgu
zt od hf ,gsk uhkg kyun 'u,gs ohkavku rdc,vk ostv vfuza rjt od     
ubt ohtur vbvs 'vru,v in lnx lfk od ahu 'ubnn ohrducnv ukt ka o,gs vph
kg sepa vz vhv ovrctu 'uduuhz rucg ,uks,av oua vag tk ubhct ejmha
'vba ohgcrt ic zt vhv rcf ejmha ;t kgu 'ejmh ka uduuhz rjt ru,k rzghkt
,gsk u,gs kyhc ,tz kfc 'rujck vn ,gsk ufrm kf kaucn u,gs vhv rcfu

 /rcsc rzghkt ka u,bcv ;hsgva uhct
oua uk vhv tku 'vcvthu unt vra kvutv vthcv ifn rjtka ubt ohturu     
ceghc ohtur vz ,nugk /ovrct ,gsk u,gs kyhca vzn vtmu,f apb ,ndg
apb ,ndg z"hg uk vhvu 'kjrc rjc unmgcu 'uduuhz ihbgc unmgc ks,ava ubhct
kg ohba wz sug sucgk lrmuvu 'vnuenc vtk ,t uk i,bu ick uvnhr hf 'vcurn
ah ouen kfn 'ohycav curcu vtkc if od vfz hf 'vcuyk vz vhva ;t kgu /kjr

/shxpn ubht ohbezv in vmg kyubv kfa rcsk inhx lfc  

R’ Dovid Yisroel Ber Kaufmann zt”l (Reflections of Redemption) would say:

     “wause hudu ohbvf ,fknn hk uhv, o,tuw - The Jewish people are to be a ‘Kingdom of Kohanim.’ They are to be spiritual

rulers and leaders. The goal is to be involved in the world, transforming it into a dwelling place for G-dliness. Like the

Leviim, we have a special task. We are not to withdraw from the world, but lead it and guide it. This is our preparation to

receive the Torah - whether for the first time at Har Sinai, every year following the reading of Bamidbar, or in the

immediate, imminent future, when by preparing the world, we will receive the Torah of Moshiach.” 

R’ Boruch Mordechai Ezrachi Shlit’a (Birchas Mordechai) would say:

     “What is the difference between Orpah and Rus? They both begged their mother-in-law Naomi to allow them to stay

with her, numerous times. But Rus did not give up! ‘And she (Naomi) saw that Rus strained (,mnt,n) to go with her.’

This is akin to the dictum of Chazal: ‘It is not comparable learning something 100 times to learning it 101 times.’

:y vdhdj)(  If one does not give up and ‘strains’ the extra effort to study one more time, he will be successful. Like Rus

who strained and was ultimately successful. How successful? Her grandson was Dovid Hamelech!” 

A Wise Man would say: “You can’t go back and change the beginning but you can start where you are and change the end.”    
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        A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos for a Unique Yom Tov of Shavuos
Good Advice for the Shavuos Milchig Meal. As per the
custom brought down in halacha, (1) most people have some sort
of a milchig (dairy) meal during the two days of Shavuos. Here
are some practical tips for people to consider.
Kiddush Cup. One is allowed to use his regular Shabbos becher
(Kiddush cup) at the milchig meal. Even though it is officially a
fleishig (meat) vessel, and possibly had some hot water contact
with fleishig items, one can still use it for Kiddush before the
milchig meal. This is because using it for cold wine or grape juice
does not make the liquid or the person fleishig. It is definitely a
good idea to remove it from the table right after Kiddush. If he
leaves it on the table, he might come to drink from it with a mouth
full of milchig grease. Even though that alone does not cause the
cup to become fleishig either, he might end up washing it with hot
water which would necessitate asking a shailah if it requires
kashering. To stay away from questions, one should remove the
becher from the table right after Kiddush.  Similarly, if one uses his
regular Shabbos Challah cutting knife and board for this meal, he
should remove them from the table before starting to eat milchig.
Leftover Challah from the Milchig Meal. If challah was left on
the table, or on a cutting board, and there is no specific reason to
assume it had become milchig, it remains pareve and can be later
eaten at a fleshig meal. If, however, a slice of challah was removed
from the cutting board and placed near a plate of food, we are
concerned that it might have become milchig and should only be
used for a milchig meal (2). If one saves challah from milchig meal
(2). If one saves challah from the Yom Tov meals in plastic bags, the
above leftover bread that is deemed milchig, should be left in a
separate and marked plastic bag as a reminder that it cannot be
eaten with fleishig, such as leaving a tissue in the bag, etc. 
Saying the First Tefillah from a Siddur/Machzor. If a person

     t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn 
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

has not said a certain tefillah for 30 days, he should not rely on his
memory, and should say that first tefillah from either a siddur or
machzor, and not by heart (3). This applies to the Maariv Shemona
Esrei on the first night of Shavuos, and Mussaf Shemona Esrei of
the first day of Yom Tov. However, once he said it from a siddur,
he can now say it by heart for the rest of the Yom Tov.
Sleeping in the Morning Before Davening. Many people who
stay up the whole night learning, go to sleep after daybreak and
attend a later minyan. They do so in order to be able to daven
with a clear, fresh head. However, there is a strong reason to be
concerned that he will oversleep past the zman for Krias Shema,
and even the later zman of Tefillah. He should, therefore, appoint
a reliable family member or friend that goes to sleep that night, to
awaken him on time. Some people wait a bit after Alos Hashachar
(seventy-two minutes before sunrise) and recite the daily Krias
Shema before going to sleep. When those people wake up, they
can say all the morning berachos (rjav ,frc) themselves.  
Neilas Hachag. Many congregations have a festive gathering at
the end of the Shavuos Yom Tov (djv ,khgb). Since on Yom Tov
there is no obligation of ,usugx aka, they serve just drinks with
mezonos and/or fruit. This is debatable since the Gemara says if
one is eating a meal before sunset he can continue after sunset,
because the Havdala obligation with the prohibition to eat before
Havdala does not go into effect to stop one from continuing his
meal (4). However, if one is merely having drinks he must stop
because of the Havdala obligation. It is not clear from the
Gemoro whether a fruit or mezonos snack can be continued after
sunset. The Aruch Hashulchan (5) says that only a bread meal
can be continued. This, too, sounds like the words of some
Rishonim (6). One should therefore start Mincha a bit earlier,
leave 15 minutes for the snack before sunset, say a vburjt vfrc,
and then continue the simcha.
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",umnv kg ihrhcgn iht" ahek ahr rnt
     Rashi explains, if one comes upon a Mitzvah, he should not pass it by. This is brought in t,khfn [wch ,una h"ar ihhg]. The Torah says
",umnv ,t o,rnau" this means to watch the Matzah that it does not become chametz. The t,khfn says to read it as ",umn", mitzvos.
One should watch mitzvos, in other words, perform them as they present themselves. Tosfos learns that this applies only when you will
be doing both mitzvos. If, however you will be doing only one of them, you may pass over the first one if the second one is more rhs,.
This halacha has many applications. The ost hhj [jx kkf] says this is an t,hhruts ruxht.
    The  [vf wx j"ut]g"ua  says one should be careful when putting away his ,hky & ihkhp, he should make sure his Talis is closer to the
bag opening, so tomorrow morning when he reaches for his Talis first, he won’t pass by the Tefillin & be oiver ihrhcgn iht. The vban
vrurc says that ihrhcgn iht is applicable here even though he’s not touching anything, just moving his hand over it.
     Similarly, in vfubj ,ufkv [u"gr,] the c"ban suggests that when one is lighting from left to right, he should stand a little to the left, so his
hand won’t pass over the candles on the right as he reaches for the left side, so as not to be oiver ihrhcgn iht.
     In ,ca ,ufkv [wv e"x sgr wx] the mechaber says on Friday night to cut the lower vkj of the vban ojk first (& the top one first, by
day). The c"ban brings the j"c that wonders how this may be done, by passing the top challah aren’t we oiver ihrhcgn iht? As a solution
the z"y says to bring the lower challah towards you, so it’s closer & will be reached first.
     In vbck aushe ,ufkv [wv whx uf, ] the mechaber says one should wait until a"mun to recite vbck aushe since we are still wearing our
Shabbos clothing it’s more sucf for the mitzvah. The rzb  hbct [yga j"ut] asks, why isn’t waiting until a"mun a violation of ihrhcgn iht?
The  hcm  [ue wx] ofj  answers that if the reason for passing by the mitzvah now, is to do it later in a more rushv way, this is acceptable. 
     The z"csr [dh wx's"j ,"ua] was asked by an inmate that was offered 1 day to leave prison & pray in shul. Which day should he pick? Yom
Kippur? Rosh Hashana? The Radvaz answers to get out of jail asap & daven the next Tefila with a minyan because of ihrhcgn iht. a"g

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     In the Haftorah of Parshas Bamidbar, Hashem sent a
message through Hoshea HaNavi in which He promised that
the Bnei Yisroel will be as multitudinous as the sand of the
banks of the ocean. Chazal explain that the obvious
understanding is that just as no one can compute the total
number of grains of sand, so it is impossible to obtain a total
count of Bnei Yisroel. But surely there are other things which
are also difficult to count, so why did Hashem choose sand?
   R’ Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook zt”l (Midbar
Shur) explains that the Jewish people have a collective
mission, as indicated by their comparison to sand. A single
grain of sand is of no particular consequence; but together,

     In the Haftorah for the first day of Shavuos, Yechezkel
HaNavi describes his awe-inspiring vision of the winged
four-headed creature representing the holy Shechina. This
vision was reminiscent of the revelation experienced by the
Jewish people at Har Sinai on the very first Shavuos in
history when they accepted the holy Torah. Interestingly,
while describing his feelings, Yechezkel mentions that “the
hand of Hashem came upon him there” but wouldn’t it have
been more appropriate for him to have said that he felt the
spirit of Hashem within him and not just upon him?
   R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt”l explains that the
spirit of prophecy does not originate from within a person,
rather, it comes upon a person from the outside and then
rests upon him. This means that prophecy is not just a
birthright. Rather, it is granted to people who work hard to

     

these grains of sand form a border against the ocean,
establishing dry land and enabling life to exist. 
    Thus, it is Klal Yisroel’s collective purpose to bring about
the world’s spiritual advancement by holding back the ocean,
the tidal waves of hatred, bigotry, and bad influences that are
pervasive throughout humankind. What is more, this
collective mission is an integral part of Klal Yisroel’s very
essence, irrespective of any of their individual merits.
   As such, while a Jew must indeed focus on furthering his
own personal spiritual growth, one must not lose sight of the
broader focus – the furthering of Hashem’s agenda via the
spiritual growth of Klal Yisroel as a whole.

achieve it and Yechezkel HaNavi was obviously on that
level. Yechezkel spoke only of Hashem’s hand resting upon
him as an indication of the hard work he put in to attain the
level of prophecy.
     Prophecy was a gift given to humanity for the sole purpose
of connecting to the Almighty, but once it was taken away, it
became apparent that the only way to tap into that feeling of
prophecy is through the intense study of Torah.
     On Shavuos when we celebrate the giving of the Torah, it
is important to remember the reasons for our celebration. The
Torah is not just an ancient history book filled with rules. It is
a manual given to us by Our Creator to help guide us on the
proper path of life, and if utilized right, the Torah will enable
a person to achieve the level of prophecy and feel Hashem
resting upon him giving him clues into the future.
 










































htsuc 'vga kfcu ,g kfc ubng vaug shn, ,"hava ,ucuyvu ohsxjv kf rhfh
/oka ckc u,ut sucghu 'ohnaca ubhct iumr vagh

kf ."av ,rzjc gusn rtck c,fa ovrsuctv hrcsc arupn vz suxhu     
ihjua ogv kf 'grufu ohsunk ."a ghdhaf" 'k"zu ibcrs ohsun ohrunt ruchmv
ucrk ,usuvk scgv lrs ihta /ohsunc if unf ,kj,nv vbye vtsuv ihrnutu
,ufkn kug uhpc kcek lhrm ost kf tkt 'jhka hsh kg "v,t hbust" uk rnuku
tk rnuku ahjfvk kfuha 'vrund vkce vbht - jhka hsh kg kceh otu ohna
'jhka hsh kg uhfrm guc,k kufh 'vaec thva vkhp,v rtac kct /uh,jka
uhrcsc rtucn /k"fg '"uh,jka tk rnthu ahjfh tku u,cuyc .pj ost kfa
tuv uk aha vn kfa rhfn vhv ukhta /ohna ,ufkn kug ,kce thv vtsuva
kfcu ucck kfc utruc ,t sucgk unmg scgan vhv htsuc ',"hav ,tn er

/usutn kfcu uapb
abg vn hbpn" :(z varp rzghkt hcr ,ban) arsnv hrcsc rtucn ifu     
rpufv ;t /v"cevc vrhpf ihbgf tuva hbpn ?vcuy hhupfk r,uhc cu,fv
vpuf tuv rjnk 'urhcj ka u,cuy vpuf tuv vzv ostv /tuv cuy rpuf v"cevc
ouhv sg tkvu /";xuh ,t gsh tk rat" 'vgrpc rnut tuv ifu /ubue ka u,cuy
'u,cuy vpfu 'uhkg jhdav tku gsuh vhva tkt ';xuh ka usxj ihgsuh ohrmn vzv
,snk tv /wv ,t h,gsh tk :rnta 'tuv lurc ausev ka u,cuy vpf ;uxcku
ivk rnut tuv lurc ausev ifu /rehgc vrhpfk vaeuv vcuyv ,hhpfa
tka urvzv 'ivk rnt /"lh,tmuv rat" k", vn /"lhvkt wv hfbt" :ktrahk
rnut gauvh ifu /ohna ,ufkn kcek kufh ubht vcuy hupfa 'vcuy upf,
hf 'u,ut ihchan ivu /wv ,t sucgk ukfu, tk ',tzv vcuyv o,hpf ot :ktrahk
hrv /f"g '"(sf gauvh) u,cuy ihpuf ubt iht 'ub,ut vkgnv tuv ubhvkt wv
uvzu ',"hav ka ,ucuyv ,rfv lu,n er tuv ohna ,ufkn kug ,kcea 'thsvk

/khgk b"anf rnug icrev h"g vcuyv ohrhfn ubt 'vru,v ,kce osuea ogyv
h"ga vzc ,hkf,va 'wofkw ihbgc ,ugucav djc gusn ogyv uvzs k"h f"tu     
tuv wofkw aha vn kfa vrfvv hshk tch 'vzv ausev ouhc dbg,n tuva vn
tchks tenugn vcuyv rhfvk uhkg ,kyun vcujv f"gu ',"hav ,tn ukuf
hrcs cyhhv icun vz hpku  !vcr vcvtc unmg kg ,ufkn kug kcehu ',"havk
,"havk vtsuvk inz tuva wrhmev djw treb ,uguca dja urthca ohbuatrv
ka adrvv lu,n 'vru,v kcek lhha vz h"g ers k"bf vbuufvu /vtuc,v kf kg

/,"havk vtsuv

                        

 /// ktrah hbck shd,u cegh ,hck rnt, vf(d-yh ,una)
     On the 6th of Sivan 2,448, the Torah was given to the
Jewish people. Hashem told Moshe, “Ko Somar L’Bais
Yaakov V’sagid L’Bnei Yisroel.” This is the Torah that you
shall give over to the Jewish people. Speak first to the
women and then to the men. We all know the learning of
Torah is a man’s mitzvah. It is a man’s obligation to study
Torah day and night. But a woman? What is her connection
to Torah? If the women were addressed first by Moshe
Rabbeinu, there must be a reason? And of course, there is. 
    It is true the men must learn and teach their children
Torah, but if there is no woman in the home to create a love
and a desire for Torah, there will be no one to teach. The
excitement, the passion, and the love of Torah is the
foundation of a Torah home, and that is the job of the woman.

 

     d vbohsun kfv :rzgkt hcr rnt" :(c 'jx ohjxp) k"zj hrcs ov ohgush
vz rcsu /f"g '"tuv vru, uc vb,hba ouh - tngy htn /"ofk" hnb ibhgcs ,rmgc
tku 'w,h uc eru lt ,uehcs ka ouh tuv vru,v uc i,hba ouhc hrva 'sutn vun,
vzv ouhc lhrma "ohsun kfv" gusn f"t 'vzv okug hdubg, ouac exug ,uhvk

/ohdubg,c dbg,vk
kf 'vru,v ,kce ka ouhk vbfvv vbv 'wndv hrcs rtck vtrb ,"hvzgcu     
/vru,v ,kce ka ouh ,trek unmg ihfvk ouhu ouh kf vbun ouh kfc sjtu sjt
er ohkhj,n gusn (u"a vumnc) lubjv wev rcfu /rnugv ,rhpx ka vumnv uvzu
'k"zu hbav ouhn okhj,na ogyva c,fu 'iuatrv ouh tku jxp ka hbav ouhn
hbc kg u,jdavc tuv lurc oav hf ohbhntn ubta rfz uca scfb icre tuva"
/k"fg '"uc ,uhjk ,utuc, grz vbau vba kfc ovk asjnu o,uhjvk vmur ost
- vumnv haran" 'k"zu rnug icre ,umn rtck (c"a vumn) lubhjv f"anc g"gu
uh,uhrc og tuv lurc oav vauga kusdv sxjv vagnv lu,n ibuc,ba hsf
'vbnn tuv lurc uk chreba ubk hutr ifk 'vhjnk vtuc, vba vba ovk asjk
vfrck ihhutr vhvba lu,nu 'vbnn vbvb ory kusdv ucuyu usxj rufzb ignk
ucuy curn .pja 'ubc oav .pj okauhu ubh,tuc, lrc,, uhbpk ubhagn rafvc

/k"fg '"uh,uhrc ,frcc
'v"cev ka ucuyu usxj rhfvk tuv rnugv icrev ,crevc ,hkf,v hrv     
hf 'rac kfk ojk i,ub tuvu 'ohnjrcu 'sxjc 'ijc 'ucuyc ukuf okugv izv tuva
hnhc ,hkf,v uvzu /vasj vtuc,v vbau vba kfc ubk ashju /usxj okugk
vbunt euzhj hsh kg ubhhvu 'vru,v ,kcek vbfv hnh ova 'rnugv ,rhpx
rhfvk yrpcu ',ucuyv kf kg 'tuv lurc ausevk cuyv ,rfv hsh kgu ',"havc

/vasjv vtuc,v kg vcuyv
vbvs /cuyv ,rfv tuv vru,v ,kce rehgc htb,v gusn ruthcc rnuk vtrbu   
cuyv ,rfv ,cuj kg hubc ohekt ,sucgc ,usuxhv suxh 'oeun ,ucckv ,cujv
shn, v"cev rat cuyv kf rhfha rjt ers '(ohekt ,sucg rgak vjh,p)
if,h tka 'v"cev sucgk kfav chhj,h vrfv lv lu,n 'gdru gdr kfc ubk knud
,"hav ka ubumr vaug ubhta hnu /,"hav ,jdav kf rhfn ot ubumr kg rucgk

/,"hav ,tn ukuf tuv uk aha vn kfa ',"havc vbunt iurxjn er tuv
skuba vgan uhfrm kfk dtsu 'uxbrpu 'urhcj og chyhva ost :kanc vz rtcbu
ahdrh hrva 'uchyhn iumr kg rucgk vcuyv kcenk if,h tk htsuc hrv 'ouhv sg
sjt ot j"ue ka ubc ic j"ue f"t /ubumr kf ,uagk 'cuyv ,rfv ,cuj aujc

This is why at Matan Torah, the women were spoken to first
since their role in building a home of Torah is paramount.
     As we prepare for Kabbolas HaTorah, the women need to
know what exactly is their kabbalah. What should they be
doing to prepare for this awesome day when the giving of the
Torah is not commemorated but actually relived? The same
kolos and brakim that were seen at Matan Torah come into
this world once again on this great day of Shavuos. The
revelation of Hashem is real, and it is ours to grab onto. 
     How does one make this practical? We need to reexamine
our actions and reset our goals. We are living in a generation
that is unprecedented with the amount of Torah that is being
learned by Klal Yisroel around the globe. And who is
supporting all of these wonderful avreichim? Their wives.
Women wake up at predawn hours to get to their offices in
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llllyyyynnnn: Stories abound of many Chassidishe Rebbes and the
manner in which they approached the kedusha and
Kabbolas HaTorah of Chag HaShavuos. 
    Someone once told R’ Shimon Sholom Kalish zt”l of
Amshinov how years earlier, the Ropschitzer Rebbe zt”l

(Zera Kodesh) once observed a young avreich crying
throughout the night of Shavuos, holding a tear-stained siddur
in his hand, and repeating over and over and over, the words
in Ahava Raba, "l,ru,c ubhbhg rtvu". For hours, the man wept
until finally the Ropschitzer walked over to him, and grabbed
the siddur out of his hands. Handing him a Gemara, he said,
“Okay, I was just in Shamayim and your tefillos were
accepted. Now, take a Gemara and go learn something!”
     The Amshinover Rebbe smiled, and responded, “Of
course. This is the segulah of my Zaida, R’ Yaakov Dovid
zt”l of Amshinov, who was asked by a chasid for a segula to
help his memory. My Zaida told him that Dovid Hamelech
writes the best ‘segulah’ in Tehillim: tk gag,at lh,ueujc"
"lhrcs jfat - the Torah that you learn with simcha and joy,
you will never forget! How’s that for a ‘segulah’? 

     One year, a group of “Litvish” bochurim traveled to
spend Chag HaShavuos with R’ Yisroel Hager zt”l, the
Ahavas Yisroel of Vizhnitz. The group stayed up all night
learning in the main Bais Medrash and when it came time
for Alos Hashachar, they congregated in the front and one
bochur recited the berachos out loud for everyone. 
     The Ahavas Yisroel also stayed up all night but he did not
daven early and preferred to daven og curc at the regular
time. When he heard the bochurim preparing to daven, he
came out of his private room and said out loud, “I’ve heard
of people going to sleep in order to be able to daven, but I
never heard of people who daven in order to be able to go to
sleep!” The bochurim took the hint and left.     
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Of course, it is a good thing to follow Minhag Yisroel
and stay up to learn, daven or recite Tikkun Leil Shavuos.
But when we do, we must do it for the right reasons and not
waste our time. This is an auspicious night - it is a night
when our Nation prepared itself for the ultimate gift - the
Torah. To treat it as a contest or to spend the hours
shmoozing in the Bais Medrash is not accomplishing a thing! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

********************************************************************
 /// vbhhv, ,unhn, ,,ca gca vpub,v rnug ,t ofthcv ouhn ,cav ,rjnn ofk o,rpxu(uy-df trehu)

 /// o,tcmk o,t usep, wufu o,ct ,hck o,jpank ktrah hbc ,sg kf atr ,t uta(d'c-t rcsnc)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 //// lrcs jfat tk gag,at lh,ejc /lh,jrt vyhctu vjhat lhsepc(zy'uy-yhe ohkv,) 

time to begin their jobs. They spend the majority of their day
in the workplace, while their husbands take the kids to the
babysitters and kindergartens, then pick them up after
learning seder and take them to the second babysitter until
their wives come home at 4 or 5 o’clock. Women today are
doing the impossible, but today’s women are so incredible,
they even do that well. The question is, what is getting lost
along the way? One thing is for sure. This has never been the
role of women throughout the history of the world. There
were always women who worked, but they were the
exceptions, not the rule. A woman’s place was always in the
home, and that is where she devoted her time and attention. 
     What is taking place today is something that cannot be
reversed. A woman who is working to support her husband
who is learning cannot choose where she wants to go, but she
can choose where to put her heart. If times have changed,
then we need to change with the times. If we cannot change
the circumstances, then at least we can hold onto the proper
attitudes and hashkafos that a Yiddishe Mamma should have. 
It would be wonderful if women had all the time in the world
to create the enthusiasm, the atmosphere, the geshmak, and
ahavas HaTorah in the home. But if she doesn’t, then she
should at least make sure to remember that this is her
primary obligation. Any little bit of inspiration that she can

    Klal Yisroel was once again counted, as Moshe Rabbeinu
took a census in the desert. Why, then, was it imperative
that Moshe himself, be assigned this task, when it is a task
usually performed by some lowly government employee?
    My machshava here is as follows. The Ramban explains
the word "usep," to mean to “remember” and "jhdavk" to
pay attention to it. He says that this definition applies any
time you see the shoresh "sep" and he cites some examples.
One that comes to mind is the following posuk in Shmuel:
"sus ouen sephu". Dovid didn’t attend Shaul’s Rosh Chodesh
event and his absence was noticed.
     In addition, the Ohr Hachayim explains that the Torah
uses the word "uta" to denote counting, because it connotes
a raising up; an elevation of sorts. I would like to offer
another thought, prefaced with an anecdote. When I was in
the 8th grade, my English teacher would assign each of us a

     There is a machlokes in the Poskim regarding the word
"ofk" - “You (should count).” One vyha maintains that
unlike the "lk ,rpxu" of Yovel where that "lk" can be
accomplished through Beis Din, the Sefiras Haomer’s  "ofk"
must be said by each person individually.  One cannot be
yotzei with his friend having him in mind; in other words,
there is no concept of “Shomea Keoneh” by sefira. The

attain - she should go get it!
    Very often, the place you are in affects your views and
attitudes towards life. When a woman has to get all dressed
up every day to go to work, that might cause her to put too
much emphasis on the material. Just being around adults all
day might cause her to not have as much patience for her
children. Being the one who brings in the money might
cause a woman to lose perspective of who she is and what
truly is her role as a Jewish woman. If women today, for
whatever reason, cannot bring the excitement for
Yiddishkeit into their homes in the traditional way as our
Bubbas and elte Bubbas did throughout history, then she
must find another way to get the job done.
     The most important thing a woman can do to prepare for
Kabbolas HaTorah, is to remember who she is and what her
role is in this life of Torah that she is being moser nefesh for.
In all of this mesiras nefesh, let her not lose this identity. 
    Hashem told Moshe, “Give the Torah to the women first,”
because women have the power and ability to create an
atmosphere in which Torah can thrive. This has to be the
focus, the goal, the dream ... and whatever it takes, they will
and must figure out how to get it done. Wishing all of our
men and women a chag kosher v’sameach - and a true
Kabbolas HaTorah that we can all be proud of.

number rather than using our name, to aid him in roll-call.
This (besides now being able to switch seats and have fun at
the teacher’s expense!) diminished any sense of teacher-
student relationship, as we were now reduced to numbers
instead of people. The Torah therefore says “countless”
times, (pun intended!) to be "sep", notice, and "uta", lift up,
each and every Yid. Doing this elevates and encourages
each and every individual, showing him that he does indeed
count and is an integral component of the klal. Imagine if no
less than the gadol b’Yisroel would be tasked with this job.
The confidence of each Yid would be greatly buoyed.
Hence, says the Torah, Moshe Rabbeinu, our leader and
teacher, must be in charge of the counting!  
    Realizing how special and important each and every
member of Klal Yisroel is, will encourage all of us to reach
for the stars and allow ourselves to grow spiritually!

question is obvious. Why with regard to sefira do we make
an exception to the classic rule of “Shomea Keoneh”?
    My machshava is as follows. Sefira, as we know, is a
prelude and hachana to Shavuos and Kabbolas HaTorah.
There was and is a Kabbolas HaTorah collectively, but
equally critical is every individual’s personal Kabbolas
HaTorah. The Medrash in Parshas Vayeitzei tells us clearly










































     Dan Gold became increasingly curious as to exactly who this Bob Jenks was because he wanted to properly show his
appreciation. He found out that Mr. Jenks was a secular Jew and an extremely wealthy man. He also found out that Bob
Jenks’s birthday was coming up in a few weeks and that every year he hosts a big birthday celebration at his estate.
     So on his birthday, the Gold family went to the party to say happy birthday to Mr. Jenks. The birthday celebration was a
hedonistic affair with all types of non-kosher food, women in immodest dress and loud music. The Gold family found Mr.
Jenks in the midst of a crowd of some of his cronies. They wished him a happy birthday but he paid little attention to them.
     Over the next few months Mr. Gold found out that Jenks was a totally assimilated Jew who had married a non-Jewish woman.
He also was a big real estate developer who supported many charitable causes. However, some of these causes were missionary
churches while others were the local Jewish Federation and even some famous Yeshivos and seminaries. One of Mr. Jenks’s
projects was a retirement home with mostly Jewish residents wherein he provided kosher food. The home was in a bad
neighborhood and when gangs started bothering the residents, Mr. Jenks hired his own security company to patrol the area.
     However, Mr. Jenks was a ruthless businessman. As a landlord he would immediately evict any tenant who was late with
their payments. Over the years he had evicted many Jews from their homes. On the other hand, Mr. Jenks’ company gave a
major donation to a local soup kitchen where Jews and non-Jews could find food and shelter. So on the one hand Mr. Jenks
was an assimilated Jew, intermarried, a rather debased person, who evicted people from their homes and supported
missionary work. On the other hand he built up a Jewish community, provided security for them, supported Yeshivos and
federations and soup kitchens. Basically, Mr. Jenks was a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma!
     As the next birthday for Mr. Jenks rolled around, Dan Gold announced to his family that they would be taking what would
now become their annual trip to the big Jenks birthday bash. Their son Avi stated in no uncertain terms that he would not be
going. His father reminded Avi that they owed a great debt of gratitude to Mr. Jenks, however Avi argued that because Mr.
Jenks had evicted Jews from their homes, supported missionaries and was married to a non-Jewish woman, he did not feel he
should go and celebrate Jenks’ birthday. To this, Mr. Gold responded that on the other hand, Mr. Jenks also had some very
positive qualities, like supporting Yeshivos and seminaries, building Jewish communities and giving food to the poor.
     To this Avi responded with a repeat of some of the negatives and anti-Jewish behavior of Mr. Jenks and he said he would
not go celebrate the birthday of such a secular Jew. But Dan Gold, remembering the cave, became very emotional and
responded to his son as follows. “My son, a year ago early in the morning in the cave, you came crying and shaking and
screaming to me that you had no future and that you were going to die. YOU HAD LOST ALL HOPE. This man saved your
life and I don’t care how irreligious he is or how depraved you might think he is, this family and all of our descendents will
celebrate his birthday as a way of thanking Hashem that we are alive.” True ahavas Hashem is hakaras hatov.
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that: "vru,v ,t ihkcen uhv tk wt ost ukhpt ohrxj ktrah uhv ukht".
Even if one was missing - no Kabbolas HaTorah! Because
the Torah needs each and every Yid’s participation and input.
     The Avnei Nezer, R’ Avraham Bornstein zt”l of
Sochatchov,  writes that the reason a Sefer Torah is posul if
it’s missing even ONE letter, is because each letter
corresponds to each Yid. If even one Yid is missing it’s posul.
As we know the word "ktrah" stands for ,uh,ut tuchr ohaa ah"
"vru,k. In addition, if any of the letters are touching one
another it is also posul. Why? The pshat is because the Torah

collectively requires everyone, each individual Yid has a
separate element and task they must accomplish. You
cannot rely on your friend. Each Yid is an olam by himself
and must maximize his potential through Torah. 
     That, perhaps, is why regarding Sefiras Haomer, we
don’t rely on the principle of “Shomea Keoneh”, showing
that by Torah each person, individually, must produce. 
     As the Yom Tov of Shavuos descends upon us, let us be
mispallel "l,ru,c ubekj i,u" and thereby be zoche to hbcu ohbc
,umncu vru,c ohexug ohbc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

that it had not known since the Tanna, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. Together, the two different, yet inseparable aspects of
Torah were revealed to the world by these two Torah personages, and symbolized by the marriage of their children. 
     Tzefas reached a pinnacle of grandeur on that day that would endear it forever to the heart of every Jew.

 //// vru,v i,ub h"tc u,ru, ,t ubk i,bu ohngv kfn ubc rjc rat(vru,v ,frc)
     One of the leaders of the Reform assimilation movement appeared one day in the main Shul of Slutzk. The gabbai, not
recognizing him as someone who mocked all the Jewish traditions and a sinister individual who made every effort to deny
the truth of the Torah, called up the guest to the reading of the Torah. People in the crowd were shocked.
     Surprisingly, the man recited the blessing for the Torah with great fervor. In a loud voice full of meaning he said,
“Blessed is Hashem who chose us from all the nations and gave us His Torah.” There were a number of people who did
recognize him for who he was and knew of his derisive attitude towards Yiddishkeit and the Torah, and they commented
curiously on the intensity with which he had recited the blessing. They asked their Rov about this.
     The Slutzker Rov, R’ Yaakov Dovid Wilowsky zt”l, looked at them and then said with a smile, “It’s pretty clear to
me. This man recited the blessing with such concentration and intensity because he is truly happy that Hashem gave the
Torah to the Jewish people!” He paused for a moment, as the men standing around him looked at him quizzically. He
continued. “We all know that this man has discarded anything and everything that pertains to true Torah Judaism. In his
extreme effort to deny his Jewishness, he has adopted all the customs and practices of the non-Jewish environment. Now
just think, if the Torah had been given to the other nations of the world, as opposed to the Jews, then they would be the
ones observing all the restrictions of Shabbos, they would be keeping kosher and maintaining all the holidays. Instead of
us, the goyim would have all the prohibitions and duties of the Torah!” The Rov winked at the listeners.
     “Imagine what would happen next. In this man’s effort to identify with non-Jews, he would be forced to observe the
Shabbos and keep all the commandments! Although, that would have imposed much hardship and inconvenience upon
him, he would surely have done so, lest he is recognized as actually being Jewish! What a horrendous fate for a person
who subscribes to his world outlook on life!"
     Although it was a sad state of affairs, the Slutzker Rov had his audience laughing, imagining the absurdity of this
scenario. “But, Boruch Hashem,” continued R’ Yaakov Dovid with a sigh, “now that the Torah was given to Bnei Yisroel,
behaving like a non-Jew is quite appealing and convenient for him. Little wonder then, that this person recited the blessing
on the Torah with such an intense fervor, as this is what he truly believes. He is actually quite delighted that the Torah was
given to the Jewish people and not, Heaven forbid, to the gentile nations of the world!”

 //// vru, iht .rt lrs iht ot /.rt lrs iht vru, iht ot 'rnut vhrzg ic rzgkt hcr(zh-d ,uct herp)
      In Michtav M’Eliyahu, R’ Eliyahu Dessler zt”l writes: “The basis of true ahavas Hashem is hakaras hatov.” R’ Michel
Yehuda Lefkowitz zt”l would tell couples, “A husband should show hakaras hatov to his wife and a wife should show
hakaras hatov to her husband. As the Medrash states, “vru,k vnse .rt lrs - Proper behavior comes before the Torah.”
     One sunny spring day Dan and Sarah Gold, decided to take a hike in the mountains near their home. They brought
along their 15-year-old son Avi and their 10-year-old daughter Rachel. While hiking they noticed a shallow cave along the
path and they decided to enter. Soon after they got into the cave they heard a rumbling noise and turned to see that an
avalanche of rocks had fallen down the mountain and blocked up the entrance to the cave except for a small crack at the
top where air and light could come in. At first the family tried to move the heavy boulders in order to escape but soon
realized that this was not possible. Then they tried to use their cell phones to call for help but none of their phones had any
signal. Then they tried screaming for help, hoping that some other hiker would come along and call for help.
     As the day went on and they realized that it was getting darker outside they began to pray because they realized that
they were running short on their limited supply of granola bars and bottled water. However, no matter how much they
worried and however much they prayed, no one was coming to rescue them. As night fell and it began to get cold in the
cave, the Gold family huddled together and tried to go to sleep. It was hard and in the wee hours, Avi woke his father and
began crying and shaking hysterically. He told his father that he believed he was going to die in this cave and all of his
dreams for a future life and family would be lost. His father tried to reassure him that everything would be all right but
soon even his father realized that this was probably not true and that the family was not going to make it out of this cave.
     Then they heard a voice outside knocking on the rocks and asking if anyone was in the cave. The Gold family screamed
for joy because they knew they were saved. Soon, trucks arrived and removed the boulders from the cave. They came out and
saw their savior. The man said his name was Bob Jenks and that he was a real estate developer who was in the area
considering a new construction site. The Gold family thanked Mr. Jenks over and over, and finally went on their way.

 //// wv kt ogv hrcs ,t van cahu vagb wv rcs rat kf urnthu usjh ogv kf ubghu(j-yh ,una)
      Klal Yisroel was united on Har Sinai - not just in a physical sense - but also in a spiritual, emotional, psychological
and meaningful way. The many facets of the Torah, known as P’A’R’D’E’S’ (xsrp) - an acronym for P’shat (literal
meaning), Remez (veiled allusions), D’rash (homiletical interpretation), and Sod (esoteric interpretation) - were all given
at that time and were fully incorporated into the Jewish Nation’s perception and understanding of Kol HaTorah Kula - the
Torah in its entirety. On that awesome and memorable day, Hashem married His most precious possession - the Torah - to
His most beloved people - Bnei Yisroel - and it is a union that remains strong and everlasting forever and ever.
      In 1536, Rabbeinu Yosef Karo zt”l moved from Adrianople to the mystical city of Tzefas. His first wife and their
three children had passed away in 1535 during a plague in Salonika. R’ Yosef’s second wife bore him a son, Shlomo, in
1555, while he was completing the writing of his magnum opus, the Shulchan Aruch. 
    After his second wife passed away, R’ Yosef married the daughter of one of the sages of Jerusalem, who bore him a son
whom he named Yehuda. Shlomo was fifteen years old in the year 1570 when his father, who was already over eighty
years old, felt it was time for him to marry. Tzefas was full of respectable families, fathered by wise Torah sages and
nurtured by righteous women, some with eligible daughters. Who would not be eager to marry his daughter to the son of
the revered author of the Beis Yosef and the Shulchan Aruch? 
     As R’ Yosef considered the potential matches, he learned of a new family who had recently arrived from Egypt with a
daughter of the appropriate age. The girl’s father was an unusual Torah giant who sought to hide his greatness from the
world. However, in the course of a few months in Tzefas, his name and deeds had already spread rapidly from mouth to
mouth. His name was Rabbeinu Yitzchak Luria zt”l, known to the world as the Ariza’l, and his eminence lay in the
realm of mysticism, where revelations were commonplace. His insights into the souls of the living and the dead captivated
many. Most importantly, his saintly personality made him a vessel of light, humble at all times, a true Torah sage. The
Luria family was a paragon of righteousness, and R’ Yosef felt confident that this was the right match for his son. 
     Soon connections were made between the two Torah giants, the match was made, and the city of Tzefas buzzed with
the news of this exceptional shidduch. The engagement party was held at the Luria home. 
    R’ Yosef returned home late that night and told his wife, who had been unable to attend, what had happened. “My dear
wife,” he told her excitedly, “what can I tell you! What can I say of the inner dimensions of Torah and the
commandments! I never would have imagined what fortune was in store for me tonight when I listened to such profound
words of Torah as emanated from the mouth of the saintly Rabbi Yitzchak Luria. It is absolutely unimaginable that a
human being has such depth of perception. Even an angel does not know what he knows....” 
     R’ Yosef stopped to catch his breath, his face glowing with excitement. “Truly,” he continued, his eyes aglow, “his soul
must be descended from one of the early prophets, for even the greatest of Talmudic Sages could not attain that which he
has. And yet, my beloved wife, on that very account I am greatly afraid for him. Our generation has fallen too low to
absorb the radiance of his saintliness, and I fear that he might all too soon be taken away from us.” The marriage was to be
in 1570, with the whole city participating in the festivities. Indeed, the words of R’ Yosef Karo were prophetic for on the
fifth of Av, 1572, the holy Ariza’l left this world at the age of 38, and a veil of darkness covered the earth.
     The wedding in Tzefas was memorable. Not only was it the joyous beginning of the formation of a new home in Israel,
but in a less tangible way, it was almost as if the two aspects of our single Torah, the hidden and the revealed, were united.
R’ Yosef Karo, blessed with secrets of the Torah which the maggid had revealed to him, was the paragon of the revealed
Torah. He succeeded in uniting the Jewish people through a codified halacha in a way that had not been achieved since
the time of Rambam. The Ariza’l, for his part, gave the esoteric, mystical side of Torah a new direction and dimension


