
 /// ofu,c h,bfau asen hk uagu(j-vf) 
,uhbp tkk ohna oak vsucgv ,cuj -

    tsuxhv ,t itf ubhsnkn h"ar /vause ,hc hnak uagu 'asen hk uagu :h"ar
u,buuf if ot tkt ostv ka una kg ,treb vsucgv ihta tuvu /wv ,sucgc hrehgv
uh,uch,c vduvv kfu 'uhktn arupn vrutfk tuv cu,fv iuak vbvs /,"havk v�f�z
obumr tkuku ',"hav oak ovh,ukugp kf uag u,gac huuhmv ,t unhhea ukta ihcn
h"ar vtr ,tz kfcu /rcsc ohexug kkf uhv tk ,"havk vause ka ,hc ohevk

 ,uch,v ka iuufnv ,t arpk iufbkwwwwhhhhkkkk    uuuuaaaagggguuuuwwwww tuv vbuufva wwwwhhhhnnnnaaaakkkkrcsv ,nt hf /
okut 'u,nev ,ftknc kkf ohexug uhv tk ifan urucg ohevk ,"hav huuhm tkuka
,jb rrugk tuv vbucv ka ubumr ,hkf,a vshgn vftknv omg iht huuhmv rjt od
vrahu ifanv oeuha rjt hf 'u,tbvku u,cuyk tuv u,buuf tnau 'lrc,h unak jur
vsh kg ufzhu 'vbhfav uhzn ,ubvk ohbu,j,v ufzh ohbu,j,c u,bhfa ,t v"cev

g,vkucgc htkhg dubg,ku ,unr ,udrsnc ,ukarpnv h"arpk ubt oheuez f"g /wv ,s
v,hv o,buuf kfu 'asuev ,sucgc uexgaf vghdbu vhbp kf ekxk kyuv ohbucv kga

/jur ,jb uhbpk rrugku ohbu,j,c u,ufkn lhanvk wv oak er ,uhvk vfhrm
v thv ubhbpka trenca ,hjmbv vsuebv vbvu    wwwwhhhhnnnnaaaakkkk    hhhhkkkkwwwwubta vn kfca ubhhv '

od vfzha hsf tku 'uhbpk jur ,jb ,uagk vbuuf lu,n er vhv, ,"havk ohaug
 ubtmn uktv ohrcsf /runtf ',hbjur vtbv tk od 'vtbv ,cuy vzhtk vaugvrrrrppppxxxxcccc

wwwwaaaa""""cccchhhhrrrrvvvv    ,,,,ttttuuuuuuuummmmwwwwtuva vzc cuajh 'vagha rcs kfcuw :k"zu (th ,ut ,urah ,udvbv) 
dubg, vhvha vag ot whpt ygn ukhpt unmg lrumk tku w,h utruck jur ,jb vaug

 

vntu ucjr hmju vntu ufrt hmju oh,nt ohya hmg iurt uagu
 /// u,ne hmju(h-vf)vru,v ,ufzc eru lt 'ihhfz htnc ohab - 

    ach,f iurtv ,hhagc kct 'shjh iuakc ",hagu" ch,f ifan hkf ,hhag kf
wrp vcr) arsnv vz kg sng rcfu ?vz hubhak ogyv vn c"mu 'ohcr iuakc - "uagu"
uagu ch,f iurtcu ,hagu ch,f vktv ohkfv kfc vn hbpn 'iurt uagu" :k"zu (c 'sk
okuf ufzha hsf iurtc uexghu kfv utch v"cev k"t ouka r"c vsuvh r"t 'iurt
r,f 'vru, r,fu vbuvf r,fu ,ufkn r,f 'ov ohr,f wd htjuh ic iugna r"t 'vru,k
cvz rz uc ch,fs jcznv vz 'vbuvf r,f 'chcx cvz rz uc ch,fs ijkav vz ,ufkn
rnuk tkt rz ohtrebu rz ohc,fb vnk 'cvz rz uc ch,fs iurtv vz vru, r,fu 'chcx
iurtcu uk ,hagu ch,f ikufc vn hbpnu 'rz utk otu rz uk ohagb vfuz ost ot lk
vfz uktf vru,k ost vfz ikufn r,uh vkugn vru, r,fa lsnkk uhkg uagu ch,f
vfkk kufh sjtu sjt kfa ouan ubhhv "uagu" irtvc ch,fa ogyv hrv /f"g '"ikufk

/vausev vru,v kkfc sjtu sjt kfk ekj ahu 'vru,k
,ufzc eru lt tcv okugk oekjk ufz, if od ohab ukhpta 'sug z"g ;hxuvk ahu     
?ihhfz htnc ohab :thhj hcrk cr vhk rnt" :(t 'zh) ,ufrcc t,ht vbvs /vru,v

  

vzc jur ,jb vauga cuajh vagha rcs kfcu 'unmg lrumk uvz 'u,sucgc
vnku 'ehru kcv hf 'u,tbv lrumk ygn ukhpt u,cajnc cuajh tku 'vbhfavk
',uehcsc sucgk kfuha hsf ,ubfvu ohrcs vnf vaug ot odu 'u,tbvk vagh
u,sucg kf vhv,a rehg er 'unmg lrumk scug vz od 'uz vsucgc dubg, uk vhvhu

/k"fg 'wunmg lrumk vhvh tk ygn ukhpt 'vbhfav lrumk
ohscgf uhv, ktw :(d 't ,uct) urntc ufux aht xubdhybt tb,v ,buuf uvz    
tka crv ,t ihananv ohscgf uuv tkt 'xrp kcek ,bn kg crv ,t ihananv
uhrcs kkfc hrva 'hnad rfa kg teus rchs tk xubdhybt /wxrp kcek ,bn kg
uhzn ohbvbu ohcauh ohehsm 'vrmuhk vnabv ,cre ot hf ubhta 'tcv okug hhj od

 /uz ,hkgb vryn oak utruck ostv sucgha hutrv in ubht f"pgtu 'vbhfav
 k"zu    oooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvhbhrv rnt, tna 'ohbuatrv ohnfj urntw :(s-h vcua, wkv) 

okugc rfa kceta khcac 'hcr treta khcac 'rhag vhvta khcac vru, snuk
tkt uag, tk ohaug o,ta vn kf 'oav ,t vcvtk (dh 'th ohrcs) k", 'tcv
tku '(t 'che ohkv,) stn .pj uh,uumnc (/yh z"ug) ohnfj urnt sugu 'vcvtn
'sujhc ovhkhfanu ovhshnk, hbucbk ohuumn ohnfjv hkusd uhv ifu 'uh,umn rfac
hutr crv tuva hbpn tkt '(d 't ,uct) wufu crv ,t ohananv ohscgf uhv, kt
kg /wv ,sucgc hrehgv suxhv tuv vz ihbg /k"fg 'wvcvtn uscg rnukf 'uanak
uh,ukugp kf sjhhku u,buufu u,cajn lfzk vfz tka sug kfa ,gsk ostv

///,ntc vumn oua ouhec vfz tk ihhsgu ',"hav ,t sucgk vfz tk ,"havk
 unhhxc cu,fv ,buuf rhpa icun runtv hp kg        ''''wwwwuuuuffffuuuu,,,,cccc    hhhh,,,,bbbbffffaaaauuuuwwwwcu,fv iuuhfa

vghdbu vhbp oua hkcn lrc,h unak ifanv ,hhbcc vbuufv vhv, ot era rnuk
 /u,bhfa uc vrah zt eru ,"havk humr ,hcv vhvh zt

u,ts sg uvhhrcdk ihrybu 'ibcr hc uvhhrcd hhub,tcu 't,ahbf hck uvhhbc hhuretc
ah hrv - ihhfz htnc ohab wndv ,haue uvn 'oharpnv kf uaevu /f"g '"ibcr hcn
kg odu 'tnrd inzv ihta vag ,umn kfc ihchhj ov hrv ',umn vnfu vnf ovk

?ukt ,umn ouhe rfac tcv okugk ,ufzk kufh f"tu 'vru,ca ihag, tk kf
kgu 'tcv okugk ,ufzk rapt ht vru, ka ,ufzv hkcs 'oharpnv kf urthcu     
if ot 'vru, ka ,ufzv ovk ihtu 'vru, ,usnuk ohabv ihts iuhfs 'wndv vaev vz
,ufzc tcv okugk ufzh ohabv oda vzc 'wndv .rh, vz kgu /tcv okugk ufzh vnc
,ufz hkcu /ovhbcu ovhkgc ka i,ru,c ,ufz ovk aha vz hsh kg ubhhvu 'vru,v
ohabv odu 'vru, ka vz ,hkf,k trcb okugva /tcv okugk ufzh tk vru, ka

/tcv okugk vfzk ,ufz lv lhrm
ovhbc rucg ohkkp,n ',ca rb ,eksv ,gac ohaba 'vsueb sug ;hxuvk ahu    
ohnfj ohbc hbcu ohbc ksdk hbfzu" vkhp,v iuakf ohnfj hshnk, ,uhvk ufzha
tuv hrv ',ca kcen sjtafs 'rnuk vtrbu ?kkp,vk inzv uvz gusn c"mu '"wudu
vru,v rucg tuv okugv ,thrc ka ,hkf, rehgu 'okugv ,t trc v"ceva shgn
vnhka vbuntc ohbhntnu ohrhfn ova vgac teus vz ogyn f"gu 'vausev
hshnk, ohbck ,ufzk kkp,vk iumr ,gv tuva vgav tuv 'okugv ,thrcc

!vz vkhp,k iumr ,g tuv f"gu 'ukuf okugv kfc ,hkf,v uvza 'ohnfj

ivn ,jt uk rhzjvu vyurpc ,usudt h,a kzd""  - Rava asks a shaila: if one stole 2 bundles that are worth 1 vyurp and returns only one of them to
the kzdb, do we say that now there does not remain in his possession a stolen object worth a peruta and there is no vcav ihs on it, or do we say he
has not completed his vcav cuhj because it wasn’t completely returned? Rava answers, "itf iht vcav itf iht vkhzd". This means there isn’t any
vkhzd left by him (which would now allow him to bring his oat icre), but he also hasn’t completed his vcav ihs. The  [wc 't"p vkhzd wkv]o"cnr
writes, "vru,v in tuva kf kuzdk ruxt" - even though the rugha to be kuzd, tk rcug is a vyurp, if one stole less than a vyurp he is rcug; there is
just no vcav ihs. The o"cnr also says [wc 't"p vchbd 'kv] that vchbd is tuva kfc ruxt, but doesn’t give a reason. The lknk vban explains (both
halachos) that one isrcug on less than a vyurp vua because of vru,v in ruxt rugha hmj. The vban shdn adds that if we are certain that the item
is so inconsequential that most people are not shpen about it, it would be totally r,un. But the hnkaurh says it’s ,ushxj ,sn ouan ruxt.
    The lubhj [ke vumn] explains based on the Gemara [/zb ihrsvbx] that in order to be chhj to return an item, it must be worth a vyurp. Less than
that, even though one is oiver the utk (because of rugha hmj), there is no vcav ihs because as ceghu 'ejmh 'ovrct hbc we are "ohchsb hbc ohchsb".
Even a ktrahca hbg if something was stolen from him, he will be kjun if it’s less than a vyurp and not be concerned with its return. The ,jbn
lubhj points out that if the reason there is no vcav ihs on less than a vyurp is because of vkhjn, then if the kzdb was a iye that is not a vkhjn rc
or even if he is a kusd but is not aware of the theft (so he can’t be kjun), it would seem that there should be a vcav cuhj, yet we don’t find this
eukhj anywhere? The j"jbn references the orpt vbjn, who brings proof that there would be no eukhj if the kzdb was aware or not. a"hhg
    The  [wu ,ut jbr vumn]lubhj ,jbn  says "yuap hk vtrb", if one stole a vyurp hmj and the kzdb found out about it and he later stole another hmj
vyurp, he would be ruyp on the vcav of these 2 halves, because there was a vghsh in between and he was kjun on the first vyurp hmj, the 2
halves are not ;rymn. But if one stole a vyurp hmj and before the kzdb knew about it, he stole another half peruta, the 2 halves would be ;rymn to
a whole vyurp and there would be a vcav cuhj. In  [t"k, ,ut ',ufn]hexczur a"rdv hrugha , he brings from the z"hrd that vchbd is ruxt because of
the vagnv omg, therefore there is no difference if one was cbud 1 vyurp or 100 dollars, he will only be oiver one utk on that action. That is why the
o"cnrv iuak is: "rcug vkgnku vyurp vuan cbudv kf", to say there is no difference between a vyurp vua or any amount above it. However, the
vkhzd ruxht is because of the outcome (vtmu,v ouan) which is the loss you caused the kzdb, consequently you are oiver the utk for every vyurp
that you steal, that’s why in vkhzd wkv the o"cnr uses the iuak of "rcug vyurp vua kzudv kf", to say there is a separate ruxht for each vyurp.         

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Betzalel Rudinsky shlita (Mishkan Betzalel) would say:
    “wruvy cvz ,rbn ,haguw - Rashi notes that Moshe had a hard time making the Menorah. Why was the Menorah
specifically the utensil he had a hard time with? The Menorah symbolizes Torah wisdom. Hashem wanted Moshe (and
Bnei Yisroel) to know that when one is committed to learning Torah, Hashem will make it possible for him to achieve,
even if natural means seem impossible. Hence, even if Moshe could not “figure it out” Hashem would bring it to him.”

A Wise Man would say: “Take care of your body. It’s the only place you have to live.”                                                                  
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrus in the Kitchen.  The Jewish Kitchen (96)
Wine Affected by a Non-Observant Jew. We find in certain
areas of halacha (1) that one who  desecrates Shabbos publicly
has the chumros of a gentile. The Chazon Ish (2) describes this
as a Rabbinic penalty. [Of course he is not deemed a gentile to
cause leniencies and if he marries a Jewish woman in front of
kosher witnesses it is a valid kiddushin.] What is the halacha if
a non-observant Jew touches or pours uncooked wine? At first
glance it would seem to be permitted. The reasons for
prohibiting wine touched by a gentile is to keep Jews away
from gentiles in order that we do not come to intermarry by
taking their daughters. This does not apply to a non-frum Jew
whose frum daughter we are permitted to marry. Another
reason is that a gentile might have shaken the wine as a form
of idol-worship. Most non-observant Jews do not pour wine
for idols and this reason also does not seem to apply.
Nevertheless, the Beis Yosef (3) brings from the Teshuvos
HaRashba (4) that a Jew who desecrates Shabbos in front of

      

ten Jews, or in a way that he knows that it will become public
knowledge, will prohibit the uncooked wine. The reason (5) is
that once the sages gave him the dinim of a gentile, it is a
general decree even when the reasons do not apply.
An Exception. The Mishna Berura (6) rules that if a person
desecrates Shabbos, but would be embarrassed to do so in front
of  a Talmid Chacham, he is not considered a mumar and will
not prohibit the wine that he touches or pours.  
Extent of the Issur. The Chazon Ish writes (7) that
non-observant Jews who are not known to worship idols will
only prohibit the wine to drink, but other benefits are permitted. 
Nowadays. Non-observant Jews who desecrate Shabbos
because they were never exposed to basic Jewish beliefs, like a
Tinok Shenishba, are not deemed to be akin to gentiles, and will
not cause uncooked wine to become prohibited. Rav Elyashiv
zt”l, however, ruled that such Jews in Israel, where they have close
exposure to Yiddishkeit, will assur wine. Outside Israel, a Rav has
to know the circumstances and rule on a case-by-case basis.   

 



   Hashem gives us His instructions how to build a home in which He can dwell here among His beloved people. Today we no
longer have a Mishkan or a Bais HaMikdash. But we do have our miniature Batei Mikdash, the Jewish homes we build. In
order to bring Shechina into one’s miniature Bais HaMikdash there are many, many sacrifices that must be brought. In the
Mishkan there wasn’t one mizbeach, there were two! One was big and one was small, because sometimes we must make big
sacrifices and sometimes smaller ones, but it is crucial in order to truly bring the Shechina into the home.
    At the funeral of the Rebbitzen of R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l, he got up to eulogize his wife and said the most
astounding words. “Usually at the levaya of a spouse, one asks mechila from the niftar. I have NOTHING to ask you mechila
for, and you have NOTHING to ask me mechila for! We lived together for 60 years according to the Shulchan Aruch!”
     A Talmid came over to him after the levaya and asked, “Rebbi, did you never disagree on anything? In 60 years, you never
had an argument?” R’ Shlomo Zalman answered, “Did we ever disagree? Yes, we did! But we never had an argument! We
were different people with very different opinions, but we were always mechabed each other and we never argued!”
    It is said that when R’ Shlomo Zalman went into the yichud room with his new kallah, he told her, “When two people get
married, there are often differences of opinions and disagreements between a husband and wife. I want to tell you now, that if
we ever have a disagreement - you are right!” R’ Shlomo Zalman understood that he was going to build a Mishkan for Hashem
and certain things are just inappropriate in a Mishkan. His goal from the first moment until the very end was to bring the
Shechina into his home. And that is exactly what he did. He created a place for Hashem to reside and truly fulfilled the mitzvas
asei of "ofu,c h,bfau asen hk uagu". He modeled for all of Klal Yisroel the true meaning of building a Mishkan for Hashem.

     The posuk tells us that there were a total of ten pieces of material comprising the bottom-most section of the yerios, the
curtains, that were hanging in the Mishkan. Five were sewn together and they were then connected with loops and hooks,
five- to-five, a total of ten altogether. The question is: why couldn’t all ten be sewn together? What is the significance of
each unit of five being basically separate and then attached via the hooks?  
   Perhaps we can answer this question as follows: as we know, the Mishkan is a metaphor for a human being. Chazal tell
us: vbct ifan hcckc. And perhaps, it is metaphorical in general, for Am Yisroel as well. Klal Yisroel includes many different
stripes and types of Yidden - Jews of all walks of life - each with different strengths and weaknesses. The avoda is to unite
all factions in the service of Hashem. We must all use our strengths together, to serve Hakadosh Boruch Hu. Thus, in the
Mishkan as well, there were different segments of the curtains, and they were all connected with these hooks. The Seforno
sums this up in one concise sentence: "obue iumr ,uagk sjt rsxc ,ursuxn /// ,uua h,kc ,udhrsn ,uhv og hf".
    Further in the parsha the posuk says "ohxrev ,j, ,frpv ,t ,,bu". The curtain of the Kodesh Hakadoshim were directly
underneath these ohxre - the golden hooks The Chasam Sofer zt”l explains the significance: it symbolizes that if there is
achdus, a unification with these hooks, we can all reach the madreigah of the "ohasev asue" - the Holiest of Holies.
     Additionally, the Baal HaTurim writes that each unit of five corresponds to each set of luchos, five on one side and five on
the other side. Perhaps a machshava pertaining to this can be as follows: These yerios served as the roof of the Mishkan. To
bring the Shechina into our dwelling places and subsequently into our homes, we must build these edifices al pi HaTorah
equating both ouenk ost ihc and urhcjk ost ihc. Yehi Ratzon, that we should all be zoche to accomplish this lofty ideal.               

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 /// vbc v,t rat vzv ,hcv(ch-u wt ohfkn)

/// ofu,c h,bfau asen hk uagu(j-vf) 

 ,ghrh ,t ,rcju cvz hxre ohanj ,hagu
 /// sjt ifanv vhvu ohxrec v,j kt vat(u-uf)

 /// uag, ifu uhkf kf ,hbc, ,tu ifanv ,hbc, ,t l,ut vtrn hbt rat kff(y-vf)
   The design of the structure of the Mishkan, with all its myriad details and fine points, was a Divine design. This applies
not only to the general plan, but also to its vessels, including the finest details regarding the construction materials, and all
the various parts that connect the boards to the curtains, as well as all the details of the various vessels. Knowing how to
bring all the materials together to consummate the Divine plan took a human with a deeper understanding of Torah insight.
    At the turn of the 20th century, members of the old Yishuv of Jerusalem embarked on an ambitious initiative to build a
new Jewish hospital, the first one to be constructed outside the Old City. Concerns over hygiene and public health plagued
the daily lives of the residents in the Yishuv. Grinding poverty, malnutrition, squalid living conditions and a dearth of
adequate health care facilities, facilitated the spread of disease. A plot of land was purchased on the outskirts of the small
Sha’are Tzedek neighborhood and the hospital built on it would eventually assume the name of the neighborhood. 
     One of the residents of Meah Shearim, Reb Yaakov Mann, was well known in Jerusalem as an architect and builder of
homes. Reb Yaakov had arrived in Eretz Yisroel around his Bar Mitzvah age, but he had already earned a reputation as a
genius and a Torah scholar. He captivated the resident Talmidei Chachamim of Jerusalem even at so young an age and he
was accepted as a talmid of the Kutna Rov zt”l. His brilliant mind understood architecture, planning, materials and
contracting and he had a hand in the construction of almost all the neighborhoods in Jerusalem which were built after the
Jewish settlement began leaving the city-within-the-walls, gaining new expertise with each additional project. 
     While working on the construction plans of Sha’arei Tzedek Hospital, built for the eminent Dr. Moshe Wallach, Reb
Yaakov maintained a fluid correspondence with the hospital administration in Germany. The officials there marveled at
his excellent blueprints and comprehensive knowledge in building. One of the members of the administration wrote to
him, asking where he had studied the advanced architecture and engineering necessary for his profession. In all due
respect, Reb Yaakov felt obliged to answer but his reply was curt and pointed: “My school of higher education was
Masechet Eruvin with the commentaries of Rashi and Tosfos.” 
     When the actual construction was completed, Reb Yaakov affixed the mezuzos upon all the doorposts but contrary to
custom, nailed them vertically instead of diagonally. When the pious Dr. Wallach noticed this aberration, he brought him
to task. Reb Yaakov replied, “To the best of my knowledge, the entire building lies on a slant due to the topography here. I
did my best to put the mezuzos straight so that they would lie on the true diagonal - and you wish to improve on this?”
     Dr. Wallach was not satisfied with this reply for he complained to the Chief Rabbi, R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld zt”l.
Upon hearing that Reb Yaakov was in charge of the construction and that he had placed the mezuzos in an unusual
position, the latter dismissed his concerns and replied, “When Reb Yaakov does something, he knows what he is doing.” 
   Upon completion, Sha’are Tzedek was the most beautiful building in Jerusalem, and its spacious wards and grounds
made it the largest state-of-the-art facility in the city. The ceremonial opening took place on January 27, 1902, the birthday
of Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II. Dr. Wallach was appointed the general director and chief physician of the hospital. His
dream to have the most modern medical facility in the country, with high hygienic standards, a quarantine ward for
infectious diseases, vaccinations, and even a dairy to provide fresh milk for the patients, was finally coming true.
    According to the original building plans, the construction should have taken four years to complete but for a number of
reasons, it dragged out for over six years. As the contractor in charge of the building project, Reb Yaakov Mann was
compensated for five years of work, however, he returned the salary of the fifth year for fear that his laxity had perhaps
caused the delay. Since returning the money in a lump sum was too difficult, he repaid it in monthly installments.                  

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

 /// uck ubcsh rat aht kf ,tn vnur, hk ujehu(c-vf)
llllyyyynnnn: Mr. Tauber was a wealthy businessman. He worked
hard for his money and was very meticulous about giving
charity. Due to his wealthy status, he developed a connection
with many leading torah personalities. One day in a private
audience with HaGaon R’ Aaron Leib Steinman zt”l, he
posed a question that had been on his mind for a long time. 
    “The Rav knows that the situation today is very different
than it used to be. Today I receive so many requests for
kollelim. What could be the cause of the phenomena that
today there so many more kollelim than there used to be?”
   Known for his sharp and keen comprehension, R’
Steinman quipped: “I’d like to ask you a question,”
    “Sure,” responded Mr. Tauber.
   R’ Steinman looked him in the eye and said: “Why are there

so many wealthy Jews nowadays? It never used to be like
that. The answer is that there are so many wealthy Jews
because there are so many kollelim that need to be supported.
If there were less kollelim, there’d be less wealthy Jews.”
    Mr. Tauber got the hint!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Our parsha marks a turning point in the relationship
between Hashem and Am Yisroel. Until now the Jewish
people had been recipients, virtually everything they had
experienced had been G-d-given. He redeemed them from
Egypt and liberated them from slavery. He led them through
the wilderness and created a path for them through the sea.
He gave them food and drink. Now, however, with the
Mishkan, Hashem gave them a chance to be “givers.” He
taught them the tremendous merit of being a “giver.” We too
have the choice to make that decision. Do we want to be a
giver or do we want Hashem to turn the wheel?

  The Navi quotes the words of Hashem to Shlomo
HaMelech: “With regard to this House that you are building.”
But the Bais Hamikdash had already been fully built by that
time, so why did Hashem refer to the holy temple as “you
are building” rather than having already been built?
    R’ Tzvi Hirsch Ferber zt”l (Kerem HaTzvi) explains
that while we often associate holiness with spirituality and
mundane with physicality, in reality both can be physical and
spiritual. A mundane matter may actually have glimmers of
spirituality and matters of holiness can be presented in a
physical manner. He explains that the purpose of a building
such as the Bais HaMikdash was for it to be a magnificent
spiritual structure in the holiest place on this earth - thereby

enabling the holy Divine spirit to spread to all. In essence it
was the perfect fusion of the physical and spiritual, for the
crafting of such a building is indeed endless and continues
long after the physical structure is already built. As such, the
specificity of Hashem’s words was meant to teach Shlomo
HaMelech that even though the Bais HaMikdash was fully
constructed of physical bricks and stones, it was nevertheless
still under construction from a spiritual perspective.
   This obviously serves as a lesson for every Jew. Even when
we think we may have conquered our personal struggles, it is
important to remember that just like the Bais HaMikdash,
working on ourselves and bettering our character is a lifelong
“construction project,” and working on it never ceases.
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