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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Kashrusin the Kitchen. The Jewish Kitchen (96)
Wine Affected by a Non-Observant Jew. We find in certain
areas of halacha (1) that one who desecrates Shabbos publicly
has the chumros of a gentile. The Chazon Ish (2) describes this
as a Rabbinic penalty. [Of course he is not deemed a gentile to
cause leniencies and if he marries a Jewish woman in front of
kosher witnesses it is a valid kiddushin.] What is the halacha if
a non-observant Jew touches or pours uncooked wine? At first
glance it would seem to be permitted. The reasons for
prohibiting wine touched by a gentile is to keep Jews away
from gentiles in order that we do not come to intermarry by
taking their daughters. This does not apply to a non-frum Jew
whose frum daughter we are permitted to marry. Another
reason is that a gentile might have shaken the wine as a form
of idol-worship. Most non-observant Jews do not pour wine
for idols and this reason also does not seem to apply.
Nevertheless, the Beis Yosef 3) brings from the Teshuvos
HaRashba @) that a Jew who desecrates Shabbos in front of
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ten Jews, or in a way that he knows that it will become public
knowledge, will prohibit the uncooked wine. The reason () is
that once the sages gave him the dinim of a gentile, it is a
general decree even when the reasons do not apply.

An Exception. The Mishna Berura () rules that if a person
desecrates Shabbos, but would be embarrassed to do so in front
of a Talmid Chacham, he is not considered a mumar and will
not prohibit the wine that he touches or pours.

Extent of the Issur. The Chazon Ish writes (7) that
non-observant Jews who are not known to worship idols will
only prohibit the wine to drink, but other benefits are permitted.
Nowadays. Non-observant Jews who desecrate Shabbos
because they were never exposed to basic Jewish beliefs, like a
Tinok Shenishba, are not deemed to be akin to gentiles, and will
not cause uncooked wine to become prohibited. Rav Elyashiv
2”1, however, ruled that such Jews in Israel, where they have close
exposure to Yiddishkeit, will assur wine. Outside Israel, a Rav has
to know the circumstances and rule on a case-by-case basis.
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TS PN D I IRmes MmN mw S - Rava asks a shaila; if one stole 2 bundles that are worth 1 Moo and retums only one of them to
the 5w, do we say that now there does not remain in his possession a stolen object worth a peruta and there is no nawn y7on it, or do we say he
has not completed his nawn avn because it wasn't completely retured? Rava answers, "o px nawn o px 9wy, This means there isn't any
nom left by him (which would now allow him to bring his owx y2), but he also hasn't completed his nawn 7. The 819 ['2 X's N Y1)
writes, "nmmn 1 XY 5 /b N - even though the < to be Smm &S 1wy is @ Ny, if one stole less than a NV he is 1; there is
just no nawn 7. The o"am also says ['2,N"s i 5n] that N is Minw 952 o, but doesn't give a reason. The q9n2 mwn explains (both
halachos) that one is72w on less than a v mw because of MmN ya Mox Mww 3N, The Mwn P adds that if we are certain that the item
is S0 inconsequential that most people are not Papn about it, it would be totally “mwa. But the »mbey says it's mmon nmn own nox.

The p»n [5p mxn] explains based on the Gemara [ y~7mo] that in order to be 2»n to return an item, it must be worth a noa. Less than
that, even though one is oiver the Wb (because of mww »xn), there is N0 Nawn Y7 because as apym PNy, DN"IN NI We are "D M DY
Even a Sxaeraw »y if something was stolen from him, he will be 5rwn if it's less than a noa and not be concemned with its retumn. The nnan
‘0 points out that if the reason there is no mawn Y7 on less than a moma is because of N>, then if the Sy was a yop that is not a nonn 2
or even if he is a v but is not aware of the theft (so he can't be 5rwn), it would seem that there should be a nawn avn, yet we don't find this
m>nanywhere? The n'nn references the oax 13nm, who brings proof that there would be no o if the Swy was aware or not. w'»y

The wn nhamn [ i N7 M) says "wa » ', if one stole a noa »xn and the v found out about it and he later stole another »xn
o8, he would be s on the nawn of these 2 halves, because there was a Ny in between and he was i on the first no1na »sn, the 2
halves are not qnvsi. But if one stole a noa »xn and before the 5w knew about it, he stole another half peruta, the 2 halves would be 9roxn to
a whole noa and there would be a mawn avn. In ypoaw YN MY [NON T, o), he brings from the 1'v93 that N is o because of
the nwynn oxy, therefore there is no difference if one was am 1 s or 100 dollars, he will only be oiver one w5 on that action. That is why the
"0 PYY is: "y Ny noMa Mmwn 1mn 9", to say there is no difference between a nova mw or any amount above it. However, the
N> Mo is because of the outcome (mxsinin o) which is the loss you caused the 5w, consequently you are oiver the Wb for every noma
that you steal, that's why in nov on the ©"2137 uses the YW of "2 NV MW Syn 95", to say there is a separate o for each nvMA.

,0"apHa ﬂNPBD (5) vYP3 (4) N0 1P
R’ Betzalel Rudinsky shlita (Mishkan Betzalel) would say: YoR YR 7)meY 1) 4 v
“Mno am nn ey - Rashi notes that Moshe had a hard time making the Menorah. Why was the Menorah
specifically the utensil he had a hard time with? The Menorah symbolizes Torah wisdom. Hashem wanted Moshe (and
Bnei Yisroel) to know that when one is committed to learning Torah, Hashem will make it possible for him to achieve,
even if natural means seem impossible. Hence, even if Moshe could not “figure it out” Hashem would bring it to him.”
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The design of the structure of the Mishkan, with all its myriad details and fine points, was a Divine design. This applies
not only to the general plan, but also to its vessels, including the finest details regarding the construction materials, and all
the various parts that connect the boards to the curtains, as well as all the details of the various vessels. Knowing how to
bring all the materials together to consummate the Divine plan took a human with a deeper understanding of Torah insight.

At the turn of the 20th century, members of the old Yishuv of Jerusalem embarked on an ambitious initiative to build a
new Jewish hospital, the first one to be constructed outside the Old City. Concerns over hygiene and public health plagued
the daily lives of the residents in the Yishuv. Grinding poverty, malnutrition, squalid living conditions and a dearth of
adequate health care facilities, facilitated the spread of disease. A plot of land was purchased on the outskirts of the small
Sha’are Tzedek neighborhood and the hospital built on it would eventually assume the name of the neighborhood.

One of the residents of Meah Shearim, Reb Yaakov Mann, was well known in Jerusalem as an architect and builder of
homes. Reb Yaakov had arrived in Eretz Yisroel around his Bar Mitzvah age, but he had already earned a reputation as a
genius and a Torah scholar. He captivated the resident Talmidei Chachamim of Jerusalem even at so young an age and he
was accepted as a falmid of the Kutna Rov z¢#”’l. His brilliant mind understood architecture, planning, materials and
contracting and he had a hand in the construction of almost all the neighborhoods in Jerusalem which were built after the
Jewish settlement began leaving the city-within-the-walls, gaining new expertise with each additional project.

While working on the construction plans of Sha’arei Tzedek Hospital, built for the eminent Dr. Moshe Wallach, Reb
Yaakov maintained a fluid correspondence with the hospital administration in Germany. The officials there marveled at
his excellent blueprints and comprehensive knowledge in building. One of the members of the administration wrote to
him, asking where he had studied the advanced architecture and engineering necessary for his profession. In all due
respect, Reb Yaakov felt obliged to answer but his reply was curt and pointed: “My school of higher education was
Masechet Eruvin with the commentaries of Rashi and Tosfos.”

When the actual construction was completed, Reb Yaakov affixed the mezuzos upon all the doorposts but contrary to
custom, nailed them vertically instead of diagonally. When the pious Dr. Wallach noticed this aberration, he brought him
to task. Reb Yaakov replied, “To the best of my knowledge, the entire building lies on a slant due to the topography here. I
did my best to put the mezuzos straight so that they would lie on the true diagonal - and you wish to improve on this?”

Dr. Wallach was not satisfied with this reply for he complained to the Chief Rabbi, R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld z¢”’l.
Upon hearing that Reb Yaakov was in charge of the construction and that he had placed the mezuzos in an unusual
position, the latter dismissed his concerns and replied, “When Reb Yaakov does something, he knows what he is doing.”

Upon completion, Sha’are Tzedek was the most beautiful building in Jerusalem, and its spacious wards and grounds
made it the largest state-of-the-art facility in the city. The ceremonial opening took place on January 27, 1902, the birthday
of Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II. Dr. Wallach was appointed the general director and chief physician of the hospital. His
dream to have the most modern medical facility in the country, with high hygienic standards, a quarantine ward for

infectious diseases, vaccinations, and even a dairy to provide fresh milk for the patients, was finally coming true.
According to the original building plans, the construction should have taken four years to complete but for a number of
reasons, it dragged out for over six years. As the contractor in charge of the building project, Reb Yaakov Mann was

compensated for five years of work, however, he returned the salary of the fifth year for fear that his laxity had perhaps Y

caused the delay. Since returning the money in a lump sum was too difficult, he repaid it in monthly installments.

(-1/R ) ..

The Navi quotes the words of Hashem to Shlomo
HaMelech: “With regard to this House that you are building.”
But the Bais Hamikdash had already been fully built by that
time, so why did Hashem refer to the holy temple as “you
are building” rather than having already been built?

R’ Tzvi Hirsch Ferber zt”’l (Kerem HaTzvi) explains
that while we often associate holiness with spirituality and
mundane with physicality, in reality both can be physical and
spiritual. A mundane matter may actually have glimmers of
spirituality and matters of holiness can be presented in a
physical manner. He explains that the purpose of a building
such as the Bais HaMikdash was for it to be a magnificent
spiritual structure in the holiest place on this earth - thereby
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enabling the holy Divine spirit to spread to all. In essence it
was the perfect fusion of the physical and spiritual, for the
crafting of such a building is indeed endless and continues
long after the physical structure is already built. As such, the

specificity of Hashem’s words was meant to teach Shlomo |\

HaMelech that even though the Bais HaMikdash was fully
constructed of physical bricks and stones, it was nevertheless
still under construction from a spiritual perspective.

This obviously serves as a lesson for every Jew. Even when
we think we may have conquered our personal struggles, it is
important to remember that just like the Bais HaMikdash,
working on ourselves and bettering our character is a lifelong
“construction project,” and working on it never ceases.
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he posuk tells us that there were a total of ten pieces of material comprising the bottom-most section of the yerios, the

s avonue matey oy s SJUya=y
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"C, curtains, that were hanging in the Mishkan. Five were sewn together and they were then connected with loops and hooks,

five- to-five, a total of ten altogether. The question is: why couldn’t all ten be sewn together? What is the significance of

| cach unit of five being basically separate and then attached via the hooks?

Perhaps we can answer this question as follows: as we know, the Mishkan is a metaphor for a human being. Chazal tell

EH us: man Pwn1351. And perhaps, it is metaphorical in general, for Am Yisroel as well. Klal Yisroel includes many different

stripes and types of Yidden - Jews of all walks of life - each with different strengths and weaknesses. The avoda is to unite

"C}‘T“' all factions in the service of Hashem. We must all use our strengths together, to serve Hakadosh Boruch Hu. Thus, in the
Mishkan as well, there were different segments of the curtains, and they were all connected with these hooks. The Seforno

sums this up in one concise sentence: "ONP PXI MUY THN ITOI MINDA ... MY ONI MPITH NN DY D"
Further in the parsha the posuk says "©v7p0 nNN 1790 NN NN, The curtain of the Kodesh Hakadoshim were directly

o | underneath these 00 - the golden hooks The Chasam Sofer z¢”’I explains the significance: it symbolizes that if there is
“%| achdus, a unification with these hooks, we can all reach the madreigah of the "ow1pn wnp" - the Holiest of Holies.

Additionally, the Baal HaTurim writes that each unit of five corresponds to each set of luchos, five on one side and five on

R the other side. Perhaps a machshava pertaining to this can be as follows: These yerios served as the roof of the Mishkan. To

bring the Shechina into our dwelling places and subsequently into our homes, we must build these edifices al pi HaTorah

;fc;“"" equating both ©pP15 07X P2 and Y»aNd 0N V2. Yehi Ratzon, that we should all be zoche to accomplish this lofty ideal.
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so many wealthy Jews nowadays? It never used to be like
that. The answer is that there are so many wealthy Jews

»“ Yom: Mr. Tauber was a wealthy businessman. He worked

hard for his money and was very meticulous about giving

%] charity. Due to his wealthy status, he developed a connection

with many leading torah personalities. One day in a private

(t audience with HaGaon R’ Aaron Leib Steinman z£”l, he
o$_| posed a question that had been on his mind for a long time.

“The Rav knows that the situation today is very different
than it used to be. Today I receive so many requests for

"G kollelim. What could be the cause of the phenomena that
¥%| today there so many more kollelim than there used to be?”

Known for his sharp and keen comprehension, R’

As| Steinman quipped: “I'd like to ask you a question,”

“Sure,” responded Mr. Tauber.
R’ Steinman looked him in the eye and said: ‘“Why are there

because there are so many kollelim that need to be supported.
If there were less kollelim, there’d be less wealthy Jews.”
Mr. Tauber got the hint!

Ywn3: Our parsha marks a turning point in the relationship
between Hashem and Am Yisroel. Until now the Jewish
people had been recipients, virtually everything they had
experienced had been G-d-given. He redeemed them from
Egypt and liberated them from slavery. He led them through
the wilderness and created a path for them through the sea.
He gave them food and drink. Now, however, with the
Mishkan, Hashem gave them a chance to be “givers.” He
taught them the tremendous merit of being a “giver.” We too
have the choice to make that decision. Do we want to be a
giver or do we want Hashem to turn the wheel?

(1-13).. BIWN3 BN wpn O w1 EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON MIDDOS TOVOS FROM ﬁﬂ)jﬁl@ ﬂ zﬁﬁa

Hashem gives us His instructions how to build a home in which He can dwell here among His beloved people. Today we no

*| longer have a Mishkan or a Bais HaMikdash. But we do have our miniature Batei Mikdash, the Jewish homes we build. In
.| order to bring Shechina into one’s miniature Bais HaMikdash there are many, many sacrifices that must be brought. In the
S | Mishkan there wasn’t one mizbeach, there were two! One was big and one was small, because sometimes we must make big
"C, sacrifices and sometimes smaller ones, but it is crucial in order to truly bring the Shechina into the home.

At the funeral of the Rebbitzen of R> Shlomo Zalman Auerbach z£”’l, he got up to eulogize his wife and said the most

= ;'”:;l, astounding words. “Usually at the levaya of a spouse, one asks mechila from the niftar. I have NOTHING to ask you mechila
& | for, and you have NOTHING to ask me mechila for! We lived together for 60 years according to the Shulchan Aruch!”

A Talmid came over to him after the levaya and asked, “Rebbi, did you never disagree on anything? In 60 years, you never
had an argument?” R” Shlomo Zalman answered, “Did we ever disagree? Yes, we did! But we never had an argument! We

| ‘rt,"“ were different people with very different opinions, but we were always mechabed each other and we never argued!”

It is said that when R’ Shlomo Zalman went into the yichud room with his new kallah, he told her, “When two people get

”' *| married, there are often differences of opinions and disagreements between a husband and wife. I want to tell you now, that if
,“ "‘,\,{ we ever have a disagreement - you are right!” R> Shlomo Zalman understood that he was going to build a Mishkan for Hashem
| and certain things are just inappropriate in a Mishkan. His goal from the first moment until the very end was to bring the
X:5| Shechina into his home. And that is exactly what he did. He created a place for Hashem to reside and truly fulfilled the mirzvas

asei of "Domn2 NI WP W ww'. He modeled for all of Klal Yisroel the true meaning of building a Mishkan for Hashem.




