
wudu of,t rvyk ofhkg rpfh vzv ouhc hf
 /// urvy, wv hbpk(k-zy trehu)ausev ouh - 

     k e"vxc c,oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    hhhhrrrrccccssssohtur ubt" :e"kzu (s"vu,c rpfu euxpc v"s f"vuhk) 
'tchks tenugn ohruphfv ouhc vcua, ,urrug,vv tc ktrahn aht kfka 'aujc
o"cnrv iuakc ohzunr uase hrcs /e"kfg "vnv ktrah hbcn tk rat ohreupv ,kuz
tuvu 'ohcrku shjhk 'kfk vcua, inz tuv ohrupfv ouh" :(z"v vcua, wkvn c"p) k"z
grzn er tuv ot hsuvh aht kf 'rnukf /k"fg "wufu ktrahk vjhkxu vkhjn .e

 ubc shgn 'ktrahntttt""""gggghhhhzzzz    ccccrrrr    rrrrggggzzzzbbbbttttmmmmvvvvohrrug,n okufa '"aujc ohtur ubt"a '
rut ,rhmh ihgn '(t"p r"ts,) ,sjuhn vrhmh vz ouh ,uhvc /tchks tenugn vcua,k

 uthcv 'cegh ,gku,) tuck sh,gkseeee""""vvvvkkkkaaaavvvvvkhft uc ihta '(u-rut vru, tnuh 
sh,gka unf 'vrmuhk cre,vk ktrahn vnab kf vca ucu 'ohftknf ohnusu vh,au

/"ktrahk vjhkxu vkhjn .eu 'kfk vcua, inz" tuvu /vcua,c okuf urzjh tuck
ohahcfv kfa gushf ouen kfc aujc ,rfhbu ,ykucu ,eguz uz vbunt ,,hnt hrvu   
/(vbac shjh ouh) ohkugbu ohrudx okuf rushav ,u,ar 'oh,caun okuf asuev .rtc
f"vhcc) ohruphfv ouh ,t ohehzjna ktrah .rtc ohzujt vanju ohga,n vkgnku
urhcjk ost ihc vkhjnu vjhkx ,aeccu vcua,c ohrrug,n kfvu /(wufu ,hbg,c ut
ouhc vcua,k rrug,v tk ota ',urnxn ohhj hrcsv gcuea unfu /ouenk ost ihcu

/iczahk tbnjr "vnv ktrah hbcn tk rat ohreupvn" tuv hrv 'ohruphfv
vz auseu vkgb ouhku 'kkfc ukt ohnhk xjhh,vk vhhyb var,ab ohcr kmt vbv    
kf ohsnugu ohhuk, ovcu 'ostv ,t ohbs ohnhv uktc hf /vnht hnh ktf 'yrpc

 

iuvkufc ///tbrsbts hhubfu hxubeu hnbueu hnrju hgucau hrxtu hrsb kf
 ivc tbyrjht(hrsb kf ,khp,)ruphf ouhc hrsb kf ,rhnt ogy - 

     zouh ,sucg ihkhj,n ubt gusn /"hrsb kf" ,khp, og khj,n ohruphfv ouh ,khp
/ihbgv rtck oharpnv hrcsc ohfkvn vnf ahu ?ohrsb ,rpv ka ihbg og asuev
ohekj ws tfht vbvs /vcua,v ,sucgc kusd suxh kg ,uruvk tuv ohfkvnv in sjt
kg vyrj khguh vn 'rtck ahu /sh,gv kg vkceu 'hushu 'vyrj 'tyjv ,chzg /vcua,k
vn ,ubak vyrj hbvn tku vagb rcf 'vag rcf ostva vn 'vag rcfa ,urhcgv
kg ,uruvk '"hrsb kf" og ausev ouh ,sucg ihkhj,n ubt 'vz vbgy kgu /vaga
cuau 'thva rcs vzht unmg kg rxtu rsb vag sjt ota /vyrj ka vkusdv vkgn
kg yrj,b ukhtu '"vyrj" og rsbv rh,vk lhhas vru,v vaushj 'ursb kg yrj,b
,sucg uvzu /hrndk rsbv regbu 'okugn rsbv vag tk ukhtf cajb 'vaga ursb

!okugn tyj tk ukhtf cajb vaga tyjv kg yrj,n sjta h"ga 'vcua,v
 vnhs rcfu    kkkk""""jjjjnnnnrrrr oooohhhhrrrraaaahhhh    ,,,,kkkkhhhhxxxxnnnn)))),sn 'obnt" :k"zu ohrsb ,rpvk vcua, (ws erp 

sjfh tku tyujk inz i,ha 'ubhvs :ubrfza ohrcs vakav lpv ,b,ubv thv ohnjrv
ohtyujk i,b, vcua,vau 'vkfk sg vhvh tk unmg abugvau 'tyjaf shn .rtv in

atrcw ohnhv ukt ,khp,c ohrnut ubta unfu 'vtcv vbav lan uh,ugrutn
gsuh tuvu 'tuv ohektk ypanv hrv 'wufu wiun,jh ruphf oum ouhcu 'iuc,fh vbav

/ypank ostv ,t tuv thcn kfv kgu 'ubnn okgb rcs iht ',unukg, kf
    ////oooohhhhrrrruuuupppphhhhffffvvvv    oooouuuuhhhhffff    kkkkttttrrrraaaahhhhkkkk    oooohhhhccccuuuuyyyy    oooohhhhnnnnhhhh    uuuuhhhhvvvv    ttttkkkkrrug,h ohrcsv uktc ibuc,nv

urhsdv iftu 'vz ouhc ohfuz ubt vca vb,nv ksud kg 'vnumg vjnak unmgn
'uf ,hbg,) orntc 'v,ndus lhha tk ygnfa vjna ouhf vz ouh ,t k"z ubhnfj
trndc jfunu 'ohrupfv ouhfu ctc rag vanjf ktrahk ohcuy ohnh uhv tk (c
wndv ,kta hf] 'iuugv ,khjn hbpn tuv ohruphfv ouhc vjnav ksuda (c 'k oa)
ouan 'ohrupfv ouh tnkac :iuakv vzc tuv 'ctc rag vanjc vjnav ihbg kg
ouhc vjnav ihbg uvza k"z ubhnfj ubhcva hrv !vkhjnu vjhkx vhc ,hts

 /vbac rjcun ouh rsdc tuv uc vjnav ksud ,njnu [ohruphfv
,"havk ,usuvku 'vjnau vcvt lu,n vz ouh ,sucg kt ,adk ah lf ouanu    
uz vrfv lu,nu 'ubapb ,nvuz kfn rvyhvk ohsnug ubt uc ouhc ub,ut vfhza kg
/hgcsf ,"hav ,t ovc sucgk vfzhu 'vcvtn vcua,c cuak ohnhv uktc .nt,h
h,nht vpmnu snug tuv hzt 'abugv ,trh lu,n er vz ouhk adhb ostv ot kct

/utruc kt ihpuxhf lu,n uc u,sucg iht sjpv ksud ,njnu 'ukt ohnh urcgh
',hnhbp vjnac tkn,vku 'wv ,cvtc unmg rrugk ostv kg ohruphfv ouhc    
ohfuz ubt 'sjt ouh ,hbg, ,unsc uzf wvke vsucgwca kg ,"havk ,usuvku
,ragc ohku,a 'ohae ,ubuug ukhpt tkt ohke ,ubuug er tku ',ubuugv ,khjnk

 /ohruphfv ouhc ohrpf,n ov v,gu vcua, hnh
rndk vfzbu 'vasj vhrcf ann ,uaghvku 'uhbpk rvyvk vfzba ,"hav ruzgh      

/int 'vguahu vkutd ,baku vcuy vnh,j
rhfn cav ,uhvca 'ubhhvs 'vagnv ,rhegf iumrv ,rheg caj,a 'rund sxjc
trehgns vrund vyrj uhkg yrj,nu cau u,gr kg ibuc,nu uc vsunu utyj ,t
vhv tk okugna eeu,anu .pj vhvu hrndk ojb,n tuva - ann rsbv ,yrjf
u,ut czugu rcsv vagb rcfa kg ezj rgm uckc rgymnu tuvv rcsv vagb
/uk rpf,nu rsbv ,rhegf uk cajh 'ubumrn rcsv ,rheg vbv 'ubnn jrucu tcvk
ann rx iugva 'rpf, l,tyju lbug rxu :(u vhgah) cu,fv rnta vn tuvu
hrv /k"fg '"grpnk vhva vn kg ojb,nu rgymn uhafga vnc regbu ,uthmnvn
vagnv ,uagk ubumr ihta vruna vz 'vyrjv h"ga 'suxh lv uhrcsc arupn

/tuvv vrhcg vagnv vag tk ukhtf huvu 'vaga vagnv reug vz 'vaga
 c,f ifu     vvvvkkkkhhhhkkkk    hhhhxxxxhhhhxxxxrrrr))))    iiiivvvvffffvvvv    eeeeuuuussssmmmm    wwwwrrrrubhhv ehsm oa rehgs ;tu" :k"zu (d"b ,ut 

vcua,va hpk 'rfzbf kusd ehsm treb vcua, kgc od ouen kfn 'urehgn ehsm
tyj tk ukhtf tuvu ofjv hsh kg rsb ,r,v ,ndus 'grpnk tyjv ,reug
ubbhtu ktrah iuug ,t aeuch wudu ovv ohnhc (f 'b vhnrh) rntba lrsfu /okugn
ukhtf cajbu 'rsb ,r,v unf tuv vcua, ,sucga 'uhrcsc arupn /k"fg '"wudu
uvza '"hrsb kf" og ruphf ouh ,sucg ihkhj,n ubt vz ogynu /okugn tyj tk
unf 'vyrjv h"g uagb rcfa ,urhcgv ohreug ubta 'vcua,v ,sucg kg ,uruvk

/vyrjv h"g ohrsb rpvk ihkufh ubta

"hrsb kue"- The Mishnah [/zbe ,ca] says that on ,ca, one may not berhpn (annul) a vow of a wife or a daughter nor may one ask a ofj or s"c for
a release (ohrsb ,r,v), unless this release is needed for ,ca lrum. There are 3 reasons given for this issur: 1) ohrsb ,r,v is a vrh,h vjry.
2) rcs rcsu lhmpj tumnn. 3) a release needs to be done before a ofj or 3 people (s"c) and this looks like a vru, ihs, which is ruxt to do on
Shabbos. oharpn discuss that if releasing a rsb on  y"uhu ,ca is assur, how are we permitted to say hrsb kf on Yom Kippur night? 
    The a"tr  [wjf 'j"p tnuh] brings  [:df ohrsb],"r ,yha  that he has seen in Yom Kippur Machzorim in hrsb kf they have the jxub, 'rcga f"vuhn"
"//tcv f"vuh sg. ,"r  raises a number of issues with this jxub and concludes that  hrsb kf is referring to all future ohrsb that we might make and the
proper jxub should be "vcuyk ubhkg tcv f"vuh sg vzv f"vuhn". This solves our problem, because as the sugya in Nedarim teaches us, future
Nedarim may be dealt with on y"uhu ,ca. The a"tr himself adds, that ohbunse dvbn did have the jxub of rcga f"vuhn and that is the jxub he
prefers as well. Therefore, says the Rosh, since it is assur to be ohrsb rh,n on Yom Tov, we should be careful to say hrsb kf earlier, before ufrc.
     The  [wt 'yhr,]t"nr  says we are dvub to recite hrsb kf while it is still daytime. The c"ban adds that even though we say the jxub of ,"r and we
are referring to future vows which is r,un to do on Yom Tov, still since it looks like ohrsb ,rpv which is assur to do on y"uh, we say it early before
Yom Tov starts. There are those that are dvub to say vfz ,khp, on Yom Kippur night before hrsb kf. In this Tefila we say the words kcen hbt vbv"
"ohrupfv ouh ,ause hkg. This needs clarification, because based on the above, Kol Nidrei should be said prior to y"uh ,kce. 
    The  [wtx x"ux y"j]ejmh ,jbn  brings the v"ka that says even though in hrsb kf we annul all future vows until the coming Yom Kippur, we still
perform ohrsb ,r,v on erev Rosh Hashanah, because of ihnhsen ihzhrz. The ejmh ,jbn says this is c"m, because if in last year’s Kol Nidrei we
included all Nedarim until next Yom Kippur, then erev Rosh Hashana is within that time frame, so there is no need to do ohrsb ,r,v yet and
certainly ihnhsen ihzhrz isn’t even applicable? He brings the  [t't"hr wx s"uh]g"ua  that paskens if one says a rsb that I will take should not be a rsb,
then when he makes that rsb, it is not a rsb. But he must be "uh,pac thmuv". If he just thinks this, it’s ckca ohrcs and the rsb will be valid. The
rcjn brings a t"h that even if he says it, but "ajkc" (quietly), it is still considered ckca ohrcs. So, maybe based on this t"h, that even saying
quietly is considered ckca ohrcs so, since we are dvub to only say along hrsb kf with the chazzan quietly izjv ,gs kckch tka ohrpt vyn ihhg)
(kvevu, we are aauj for this t"h and we are ohrsb rh,n a different time or kuec. So, says the v"ka, this is done immediately on erev Rosh
Hashana because of ,umnk ihnhsen ihzhrz.                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Aizik Sher zt”l (Leket Sichos Mussar) would say:
     “Chazal teach us: ‘Who is strong (ruchd)? One who controls his desires.’ (t-s ,uct) Hashem is also called wruchdw for He
‘Controls His will and delays His anger towards the wicked.’ (:yx tnuh) A wruchdw is from the highest levels that can be
attained. Thus, we learn, ‘The place that penitents (vcua, hkgc) reside, even the most righteous cannot stand there.’ A
Tzaddik is not a wruchdw for he does not fall into sin, whereas a Baal Teshuvah restrains himself  from sin. He is truly strong!”

A Wise Man would say: “Forgiveness does not always change the past but it can definitely enlarge the future.”                                                          
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

When Yom Kippur Falls Out on Shabbos
Avinu Malkeinu. Although we don’t say “Avinu Malkeinu” on
a regular Erev Yom Kippur, since Yom Kippur falls out on
Shabbos and we will omit “Avinu Malkeinu” the entire next day
until the end of Neilah, we recite one extra “Avinu Malkeinu”
by Shachris on Erev Yom Kippur (1).
Lighting Candles When lighting candles on Erev Yom Kippur, a
lady should remember to mention both Yom Kippur and Shabbos
in her beracha. If she forgot to mention Yom Kippur, and did not
correct herself immediately, she must repeat the entire beracha (2).
If she forgot to mention Shabbos, and there’s still time before
Shekiah, she may ask another person to light the candles for her
and she can make another beracha which includes both Shabbos
and Yom Kippur. If this too cannot be done, she is still tmuh (3).

Kiddush. Every Shabbos, we fulfill the mitzvah of Kiddush by
mentioning the holiness of Shabbos over wine. The verbal
mention is a Torah obligation, while saying it over wine is a
Rabbinical obligation. This year, when we cannot recite it over
wine due to the fast, we still have a Torah obligation to do it at

   

    

      

least verbally. Since mitzvos need kavanah (concentration), one
should have in mind, when he is reciting in Shemona Esrai the
words ",cav asen", to fulfill his Torah obligation of Kiddush (4).
The Chasam Sofer (5) holds that this verbal Kiddush obligation,
applies to Yom Kippur as well, whether it falls out on Shabbos or
weekday. Therefore, one should have in mind while saying the
words "ohruphfv ouhu ///// asen" in Shemona Esrai, to fulfill the
mitzvah of Kiddush which applies to Yom Kippur. 
Shemona Esrai. One should mention all the special Shabbos
“additions” during Shemona Esrai. If he forgot and did not
mention Shabbos even once, he must repeat the entire Shemona
Esrai. But if he did mention Shabbos - even one time - he does
not have to say over Shemona Esrai (6).

Havdalah. Even though, in the Havdalah of Motzei Yom
Kippur, we cannot say the beracha of "atv hrutn truc" on a
newly lit candle, when it is also a Motzei Shabbos, like this year,
one may say the beracha on a newly lit candle. However, the
custom is to recite the beracha on a ",caa rb" (a candle lit from
before Yom Kippur) even on a year like this (7).



    What is the difference between "vrpf" and "vrvy" and why does the posuk tell us we need both? “Kappara” means
atonement, from the word "rpfk" which means to cover. When we sin, we cover our neshamos with layers and barriers that
separate us from Hashem. The more covered our souls become from sin, the more desensitized we become to spirituality. On
Yom Kippur, we do teshuva, which removes the coverings and allows us to return to a real connection to Hashem. 
    That leads us to “Tahara”! Tahara means purity, which is a state of being that is fully focused on Ruchniyus. “Kappara”
is the way to get there, but “Tahara” means truly living with Hashem. Living for olam haba and not for olam haze! Tahara
means living a physical life with a spiritual kook (focus)! When we say, "rvyu",ntc lscgk ubck  - we ask Hashem to purify
our hearts so that we can REALLY serve Him. Only with Tahara can we live life the way we are supposed to. 
     Sometimes we feel like all this talk about teshuva, and changing ourselves is a bit heavy. “I keep Shabbos, eat kosher,
send my kids to the best yeshivos and give tzedaka to the needy. Why should I change? What’s wrong with my nice frum,
Torahdik, yeshivish life?” The answer is that although we live frum lives, our focus is mainly on the material. Imagine if
tomorrow all food would have no taste! Everything we eat would be totally bland. What would you think? “Great! Now we
won’t spend so much time eating and going to restaurants! We will be able to focus more on spiritual matters!” Or will you
say, “No more BBQs, fancy dinners and delicious desserts? No way!” Some feel that life is just not worth living without
physical pleasures! THIS is the focus we need to change! Our enjoyment in life should come from Tahara - living with
Hashem. This is what we hope to accomplish this Yom Kippur so that we will be zoche to real life in this world. Physical
existence with a spiritual kook!

     As we usher in Yom Kippur, with that sublime and surreal tefillah moment known as “Kol Nidrei”, we welcome with
open arms, all segments of Jews; from the best to the worst - even the sinners. Why is it so vital that this invitation be
proffered precisely at this propitious moment? 
    It would seem that in order to actuate Hashem’s benevolent forgiveness of our transgressions there must be present a
unity of sorts - an achdus among us. This is true for at least two reasons. Firstly, when Hashem sees His flock caring for
each other, He will wish to do the same. Secondly, the Jewish nation as a whole is, in essence, singularly pure and holy. In
ohrhav rha (z-s) we read, "lc iht ounu h,hgr vph lkuf". This unblemished beauty is only possible if, and only if, we are one
people. One nation. As one ause og we can be deserving of vrpf.
   The Zohar speaks very harshly regarding the tefillos of some during the ohtrub ohnh. He says we should be davening for
ohna oa aushe, but instead we call out for our own needs,"hbuzn hhj hbc hk i, 'tckff" . [The Baal Shem Tov zt”l says though,
nowadays, since we aren’t on such a high madreiga - it’s acceptable not to live up to the standards of the Zohar.] But how
can we address and maybe correct the issue raised by the Zohar? Perhaps we can say as follows. The ckf, as the Gemara
says, thinks only of its own needs, and is not vbvn others. So if we selfishly daven for ourselves - that is the Zohar’s
concern. We are being selfish and not thinking of other people’s needs. But if we have in mind that with the blessings
received, we will give, help and care for another, that’s not the nature of ckf and is deserving of being answered cuyk. 
    Similarly, if we don’t just beg Hashem for ourselves, but have in mind that our friends, neighbors, and maybe even a
competitor, also have their bakoshos answered, that will trigger a showering of beracha for all. vh,ufrcu vba kj,a iumr hvh   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 ohv kt hbkhyvu hbuta ovhkt rnthu
 /// ofhkgn ohv e,ahu(ch-t vbuh rhypn)

 rvyk ofhkg rpfh vzv ouhc hf
 /// ofh,tyj kfn of,t(k-zy trehu)

 ohrh,n ubt ///kvev ,gs kgu ouenv ,gs kg
 ///  ohbhrcgv og kkp,vk(hrsb kue rsx)

 ub,khp, ,t iumrcu ohnjrc kce /// ubhkg ojru xuj ubkue gna ubfkn ubhct(ubfkn ubhct rsx)
   In “Avinu Malkeinu” we say the words: "ubhkg ojru xuj ubkue gna ubfkn ubhct" - “Our Father, our King, hear our voices, take
pity and have mercy on us.” These words are immediately followed by: "ub,khp, ,t iumrcu ohnjrc kce ubfkn ubhct" - “Our
Father, our King, accept our prayers with compassion and favor.” Chacham Rav Elazar Abuchatzeira zt”l explains that
these two prayers are not the same. There is a fundamental difference in the manner in which a person davens. When one
davens, his simple tefillos require "iumru ohnjr" - “compassion and favor” in the eyes of Heaven before they can be accepted.
If he is worthy, then his requests will indeed be granted. On the other hand, when one raises his voice (ubkue) to the Almighty,
crying out to Him from the depths of one’s heart, those cries are “heard” immediately, and do not require any further
compassion in order to be accepted. When Rochel Imeinu cried for her children in exile, this did more than all the tefillos of
the righteous, including the Avos. As the Zohar writes (:ub hrjt): “Anyone who cries as the Torah is being read on Yom Kippur
(which discusses the death of Nadav and Avihu), is guaranteed that his sins will be forgiven and that he will never lose a child
in his lifetime.” Is this not a guarantee worth acting upon, to ensure the safety of one’s family for the coming year?
     A terrible event occurred on Yom Kippur of 1973. Reb Ben Tzion Fellman left his house early in the morning to go to
yeshivah, so he could learn before davening. On the way, he saw R’ Aharon Leib Steinman zt”l coming from Rashbam
Street on his way to Kollel Chazon Ish, where he davened Shacharis K’vasikin. Reb Ben Tzion wondered why he was
coming from Rashbam Street when he lived in a totally different direction, on Chazon Ish Street. He asked the Rav.
     R’ Aharon Leib told him that he had an unusual dream the night before in which he saw the words of the piyut “Ana
B’koach.” The words in the second line, whose initial letters spell “KRA SATAN” (tear the Satan), appeared before him, but
the letter reish had detached from the rest of the word and was floating above it. It was an amazing dream, especially since he
had dreamed it on the night of Yom Kippur. Who knew what it meant? He surely didn’t. So he hurried, first thing in the
morning, to the home of the Steipler Gaon, R’ Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky zt”l. Surely the Steipler, with his ruach
hakodesh, would know what it meant. When the Steipler heard the dream, he was dumbfounded. Without a word, he handed
a Sefer Tehillim to R’ Aharon Leib and they both said Tehillim together for a long time to annul whatever decree the dream
was warning them about. That’s why R’ Aharon Leib wasn’t coming from his own apartment on the morning of Yom Kippur.
    The explanation of his dream wasn’t long in coming. That afternoon, sirens broke the awesome silence of the holy day. The
Yom Kippur War had begun. A war unlike any other. Arab legions used a surprise attack against the Defense Forces of Israel,
which suffered between 2,521 and 2,800 killed in action. An additional 7,250 to 8,800 soldiers were wounded.
     When davening in the Vasikin minyan had finished - even before the sirens sounded - Reb Moshe Borenstein saw how
white-faced and worried R’ Aharon Leib looked. He asked if he felt all right. The Rav replied that he was worried about his
dream. Reb Moshe was also concerned about the dream. With heavy hearts, they wished each other “Gmar Chasima Tova.”
    Reb Moshe then went and told Reb Naftali Nebenzahl about the dream, and the story went around to all the talmidei
chachamim in the yeshivah, who knew that they had to expend extra effort in their davening to have the decree annulled.
    Once the sirens began to sound, everyone understood the dream’s message. Later, when R’ Aharon Leib met Reb Moshe
before Mincha at the Ponevezh Kollel, he said, “Nu, maybe this is the explanation of my dream...”
     When the war was over, Reb Ben Tzion visited the Steipler, who was talking about the great miracles that had occurred
during the war. When the topic of the dream came up, the Steipler said, “Who knows what might have happened had we not
said Tehillim together early that morning?” He went on to say that tefillos that are davened with intense concentration and
effort before a tragedy strikes are much more effective than tefillos that are davened during the tragedy. (Adapted from “A Treasury of Stories” Part I)    
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/// ukec ,gnau lhekt wv sg ,cau (c-k ohrcs)
llllyyyynnnn: There was once a young teenager who was having a
rough couple of years, to say the least. He had a fall out with
his parents at a young age and it made him very angry. New
friends seemed to bring him “relief” from his terrible
predicament, so he followed them, unfortunately, down a
path he never thought he’d go. Slowly, slowly he drifted
away from Torah observance.
    Years passed, some were better than others, but coupled
by his strained relationship with family and old “religious
neighbors,” he barely showed his face. He was off some-
where far away, and eventually he was almost completely
forgotten about by those who used to be close to him.
   And then suddenly it happened. After years of not showing
his face, he suddenly began to frequent his house. Little by

   

little he opened up and started talking to the neighbors once
again. It was as if a light switch had suddenly turned on.
   Naturally, it was to everyone’s great interest what happened
to him, but it wasn’t until an old friend asked him “What was
it that brought you to do teshuvah?” that the young man
answered: “Someone told me that every night, my parents
leave the door of their home unlocked, anticipating my return.
They never wanted me to find the door to come home locked,
no matter when. I thought, ‘If my parents want so much for
me to return to them, I cannot disappoint them!’”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Hashem leaves His door open for us as well, so that
when we return to Him, we will always find the path to
repentance open. He is always available for us and for all of
our needs. Hashem seeks a connection with us and therefore
makes Himself available at any time we seek Him. How we
hope and pray we will merit this soon!

    In the final year of his life, the Mashgiach of Chevron
Yeshivah, R’ Leib Chasman zt”l, was greatly weakened
from fasting on Yom Kippur, and immediately upon the
conclusion of Neilah, he left the yeshivah to walk home.
There were still a few minutes left until the fast would end,
and a minyan of talmidim accompanied him to his home.
    As they sat together in his home waiting until the time to
daven Maariv, the Mashgiach said over the following: 
    “In Maftir Yonah, we find that the Navi Yonah told the
sailors on the ship, ‘Lift me up, and cast me into the sea.’
One might ask: why did Yonah have to say, ‘Lift me up’ - it
would have sufficed for him to say, ‘Cast me into the sea.’?
But Yonah wanted to accentuate the moment they lifted

him up to emphasize the importance of even one final
second of life. We have but a few minutes left of this holiest
of all days, Yom Kippur. Let us not waste them!” 
   For forty days - from Rosh Chodesh Elul until the
conclusion of Yom Kippur - each and every Jew is striving
toward the ultimate goal of complete repentance and
drawing himself closer to Hakadosh Boruch Hu. This is
what we yearn and strive for - to do everything in our power
to fulfill this special and crucial desire. On Yom Kippur, as
we conclude Neilah and look ahead toward the night when
we can break our fast and go back to our regular lives, it
behooves us to remember that those last few minutes are
precious. Do teshuvah - even up to the very last minute!
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