
/// uvjfahu ;xuh ,t oheanv ra rfz tku
(df-n)ehsmv ka iujycv ,banc erp - 

    th,a sug ruxt ,uhvk eezuv 'urfzk ubujyc ;xuh uc vk,a hbpn 'uvjfahu :h"ar
tku 'ohcvr kt vbp tku ujycn wv oa rat rcdv hrat (v 'n ohkv,) rntba 'ohba
uhrcs ifu, ,t ihcvk t"t ,hjya vhtrc /cvr (z 'k vhgah) ohurev ohrmn kg jyc

ar kaeezuvu ;xuh abgba thcv vkhj,c hrva 'vz ,t vz ohr,ux upuxu u,khj,a h"
anv rac ubujyc oaa hbpn ohba wc sug ohruxtv ,hcc ruxt ,uhvkthcn f"jtu /ohe

uxjhhnu wohcvr kt vbp tku ujycn wv oa rat rcdv hratw f"vtnn uhrcsk vjfuv
 /vjfuv ouenc vrh,x itfn ubk hrv /cvr ohurev ohrmnc jyc tka ';xuh kt

 ka uaurhp hp kg ohrcsv ,t cahhk rapt    ccccuuuueeeeyyyyrrrruuuuaaaayyyynnnn    ssssuuuussss    vvvvaaaannnn    hhhhccccrrrr    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvv
gggg""""hhhhzzzziheanv ra wrfzw tka rphx cu,fva rjtn hf 'ubhbpka trenv kg vaeva '

,ch,a .rh,u ?wuvjfahuw cua rnuk sunk, vnu wuvjfahuwa ihbhgsh tkhnn ;xuh ,t
lknba iuhf 'iheanv ra ka uckn ohrcsv ,t jhfav tuva ';xuh kg hte uvjfahu
;xuhf vdrsn kgck hf 'osu rac ka u,cuy ,t aehca lfc vag cuy tka ;xuh
ka uckn jf,ah rcsva v"cevk kkp,v if kg 'iujyhcc odp rcsv cajb ehsmv

/unmgc v"cev h"g ot hf ',uks,avv ,shn jfn u,guah tuc, tku 'oheanv ra
   cslu,n ohrfhb od ovu 'cu,fv ,ugnan ,t ohcahhn cueyruayn e"vrv hr

hutrv in ;xuh ka u,nfj ksudc wiheanv raw rhfva rjt vbvs 'ohrcsv ,ukak,av
ahtw ,usut ,ukgp,v lu,n ughsuvk vgrp kt unmgn vbph ururjak ;fh,a vhv
r,pa hpfu 'rcs uhrcsn kpb tk lht uhbpk rpxhu 'rvuxv ,hcc adp u,uta wtkpv

 

 xbhu vshc usdc czghu hng vcfa rntk usdcc uvap,,u
 /// vmujv tmhu- (ch-yk)iuhxbc snuga hn ka rfav 

    itmhu xbhu" trev vrntu 'vrhcgv vag tku 'kusdv iuhxhbc sng ehsmv ;xu
;ux) tnujb, arsnc t,htu /vrhcgv vagh tka aurpk vmujv lkv shna '"vmujv
yhka vhva iuhxbvc sng od tkt 'vz iuhxbc tkt ehsmv ;xuh sng tka '(tab ,arp
vz kg 'ehsmv ;xuh vfza rfav uvnu/,uhrmnv ,jtc vyhcv tku vnmga 'uhbhg kg
uhp 'uk ub,b ukan ;xuh kthknd ic iugna r"t" :(wd ,ut wm varp vcr) arsnv vrnt
hsdc u,ut ackhu 'vrhcgc gdb tka upud 'hng kf eah lhp kgu 'vrhcgc eab tka
uanan tka uhsh 'urtum kg cvzv shcr oahu 'vrhcgk ihfrv tka urtum 'aa
ugxp tka uhkdr ';xuh sh kg v,ut i,hu ush kgn u,gcy ,t lknv rxhu 'vrhcgc
tka vcajn 'uk rat vbanv ,cfrnc u,ut cfrhu 'ihfure kg ucfrhu iu,hh 'vrhcgc
/f"g '"ohbac lru vnfjc ct lrct uhbpk utrehu 'vnfj tre,u tc, 'vrhcgc vcaj

upudn ekj kf kga 'kusd rfak vfz ehsmv ;xuha 'arsnv hrcsn rtucn hrv    
sjtu sjt kf lhrma tkpb suxh uvzu /rfac okab rct u,uta vfz vrhcg vag tka
v"cev tkt 'aehca vtbv u,ut shxpha vchx vz iht 'iuhxbc snug sjt ota 'gshk

umkjk vmhknc uhrcs ,t rhypvk uhkg vhv ztu vhv if ohputv ra oukj ,tu unukj
rcs ka upuxca iuhf 'lf kg ;xuh uaecha hkcn od ',ufknv ,hcc uthcvku rucv in

/ohrmn ,ufknk vcurn ,kgu, h"g tuc, epx tkku 'vtkpb vnfjc tuv ibujn 
     woheanv raw rfz tk lf kg ;xuh uaehca rjt oda ohtur vagnk okut

rcsu /w,unukj r,upwk ujrfuvaf wohnh ohh,baw hrjt ot hf ',tz kfn vnutn
rcs kgph tku iheanv ra ka uburfzn rcsv dhph lhtv ,ut,av rrugn vz
yrj,v ehsmv ;xuha 'tuv if e"vrv hrcsfa rntba tk ot ';xuh ka ubgnk
ra ka uh,uadr ,t urrugh tk ohrcsva v"cev hbpk kkp,vu uvagn kg
ka u,aec tkuk oda if,ha ;t kgu 'urucgc ks,avk rrug,h tku iheanv
u,uks,avc ;xuh kgp tka tmnbu urrjak ks,an iheanv ra vhv ;xuh
rcsc ururja ,t ohrjt uk,h tna 'urucg ks,ah kgupca ;xuh ithn 'oukf

/ohnav in vkufa ,rfhbv vguahc ot hf vmr tku ';xuh ka u,uks,av
ovhp kg hf /ohaeunv h"ar hrcs kg rut od ohfpua ohausev uhrcs    
ohba wc sug ruxt ,uhvk ;xuh eezuva rnuk h"ar iuuf,v tka rnuk ohkufh
vk,a hbpn :uhrcs ,buuf ov lf tkt 'iheanv rac ubujyc vk,a kg wabugfw
cuy tka lknvk ohrcsv ;uxck uk unrd urfuzk ubujyc ;xuh iheanv rac uc
oaur v,ag u,khp, iftu 'uckn ohrcsv ,t jhfaha v"cevk kkp,vu vag
ztu 'ohba wc sug ruxt ,uhvk eezuv if kgu 'iheanv ra ka u,jfak ordu
';xuh smn ,uks,av oua hkcn ';xuh kg .hknvk unmgn iheanv ra rrug,b
ujycn wv oa rat rcdv hrat rntba uhrcsc h"ar lhanva vn rhpa icunu
lu,n er gauuhvk aehca ;xuh kg ohbuufn ift ohrcsv hf ohcvr kt vbp tku

/wcvr ohurev ohrmn kg jyc tku v"cevc rund iujyc
 vzc lhrtv rcfu /urfa uk okahrrrrggggkkkkpppphhhhhhhhyyyyxxxxvvvv) tttt,,,,rrrrddddhhhhttttssss    ttttbbbbhhhhhhhhrrrreeee:(dke 'wt ekj 

trub u,ufzu sutn ohna oa ase,n iuhxbc snugu urcd,vc hf ',gsk lhrm od"
ovn gbnb ostva ,utbvv kf hf 'ohnhv curc ogub vtrh vzv okugc odu 'oumgu

/k"fg '"inzv lanvc r,hvc rjt ouenn uk ok,an ohna sucf hbpn
vz od tkt 'rjt ouenn uk ok,ah vtbv u,uta er tka 'sug ;hxuvk ahu    
ch,fa /uck ,uktan wv tknha vchx vhvh uh,ut, rjt lkuv ubhtu iuhxbc snuga

 rthcu "apbk crg, vhvb vut," euxpv kg (yh'dh) hkanctttt""""rrrrddddvvvvvut,v" :k"zu 
rcd,n u,ut, vhva vgaca ;t apbk crg, thv lf rjt ,rcab thv ratf
vbvbu apbk crg, thv lf rjt ouen kfn rgymn tuv v,ut rcua tuvu uhkg
wv sucf hbpn ubumru u,ut, rcua ostv ratf hf vhvb iuak rntu stn vzn
hbpn lbumr kyc (s 'c ,uct) cu,fa unf ubumr vaug v"cev ubumr ,uagk hsfc
vagh v"ceva vhvb u,ut, u,ut, rcah ratf rnukf vhvb ch,f ifku wufu ubumr
vchx uvz urmh kg yhkau iuhxbc snug sjtafs 'uhrcsn rtc,n hrv /k"fg '"ubumr

 !ubumr vagh v"cevatttt""""yyyyhhhhkkkkaaaa    iiiihhhhhhhhyyyyaaaarrrrcccckkkkhhhhzzzz    eeeejjjjmmmmhhhh    wwwwrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvvuuuuvpn unmgc gna 
 ka uasekkkk""""mmmmzzzz    vvvvyyyyttttrrrr    iiiirrrrvvvvtttt    hhhhccccrrrruhbhg rnuau iuhxbc snug osta vaga v,utcs '

',"havk kkp,vk tkpb iumr ,g tuv vzv inz 'ohruxtv ohrcs ,utrk tka
!,uhnadc ihcu ,uhbjurc ihc ohbhbgv kfc 'u,aec kf vaga u,utc ,"hav vbghu

",ca crgc .r" - vsuvh ic hxht says if one is running in r"vr and another person is walking, if the runner damages the walker, he is chhj. hxht is
vsun that on ,uanav ihc ,ca crg, the runner is ruyp because he is a ",uarc .r". The hfsrn says this is only for ,umn that he won’t be able to
do later and must rush to do them now ,uanav ihc. But for other ,umn, like going to shul, since there is still time, he would be chhj. In the g"ua
[wj' jgawx n"uj] he paskens that on ,uanav ihc a"g, one is ruyp, because he is ,uarc .r. The t"nr adds that only if he was running for hfrm
,ca. But if we know he wasn’t running for a ,ca lrum then the ihs is like a weekday and he would be chhj. The  [yh 'jga]ijkuav lurg  brings from
the rhth ,uj that we should not learn from this that one who runs to do a vumn during the week is ruyp. Although there is a ihbg to run to do a
mitzvah, one may not run carelessly as to cause damage. hxht only allows running on ,uanav ihc a"g when one is pressed for time. This psak
can be found in  [wzr wx]rhth ,uj ,"ua  where icutr hears the htcd say there was a vbck, and ran outside to be vbckv asen. On his way he knocked
over an oil stand outside and broke jars and spilled oil. icutr said he was a vumn rcsk .r and should be ruyp.The rhth ,uj paskens that he is
chhj, because the only time one has ,uar to run in r"vr is ,uanav ihc a"g, but during the week, even for a vumn, one is chhj. The h"rat ,uvdv
[a"trv kg] says that ,uanav ihc is teuus utk and one is ruyp from running from ,umj, as that is the time when people start preparing for ,ca.
    The  [br wx j"ut]g"ua  says ",ca hfrm ihfvk haa ouhc recc ohfah" - One should start his ,ca preparations first thing in the morning. The j"j in
vfkv rutc discusses that this ihs might be a t,hhruts. He points out that the o"cnr leaves out this halacha entirely. He suggests that maybe
since we pasken like vsuvh ic hxht, it’s gnan that specifically one is rushing for ,ca hfrm only ,uanav ihc, but not as of first thing in the morning.
Consequently, these two halachos are contradictory, so maybe that is why the o"cnr doesn’t bring it. The ohhj .pj then retracts and uses the
term ",ujsk ah" and they really are not contradictory, because although one is obligated to start his ,ubfv in the morning, he doesn’t have the right
to run in r"vr until a"vc when time is of the essence, so this is not a reason for the o"cnr not to bring it. g"mu.

 [wdmr n"uj'y"j hukv yca ,"ua]k"mz rbztuu ktuna wr      writes that a Hatzalah member had a thought to say that if on the way to a call he causes
damage to another, he should be ruyp because of our halacha of ,uarc .r. He then said that maybe this applies only on a"g, but there is another
ihs [wd whx p"a wx n"uj] that says ";sur rjt ;sur is ruyp" if he damages on the way, because otherwise no one will ever want to step in and stop a
;sur. So, this reason should apply to Hatzalah members also? rbztuu wr says he agrees with everything he said, ohyuap ohrcsv s"bgku.                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Akiva Eiger zt”l (M’Shulchan Govoha) would say:
   “wcegh cahuw - Yaakov wanted to sit in peace; Hashem put w;xuh ka uzdurw on him. Why don’t we find other tzadikim who
were zoche to ‘Torah ugedula b’makom echad’ who didn’t have wzdurw? Tzadikim are generally worried that they might sin
and lose their Olam Haba, thus, they end up not having much of an Olam Hazeh. The ‘worry’ doesn’t ever allow them to sit
in peace. However, Yaakov did not worry as he was given a sign that if all his kids will live, he will receive his portion in
the World to Come. The wzdurw was that he thought that Yosef died and began to ‘worry’ he might lose his Olam Haba.”

A Wise Man would say: “In service comes true illumination. A light that continues to last.”                             
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A Special Mazel Tov to Rabbi &A Special Mazel Tov to Rabbi &A Special Mazel Tov to Rabbi &A Special Mazel Tov to Rabbi &
Rebbetzin Yitzy & Chana HoffmanRebbetzin Yitzy & Chana HoffmanRebbetzin Yitzy & Chana HoffmanRebbetzin Yitzy & Chana Hoffman

on the upsherin of their son,on the upsherin of their son,on the upsherin of their son,on the upsherin of their son,
Eliyahu Eliyahu Eliyahu Eliyahu h"b. May he grow in Torah. May he grow in Torah. May he grow in Torah. May he grow in Torah

and Yiras Shamayim alwaysand Yiras Shamayim alwaysand Yiras Shamayim alwaysand Yiras Shamayim always
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Important Upcoming and Relevant Chanukah Halachos
Chanukah Foods: Doughnuts. To remember the miracle of the
oil in the Beis HaMikdash, it has become customary to eat
doughnuts deep-fried in oil. R’ Shloime Z. Auerbach zt”l suggests
another reason (1). When the Chashmonaim regained control over
the Mikdash, they had to replace the stones of the Mizbeach and
make a Chanukas Hamizbeach. To remember this event, we eat
mezonos foods [that remain mezonos, see further] which has a
phrase "ljczn kgu" a special request for the restoration of the
Mizbeach in Al Hamichya. This expression is not mentioned in
detail in bentching, so we eat this mezonos food which includes
this tefillah, as it was rebuilt in the days of Chanukah. 
Beracha on Doughnuts. Even though there are some opinions
that the beracha is Hamotzie, we hold like the RMA (1) that
since the dough was cooked [deep fried], the beracha is
Mezonos. Even if one eats many doughnuts [by baked mezonos,
eating alot can become Hamotzie with washing and bentching
necessary], the beracha will always remain Mezonos. If the

      

doughnut has a jelly or custard filling, the beracha exempts them
because they are a secondary item that enhances the doughnut.
Even if at the end, there is a little jelly or custard left on the plate
and one eats it separately, it still retains its status as a secondary
food and does not need a beracha (3). One should make sure to
eat at least the volume of half an egg of the dough part within a
four-minute span, and then he makes an Al Hamichya.
Doughnuts During a Bread Meal. If it is eaten during the meal
to fill oneself, there is no beracha said on the doughnut.
However, if one has eaten his fill and is adding the doughnut only
as a tasty dessert item, he does make a Mezonos on the doughnut.
He does not make a beracha achrona because bentching covers
it as it does by all dessert items. NOTE: The above is all by usual
doughnuts that are deep-fried. I have heard that there are some
who only bake them, or bake them after the deep fry. Those are
still Mezonos, however, if eaten in large amounts, or as part of a
meal, it becomes Hamotzie.  If they are eaten in a bread meal as a
dessert, it will not require a beracha according to many Poskim.

 



   Aren’t the days of Chanukah such an exciting time? Our children are counting down the days and the adults as well. On
Chanukah, aside from the parties and the doughnuts and all the latkes that we eat, there is something more. Much more! The
Yom Tov of Chanukah is the time that we feel ruchnius in the air. The 36 candles that we light in 8 days tap into the 36 hours of
light that Hashem created on Day One of Creation. That light was so holy and so spiritual that Hashem hid it away for the
tzaddikim in the world to come. But once a year that light comes into the world and that happens on Chanukah!
    These are not regular days, my dear friends. These are days of miracles and revelation. These are days that we can feel the
holiness of Hashem’s light and spread it to others. One fascinating thing about light that we do not see with any other material
in this world is the fact that when you give it away to someone else, you lose nothing. In fact, when a candle ignites another
candle, not only does it not lose any fire, but the fire gets stronger at the place where the candle shares its light. When you touch
one wick to another, the fire becomes stronger, and when the original candle is removed, it does not lose any light! 
    A candle is compared to a neshama. A neshama has the power to light up the light of another neshama, and at the place
where they unite, the bond gets stronger. One of the great ways to spread the light of Chanukah is through thanking the people
that we owe Hakaras HaTov to. In fact, we say at the very end of Al HaNissim, “V’kavu shemonas yemei Chanukah ailu
l’hodos u’lehallel l’Shimcha HaGadol.” Chazal apportioned these 8 days of Chanukah to thank and praise Your Great Name.
We are meant to thank and praise Hashem for 8 days! Of course, this spills over to all the people Hashem put into our lives that
we must be grateful for. It is to them, as well, that we can use this time of great light to praise and thank for all they do for us.
    May we use these special days to shower those that we appreciate with the knowledge of how much we appreciate them.

     Rashi explains based on a Medrash, that the words "u,ut khmv ignk" are obviously not Reuven’s spoken words, but rather a
spirit of Ruach Hakodesh testifying to the noble intentions of Reuven, the first-born son of Yaakov. What is the basis of this
Medrash? Why is this so important to relate, and what can we learn from it? 
    The Sefas Emes zt”l writes that there are times when a person does something good or abstains from doing evil, but he does
so L’shem Shamayim. In other words, he does have good intentions. Yet, instead of seeing positive fruits of his labor, it
appears as if his valiant efforts go up in smoke and the opposite of what he hoped occurs. The Torah is conveying here that
one need not despair and become discouraged. He will eventually witness the positive results of his actions, no matter if it is
on this world or in the next. When a person does something for Hashem, he only gains. Reuven acted courageously by trying
to save Yosef, however, when he came back later to rescue him, Yosef was gone. Nevertheless, says the Torah, khmv ignk"

,ut"u  - a good result came out, as this was the catalyst for Yosef becoming the viceroy in Mitzrayim, ultimately saving them all.
    What was Reuven’s motivation? Rashi tells us that he told himself, “I’m the bechor, the first-born, and I will be blamed for
Yosef’s tragic demise. Therefore, I must not stand by idly.” Perhaps, there’s a message to be learned here. If individually and
collectively throughout life, we would constantly internalize who we are, that we are all bnei malochim, then tyjb vrvnc tk.
In other words, not sinning because Hashem is All-Seeing and All-Knowing is admirable, but let’s step it up a notch. As a
princely Yid, an actual lkn ic, how can I sin? I am someone so special; it is beneath me to transgress and disobey Hashem. 
    Yehi Ratzon that our maasim will reflect who we intrinsically are, and with that clarity of heart and pureness of soul, may we
merit to bring a true and everlasting nachas ruach to the Ribono shel Olam.                                                                                         

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

hjurc ot hf jfc tku khjc tk
 /// ,utcm wv rnt(u-s'c-swhrfz)

hnh ,bna ugceu lase ,urmjc ,urb uehksvu
 kusdv lnak kkvku ,usuvk ukt vfubj(ohxbv kg)

kt u,t ufhkav os ufpa, kt icutr ovkt rnthu
 wufu oshn u,t khmv ignk /// vzv rucv(cf-zk)

 /// vgarv vntn lhscg os ,neb oeb 'vkutdv .e creu lase gurz ;uaj(rum zugn ,khp,)
   As Chanukah 5678 (1917) rapidly approached, the holy city of Jerusalem was thrown into turmoil. The first world war
was still raging in the European theater, but the battle for Jerusalem was over. The ruling Turks of the Ottoman Empire began
their retreat in early December 1917 as British General Edmund Allenby led his Egyptian Expeditionary Force (EEF) to the
gates of the city. Overnight on December 8 and 9, the Ottoman Turks evacuated Jerusalem and handed its mayor, Hussein
El-Husseini, a letter of surrender to give to the conquering British, ending 400 years of Ottoman rule over Jerusalem. 
     On the morning of December 9 - the first day of Chanukah - the mayor visited the American Colony, where a hospital
nurse aware of the proper protocol for surrender, took a sheet from a hospital bed, tore it in two, and gave the mayor half to
use as a white flag, held aloft on a broomstick. Back then, there was a code of honor, and a city’s surrender was only accepted
by officers on both sides with similar ranks. As mayor of the city, the honorable thing would have been for El-Husseini to meet
with General Allenby to tender the city’s surrender. But after enduring the full brunt of the British onslaught, El-Husseini was
incensed at the Ottoman Governor who had fled like a coward, and decided to make the Turkish defeat and surrender in
Jerusalem as humiliating as possible. As El-Husseini, flanked by a group of city dignitaries and an American photographer
named Lewis Larson, made their way to British military headquarters, the delegation chanced upon two British soldiers, kitchen
cooks in the 60

th
 Division who were on a mission to find eggs for their commander’s breakfast. Seizing the opportunity,

El-Husseini immediately tendered the city’s resignation to the cooks who were aghast and refused to accept the city’s surrender.
    Left with no choice, the delegation moved on and soon encountered two more British soldiers (from the same division),
sergeants Sedgwick and Hurcomb, who were scouts for their unit. After being offered the white flag and letter, they too,
refused to accept the surrender of Jerusalem but were willing to be photographed with the delegation and even accepted
cigarettes from them. Years later, a monument was erected at the very spot where this chance meeting took place, as a
memorial of the surrender of Jerusalem to the British army and the soldiers of the 60th division who fell in the first world war.
The monument can still be found today behind Jerusalem’s central bus station, in the Romema neighborhood.
    After being further rejected by a British artillery officer, the delegation met Brigadier General C.F. Watson, commander of
the 180th brigade. Brigadier Watson was surprised, but also honored, and immediately accepted the surrender of Jerusalem.
The group quickly set up a small impromptu ceremony, and El-Husseini handed over the letter, officially surrendering the
city. Following the ceremony, Watson informed his commanding officer, General John Shea, commander of the 60th
division, that he had accepted the surrender of Jerusalem on behalf of the British command. When General Shea heard this, he
was incensed and canceled the surrender to Watson insisting the code of honor demands that El-Husseini surrender to him. 
    Well, El-Husseini and his delegation were not too pleased with this development, but made their way again through the
streets of Jerusalem and out the city gates where they surrendered to General Shea. Shea entered Jerusalem and subsequently
informed General Allenby that he had accepted the surrender of Jerusalem. General Allenby was a morally upstanding man
and an avid student of history. He understood the significance of the Holy City and was equally shocked and horrified to learn
that its surrender was accepted by anyone other than himself - the Commanding General of all British Forces in the region. 
   He immediately canceled the first two surrenders and demanded that the city surrender to him and only him. At this point
El-Husseini became ill and the third surrender took place without him. Historians believe that he became ill with pneumonia
due to his frequent exposure to the cold December mornings, but his illness became exasperated due to the humiliation he
suffered during the surrender of the city. He succumbed to his illness a short time later. Two days later, General Edmund Allenby
walked through Jerusalem’s Jaffa gate and declared martial law ushering in the era of the British Mandate in the region.             
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rvxv ,hc kt uvb,hu u,t ;xuh hbst jehu /// (f-yk)
llllyyyynnnn: On the first night of Chanukah, 1944, excitement
gripped the inmates of the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
as they watched R’ Yisroel Shapira zt”l, the Bluzhever
Rebbe, prepare to light a single candle in honor of the chag.
The inmates gathered around the makeshift menorah in what
felt like the darkest setting in the world. Then, the Rebbe
pronounced the three berachos and lit a flame which seemed
to shine brighter than the brightest light in the world.
    One inmate turned to the Rebbe with tears in his eyes.
“Rebbe,” he cried out, “how can you recite the beracha of
Shehecheyanu under such circumstances? How can you
thank Hashem for helping us reach a time like this?”
   “The same question occurred to me as I was about to recite
the beracha,” replied the Rebbe, “but then I remembered that

standing here with me is a large group of Jewish prisoners
determined to perform a mitzvah despite their hideous and
inhumane situation, and their captors’ efforts to break their
spirit. This was reason enough. Thus, I decided to recite the
beracha of Shehecheyanu with great fervor.”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The parsha of Vayeishev coincides with Chanukah as
they both share a similar theme. Yosef was stuck in a mess
that seemed to darken his entire world in the worst way
possible. Yet despite his predicament, he remained strong and
unwavering until he was finally redeemed. The Jewish people
experienced a similar theme during the story of Chanukah.
For this reason, we commemorate that redemption by lighting
up the dark night and illuminating the ambiguous galus we
live in. It is for us to take a lesson - to learn from that era - and
in a more individual way, learn from Yosef to better ourselves,
one at time. This will bring the final redemption soon!

   Zechariah HaNavi, in the Haftorah, details a vision he had
in which he beheld the sight of a golden menorah with seven
branches protruding from it. Interestingly, the Navi then says
that the word of Hashem came to Zerubavel saying that “Not
by might, nor by power, but [only] by My spirit ...” It seems
like the vision of the golden menorah and the statement of
the mighty strength of Hashem go hand in hand.
    R’ Meir Simcha HaKohen zt”l of Dvinsk (Imrei Daas)
explains that Klal Yisroel is compared to an olive that is filled
with oil, for just like oil doesn’t mix with other liquids, Klal
Yisroel is a pariah in the world, a nation separated from all
the other nations. Furthermore, the menorah represents both
a physical aspect, the actual flame of the menorah, as well as

a spiritual one – the light of the flame which serves as a
representation of the light Klal Yisroel brings into the world.
    Thus, the word of Hashem stating that nothing in the world
matters in comparison to the holy spirit of Hashem, is a true
connection between the golden menorah and the lack of
physical might and power. Although the menorah is a
physical entity, its use is purely spiritual, thereby teaching us
that physicality isn’t always the answer.
   During the days of Chanukah, Torah Jews know that this
sentiment is most certainly true. The few Maccabees
overcame the mighty Yevanim – but not through physical
strength. Rather, they were successful because the holy spirit
of Hashem was with them. 
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