
 /// of,t rvyk ofhkg rpfh vzv ouhc hf (k-zy)vkhj, lnmg yuae -
   tsxju vause ka ,ucr ,uumn wv ,uehcsu ,crhec ohausdu ohtkn ukt ,uhar

ouhw 'asuenv ouhc ;t hf sg ovheuxp ihc uc,fb vru, hpud vcrv 'vru,c ovc urntb
hbpk kusd ivf ,sucg hbhbgc ouh ka u,hrjac iv uhypanu uheujc ohtrue 'wohruphfv
orc /vrvyvu ,uahrpv ,uumnc ohtrue vjbnv ,khp,c anav chrgvc ivu 'ohbpku
uzhtcu vagh lhtv ukt ,uumn ouheu ,hhagc vc lkb lrsv ,t ubk rntb ;t vru,c
kusd ivfv vuuymb ohruphfv ouh ,sucg ,uumn ,gc varpv ,khj,c 'ubnhheh ohbput
hba jek ktrah hbc ,tn ukhtu 'unmg kan 'vkugk khtu ,tyjk rec ic rp ,tcvc
hushuuc ohsevk lhrm vhv trcxv in vbvu 'vkgk sjt khtu ,tyjk ohzg hrhga
hf vuumn vru,v lt 'ubcre kg vsuu,h f"jt eru curv ova ktrah ,ubuug kg ohrcs
f"jt eru 'wu,hc sgcu usgc rpfu uk rat ,tyjv rp ,t irvt chrevuw ',hatrc
uk rat ,tyjv icre kg uh,ubuug ,t vsuu,n vkhj,na hrv 'wktrah kve kf sgcuw

/ktrah iuug sgc vsuu,n vburjtc eru u,hc sgc vsuu,n uk vhba ukhtu
,t jhfuvk aht tuch ratf oav ,sucgc kusd suxhu kkf itfn ohsnk ubtmnb   
apapk unmg jhfunv kg kyun ,hatr 'iduvf tka vaga uk vtrba ihbg kg uvgr
eru ie,k lhrmv ,t ie,h rcsc huek tuv otu vz kfn heb ift tuv ot uhagnc
oarsc (:ze n"c) wndv rntnfu u,kuz ,t jhfuvk kufh vcua,c u,rzju ubueh, rjtk

/wohrjt yuae lf rjtu lnmg yuae 'uaueu uaaue,vw euxpv ,t
,t jhfuvkn ejr,vk hktrahv ahtv kga ',tz kf ,utrc ostv rnth tnau    
jhfunv 'tuv hkut hf 'uhagn kg ureckn gbnh ;tu uc vtura cuy tk vagn kg uvgr

 vk ohkukv ase uhrp kf vhvh ,ghcrv vbacu(sf-yh)ruthcc - 
,uae ,urhzd kyck vkudxu 'shn, lrck ube,a k"zj ,be,

    `:ibcr ub,s ?hkhn hbv tbn /// ,urhpv kg ihfrcn smhf" (t-vk) ,ufrcc t,h
'tcheg hcr rnt itfn 'ovhrjtku ovhbpk vfrc ohbugya snkn - wvk ohkukv ase
,cujk ruen snk wndv tre lvns hrv /f"g '"lrcha osue oukf ougyha ostk ruxt

 c,fu /ihbvbv ,frcoooo""""ccccnnnnrrrrvvvvihbvbv ,frc ibhfrcns tngy rtck (d"v 't"p ,ufrc) 
 vaec lrsu vhsuvu jca lrs ohnfj ube, ,ucr ,ufrcu" 'k"zuttttrrrruuuuccccvvvv    ,,,,tttt    rrrruuuuffffzzzzkkkk    hhhhssssffff

sssshhhhnnnn,,,,,hkf,va uhrcsn rtucn hrv /k"fg '"vumn vag tku vbvb tka hp kg ;t 
rcsu 'shn, ,"hav ,t ,ufzk unmg ,t ezj,ha hsf tuv 'shn, lrck k"zj ,be,c
scug ,uhvk tuv ,hkf,v tnkg htvc ubhhj kf hrva ';ux iht sg euzhj lhrm vz
i,kgn kf uvzs tkt sug tku /"shn, hsdbk wv h,hua" vhvh ot er lhha vzu ',"hav

 t,htsf ohehsmv katttt""""rrrrddddvvvvcccc hrcs rtck wfa (wt whx g"ua) tttt""""nnnnrrrrvvvvhsdbk wv h,huaw 
lkv,v ohvktv ,t ohn, ehsm aht a"nf  -wuf rat ohehsmv ,kgncu" 'k"zu wshn,

 uhbpk h,uct ufkv,v rat ,uctc ifu lubjc ifu jb""""''''oooohhhheeeehhhhssssmmmmvvvv    ,,,,kkkkggggnnnn    kkkkffff    uuuuvvvvzzzzuuuu/k"fg 
tjt rc cegh hcr" :(t"v v"p) ,ufrcc hnkaurhv hrcsc ubhmn vz rcsk ruen 'vbvu   

vkf tmnbu ujhfuvk vmura vnc huek ;tu okaun tk ihhsg ohcr ,c rgac
'iufbv tuv lphvv vcrst hf ohcu,fc vtrb ,tzk 'ktrahn vjfuv ,uumn
,uumna hrv 'wtyj uhkg ta, tku l,hng ,t jhfu, jfuvw ,uarupn ubuuymb
tku 'u,kuz kmt iueh, aursv ihbg ost ,utrc u,kuz ,t jhfuvk vru,v in vag
tkw rntb vjfuvv ,uumn c,fb uca euxpv ,nsevc ck ouac tkt sckc uz
hrv tyjv in ukhmn lfcu hutrf ujhfun ubht ota hrv wlcckc lhjt ,t tba,
euxpc c,fbv wlunf lgrk ,cvtuw ,uumn ohhek vmur otcu uk tbua tuv
kg vkgh tk htsuuc ,tz hf /,ja ,srn uapb ,t khmhu hutrf ubjhfuh vhrjtka
kf vagh htsuuc tkt ubkhmh tku rvbc gcuy urhcj ,t vtrha ost ckc ,gsv
ubhtu smv in snuga hn ukhtu 'oh ,ukumnc ,ja ,srn ukhmvk vagnu ,urapt
ke ka ubc ic rnuju ke ';surf ubhsu uk tbua tuv hrv ukhmvk ,ukugp vaug
uthyjnv kusdw hf gushf ;udv in r,uh ;t vrehvu vcuajv ostv apbc rnuju
unmg ,t vaugu smv in snug tkt tyjv in ukhmvkn gbnb otu 'wudruvv in r,uh
,cvtuw vcrstu wtba, tkw ,uumnc ubuuymb if kg 'uk tbua tuv hrv vtur ubhtf
hpk tvha er 'urhcjk vjfuvv hsh kg 'uz vshn hshk ohtc smhfu lht' wlunf lgrk
cuah utk otcu vzc okaun tuv ot vkhj,c ibuc,ha khgk rntbfu vru, ihs
ohrmn .rt vagnfw a"nfu /vru,v ,uumnf u,kuz ,t jhfuh f"jtu vzukbv ufrsn
tk vna of,t thcn hbt rat igbf .rt vagnfu uag, tk vc o,cah rat
ohtmnb ubbht rcfaf ukhpt igbfu ohrmn hcauh ka ohbudnv ovhagn hf 'wuag,
,hhagc ,urhreu kug ,ehrpk ourdk ohkufh o,rhutc ,utmnvv er tkt ovng
ruejk kfa hbhgc shn, lhrm if kg 'tyjc kafvk ;t vkhkju xju ,uumnv

/kafb tku aucb tka hsfc vcuyu vhutr vchcx rjt aursku
ubng ,utcm wv" lhp lu,n zz vzv euxpv tvh tk okugk :ibjuh hcr oac txh wr
wv" :thhrcju ibjuh wr oac uvct wr iuct wr hc hxuh wr "vkx cegh hvkt ubk cdan
h"ga 'hnkaurhv hrcsc vbuufva 'oharpnv arhpu /f"g '"jyuc ost hrat ,utcm
ihbgv uvzu /oka ckc wvc jyucu ihntn ,uhvk uck rrug,h 'ukt oheuxp ,rhnt

 c,fa ,rdtv gushu /iujyc heuxp ,rhnt kakkkk""""zzzzuuuu    yyyybbbbkkkkxxxxnnnn    kkkkssssbbbbuuuuzzzz    wwwwrrrrshn, ruzj,u" '
thmuh tuv hf wv kt shn, hbhg 'wuf .ntu ezj wv kt vue unf vguahu iujyc heuxp
.rvf wv ,gua,u 'jyck lk, ztu 'stn tmnb  ,urmc vrzg 'vnusfu 'hkdr ,arn

 hrcs gush ifu /k"fg '"ihgkkkk""""rrrrvvvvnnnnvvvvkhdrvk hsf vbuntu iujyc heuxp rntha" '
vbunt ,snk uvfzha ,"havn aech oheuxpv ,rhnt rjtu /iujycv ,snk unmg

 /iujycu,,,,uuuurrrrhhhhzzzzdddd    kkkkffff    oooovvvvcccc    kkkkyyyycccckkkk    oooohhhhkkkkdddduuuuxxxxnnnn    oooohhhheeeeuuuuxxxxppppvvvv    uuuukkkkttttaaaa    oooohhhhbbbbuuuunnnnsssseeeevvvvnnnn    oooosssshhhhcccc    kkkkccccuuuueeeennnnuuuu
!!!!,,,,uuuuaaaaeeee,ufrgn vnfc ukkv oheuxp ohrnut uhva ovk thv vxubnu euscu 

/s",fg '"ohkumb uhvu 'v"cevc obujyc unau vnjknv
 whpu '"rcst hf h,bntv" ohkv,c tkn tren tuv vz kfu    eeee""""ssssrrrrvvvv'(oa) 

ihbg uvzu /"vbunt hbhbgc rcsn h,hhv hf hk v,hv vkusd vbunta 'tuv vbuufva
,ntc v"cevc juycu ihntn ,uhvk 'shn, unmg ezj,vk lhrm sjtu sjt kfa
vz h"gs 'vbunt hbhbgc shn, rcsk 'v"cevc ubh,ubunt ezjk iput uvzu /oka ckc

/oka ckc ,ntc v"cevc ohjuycu ohbhntn ,uhvk ubhnmg ezj,h

In Sefer Igra D’Kallah it is written:

    “wo,tyj kfk ovhgapnu ktrah hbc ,tnyn asev kg rpfuw - On Yom Kippur, we require a double atonement. On the ,tnuyw

wktrah hbc and the wo,tyj kfk ovhgapw. What’s the difference? The second refers to our sins, whereas the first is an atonement

for the Torah and mitzvos that we do, the vauseca ohrcs, that becomes tarnished from tumah and impurity. When a person

learns Torah and does a mitzvah but without pure intentions, he creates a tumah on it and this needs atonement.”

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Aizik Ausband zt”l (Lekach Daas) would say:

     “wl,hng ypa, esmcw - The concept of viewing a friend in favorable fashion is rooted in the same principals, which

guide a judge in his effort to reach a truthful conclusion. In both instances, everyone is to be regarded as innocent until

proven otherwise. Being ‘Dan l’kaf zechus’ is a measure we must take as a means of reaching the truth. We simply have

no right to assume guilt or find fault without actual proof. During the days of Sefirah, we recall the loss of Rebbi

Akiva’s twenty-four thousand talmidim, who failed to respect each other properly, in accordance with their greatness.

Often we are convinced that a friend is guilty, but in fact, only out of our insensitivities and eagerness to find fault. Our

obligation to be ‘Dan l’kaf zechus’ is to objective and honest and not allow are feelings to obscure our vision.”

A Wise Man would say: “You can change your direction to reach your goal, but don’t change your decision to get there.”            
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xb vagbu vehbn rfa uk vhv tku u,at v,na wtc vagn:db ,ca - 
A man’s wife died & left a nursing baby. The husband didn’t have any money
to hire a wet nurse, so Hashem made a xb & he was able to nurse the baby
himself. R’ Yosef said, “How great this man must be that Hashem performed
a miracle on his behalf.” Abaye said, "Just the opposite! This man is inferior,
because instead of sending him money to hire a nurse, the natural order of
the world was changed for him.”  [the-c j"ut]van ,urdt  was asked if
purchasing life insurance is a lack of iujyc. After all, if Hashem wants one
to leave money to his family, Hashem has many ways for this to occur. He
answers that this is not a lack of faith. Once Hashem has given us a vehicle
to leave oharuh money through a natural way [gcyv lrs], forcing Hashem
to provide this through different means would be considered relying on a xb

which is assur to do, similar to the position of Abaye in our gemara.
 [vp-d ,gs vujh];xuh vhscug wr  discusses this question & paskens like Igros

Moshe. He also brings vnka ojk ,"ua that addresses if purchasing life
insurance is a problem of "iyak vp j,p, kt"? He concludes that just like
one may purchase ohfhrf, (shrouds) & a burial plot without concern, the
same applies to insurance. In  {vfa n"uj],udvbvu ,ucua, , R’ Sternbuch

quotes the Brisker Rav that explains one of Hashem’s 13 attributes is “Emes”.
This means that Hashem’s judgments are so thorough & just, that if one is
v,hn chhj, but if he dies his wife & children will suffer unjustly, he will be spared
& kept alive in their merit. If so, purchasing life insurance that will take care of
one’s family after he dies, might be bad for him as it could speed up his death?
R’ Sternbuch answers that this should not be a concern since life insurance is

a standard practice and one may & should avail himself of its advantages.
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times
Davening Alone at Home. Due to the current situation many
people are still davening alone at home. Previously, we
discussed the concepts of having a set place to daven at home,
being dressed properly, plus what can and cannot be said when
one davens alone. We continue with the last topic.

On Mondays and Thursdays before Krias HaTorah, there is
a short tefillah: “Kel Erech Apaim”. This tefillah is
connected to Krias HaTorah (a special request for
forgiveness before starting to read the Torah) and is not said
when no Krias HaTorah will take place (1). Accordingly, if a
minyan has no Sefer Torah to read from it is also not said.
Avinu Malkeinu on fast days, Aseres Yemei Teshuva (and
BH”B which some say after Pesach and Sukkos), can be said
alone because it is not a Davar Shebikdusha. This is the
ruling of the Mateh Efraim (2) and the going custom (3).

On Pesach, many people wondered if they are permitted to
recite Yizkor and the tefillah of “Kel Malei Rachamim”
while davening alone. The answer is yes, and even though
the best way is to say both those tefillos as part of a tzibbur,
in this situation they can be said alone, see Gesher Hachaim
(4). So even under normal circumstances, if ladies find it hard
to go to shul, they can say these tefillos at home.       
Naming a Girl. The usual custom is to name a baby girl in
public after Krias HaTorah (if possible after receiving an
Aliyah) during the accompanying Mi Shebeirach. This is not
the only way it can be done, however, it is really a way to
publicize the name (and receive the blessings of those
congregated there). If one has no Krias HaTorah to go to, the
father of the baby can name the girl himself, using the Mi
Shebeirach in the siddurim with two grammatical adjustments.

1)

2)

3)

4.

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

Where it says, “In the merit that they will bli neder give charity,”
he should say, “I will bli neder give charity.” Where it says, “They
should merit to raise her ...” he should say,  “We will merit to raise
her ...” The family should immediately start to call her by that name
and publicize the name to those relevant, and that is now her name.



     The days between Pesach and Shavuos are not regular days. These are days of “Chol HaMoed” as R’ Shimshon Pinkus
zt”l explains: Pesach and Shavuos are one long holiday and all the days in between are Chol HaMoed. We must not treat
these days as regular days. We must not profane that which is holy because if we do, we can chas v’shalom lose our olam
haba, or rather, we can lose great opportunities that will help us get to lofty “Olam Haba”dika levels! In other words, we
must be careful not to squander these spiritual days of Sefiras HaOmer. So what should we do? R’ Chaim Vital zt”l writes
that the preparation for Kabbolas HaTorah is Tikkun HaMiddos and the 7 middos of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, with which He
created the world and interacts with the world, is the way in which we can raise ourselves up to a world of ruchniyus and
Dveikus BaHashem. The first 3 middos are connected and they need to be learned individually and applied together. 
    What is Chessed? Chessed is NOT what we think it is. It is not doing a favor for someone when it is convenient for us. It
is not about helping someone because it makes us feel good. And it is certainly not about being nice to someone because
they deserve it or they will give me kavod. Chessed means wanting to give to others because I want to be a GIVER! I want
to emulate Hashem. I want to give for the sake of giving and to become a giver. 
     It makes no difference how a recipient will react to my giving. If they thank me, it actually takes away from my pure act
of giving. If they do not appreciate what I do for them, that is even better! If you hear yourself muttering, “That’s the last
time I will do anything nice for him ... he didn’t even thank me...” then now is the time to change your perspective and put in
that extra effort of truly acquiring this beautiful Heilege midda of chessed! Bezras Hashem to be continued ....JJ JJ oo oo
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      It is not by chance that this year, the year of Covid-19, these two parshiyos are connected, forming the fateful words
"ohause-,un hrjt" after the deaths of so many kedoshim. We’re still reeling from the magnitude of tzaros that we are now
facing. So many almanos, yesomim and so many Gedolim are gone. How can we move forward and gain some inspiration?
     First and foremost, I believe, is to try to be "kugc taub" - to feel their pain and offer any form of assistance needed. The first
Rashi in Parshas Kedoshim on the posuk, "ktrah hbc ,sg kf kt rcs", says: “This teaches us that this posuk was stated in the
assembly (before all of Klal Yisroel) because most of the fundamental teachings of the Torah are dependent on it.” Perhaps
we can say pshat in Rashi that the majority of the Torah is dependent on what? On Hakhel. On being together and united. We
must do our utmost to alleviate the suffering and pain of our fellow Yid. Whether it is monetary or just emotional support. 
     Additionally, we must also focus on our own spiritual efforts. The Torah gives us a mitzvah to honor our elders and
talmidei chachamim, ensuring the continuation of our rich mesorah. The Gemara says that “zakein” here refers to a talmid
chacham because the word "iez" is an acronym for "z ve vbj"vnf . The Pnei Yehoshua asks that zakein only stands for "vbe vz" -
where’s the chochmah? He answers based on the Gemara (/tn ohrsb) that says “da koni” (one who acquired chochmah), “mah
chaser” (lacks nothing), “da lo koni” (one who has not yet acquired chochmah), “mah koni” (has acquired nothing). In other
words, the only everlasting kinyan is Torah and mitzvos. As the posuk says, "kfv jeh u,unc tk hf /// aht rhagh hf trh, kt". 
    So during this trying period in our lives, as we extend our helping hand to our fellow Yidden, let us realize that in truth,
we are acquiring our portion in Olam Haba. And in the same vein, let us beseech Hashem to say to our tzaros hs - enough!   

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// wv hbt lunf lgrk ,cvtu(jh-yh)

 //// wv hbt utrh, hasenu urna, h,,ca ,t(k-yh)
    It was common knowledge that there were no Shabbos desecrators in the city of Telz, Lithuania, before WWII. The great
Telz Yeshivah’s influence extended beyond its walls, encompassing the entire town. Every single Jewish-owned store in Telz
remained closed over Shabbos, until the day one of the local Jewish barbers decided to profane the day’s holiness by keeping
his business open. Of course, this caused an uproar in the town. The Rav sent him a message warning him to close his store,
but he paid no attention. That very day, the Roshei Yeshivah and their talmidim went to protest in front of his store. 
     The proprietor brazenly appeared in the doorway and taunted them: “Benk kvetchers (bench warmers, a disparaging term
for yeshivah students) - go back to your yeshivah; I’m not going to close my store!” R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt”l, one of the
Roshei Yeshivah, walked over to him and, removing his own glasses for safety, delivered two slaps to the barber’s cheeks.
Seeing all the bachurim standing there, the barber was afraid to retaliate, but he yelled in fury, “I’m going to call the police!” 
    “If you want to call the police, go ahead,” R’ Eliyahu Meir responded. “They know where I live.” With that, he turned
around and made his way home. That same day, the Rav of Telz, R’ Avraham Yitzchak Bloch zt”l Hy”d, brother of R’
Eliyahu Meir, sent the shammes to all the shuls in town to announce that everyone was to gather in the Beis HaMedrash
HaGadol at 4:00 pm. Every citizen and yeshivah bachur gathered at the appointed hour, packing the building to capacity. 
     The first speaker was R’ Avraham Yitzchok, followed by the mashgiach, R’ Zalman Bloch zt”l hy”d. Then, R’ Eliyahu
Meir went up and his voice rose with emotion: “When the enemy invaded Eretz Yisroel, everybody fled to Yerushalayim.
When the enemy took Yerushalayim. they all fled to the Har Habayis. When the enemy reached Har Habayis, the people ran
into the Heichal and when the enemy arrived there, the people went into the Kodesh HaKadoshim .... Rabbosai! Lita’s
Kodesh HaKadoshim is ablaze! Telz is burning! One madman has decided to desecrate Shabbos in Telz and when a lunatic
burns down your house, he’s burning down the Kodesh HaKadoshim! Let us sanctify Shem Shamayim and save Telz!”
    When he finished speaking, the local police commandant, a thin, puny gentile, warned him, “Are you trying to spark a
revolution in Telz?” Upon hearing this, a strong, sturdily built American bachur approached the officer, picked him up with
his hands, and literally threw him out of the building! He relied on his American citizenship to protect him from any
retaliation on the officer’s part. Among the general populace, the protest achieved its aim and was widely noted, although the
barber kept his shop open every Shabbos in his empty store, without a single customer. For his part, it was enough that
Shabbos was being desecrated and that Telz’s record of staunch Torah observance had been breached. He wasn’t only left
idle on Shabbos. His store remained empty on the remaining days of the week, too. Who would be willing to patronize someone
who’d taken such a brazen step? Who could enter his store without being thoroughly embarrassed? The Bundists gave him a
weekly salary to compensate him for his idleness, a reward for his battle to breach the wall of Shabbos observance. 
     Time passed and the Russian Communists took over in Lithuania. The barber, who was a staunch Communist, rose to
prominence in Telz, giving rise to the serious concern that he might use his newfound power to settle an old score and inform
on R’ Eliyahu Meir, who would likely be sent to Siberia. At a family meeting, it was decided that R’ Eliyahu Meir should
preempt any trouble by fleeing the town in secret. One night, with no fanfare, he left for Kovno, Lithuania’s capital, where he
obtained an exit permit, as the Russians had not yet managed to take full control of the diplomatic apparatus. 
     His brother-in-law, R’ Chaim Mordechai Katz zt”l, another of the Roshei Yeshivah in Telz, also obtained an exit visa and
accompanied him to the United States, ostensibly in order to raise funds for the yeshivah. They arrived in America just before
the Nazi onslaught in Lithuania. In time, it became clear that the merit of R’ Eliyahu Meir’s action on behalf of the honor of
Shabbos saved his life. He was an “ud mutzal me’eish,” a brand plucked from the conflagration of the war. The two Roshei
Yeshivah went on to rebuild the great Telz Yeshivah in Wickliffe, Ohio. (Adapted from Trail of Triumph, by Rabbi Dov Eliach)                  

   ovkt ,rntu ktrah hbc ,sg kf kt rcs
 ofhekt wv hbt ause hf uhv, ohase   (c-yh)

 //// zg ut caf ut rua yjah rat ktrah ,hcn aht aht(d-zh)
llllyyyynnnn: In the early days of the leadership of R’ Dov Ber, the
Mezeritch Maggid zt”l, he called in one of his young
followers and asked him to become a shochet. The chasid
was excited at this opportunity to become the Rebbe’s
personal shochet and he studied the halachos thoroughly.
Then, he observed another shochet and trained some more by
doing some shechita himself. Finally, he felt he was ready
and brought his chalif, his personal slaughtering knife, to the
Maggid to have him test it to see that it was sharp enough.
     The Maggid took the knife and passed his finger over it.
Suddenly, he called out, “Oiy!” He handed it back to the
chasid who understood that it was not kosher enough.
    The shochet worked on his chalif, searching for anything
that might disqualify it and when he felt it was perfect, he
again brought it to the Maggid for inspection. The Maggid
passed his finger over it and again called out, “Oiy!”  
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     The disappointed shochet took it back and sharpened it
even more. When he brought it back a third time and again,
the Maggid said, “Oiy!” the young man was downcast and
told the Rebbe, “Apparently, I do not have enough feeling
like the Rebbe does. If so, I am not qualified to be a shochet.”
     Now, the Maggid smiled and said, “I wasn’t testing the
knife. It is perfectly kosher. I was testing your inner qualities
to see how truthful you are. Now that you realize what you
lack, you are fully prepared to be an excellent shochet!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: One who provides a service like shechita for others
must be an honorable and truthful person. An entire
community relies on him and if he only thinks about himself
and earning money, he cannot be trusted to do a good job.
This idea applies to all forms of employment. Emes, truth, is
a hallmark of a righteous person, and one does not need to
be learning Torah all day in order to prove his righteousness.
Even in the workplace, a truthful and honest person will go a
lot further than a person who only thinks about himself.     
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  The Rema rules that when Acharei-Mos and Kedoshim are
together, the Haftorah is read from Acharei-Mos because the
Haftorah includes the gist of the Haftorah of Kedoshim. 
   Though the prophecy scolds the Jewish people relentlessly
for their many sins, it ends with a vision of redemption which
emphasizes themes of universal divine judgment that are
implied in Parashas Kedoshim. Amos HaNavi states that
Hashem compares Klal Yisroel to “the sons of Kushim
(dark-skinned people),” because just as a dark-skinned
person stands out amongst others, the Jewish people stick out
amongst the nations of the world due to their higher moral

standards and actions. But why is the comparison made to the
“sons” of Kushim and not the Kushim themselves?
    R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zt”l explains that just as
Yaakov Avinu manipulated his cattle to give birth to speckled
offspring by placing speckled wood in their drinking troughs,
Rav Yehuda HaNasi quotes a story to prove that humans
work the same way. If a Kushi woman wishes to have a white
-skinned child, all she needs to do is concentrate on white
skin. Although Klal Yisroel spent a long time in Egypt, Chazal
reiterate many times that their thoughts always remained pure
and holy, never losing focus on who they were and where they
came from. For this reason, Hashem promised that despite our
misgivings, He will ultimately redeem us and bring the geula.


