
wv ,nur, ,t ,,k keav ,hmjnn yhgnh tk ksvu vcrh tk rhagv
 /// ofh,apb kg rpfk(uy-k)vbuufv lrgf vumn kf lrg - 

    nrehgc huk, vumn kf ka vfrga ub,ut ,snkn wkeav ,hmjnw ka uz vum
cu,fa tren tknktu /,hcv esc hfrumk ub,hb tukv ukt ,ugn vbv /vbuufv rvuyc
udhah lfc hf 'u,kufh hpk hutrf vbudv vb,n i,h sjt kfa hutrvna ohrnut ubhhv

a thv vru,v ,gs okut ',ta r,hc vrynv ,thsf wkeav ,hmjnw er i,h t"f
i,ubv iuufnaf /v,buufc ot hf 'vrynv ,davc vhuk, vbh,bv lrg ihta ,uruvk
,cajbu ase,b vz hrv ',"hav oak vbh,bv vhv,a ubhhv wasuev keacw vz vhvha

wk(/he ,ujbn) /wohnak uck ihufha sckcu 'yhgnnv sjtu vcrnv sjtw /w,"havk vnur,
ukt ,uch, vbvs wyhgnh tk ksvu vcrh tk rhagvw vrntu vru,v vphxuva hvuz    
yhgnvk kufh ksvu ;hxuvk kufh rhagva ,gsv kg vkug vhv ot hf 'ohbcun obht
wkeav ,hmjnw ,,k vtruvva tmnb 'ost kf ka ,kufhv ,shnc huk, rcsvu

 t"ta iuhfu /u"j tuak vrntbn xubn iht ,gsv kg rcsv ,ukgvkvru,v vbuufa rnuk
vrntb teusc hf 'wkeav ,hmjnw er ,,k huuhmv ka ungyc rcsk ukt ,uch,c
ohngpk hf 'rhagv ka ,uhbpv ,t ekxk hsf vuuac ,ugn ost kf i,ha vuumnv
,hkf,k vghbn uvzu 'lfc scf,vk hsf vbudv vcsb ohrvk rhagv ,t rmhv v,pn
lrg ihta vadrv uc rrug,vk kufh ygnh ot ksv od 'a"ak vbuufc vhuk,v vumnv
vhumr vbuuf lu,n i,h ota ,uruvk rhagv ka u,bh,bk u,bh,b uuav ifk 'u,bh,bk

/vbuufv ,uF#zc vhuk, ,uumnv rehg hf 'rhagv ka u,bh,b lrgf u,bh,b lrg vhv,
/vba ohragn vkgnk tuva hnk er uz vumn vrntb vn hbpn ihcvk i,hb od lfc   

 hghcav ouhcu .rtv ,tu ohnav ,t wv vag ohnh ,aa hf
 /// apbhu ,ca(zh'zy-tk),cav ouh ,sucg ihbgc - 

   `ohrmn ,thmh rhfzha lhrmu :cegh rc tjt cr rnt" :(c-zhe) ohjxp wndc t,h
[lhhj hnh kf ohrmn .rtn l,tm] ouh ,t rfz, ignk tfv ch,f /ouhv aushec
,thmhw rhfzvk cuhj aha 'wndv vrnt /f"g '"uasek ,cav ouh ,t rufz o,v ch,fu
'c"m wndv hrcsu /,ca ,rhfzk ohrmn ,thmh ,rhfz aeuva 'aushe ,umnc wohrmn

?ohrmn ,thmh rhfzvk ,cau ,ca kfc vcuj ah gusn
,cuj suxh rehg vbvs /ohrmn ,thmh ,rhfzk ,ca ,rhfz ihc iuhnsv rtck vtrbu    
,"hava vsun tuv hrv ,ca rnuava ',"havc vbuntv suxh kg sxuhn ,ca ,rhna
,t wv vag ohnh ,aa hf" ch,fsf 'hghcav ouhc jbu ohnh ,aac okugv ,t trc
hfbt" :(c 'f ,una) ch,fs vn kg oharpnv uaeva vn gushu /"wudu .rt ,tu ohnav
lh,tmuv rat" :ch,f gusns '"ohscg ,hcn ohrmn .rtn lh,tmuv rat lhekt wv
ukhpts 'oharpnv umrh,u ?".rtu ohna h,trc rat" :ch,f tku '"ohrmn .rtn
okugva ohbhntn ova er 'okugv ,t trc v"ceva vsun ohxruehptvu ohrpufv
kf kg yhkav u,yhkac dvub ubhtu /vnusfu ,ukznv ,yhkacu gcyv lrs h"pg dvub

,hhag ,gc ,uhbpv kf ekxku .nt,vk ostv in aursk vzc vru,v v,mr
hf 'ohrag hbcn oh,ujpvn ,tz aursk rapt hta vru, vgsha iuhfu ',uumnv

/kkfv in o,ut vthmuv ifk ohna oak iuufk ofrm kf ,kaucn o,gs iht ukt
u,gs ohkavk vfuz ubht ohrag kkfk ostv ghdv tka sug kf runtf okut    
iht vkgn ka ihs ,hcc oa tuv lfk vjfuvu 'vnak vsucg ubnn aursk t"tu
/wahtwf rsdun ubht ihhsga hbpn ,tzu 'ohrag kkfk utuc sg ostv ,t ohahbgn
,hkf,v kg ohrun uz vumnc ohruntv ohyrpv kfa ubt ohtur ohbp kf kg
vsucgv ,ukkf kg snkb uz vumnnu /vbuufv rvuy thva 'vsucgv ka vmrbv
kf znrk iufbk vru,v v,tra rcsv tkph okut /vagnca vbuufvc vhuk, thva
y"agcv oac urnt vesmv ,uumn kg teusa rjtn 'teus vesmv ,uumnc ,tz
rvuyc er ,uhuk, ,uumnv kf lrga sugc hf ',uumnv rta kg iur,h vc aha
uh,uhbp oak vnhhe ot od vumnk uk cajhha vesm ,umn ohhenv vfuz 'vbuufv
(vtr ,arp) wvru,v kg y"agcw rpxc obuakf ohrcsv ,t eh,gbu 'uh,ughdbu
,uumnv kfs 'g"b cuy oa kgc ktrah v"un hhvukt ahtn ohrnut h,gnaw :k"zu
vbhta ;t 'vesm kct 'kkf u,uagk tka vhv cyun ',uhbp og vaug osta

/k"fg 'wiuhctv apb vhjna 'vumn vaug ouen kfn 'vnak vaugf rjcunvn
r,hc hf 'wvnakwv ,sucg kg zrzk vru,v v,tr uz vumnc teus ifta k"hu    
.nt,n f"gu 'uhagnk lrg iht a"ak vbuufv rsgvca ostv gsuh tukv ,uumnv
vbuuf tkc oda vesmv ,uumnc tuv if tk /vhumr vbuuf lu,n vagnv ,t ohhek
ka u,hntku /vnak tka vnuhec ,umr,vk ostv kukg if kg 'uvhagnk lrg ah
,gdn thv ihtu 'ohshxj ,ban uz iht uz ihgf vumnk lrg ah ift ot od rcs
/uz vumnc teus zrzk iufbk vru,v v,tr if kgu 'vhumr vbuuf lu,n ,hagbv vesmk
hrehgns 'k"r - "ohrmn .rtn lh,tmuv rat" :rntb z"gu /,"hav ka u,jdavu
tuvu 'v"cev ,jdavc hrndk dvub okugva ',hyrp vjdavc ihntvk tuv vbuntv
ubk vkd,b vzu /gcyv ,ujufk jf oua ihtu 'gcyv lrs h"pg kkf dvub ubhtu 'vthrcv
,"havu 'okugc gcy oua ihta 'kf hbhgk u,jdav vkhd v"ceva 'ohrmn ,thmhc

/ubumrf gcyv ,t ,ubak "kufh kf" tuv ubumrcu 'gcyv hbhbg kf ,t dhvbnv tuv 
,cas /aushec ohrmn ,thmh rhfzvk chhj gusn cyhv icun vz hpks 'k"h f"tu    
hs tk obnt 'okugv ,t trc ,"hava vbuntv suxh rehg kg sxuhn asue
vaghu vaugu vag tuva ihntn ubhta inz kfa 'okugv ,t trc ,"hava ihntvk
ubht 'gcyv hbhbg kf dhvbnu 'vthrcv kf kg yhkav tuv ,"havu 'ohagnv kfk
,ca kfc aushec ohrmn ,thmh ihrhfzn ubt f"gu 'vbuntv hrehgc hrndk ihntn
lt tuv vthrcv ouhe kfu ',"hav ,jdavc ohbhntn ubta vbuntv ,uruvk ',cau
gcy oua ihtu 'okuf ,ujufv kgc tuva 'kfv kg yhkav tuvu 'u,jdavc eru
ouhv ,rha unf /,"havk vtsuv ka ouh tuv ,cav ouhs 'sug ;hxuvk ahu /kkf
ouha ogyva 'rtck vtrbu /"wudu iuhkg lnak rnzku wvk ,usvk cuy" - tuv
vnhka vbuntc ohbhntn ubta rjt ers ',"havk vtsuv ka ouh tuv ,cav
lhha vz vrfvc er ',"hav ,tn eru lt tuv [gcyv h"g ukhpt] ubk aha vn kfa

/k"bf ,cav ouh ,sucg uvzu 'cuyv kf ka ruen tuva ,"havk ,usuvk

"lubhjk ghdva iye" - Abaye says that the only time there is a cuhj of lubhj on a iye, is for a mitzvah that a kusd in this situation would be chhujn
to do t,hhrutsn. The  [wd 'c"p vdhdj]o"cnr  paskens like this & says a minor that is now lame or blind [rdhj ut tnux], even though he will be
cured before he is a kusd, since if he was a kusd he would be ruyp from vhhtr, there is no chiyuv of chinuch on him now. 
    The cegh hrufc[ws 'zbr, 'ckuk wkv]  says if a iye performs a mitzvah ihsf tka, even if he doesn’t realize it, the father is not lubhj ,umn tmuh.
For example, if a father gives his Lulav to his minor son, without a proper htb, resulting in it not being "ofk", even if the child is unaware of this
detail, the father is not lubhj tmuh. He then brings the ;xuh hfrc who klers if there is a ihs of chinuch on mitzvas lulav on the other days of
Sukkos that are only ibcrsn? Since our Gemara says only on mitzvos that an adult would be chhj on t,hhrutsn, is there a lubhj ,umn? He
then adds that even if yes, this would not apply to the ibcrs ,umn of ohrupu 'vfubj 'z"nvrc - but doesn’t explain why. The cegh hrufc explains
that maybe on these mitzvos, if he is never lbjn him, he will never learn how to do them. f"tan, ckuk since he does vkhyb on the first 2
days, he would learn the mitzvah. He concludes, based on the ohsdn hrp & z"y, that it’s yuap there is a ihs of chinuch even on the days of ibcrs.
The  [wd e"x'z"br,]c"ban  hints to this tbhnt vuv & brings the n"rp that lubhj ,umn does apply to the other days that are only ibcrs [wd iuhmv rga]. 
    Later [jf e"x 'j"br,] the c"ban brings the i"ctr that even if the lulav is missing "ofk", the father is lubhj tmuh because ultimately the iye is
becoming khdr in the vumnv ,hhag.  [vm wx 'd"j 'j"ut n"dt]k"mz van wr  discusses this & points out, that even if one relies on the i"ctr, since
the vumn vagn is ihsf tka, we should not tell the minor or even assist him in making a beracha on the vkhyb, as it is a vkyck vfrc.
Furthermore, he says, even though in Europe they relied on the i"ctr, the reason was because Esrogim were scarce back then, but ubhbnzc
when they are readily available & we can afford them, one should purchase a personal esrog for a lubhjk ghdv iye. 
    When the rzb hbct was a small boy his father sent him home from shul on Yom Kippur to eat something. When he came back his father
asked him if he had made Kiddush, to which he replied, “No”. Alluding to our Gemara he explained, “Since if I was a kusd I would not be eating
today & thus would not have a aushe cuhj, there is no ihs of chinuch on me to make Kiddush!”            

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yosef Patzanovsky zt”l (Pardes Yosef) would say:
    “When the Jews sinned with the golden calf, Moshe requested to be erased from Hashem’s book in the event He did not
forgive them. Hashem replied, ‘Do you think that ‘the one who sinned against Me I will erase from My book?’ This means that
the Jews are an eternal people: all of them have a place in My book and are inscribed forever. None of them will be erased
from my book, so much more you, who has never sinned! Therefore, your concept of being erased cannot be applied.”

A Wise Man would say: “Leadership is getting someone else to do something you want done because he wants to do it.”    
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Kashrus in the Kitchen (30). Separation of Meat and Dairy. 
Oven Usage. Last week we explained that one should not heat
both meat and dairy in the same oven, at the same time. Even if
both items are covered and dry (and there is strong reasoning in
halacha to permit it), it is not advisable because of mistakes that
might happen. With a little planning ahead, one can eliminate
the need to ever cook both types together.
One After Another: Covered/Dry Items. The more pressing
issue is if one can use the oven for one type after the other, with
or without kashering the oven in between. Are we scared that
the first item will give taste into the oven roof and leave residue
which might travel back down if both items steam up? If both
items are covered [recipe allowing], there is no problem because
the pot cover holds back steam from getting out to the rest of the
oven. One could also decide that one of the types [usually meat is
common] is used open and any dairy usage will all be covered
[recipe allowing]. This will also prevent a “second-type” steam
bringing down any of the “first type” steam. This would also be
accomplished if the items, or one type of item, meat or dairy, are
dry items that don’t give off steam. This would also work for a
dry parve item baked after a meat or dairy item to stay parve.

      

This is very relevant for those who bake challah or cookie dough
after open gravy meat was cooked there. Since they are considered
dry they will remain parve [if the racks are clean from any edible
meat or dairy], and can be eaten with milk. A soft batter that can be
poured and bakes dry, like a sponge cake or some potato kugels, is
debatable if it can be considered dry, to be baked after open gravy
meat to eat with milk. If it was done, it could be eaten with milk (1).

One After Another: Uncovered Steamy Items. This case has
precedent in early Poskim who seem to have permitted even such
a case by the old type ovens where an open fire was in the oven
(2). This fire would burn up any steam before it entered the oven
roof and probably provide an ongoing kashering if any steam
enters the roof. The question is if our ovens today, where the fire is
covered and separated from the main oven cavity, can accomplish
the same. On the other hand, our superior steam vent systems seem
to leave us with clean dry oven roofs [not dripping like soup pot
covers as previous generation ovens have been described]. One
segment of Klal Yisroel holds it is permitted (3), while other
segments of Klal Yisroel will not let one type cook there after the
other type unless they burn out the oven for 30 minutes full blast,
or at least 300 degrees, or at least wait 24 hours between them (4).



      After the sin of the Eigel Hazahav, Hashem declared that he would destroy Bnei Yisroel. Moshe Rabbeinu pleaded with
Hashem for Divine mercy for His stiff necked people. Earlier, we see that Hashem used the very same midda as the reason
why He would not accompany the Jews to Eretz Yisroel. Hashem said, “Ki lo Ehele b’kirbicha ki am kshei oref atah - I will
not go up with you because you are a stiff necked people.” Now, why would Moshe use this midda of “am kshei oref” to
plead for mercy if Hashem just used these very same words to describe why He would not be with them? 
     R’ Avraham Pam zt”l explains that this negative midda has a positive side. When utilized in a positive way, this is a most
outstanding quality. This stubbornness has held us together throughout our history. It was our unbending tenacity as a people
that gave us the ability to persevere through expulsions, pogroms, forced conversions and so many other situations where we
were willing and often had to sacrifice our very lives to be mekadesh shem shomayim. This incredible strength, the positive
expression of being a stiff necked people is why we have survived and outlived all our enemies through all our years in galus. 
    In the same parsha we see that it is the very same trait that Hashem uses to describe His sinful and undeserving nation, that
Moshe uses to ask Hashem to forgive His beloved people and be with them. How can the same trait be so good and so bad? 
     This is a great lesson for us in the way we relate to others. Often we find fault with people because of a certain negative trait
that they have, and yet when we find the same midda in ourselves, it is not only tolerable, but it is a great virtue! 
    The key to getting along with others, especially the people we love the most is by realizing that every midda has two sides.
There is the part that we love and there is the part that we don’t like at all. But what we must remember is that it is a package
deal! It is all part of one whole. We must take the bad with the good. But we must choose to focus on the good.

      These famous and powerful words, recited with intense emotion, are intended to invoke the mercy of our Father in
Heaven. Rashi explains that the term "k-e" is also a name of mercy, similar to Hashem and not like Elokim which
represents din, strictness. He cites a posuk to prove this "hb,czg vnk hke hke" (cf ohkv,). I saw an interesting question. Why
does Rashi choose a posuk in Tehillim when he could have cited a posuk from Chumash "vk tb tpr tb ke"? Perhaps we can
suggest the following. The Vilna Gaon zt”l explains that the term “Keil” means strong or powerful. Here, too, the attribute
we denote is a great and strong mercy, not just your typical mercy. The middos are in ascending order. “Hashem - Hashem
- Keil...” The posuk, "vk tb tpr tb ke" is Moshe’s tefillah on behalf of his sister, Miriam. It was a regular tefillah not born out
of desperation, whereas Esther Hamalka called out "hke hke" to Hashem with a sense of urgency. It was an emergency.
Therefore, Rashi quotes the words that Esther said to grasp that precise definition of Keil - a great and extreme rachamim. 
    We can present another machshava to explain this as well. There is one letter which creates a powerful difference between
these two posukim: the letter yud. In the posuk "vk tb tpr tb ke" it merely says the Name of Hashem. In the posuk Rashi quotes,
it says “Keili”- MY Hashem. When a person comes to the realization that Hashem isn’t merely a G-d over the universe that
facilitates the smooth functioning of the world, but rather He is my own personal protector, the midda of rachamim is invoked
in a far greater manner. Thus, Rashi chose the posuk from Tehillim, "hke hke". Based on this machshava we can better
understand the halacha of hiddur mitzvah. The source for this is "uvubtu hke vz" Because when a person realizes that it’s a real
and personal relationship with Hashem, he will seek to glorify the Almighty in a most splendid and mehudar fashion!                

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 vmrt rvdhu knrfv atr kt vkg uvhktu
 /// ufrc ihc uhbp oahu(cn-tn-jh wt ohfkn)

 ;rg vae og o,t ktrah hbc kt rnt
 /// lh,hkfu lcrec vkgt sjt gdr(v-dk)

oujr k-e wv wv trehu uhbp kg wv rcghu
 /// ,ntu sxj cru ohpt lrt iubju(u-sk)

 /// ofasen wv hbt hf ,gsk ofh,rsk ofhbhcu hbhc tuv ,ut hf urna, h,,ca ,t lt(dh-tk)
     A native of South Africa and the son of a well-respected rabbi, Mr. Kivi Bernhard is an orator who built a successful
diamond business from scratch in the United States. Kivi devised a fascinating original business philosophy called
“Leopardology,” which derives lessons from the African leopard, a legendarily successful predator he observed in South
Africa, to the competitive business world of today. Kivi’s book, “Leopardology: The Hunt for Profit in a Tough Global
Economy” is an international bestseller. Kivi and his philosophy have been profiled by a slew of major media outlets, and
he has become a mainstay attraction at elite corporate events hosted by some of the world’s most successful corporations.
    Kivi spoke about his experiences as an orthodox Jew who travels as a keynote speaker working with meeting planners
and speaker bureaus across the world. Kivi has spoken for many Fortune 500 corporations, among them AMEX, Bank of
America, Coke and ING Insurance. But he is most passionate about Shabbos. “Nothing we do for Shabbos is a sacrifice,
rather everything that we do is for Shabbos,” he says. “The whole world compromises so that we can keep Shabbos.” And
he is talking from personal experience. Kivi was once invited to deliver the opening address at an important Microsoft
business conference. Hundreds of international figures key to Microsoft’s business were slated to be there.
    Immediately realizing that the conference was scheduled to be on Shabbos, Kivi told the speaker bureau, “You know I
don’t work on Saturday.” A senior VP of Microsoft called him up and offered him double, even triple the rate to appear at
the conference. He said to Kivi, “What do you need? We’ll send you a blank check, you write it.” 
    At some point they were ready to pay him an astronomical fee, half a year’s salary for some people. Tempting though it
was, Kivi knew it was a nisayon from Hashem. This is where his commitment to Judaism was being tested. This is where
his integrity as a G-d-fearing Jew was being challenged. This is where he stood at the end of a chain of 4000 years of
ancestors who celebrated Shabbos, and he would have to make his own decision now. And he did.
     He explained to Microsoft, that his decison did not have to do with money. He was not declining the offer because he
wanted more money; he was declining because G-d told the Jewish people to observe the seventh day of the week,
Shabbos, as the one day which is beyond money, beyond career, beyond finances, beyond promotions. It was a day of rest
and closeness with G-d, a day to pray in the synagogue - a day to spend with your loved ones
    The very next day they got back to him. They said that due to his strict Shabbos policy, they would reschedule the entire
conference to Sunday. They asked if that was okay, and he said that would work and the original price would work too.
     Indeed, the Sunday conference opened with a keynote address by Mr. Kivi Bernard. 
     A few weeks later, Kivi got a call. It was the same senior Microsoft executive who tried to negotiate with him. He told
Kivi that subsequent to the conference, he had an occasion to join Bill Gates on his private jet where this particular event
came up for discussion. The name Bill Gates is well-known and as the one-time richest man in the world, his wealth and
charitable donations are famous world-wide. The Microsoft executive mentioned the unusual experience of having to
reschedule the entire conference for Microsoft in order to accommodate “a Jew’s observance of the Sabbath.”
    Bill Gates was quiet for a moment. Then he said, “I am a person who can buy anything I want. From any skyscraper,
yacht, jet, to any company under the sun. There is nothing I can’t purchase for money. I can buy people. I can buy patents.
I can buy talent. I can buy genius. But there is one thing that money cannot buy,” Gates intoned as his executives listened
intently. “One of them is the Sabbath! For a Jew, it is not up for sale.”
     Kivi shared the story and said that it was Bill Gates who made him understand just how meaningful his sacrifice really
was. Bill Gates made him realize how rich he really was, when he owned something that money could not buy.                      
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 irvt kt uthchu ovhbztc rat cvzv hnzb ,t ogv kf uerp,hu(d-ck)

llllyyyynnnn: The Tchebiner Rav, R’ Dov Berish Weidenfeld zt”l,
was known for his brilliance in Torah. He was universally
accepted by all types of Jews, as he had the unique ability to
connect with the greatest Torah minds of the generation, the
simple Baal Habos, as well as the non-religious teenager
who was trying to find his way back to Yiddishkeit.
    Once, however, while giving a shiur in his yeshivah, he
suddenly became confused. He lost his train of thought and
couldn’t figure out the point he was trying to make. Soon, his
entire shiur began to unravel. Sitting in the corner of the
room was the now famous R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a. He
offered a comprehensive explanation which seemed to put
the puzzle back together again. He literally saved the shiur!
     Satisfied, the Tchebiner Rav was able to regain his
equilibrium and continue with the shiur. However, before he

jumped back in to the finer points of lomdus, he looked R’
Sternbuch in the eye and said to him, “You are not the one to
take the credit for this shiur!” 
     Startled and utterly confused, R’ Moshe managed to give a
nod of consent, although he wasn’t quite sure why he was
nodding. After all, he wasn’t trying to show off his brilliance;
he was just trying to help put the shiur back together. 
     The Tchebiner Rav smiled and told him, “It’s not you who
should take credit, rather the tefillos of your mother when she
painstakingly recited, day in day out, wl,ru,c ubhbhg rtvuw.”  
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Rashi tells us that when Aharon Hakohen was
attempting to stall the Jewish people from creating a “God” to
worship, which eventually became the eigel, he deliberately
asked the woman for their jewelry and valuables because he
knew that they wouldn’t be easily convinced. It is this
womanly power of faithfulness and unyielding that has kept
the chinuch of our Jewish homes true to its Torah values. 

  In lieu of their spiritual leader Moshe Rabbeinu, Klal
Yisroel sought out a replacement in the form of a golden calf.
Similarly, due to constraints put on by the first King of
Malchus Yisroel, Yeravem Ben Nevat, Klal Yisroel sought
out alternative means with which to connect to spirituality.
   The wicked King Achav of Yisroel and his wife Izevel made
a great effort to sever ties with Hashem and spread the
influence of the pagan deity Baal. In response Eliyahu HaNavi
“locked the heavens” and no rain fell on the land for 3 years.
Achav then accused Eliyahu of being the cause of trouble and
Eliyahu challenged him to a showdown atop Har HaCarmel
to demonstrate Hashem’s mastery above idol worship.
   Interestingly, after informing Achav that the drought would

be lifted, and rain would begin to fall, Eliyahu HaNavi then
went to the top of Har HaCarmel and began to daven that
rain should fall. Why would Eliyahu promise anything before
he davened to Hashem for it to happen?
   R’ Yitzchok Zev Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l (Brisker Rav)
explains that there is a common misconception where we
think that so long as we are doing what we should, Hashem
will automatically grant us rain. This is not entirely true.
While most things don’t require prayer for them to be
implemented, rain will not fall unless we specifically ask for it.
   Thus, while Eliyahu had the “key” to rain and could
definitely promise Achav that he will restore it, he still
needed to daven to Hashem in order to enable the rain to fall.
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