
 wv vum ratf vh,rb vkgv vrubnv hbp kun kt irvt if aghu
 wudu van ,t (d-j)vfkv ka ,unt ws tkt vbht -

   nnkue vcrv /wvbha tka irvt ka ujca shdvk - irvt if aghuw h"ar rtcohxu
irvt ka kusdv ujca uvn uvn, if utr vnv oharpnv kfu vz ihbg ihcvk urc,ab
hrcs ,t rhnh tk r,uhc yuapv hsuvhv hrv 'vbha tka - vru,v uc jc,ana
irvt gusn hfu 'ann vrucdv hpn ,uarupn tmuh uhkg vuuymb rat ,gc trucv

?vbha tka vzc ah aushj vnu tuv lurc trucv ,uumn ,t vbah wv ause
vke vhyx tkc rund euhsc vuuymba vn hpk lkva tuv irvt ka ujca ift     
ohagnu ,uumn ohnhhena ;t thv okugv lrsn hf 'ujca uvzu 'itfk ut itfk
vpurmv vfkvv chy hpk ohagbu ohnhhe,n obhta rpxv in rxj rehgv lt 'ohcuy
ovhagn kf ,t ohaugu ohfkuva ohabt ubhrusc urxjb rat hpf 'ohexupc expbf
lt 'ohna oak ovhagn kfu vnv ohrahu ohehsm obnt hf 'lurg ijkuav hbhs hpk
expbv ,unuenc ;t vbuuf tkc ohrcs ,hhagu ,uhes ,ufkvc ohngpk ohddua
ohhe tkt vbha tka ivfv irvtc v"cev jc,ab vzcu /,cfgn vbuufv hf 'vfkvc

/vfkvv eusehs tknc uh,uumn ,t
t,htsf 'onhhek ,bn kg sunkk ,ufkvv ouheu sunhk cuaj vnf vtrb itfnu     
iht - wtcv okug ic tuva uk jycun ouh kfc ,ufkv vbuav kfw :uvhkt hcs tb,c
iubhau sunhk kg sckn tcv okug ,jycvc ohjycun ubt uhkg sunhk sug ubk
'ubhbaa vn vzu 'uagh rat vagnv ,tu vc ufkh lrsv ,t ,gsk 'vagnk vfkv

 cvt ch,fs htnwohbhhumnv ohrga wv cvut - cegh ,ubfan kfn iuhm hrga oav

shc wv hp kg urna wv ,rnan ,t ugxh wv hp kgu ubjh wv hp kg
 wudu van(df-y)tuva ouen kfc wv hp kg ohhj - 

     d,ubck n"g r,uxaf tkt chhj r,uxv ihta" :(c"g 'tk ,ca) k"zj urnt vb
v,hv r,ux oau 'ifann ihsnk ,uftknv kf hrva 'vcr lf kg vaevu '"unuenc
hp kgu ubjh wv hp kg" rntba iuhfa tkug .rh,u /tuv unuenc tka ,ubck ,bn kg

 /wndv hrcs f"g 'hns unuenc ,ubck n"g r,uxf '(df 'y rcsnc) "ugxh wv
ouen kfn 'wv hp kg ugxbu ubja odv ;ux kf ;ux hrva 'ruthc ohbugy ohrcsvu     

/c"mu 'rjt ouenc er 'r,xa ouenc ifanv vbc tk ihhsg
 .rh,u     kkkk""""eeeeuuuummmmzzzz    ....hhhhcccckkkkttttuuuunnnnaaaa    oooohhhhhhhhjjjj    rrrr""""vvvvrrrruuuunnnniuhgr og (dk rntn 'rxun ,ujha) 

ausev kmtw - "wv hp kg" vhv rcsnc ktrah ka onuen hf thv vbuufva 'tkpb
onuen okugk tkt 'ouennk ouenn urcga hsh kg onuen vb,ab tku 'wtuv lurc
ouenn ,fkvn thvaf oda 'unt ,ugurzc tahv eubh,f kufhcf v"cev kmt vhv

/s"fg '"unt ,ugurzc 'tuv sjt okugk eubh,v ka unuen 'ouenk
unf ann tuv hrv 'v"cev og ann uhnh kf hja hns 'kusd suxh rtucn 'hrv     
eubh,v unf ann huv 'tuva ouen kfcu 'kkf dtus ubhta 'unt ,ugurzc eubh,

 

,hc crja ouhnw t,ht uc tmuhfu /,uarsn h,cnu ,uhxbf h,cn r,uh vfkvc
vz sunhkc hf 'wsckc vfkv ka ,unt gcrt tkt unkugc v"cevk uk iht asenv
vru,c vuuhma hpf uh,uumn ,t ohnhhen ubta ubtruc kt ubh,ubntb ,t ohtrn

/vfkvv ,unhkac ohagbv ,uumnc jur ,jb uk uagha .pja hpfu
      ostv ,t ohjhfun ratf hf 'varpv lanvc ohshnk ubt ,tz ;t

- ,cren ktnau vjus ihnh ka iputc ,uagvk rcsv lhrm 'vkudn ,jfu,c
,t vagn ,gac uk ghsuh lt cuy tk lrsc ufkuv kg ujhfuvk lhrm obnt
arus hf vcrst tkt ubjhfun u,tbau u,grn tk hfu uhkt u,cvtu u,chj ksud
hbc ,t tuv lrc,h trucv ahbgva vnn snkb rcsv /u,cuyu unuka ,t
,t uscgha ohhukk vb,hbu ovn asenv ,hc ,sucg ,t urhcgvc ktrah
,j, ohukv ,t jetuw :runtf kdgv tyj kkdc ohrufcv ;kj asuec o,sucg
ohb,b ohukv ,t vb,tuw :euxpc rntb ouenc ucu 'wktrah hbcc rufc kf
rpfku sgun kvtc ktrah hbc ,scg ,t scgk ktrah hbc lu,n uhbcku irvtk
arhpu 'wasev kt ktrah hbc ,adc ;db ktrah hbcc vhvh tku ktrah hbc kg
ukpfba i,cj ghsuvk vz trenc ktrah hbc rntb ohngp vanjw h"ar
kg oahbgva ,urnka hrv 'wvru, hanuj vanj ihbnf sjt trenc ivh,urfzt

/vausev vru,v sdbf okhanvu vcuyk obbju orhfzv 'kdgv tyj
hjmbv unkug ,t scth tka ubrhcj ,t ubjhfuvc ubh,ryn vz ift hf     
uapbk vbhf vdtsu ,ubnjr lu,nu ';kuj okug ka ,uya vagn ,run,
,tzv vru,v hrcsn ruxh h,kck lknv lrs kg u,ukgvk ubt ohmpj u,nabu
iv ubhbpk ,uruntv ,uumnv kf ,t ohhek vfzba wv i,h /ohcr ohnh vhjh ignku

/ubh,ubuug kf ,t ubk urpfhu 'cuy vag ivu grn ruxc
okugk eubh,v hcdks 'unt huv ifhv tbhn tepb ihtu 'unt ,ugurzc tuv okugks
,bn kg r,ux" tuv r,ux ,ftkn if kgu /unt og ubhhvu 'sjt ouenc tuv
'vhva ouen kfu 'tuv lurc ausev og vhv ktrah kkf hrva '"unuenc ,ubck

/tuv lurc ausev og vhv okugks 'inuen vb,ab tk
'rcs oua kg kkf dtus ubhts 'iujycv ,sn uk aha hn ka adrvv uvzu    
/unt kg hrndk lnuxs 'rcs oua kg dtusk kkf gsuh ubhta eubh,f tuv hrva
't"rdv ubhcrk ukta" '(tke wp ohkv, 'uvhkt hrcsc) 't"rdv hrcs ann uvzu
v"g lknv sus ubk arp rcf 'rntu ?tuv lurc ausec iujycv ,umn tuv lht
/"hapb hkg kndf unt hkg kndf hapb h,nnusu h,hua tk ot" :(c 'tke ohkv,)
uk vhvh ot dtus ubht ugca hsf ebh ratf 'unt hsan ebuhv kundv unf 'aurhp
dtus hbbhta 'hapb hkg vzv kundf 'cgr vhvhaf ,uga vnf rjt eubhk vn
:(th-y 'cf oa) cu,fa vn if od uvzu /rjn ouhk ut vga hrjt vhvh vn kkf
hnt hsa kg hjycn iycn hjd v,t hf /uc .pj hf uvkmh uvykph wv kt kd"
kjh" :(d 'tke oa) vru,v v,uma uvzu /"v,t hk hnt iyc ojrn h,fkav lhkg
unf tuv 'iujycv ,sn uk aha hn 'hrv /k"fg '"okug sgu v,gn wv kt ktrah
gsuh ubht eubh,va unfu /rcs oua kg dtus ubhtu 'hrndk unt kg lnuxa eubh,

/oukf kg dutsk ihtu 'ann v"cev og ,uhjk lhrm if 'oukf kg dutsk

"?uvn vragk vnhkavu thkuj ubnn regu wy ruc" - Rav Yochanan asks: If I have a pit 9 tefach deep & I scoop out one tefach of dirt from the
bottom creating a pit 10 tefach deep (which is now classified as a shjhv ,uar) & place this dirt into ohcrv ,uar, am I chhj for vtmuv? In order
to be chhj for vtmuv do I need to remove dirt from a pit that was originally 10 tefach deep [ibhkzt trehgn r,c], or is a simultaneous creation
of a 10 tefach pit & transfer into a different reshus enough to be chhjn?  [zy'v-u ,utnuyv ,uct rta]vban ;xf  says a novel halacha. He
holds that a tny person who is toivel in a vuen is not ruvy until he “exits” the vuen (water).  [cg]rzb hbct  asks: We know if one is toivel in a
mikvah of exactly 40 vtx  he is tahor. But when he exits the mikvah there is some water attached to his body. If so, why does the vban ;xf
say he is tahor - he has exited a deficient mikvah? Maybe, says the rzb hbct, you’ll say that we always evaluate the original circumstance r,c]
[trehgn & when he entered the mikvah it was a full 40 vtx so he is tahor, then this logic should have been used to answer ibjuh wr in our
Gemara to say that the scoop of dirt was removed from a pit originally only 9 deep & he is ruyp. From the fact that our Gemara doesn’t use
this trcx, we see it isn’t valid. If so, this halacha regarding an exact mikvah is problematic according to the vban ;xf! He bleibs iuhg lhrm.
     On the same topic, the Mishna [u-z ,utuen] says if 2 people enter a mikvah of exactly 40 vtx one after the other, the first person to exit is
tahor, while the second person is tamei. Since after the first person left some water was attached to him, the mikvah is now deficient. Rav
Yehuda says if the first person is still standing on the steps of the mikvah, the second person is tahor [,hjt sud]. We view the water on his
body as attached to the water in the mikvah. The halacha follows the Tanna Kama. vban ;xf explains, it’s not because we don’t hold of
,hjt sud, but since there may be a dry spot on the first person’s body, this will break the continuous connection to the water in the mikvah.                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l (Ruach Chaim) would say:

     “wotkf van hbstw - The Medrash tells us that at the time of Creation, the moon complained and said, ‘Two rulers

cannot wear one crown.’ The moon and the sun originally were the same size but after the moon complained and the sun

did not, Hashem shrunk the moon. Similarly, Chazal tell us that the face of Yehoshua Bin Nun was like the face of the

moon because when he saw Eldad and Meydad prophesying in the camp, he told Moshe to make them stop. Whereas

Moshe said, ‘Let them all be prophets.’ Since he did not have complaints, Moshe Rabbeinu’s face is likened to the sun.” 

R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntzitz zt”l (Olelos Efraim) would say:

      “wohthabv lhkt usgubu uge,h ,jtc otuw - If genuine Jewish unity (,jtc) is the goal, “then the

princes assemble themselves” - when Jewish leaders are unified and set a proper example for 

others, only then can they demand and extract unity from the rest of the people.”                                                                            
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Mazel Tov to the Fleischmann &Mazel Tov to the Fleischmann &Mazel Tov to the Fleischmann &Mazel Tov to the Fleischmann &
Katz families on the Bar Mitzvah ofKatz families on the Bar Mitzvah ofKatz families on the Bar Mitzvah ofKatz families on the Bar Mitzvah of
Shmuel. May he grow in Torah andShmuel. May he grow in Torah andShmuel. May he grow in Torah andShmuel. May he grow in Torah and

Yiras Shamayim & be a source ofYiras Shamayim & be a source ofYiras Shamayim & be a source ofYiras Shamayim & be a source of
nachas to the entire familynachas to the entire familynachas to the entire familynachas to the entire family    
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         A SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHAA SERIES IN HALACHA
                            LIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAYLIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Coronavirus: Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times (11)
Kevurah in Eretz Yisroel. Last week we discussed the situation
of deceased people who had planned to be buried in Eretz Yisroel
and could not not get there because planes were not flying. We
explained the justification of burying them in Chutz L’aretz with
an expressed “tnai” (condition) to move them later, and
unearthing them when flights become available. We left off with a
brief mention of a halacha that obligates the ones who sat shiva at
the death to again have aveilus restrictions on the day that they
move the body. We continue with details of this halacha.
Aveilus of Likut Atzamos (Gathering Bones). Based on a
Yerushalmi at the end of Moed Katan, the Shulchan Aruch
(Y.D. 403) rules that one who moves his relatives’ remains has
to tear his garment(s) just like he and his relatives did at death,
and also keep some aveilus restrictions. Even if one doesn’t
move them himself, or did not even arrange for the moving, but
just hears that his relative is being moved today, he has to start
the aveilus restrictions. However, if he hears that it was done
yesterday, there are are no laws of kriah or aveilus. The reason for
this whole halacha is because the moving usually brings back

t"yhka skparhv lurc r"vun ,tn       
   xyhhv sbkchke lurc ohhj ,ryg kkuf atr 

the pain of mourning that he had at the time of death. This feeling
of mourning, according to the estimation of Chazal, lasts the
entire day, therefore, the aveilus restrictions last the whole day.
Aveilus Restrictions. All the relatives who sat shiva are
prohibited the whole day from wearing leather shoes, washing,
smearing their skin with beneficial oils, intimacy, work, haircut,
learning Torah (except those Torah topics that an Avel may
learn), washing clothes, wearing freshly laundered clothes, happy
activities like attending a wedding meal, and leaving his house
unless he himself is now active in the burial. However, he does
not have any aninus restrictions, and he is allowed to eat meat
and drink wine. Once the aveilus starts he is not allowed to eat
the first meal from his own food, so neighbors or friends should
send to him a “Seudas Havra’ah” consisting of a bagel and egg,
as is done for a regular Avel. There is no obligation to say
Kaddish on this day, but if one wants to, he could.
Extended Relatives. Even though there are certain aveilus
restrictions on the relatives of the one who is sitting shiva, e.g.
sons and daughters of the father sitting for a grandfather (Y.D.
374), by Likut Atzamos, no restrictions apply to these relatives (1).



    Hashem tells Moshe to take the Leviim. How can you take someone? Rashi tells us it means to take them with words:
“Ashreichem Shetizku Lehiyos Shamashim L’Makom - How lucky you are to be the ones chosen to serve Hashem.” Rashi is
teaching us a profound lesson. Forcing someone to do something is not accomplishing your goal. Say you managed to get
your kids to clean up their room, or got your wife to stop using the credit card for a day, or you managed to get your husband to
pick his socks off the floor. You asked, you begged, you cajoled, and then you screamed. They finally did it! Were you
successful? Only partially. You accomplished a very short term goal. The real achievement is to capture their heart! Making
someone do what you want is one thing but making someone WANT to do what you want - that is the long term goal! 
     How do we make people want? The answer to this question is that it is not WHAT you say, but HOW you say it. Always
build people up. Make them feel special. Make them feel that you care about them. Don’t YELL - TELL them how lucky
they are to do this great chessed. If you take a person with your hands, they might do what you ask, but they will wind up
resenting you and having negative feelings. In the end, you lose more than you gain. If you take someone with kind words
and speak to their heart, you will help that person grow and truly build them into a person who loves to do good. 
    In marriage, parenting and all interpersonal relationships, words are the building blocks or the bulldozers that will make or
break a relationship. The key word is ASHREICHEM - How fortunate you are! Tell your husband how special he is, tell your
wife how precious she is. Tell your children that they are heilege neshamos. Make people feel special and they will do what
you know they should do. One who masters this key to successful relationships, “Kach es Haleviim - Take them with nice
words” will truly accomplish the long term goal of “V’tihartem osam” - helping others become truly pure and great people.JJ JJ oo oo
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      The posuk, at first glance, is seemingly perplexing, because this doesn’t seem to follow the normal order of travel. First,
you leave your current location, you travel, reach your intended destination, and then you finally rest a bit. So it would
have been more appropriate to have said, “Al Pi Hashem Yeesau - By the word of Hashem they traveled” and then
afterwards continue with, “Al Pi Hashem Yachanu - By the word of Hashem they rested.” 
     My machshava here is that sometimes it’s easy to recognize the obvious Yad Hashem when life is tranquil and things
are flowing smoothly. But when the going gets rough, we are thrown into turmoil and discombobulation. That’s when we
might get confused and start asking questions. Therefore, to preempt that, the Torah forewarns us and says, “If you
internalize that it is only Hashem who gave you everything good (Al Pi Hashem Yachanu), then even when it’s Yeesau,
turbulent, commotion, problems - you’ll remain calm and secure, and realize that this too is Al Pi Hashem.
     I was once riding in a Hatzalah vehicle en route to the hospital. The ride was so bumpy, making everyone queasy,
nauseous and sicker. But then I remembered where I was and where I was heading and I suddenly felt calmer. When you
realize that Hashem has a Master Plan, even if the ride is bumpy, you’ll feel at ease.  
     Rashi, at the end of the parsha, says that since Hashem would appear to Moshe Rabbeinu at any given time, Moshe had
to always be “ready” spiritually. Regarding this, the Chofetz Chaim explains, “Hashem can bring Moshiach
instantaneously - K’heref Ayin. So, we too must ready ourselves, secure in the knowledge that this entire golus was
obviously Al Pi Hashem and we will B’ezras Hashem see yeshuos and nechamos b’karov!                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 /// o,t ,rvyu ktrah hbc lu,n ohukv ,t je(u-j)

 /// vrubnv ,t vag if van ,t wv vtrv rat vtrnf tuv vaen vjrp sg vfrh sg cvz vaen vrubnv vagn vzu(s-j)
    The following story was brought to light by Rabbi Yerachmiel Tilles, associate director of Ascent-of-Safed, who
received it from Chaim Berkowitz of Tzefas, who heard it from Yosef Hurwitz of Miami, who got it from the protagonist’s
family. A young man named Avremel Greenbaum was a youth during the Holocaust and although he managed to survive,
he lost his entire family in the conflagration. Soon after the war, he immigrated to the United States and renounced his
religion. He wanted nothing more to do with Judaism. He was no longer Avremel Greenbaum; he now called himself
Aaron Green. Following opportunity, he moved to Alabama and happened to marry a Jewish woman there. They started a
family and named their oldest son Jeffrey. They raised him devoid of religion and Jewish observance.
     The day his son Jeffrey turned thirteen, Aaron decided that he was not going to celebrate his son’s Bar Mitzvah. Instead, he
would recognize Jeffrey’s birthday by taking him to the mall and buying him anything he wanted there. Sky’s the limit, he
told his son. They went to a big electronics store but Jeffrey didn’t really seem interested in gadgets. He continuously gazed
across the way at an antique store. He was mesmerized by the old artifacts on display and couldn’t take his eyes off of it.
    He told his father, “Dad, I really don’t want anything from the electronics store. I want to go across to the antique shop.”
When they got there, the boy walked inside and was perusing when he noticed an item on a shelf. He pointed to an old
wooden Menorah. He was fascinated by it. He learned that it was called a Menorah. “Dad, that’s what I want for my Bar
Mitzvah. Something Jewish.” His father couldn’t believe it. He was letting his child have anything he wanted in the whole
mall and this is what he was choosing? An old wooden artifact? Nevertheless, he couldn’t talk his son out of it.
     Aaron asked the shop-owner the price of the Menorah, but the man replied, “Sorry, that’s not for sale.” 
    The father said, “What do you mean? This is a store.” He offered a lot of money for it. The owner apologized for putting
the Menorah on a shelf. He explained, “I found out the history of this Menorah. A man constructed it during the war and it
took him months to gather the wood. It survived, but he did not. It’s a collector’s item. Sorry, but it’s not for sale.”
     Jeffrey, though, was insistent. “That’s what I want. All I want is the Menorah!” So Aaron Green, unable to tell his son
no, kept raising his offer on the wooden Menorah until the owner finally agreed to sell for an exorbitant price. The boy
was so excited. He took the Menorah up to his room and played with it every day. 
     One day, his parents heard a crash from their son’s room. They ran upstairs and saw the Menorah shattered in pieces.
The father yelled at his son for being so careless, as he paid so much money for it. The boy was devastated as well.
Afterwards, Aaron began to have misgivings for screaming at his son. He told the boy, “Let’s try to glue it back together.”
     While examining one of the cracked pieces, Aaron noticed a piece of paper wedged inside the wood. He pulled it out
and started reading. Tears began to well up in his eyes and suddenly he lost consciousness and fainted. His family threw
water on him and revived him.  “What happened?” they asked. Aaron could not talk for a few long minutes.
     Finally, he gathered himself together and held up the piece of paper. “Let me read you this letter,” he said almost
inaudibly. It was written in Yiddish, and Aaron read it and translated into English. “To whoever finds this Menorah, I want
you to know, I constructed it not knowing if I would ever have the opportunity to light it. Who knows if I will live to the
day I see it being kindled? In all probability, going through this war, I will not. But if providence brings this Menorah to
your hands, you who are reading this letter, promise me you will light it for me and for us, my family, and those who gave
their lives to serve Hashem.” Aaron Green then looked up at his family with tears in his eyes and, in a choked-up voice, he
said, “The letter is signed by my father.” They were all speechless. It seemed like a message from beyond the grave.
     In time, Aaron - now Avremel again - and family took the message to heart and returned to Torah and mitzvos. The
hashgacha was unbelievable, taking a Menorah from Europe and bringing it back to the family in a remote mall in Alabama.  

   ,rnan ,t ugxh wv hp kgu ubjh wv hp kg
 wudu van shc wv hp kg urna wv     (df-y)

 //// vfusnc ufs ut ohjrc ubjyu uyeku ogv uya(j-th)
llllyyyynnnn: In a certain town in Europe, lived a boy named
Shlemiel and indeed, his name suited him quite well. He
was a friendly boy but he lacked even the basic level of
intelligence. His friends and family would shake their
heads and wonder, “What will be with Shlemiel? He can’t
read or write or be a shopkeeper, and even apprenticing
him to a shoemaker is beyond his meager capabilities.”
    One day, the news hit the town: Shlemiel hit the jackpot!
He entered the lottery and won 50,000 ruble! They asked
him how he did it and he showed them how he picked the 3
correct numbers and won. “In truth,” admitted Shlemiel, “I
had never entered the lottery before, but last night I had a
dream and I saw the numbers, 17, 18 and 370, and I figured
it must be a sign from heaven. So I used those numbers.”
      The crowd around Shlemiel widened and almost at once
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everyone started shouting, “But Shlemiel, none of those
numbers were the correct numbers for the lottery! The
winning number that you had entered was 425. That wasn’t
in your dream. Where did you get that number from?”
     Shlemiel laughed out loud. “It really wasn’t too difficult.
I did basic math. I added all the numbers together and that
was my winning number!” The people were stunned. No
matter how dumb Shlemiel was, he still managed to win!  
llllyyyynnnnpppp: On the words "uyeku ogv uya", the Zohar Hakadosh
writes: "ts tuv thya" (This was foolish). R’ Avraham
Yaffen zt”l explains that people think that whatever they
receive from Hashem is due to their brilliant maneuvering
and how smart they are. Thus, says the Zohar, when the
people went out to collect their food, the mann, in the desert,
it was work that even a fool could do. Hashem sent them their
needs and it had nothing to do with them, just as our needs
come from Heaven and we have no say in the matter. 
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 //// ltknv hbpk sngu ohtum ohsdc ack vhv gauvhu(d-d vhrfz)
     While the Haftorah opens with a vivid depiction of the
joy that will prevail when the Shechina finally returns to
Yerushalayim, Zechariah HaNavi then describes the
frightful scene in the Heavenly Court of the incriminating
angels who sought to implicate Yehoshua Kohen Gadol.
Yehoshua’s sons had married non-Jewish wives and since he
had failed to reprove them it was as though he had
committed a sin and his clothes became “soiled.”
    R’ Chaim Volozhiner zt”l points out that although
originally the Kohen Gadol was wearing “dirty clothing”
because of his childrens’ sins, when they later divorced their

wives and repented, Hashem rebuked the angels and ordered
that the dirty clothing of Yehoshua Kohen Gadol be removed
thereby exonerating him of his sins. 
     Explains R’ Chaim, Chazal teach us: “There is no
righteous man who has never sinned in his life.” Each and
every person walks around with some measure of soiled
clothing and though he may feel remorse for his misdeeds, he
may feel it is too hard to repent. The lesson from Yehoshua
Kohen Gadol is that we need to remember that a person’s
soul is inherently clean deep down – it’s just covered with a
dirty exterior. Though it’s not an easy feat, all one needs to do
is shake off the dirt and clean up his act a bit and Hashem will
wash away the rest, revealing his pure Jewish soul.


