
uh,umn kf ,t ,uagk rnak lhekt wv kuec gna, guna ot vhvu
  /// ouhv lumn hfbt rat(t-jf)gna, - guna ot - 

   drc tbbhj hcr tnh,htu trhz hcr rntw :(/n ,ufrc) trndc ubhba vz tren kg vb
'ehzjn iehr hkf - osu rac ,sn 'osu rac ,sn v"cev ,snf tka vtru tc 'tpp
:rntba /ehzjn ubht - iehr 'ehzjn - tkn 'if ubht v"cev kct 'ehzjn ubht tkn
ot :rjt rcs /gna, tk - utk otu 'gna, - guna ot - wgna, guna ot rnthuw

/wgna, tk cua lcck vbph otu 'asjc gna, iahc - guna
    uktk ohrcs uc ah vkhj,nu /wvru,wc ,ufzk ohmpjv uktk vfrsv tuv vz rntn

ukkv 'ubh,ru, ;umn ougyku wv ogubc ,uzjk ohfuz obhtu 'kzrcf ovhkg vae oatra
o,gs rcs ka u,hntka gsuh ovunf hn ?vru, hrcs ihcvkn vrme o,gs vnk ihvn,
vn,xb vru, hrcsc euxgk otucc eru 'vtkn vbcv ovk ah okugv ,uhuuv r,hcau 'vph
ot okut /ockc v,hca authv od vbue ohngpku cr rgm ovc ohrrugn ohrcsv /o,gs
,ghshwa ohtur ubt ovhrcsc hf 'o,vhn,k vcua, utmnh 'ukt ubhnfj hrcsc ubbuc,h

,ughshv kf r,h hf ',ughshv r,hf vbhta hbjur daun tuv wvru,vif od i,uhv ;t kg 
ohykebv ohbuatrv ohdaunv ifku 'ohhnadv ohdaunvk obhbg vnus 'hbjur daun
ihkuj ka ohdaun ohykue ohrhgmva shgh aujva hpfu ',urhvc r,uh ovc ah junc
ubht iehr hkfwa ohtur ubt ovc 'if obht vru, hrcsc okut /ohrducnvn cuy r,uh
'vru,v ,davk u,rafnv vausev ihhsg uk iht vru, hrcs yke tka jun - wehzjn

/vru,k r,uh rafun tuv lf 'vru,c u,gs chjrna kff - wehzjn tkn hkfw lshtnu
kkf rapt ht gcyv smn hf 'w,uae ,ukj,vv kfwa rnukn xubn iht runtv rutk   

       

 /// lhekt wv jczn hbpk ujhbvu lshn tbyv ivfv jeku
(s-uf),"havk vtsuv ohrufhc ,umn - 

     zcvz kau ;xf ka ,u,kec ovhrufc ohthcn ohrhagv" :(j 'd ohrufhc) whb,nc ib
'"ohbvfk ihb,hb ohrufcvu ohkxvu vpuke vcrg ka ohrmb hkxc o,ut ihthcn ohhbgvu

 wevu /f"gyyyy""""uuuuhhhh    ,,,,uuuuppppxxxxuuuu,,,,vvvvhsf ube, tk vnku 'ohahhc,n ohhbg hfv hts 'hk vaeu" '
wh,u ?",unuen vnfc ubhmna unf ohrmbc uthch ohrhagv ;ta ohhbgv uahhc,h tka
/k"fg '"ohhbgv uahhc,ha kg uaj tk uh,ranu ubhekt ,hc sucf ouan kwwhu" 'k"zu
ohrhagvaf ,"havk kusd sucf aha ouan kct 'uahhc,h ohhbgv b"vta 'rnukf

/ohhbgv sucf kg uaj tk hfv ouan 'cvzu ;xf ka ,u,kev ihthcn
ohngp vnfu vnf ubhmn b"vts vbvs 'rjt iputc wev cahhk s"bgk vtrb ,"hvzgcu   
icr rnt" :(c 'uf) ,hbg,c t,htsf /uk ihta hn ahhck tka hsf ,ube, ube,a k"zjc
'ohrupfv ouhfu ctc rag vanjf ktrahk ohcuy ohnh uhv tk :kthknd ic iugna
kct /f"g '"uk ihta hn ,t ahhck tka 'ihkuta ick hkfc ,utmuh ohkaurh ,ubc ivca
rehg vbvs /,unuen rta kfn urehgc hba ohrufhc ,umnc itfa 'rnuk ahs vtrb

 c,f ohrufhc ,umnk ogyvlllluuuubbbbhhhhjjjjvvvvrrugn ostva hpk 'vumnv haran" :(u"r, vumn) 

ubhvu 'u,uah ,t lfzn lfc hf 'kngc vcrn ostva tk ot 'vru, yukek ekj rhhbk
ka hkfw junv vagb junv ,t lfzn kngva rjtu 'hkfv ,t ;rmnv ;rum rsdc
,ykuev wtknw ,bhjcc tuv ztnu 'vfufhzk orudv v,hv vru,va rjtn wvru,
hkc vru,k ohfuza ohsnuk vcrv ohtura lf kg vn,, ktu] /vru,v ,t vehzjnu
,uhvk tuv hutr o,chxcu ohnsuev uhkudkdn ostk ,uhufz obah ohngpk hf 'kng
ostv kg kyun vausev vru,v ka vfrs smn okut 'kngv tkc od vru,k rafun

/[rfzbv k"zj rntnn jfunsfu 'vru,k unmg rhafvk hsf kungk
upr,v tk ,tz kfcu 'laujc ufkv ofrs ,khj,ca ohehsm vcrv uhv iftu   
orgm ,ukdk iufbk utr oda ohehsm uhvu /okutf ock j,pbu ufza sg o,ghdhn
vfrs hvuza ugshha rjt 'uath,h kck ,ukauf ohhfrc ezjk hsf 'ohcrc ousev
vbnb w,ubyewc osugc ocmn ,t ,urusk ueeja ohehsmv ukt ihc /vru, ka
sg v,hn ogy ohngp ;kt usunhkc ahdrva c,fa 'g"hz tbrnten e"vdv
od shgva ckxrcn injb hcr e"vrv hpn kcuen if unf /uhbhg urutu wv uvfhza
ohrhgmv ,t ezjk ,umhjbv kg shgv oda vz tuvu 'upruj hnhc ughdh ksud kg tuv
aujk vfzhu ouh tuch suga upruj hnhc zt uk ohracn uhv ukhta urntc 'ohgdhv

/r,uh vcrv vke u,sucg v,hv vsucgvu vru,v ,uchrgu ,ueh,nc
 hpn h,gnaa rcsv tuv   kkkk""""zzzz    ssssbbbbhhhhhhhhrrrrpppp    ggggyyyybbbb    hhhhccccrrrr    mmmm""""vvvvddddvvvv    hhhhccccrrrruuuu    hhhhrrrruuuunnnnoac rnta '

w,ujbnk ,h,f tku rutnk ,h,fw (f euxp khgk) h"ar ka urntn arpk ohehsm
vfrc vtur ubhta rjt tuv .umru ruca hf w,h,fw ,bhjc ostv kg rcg ota
tkuw /vru, ka vrutk ubhhv wrutnkw vfzh laujv vz lu,na ihchu ezj,h 'ukngc
/vsucgv in vjubnu authk vchx uz vah,f vhv, tka rnuk vmr w,ujbnk ,h,f

/vru, ka vrutk rafunv ostv tuv ihta lfn ehxh tka
v"c oav uhkt chyhvc if kg 'uhp hrcs jfc ,ntv ucckc rhhmnu uh,ucajn
uk hutr 'ubhekt ,hck othcvk vfzu ',urhp ,uagk u,nst ,tu u,ut ufrccu
uhsxj rpxhu 'okugv iust ,tn uhkt ghdv kfv hf cuajku uvhp hrcsc ucck rrugk

ja ubhct cegh ihbgc khj,n f"gu 'kkf lrs ktrah og kf kgu ubhkg w,hktv umk
jcav rjtu 'oshn tuv lurc tuv ubkhmvu ubc ohhrmnv ,sucg ihbgu ick shn
ucuycu oav jcac uapb ,urrug,v lu,nu 'uhkg vfrcv shn,vk uhbpkn aecn

/k"fg '"tuv sxj .pj hf vz kg tuv lurc ubuhm f"gu 'umrt ,frc,nu vfuz
ka vmpjvu 'cuyv ,rfv kg suxhn ohrufhc ,umn rehga uhrcsn rtucn hrv    
ubk aha vn kfu ',"hav ,jdavc dvub ukuf okugv kfa ihcvk tuv cuyv ,rfv
htsuc 'ohrufhc ,umnc exuga hn f"t /uk ohsun ubt f"gu 'w,h ubnn eru lt tuv
uvz 'rhag ubht tuva vza ihntn tuva vga u,utc hrva 'kkf vauc uk lhha tk
'vrfv hshk tck ostv lhrma 'ohrufhc ka vsucgv uvzu ',"hav ,jdavc f"d
odu /,"hav ,tn eru lt tuv uk aha vn kfu 'vthrcv ,t dhvbnv tuv v"ceva
tuv uk ihta vn oda rhfn sjt otu /,"hav ,dvbvc f"d tuv 'uk ihta vn kf
uk iht f"gu 'shcg cyk tbnjr shcgs vn kfv gsuh ',"hav ,dvbvc f"d

ahhc,vkf"gu /ahhc,n ubht vga v,utc teus f"gu/ oukf ruxj ubhta gsuha '
/vzk vz ,unusv ,u,kec ohthcn ohbgu ohrhagv vhvha ie,k k"zj lhrm tk hfvc

"uk ehbg, ebgv" - The vru, [wsh'wuy ohrcs] says: "oehr ubjka, tk///uk i,, lheukt wv lfrc rat//uk ehbg, ebgv". This refers to when one sends out
his hrcg scg free, he must send him out with gifts. The  [cp,]lubhj  explains the arua of this vumn is to implant in us Middos Tovos ,ureh ',ukugn]
[,usunju. So, if one was vfuz to receive vfrc in his vxbrp from wv during the period of time this hrcg scg worked for him, he should show his
appreciation and give him parting gifts. The lubhj says that although this ihs is only dvub by a hrcg scg and dvub kcuhva inzc, still, nowadays, if one
hires a Yid to work for him, (employee) when he leaves he should be ehbgn him. Not cujv smn, but rxunv smn. The [sh'd"p ohscg] o"cnr says
whoever sends his g"g away without (oehr) vebgv is oiver the utk of "oehr ubjka, tku". This is a vagk e,hbv utk. The Rambam rules [wch wkv]
like the tne tb, that this vumn only applies to a g"g that was sold by s"c. It does not apply to one who was unmg rfun. The  lubhj ,jbn[cp,]  says
that since the lubhj says one should be dvub this ihs even vzv inzc, it must be that he holds like wxu, ,yha that even a unmg rfun receives vebgv,
so, rxunv smn it’s appropriate to be dvub this ihs even vzv inzc. But if the lubhj held like the o"cnr that only a s"c uvurfn is entitled to vebgv, then
the Torah is being specific and there must be a reason and since we don’t know the reasons of the Torah, we would not be dvub this nowadays.
     The Acharonim discuss if this ihs is hbunn cuhj rsdc, that the owner must pay extra to the scg above anything else stipulated, or is this in the rsd
of vesm ,umn. The  [c"ex wup wx n"uj]g"nx  says that this is vesm ,umn rsdc - "vbhbj ,ru,c vb,nu ru,hu ,ru,n tkt cuhj ,ru,c vbht vebgv".
The  [oa]l"a  also says this is vesm ihsn. A b"nepb would be if s"c would have the right to be uhxfbk sruh. If it would be a ihs of vesm then s"c
would only be able to be u,ut ihpuf like by all mitzvos, but there would be no ihs of uhxfbk sruh. If this would be a cuj, then s"c would be permitted
to be uhxfbk sruh. Some bring a proof that it seems the o"cnr also holds it’s vesm rsdc, since in his ,umnv rpx he lists [ume vumn] vebgv right in
between vesm and vtuukv. The  [oa]vnfj lan  explains that when one is sold by s"c, the money goes to the cbdb so it’s understandable that the
scg gets vebgv on the way out. But when one sells himself as a scg, if there would be a ihs of vebgv then the purchaser when negotiating the
cost of the scg would take into consideration the ultimate vebgv that he will have to give him and deduct it from his offer, thus the scg wouldn’t
gain anything (extra) by this ihs. The  [itf]vnka ka oh  says it’s no wonder that a unmg rfun who didn’t steal does not get vebgv, yet a s"c uvurfn
who was sold because he stole, does get vebgv, because the unmg rfun was rcug “ohscgk ohscg tku 'ohscg h"c hk hf". So it’s not rc,xn to
benefit him directly on something he did vfkvf tka. f"tan, true the s"c rfun did an vrhcg, still, we aren’t directly benefiting him from his vrhcg.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
 

R’ Mordechai Gifter zt”l (Pirkei Torah) would say: 
    “wohhrmnv ub,t ugrhuw - Why does it say wub,tw, it should say wubkw? When Pharaoh imposed harsh laws against Bnei Yisroel, he
was afraid the common Egyptian wouldn’t accept this injustice, so he decided to denigrate the Jews and speak ill of them
until all the Egyptians were disgusted of them. Now he instituted all the harsh laws against them. For this reason it says ugrhuw
wub,t - they didn’t just do bad to us, they first made us look bad in the eyes of the common Egyptians in order to pain us.”

A Wise Man would say: “It’s not the load that breaks you down, it’s the way you carry it.”                                   
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Minhagim and Customs of the Yamim Noraim (4) 
Sholosh Seudos on Erev Yom Tov. When the first day of Yom
Tov falls on Shabbos, like this year (R”H, Sukkos, Shm”A), the
question of eating Sholosh Seudos comes up as we must keep in
mind the takana of Chazal (1) that one may not eat on erev
Shabbos/Yom Tov in a way that he will not have a good appetite
for the bread of the Shabbos/Yom Tov meal that night. [This is true
regarding the Shabbos morning meal too and one should not eat
at a Shabbos morning Kiddush in a way that he will not have a
good appetite for the Challah of the Shabbos morning meal].
The Rashbam (2) explains that eating the meal with an appetite
is a hiddur mitzvah, a beautification in fulfilling the mitzvah.
Some might be tempted to fix this by eating an early Sholosh
Seudos so we have to detail the earliest and latest times for these
Shabbosim which are erev Yom Tov Sholosh Seudos meals. 
Earliest Time to Eat Sholosh Seudos. The correct time to eat
Sholosh Seudos is from Mincha Gedolah and on (3). This is
one-half of a seasonal hour after seasonal midday. This applies
to the first day of Rosh Hashana (approx. 1:22 p.m. on the east

 

      

coast, NY & N.J. - 1:52 p.m in Cleveland), the first afternoon of
Sukkos (1:16 NY & NJ - 1:46 in Cleveland) and on Shemini
Atzeres afternoon (1:14 NY & NJ - 1:34 Cleveland). One can
start Sholosh Seudos after this time, or even earlier and eat at least
a k’zayis or preferably a k’beya of challah after this time.
Latest Time to Start Sholosh Seudos. In order to eat the bread
of the night meal with a good appetite, Chazal said (4) that one
should not start a bread meal in the last quarter of the day. In our
case, this would mean to start eating the Hamotzie of the third
meal: Rosh Hashana before 3:58 (NY & NJ - Cleveland 4:28),
Sukkos before 3:43 (NY & NJ - Cleveland 4:13), and Shemini
Atzeres before 3:35 (NY & NJ - 4:05 Cleveland). If one started at
the correct time, he can continue eating till sunset, keeping in
mind that he should not fill himself too much. If he missed the
above starting time, he may [in this b’dieved state] still wash to
fulfill the mitzvah of Sholosh Seudos. He should just eat some
bread and a small dish such as fish - and not more. The halachos
for one who chooses to divide the first meal into two meals to
include Sholosh Seudos, will be explained next time, IY"H.



     There is an interesting phenomenon in Yiddishkeit. When a Jew wishes to forge a relationship with another human
being, the “secret formula” is to give - not to take. The more you give another person - the more you will love that person.
This idea can be seen clearly in the relationship between parents and children. Logically, one might think that children
should love their parents more; after all, they are the constant recipients of their parents’ kindness. However, as we know
and are told by professionals and non-professionals alike, this is really not proven to be true. In fact, parents love their
children more - and the reason is because they are constantly GIVING to them. Giving is loving!
      In our relationship with Hashem, however, the opposite is true. Yes, Hashem is our Father and of course we love Him
but in order to become truly close to Hashem, it is not necessary for us to give, because in essence there is nothing that we
CAN give to Him. Rather we are commanded ",jeku" - to take! Yes to take! By taking all the good that Hashem gives us,
we form a relationship with Him! It is quite an amazing twist! But there is a catch. If we simply take, without
acknowledging and appreciating all the good in our lives, our relationship will be a shallow one - not on Hashem’s part - but
on our part! The more we appreciate and thank Hashem - the more we will love Him and become close to Him.
     In these last few weeks before Rosh Hashana, we are all searching for ways to do Teshuva - to return to Hashem, to
become closer to Hashem. One of the greatest ways to accomplish this is through Hakaras Hatov, fully appreciating and
thanking Hakadosh Boruch Hu for every kindness, big and small, that He does for us. In this way, we will be able to reach
our goal of ",jeku" - taking all that goodness and vcyv that Hashem so very much wants to give us. As the posuk states:
"lhekt wv lk i,b rat cuyv kfc ,jnau" - “And you shall rejoice in all the good that Hashem has given you.”

     After the posuk enumerates the many ways that Klal Yisroel follow Hashem’s ways and mitzvos, uhej rnaku uhfrsc ,fkk"
"uhypanu uh,umnu - all the proverbial “bases” should be covered. If so, wonder the Meforshim, the last two words of the posuk -
"ukuec gunaku" - would seem to be superfluous. That, obviously, cannot be. So what is the pshat?
    The Rambam explains that it is coming to include mitzvos and commandments that at a future time, Klal Yisroel will
receive via the prophets. The Ohr HaChayim Hakadosh explains that it refers to Limud HaTorah. Even if a person knows
and performs all the mitzvos, there is yet another obligation to learn Torah, solely and simply for the sake of learning. 
    The Seforno, however, writes just two words which give us insight into the expectations for a true Yid, an eved Hashem. He
writes: "uhscgk hutrf - ukuec gunaku". What does this mean?
    R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l (Darash Moshe), independent of the above meforshim, explains the words "ukuec gunaku" to mean
doing the will of Hashem not by rote but rather to abide by His laws and mitzvos through love and simcha. That emotion
makes the whole service so much more elevated and real.
    With R’ Moshe’s words, perhaps we can add on and clarify the deeper meaning of the Seforno as follows: Although many
mitzvos follow a regimen which is “black and white” so to speak, however, in our avodas Hashem there are numerous “gray
areas” that we must consider. In these “areas” a person may tend to be laidback and easygoing, not following through to the
letter of the law. But really, we should ask ourselves: what does my Father really want? That barometer will help us navigate
through life with the outlook of a true eved Hashem, "uhscgk hutrf" and will no doubt help us find favor by Him this year!              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 utch eujrn lhbc /// lhbhg chcx hta
 /// vbnt, sm kg lh,bcu(s-x whgah)

thc, rat vnstv hrp kf ,hatrn ,jeku
 ///// lk i,b lhekt wv rat lmrtn(c-uf)

uhfrsc ,fkku ohektk lk ,uhvk ouhv ,rntv wv ,t
 /// ukec gnaku uhypanu uh,umnu uhej rnakuzh-uf)(

 /// int urntu ogv kf ubgu r,xc oau arj hsh vagn wv ,cgu, vfxnu kxp vagh rat ahtv rurt(uy-zf)
     Parshas Ki Savo outlines a series of blessings and curses linked to our behavior. Idolatry, degrading parents, engaging
in numerous forbidden acts, to name a few, will incur curses and punishment. After we list them individually in the Torah,
we say Amen to each and every curse. The Meforshim explain that reciting a united Amen to these curses enables us as a
community to take responsibility for our actions, not only for the blessings in our lives, but for the curses as well.
     There was once a man in his early forties who suffered from a severe illness, causing grave concern for his wife and
children. The doctor expressed hesitation in performing the necessary operation, fearing the man’s potential demise on the
operating table. He advised the wife to seek approval from a higher authority, such as a renowned doctor from a
prestigious hospital, to take responsibility for the procedure. Pondering who the “highest authority” she knew could be, she
recalled her husband’s past association with the great Gaon and Posek, R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l, during his time at
Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim. With determination, she decided to approach R’ Moshe and seek his guidance. 
     A few days later, the doctor called and inquired if she had consulted any other specialists or someone of a higher
authority. Calmly, she replied that she had an appointment the next day with such an authority. Perplexed, the doctor
questioned which doctor she was referring to, to which she clarified that she intended to consult a great rabbi.
     The doctor was incredulous, unable to fathom seeking a rabbi’s opinion on a medical procedure. He argued that a rabbi
lacked the necessary medical background to make such a decision. Unfazed, the woman asserted that the rabbi was the
highest authority she recognized, as per the doctor’s request for a second opinion. She was doing as he asked.
     Astounded and curious, the doctor requested to accompany her to meet this big rabbi, as he wanted to witness the
situation firsthand. She agreed, and the following day, the woman accompanied by the doctor, traveled to the lower east
side of New York where they visited R’ Moshe at his residence on FDR Drive. R’ Moshe warmly welcomed them both in
and inquired about the severity of the illness and the details of the operation.
     As the conversation progressed, R’ Moshe mentioned that he was trying to recall her husband from his yeshivah days
twenty years ago. The wife, eager to assist his memory, presented a picture of her husband during his time at the yeshivah.
Now, as she described him from years ago, R’ Moshe remembered the young man and was instantly moved to tears.
     Witnessing R’ Moshe’s genuine care and concern for a former student from decades ago, the doctor turned to the wife
and remarked that he now understood why a rabbi such as this one could make such a decision. He believed that someone
who could empathize and shed tears over another person’s illness would be guided to the right decision from Heaven.
     R’ Moshe then shared a profound insight that he said has the potential to transform lives. He advised the doctor and the
woman to proceed with the operation but with an additional commitment from the sick man himself. He was to undertake
that from this point forward, every blessing that he would recite, whether during davening or on something simple like a
food item, should be said out loud and clear, allowing others to hear and respond with “Amen.”
     R’ Moshe explained the significance by highlighting the numerical value of the word “Amen” which is 91.
Remarkably, the Hebrew word for angel - Malach - also holds the same numerical value of 91. Thus, whenever a person
recites a blessing and another person responds with Amen, he creates an angel who serves as his protector.
     Armed with this newfound understanding, the man underwent the operation while adhering to the commitment of
reciting blessings aloud. He also encouraged others to do the same, enabling him to answer Amen to their blessings. The
operation was a resounding success, and the man had the privilege of living for many years following the procedure,
diligently reciting blessings aloud and responding Amen to others. (Adapted from Stories to Inspire - 718-400-7145 - Call Now & Be Inspired!)     
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llllyyyynnnn: The tefillos and beseeching of the great Gaon and
Tzaddik, R’ Chaim Shmulevitz zt”l, were legendary. He
was known to tell people that for a tefillah to be truly
effective, it must stem from the depth of one’s heart. If one
does not truly feel pain over what he is asking, his prayer is
less likely to be answered. R’ Chaim would advise that
before praying for a sick person’s recovery, first visit the sick
person and see what he is undergoing. This will help you feel
his pain and enable your prayers to be heard.
    R’ Chaim would often pray with great fervor at the site of
Yad Avshalom, the exotic tombstone of Avshalom, the son of
King David, located in the Kidron Valley near Jerusalem.
One of R’ Chaim’s talmidim once asked him about this
practice. After all, Avshalom was known to be a wicked
rasha. He instigated a tremendous rebellion in Klal Yisroel

    

and caused his father a great deal of trouble! What reason
could R’ Chaim have for praying there with such intensity?
    “Avshalom did indeed rebel against his father,” R’ Chaim
explained, “but when Dovid heard about his death, he wept
bitterly and davened that Avshalom merit entry into Gan
Eden. From Dovid and Avshalom, we learn that a father’s
love for his son is unconditional. Even when a son behaves
improperly and irrationally - even when he humiliates and
tortures his father - his father will still forgive him.”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Moshe Rabbeinu gave us a ferocious speech, warning
Bnei Yisroel that if we rebel against our Father in Heaven,
terrible calamities and disasters will befall us. That, however,
doesn’t take away from the fact that Hashem is still our
Father in Heaven, always looking out for the best for us. We
can repent and ask for forgiveness. For this reason, the
tochacha, the admonitions, is always read prior to Rosh
Hashanah, the great Day of Judgment.

    In this week’s Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi proclaims that
in the times of Moshiach, Klal Yisroel will all gather in the
holy city of Yerushalayim, where, “Your sons shall be
brought from afar, and your daughters will be waited on at
their side.” The question is why the Navi splits up the men
and women. In fact, right before these words, Yeshaya states;
“They will all [Klal Yisroel] gather and come to you
[Hashem]...” So, if all of Klal Yisroel will come before
Hashem, then there shouldn’t be a need for the Navi to
specify again that men and women will come.
    The Ben Ish Chai, Chacham Rav Yosef Chayim of
Baghdad zt”l quotes the Medrash which tells the story of
Shlomo HaMelech who once had a conversation with a bird,

who insisted that there are more women in the world than
men. The king disagreed and after acknowledging that he was
right, the bird explained that although physically there might
not be more women than men, when a woman rules over a
man telling him exactly what to do and how to do it, the man
becomes akin to a woman and is thus counted as one.
   The Ben Ish Chai explains that men and women have their
own purposes and responsibilities in life, and a man cannot
fulfill a woman’s responsibilities and vice-a-versa. So,
although Yeshaya HaNavi already stated that all of Klal
Yisroel will gather before Hashem, it was still important for
him to stress that each gender will arrive with their own
purpose and characteristic in their service to the Almighty.
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