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to find a minyan, or can he rely on the fact that the distance by car
is more than a mil and thus he does not have to go? Regarding
washing for bread, the Biur Halacha (5) says we apply the time
factor and not the distance factor. However, in Mishna Berura,
regarding fefillah [water for tefillah and presumably for a shul
minyan] it seems that one riding an animal goes after the distance
factor, and not the time factor ). This looks like a contradiction.
Opposing_Approaches of Two Gedolim. Shevet Halevi (7)
writes that the M.B. means to be strict by bread washing because
it involves an act of issur - eating bread without washing.
Regarding tefillah with a minyan, where no act of issur is done,
and he is davening, just not with a minyan, he is lenient to go
after distance, not time. He also brings a quote from the Shoel
Umeishiv to support this leniency. R” Chaim Kanievski z#”7 in a
letter @ however, differentiates between traveling on an animal
with its unique hardships and traveling in a train or car, which is
certainly much easier, and thus he must travel the eighteen
minutes. We have no clear ruling on this and whatever one does,
There is a common question about one who is traveling by car.  he has upon whom to rely. Certainly one who is strict and does
Do we obligate him to do eighteen minutes of car travel in order _the car travel up to eighteen minutes to a shul is praiseworthy.
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e (s v o e poprs’- The Gemara [w> minvao] leams from the posuk, na xon YwN’, the word "na’, is poynnd via. ie., if one
was oiver an 7y while preoccupied with doing something else (oymmn) he is mwa. Sxmw says, if one was oiver the nvay of eating 25n
(forbidden fats) or any of the my (forbidden relationships), even though he was a poymm, he would sill be 2»n because "mina yow". He adds, if
one was a poymn on M, he is Moa because regarding naw noxoN, we need mawnn NONDM and a poynn is not considered a noNON
nawvnn. Y"'w explains (o> mmo] a poynnis one who has a5n and yow in front of him (and knows that the 25nisn't kosher) and he reaches for
the yow, but gets distracted and accidentally picks up the 25n and eats it. A x»w would be if he thought the item he’s picking up was y»w and he
did pick it up, but tums out it was 25n. "o [vaxn> 0] asks, why does Sxmw have to tell us a poynn is Mo on naw because we need
mwnn moNon, why doesn't he leam it from poymab V9 "na” that a poymn is always s anyway? Tosfos answers, poymiab vV would
only exempt mw S that has no meon. Now that we learn from the requirement of nawnin maxon, it will exempt a oy even if he had mson.

Yy 9o 72 X RT NN explains, only when the Torah forbids doing a nwyr, when done without naw, is the action considered as not
done by the person, rather it is viewed as it happened on its own and is not or»nin back to the person. However, by m»yy oaon, the Torah was
papn on the mxan one derives from the action, not the nwynitself, so since he ultimately has mxon he is 270, [v30,2"N oY ¥ PV

"N '[P "o OTP MN] says, when eating a Mmoo Yv P 992 1, although we leam out o o from nxn and N doesn't need nmd,
that's only because of the svara of the 9. However, the first night of m>o has a din of n>yo nw» as well and namo is needed for that.

N'¥9['n'D Nop w] was asked, if one sees a Yid being oiver an moox while being a poynin, are we w»anb 3N, since a poynn is
MLa anyway? X'y answers: wn 127 ™. That which we are vy a poynn, is not to say he hasn't done an nay at all. Rather, he is
considered a »w, just a v of this level is excluded from bringing a mxvn, but it is still considered a X nw. So, in our case one would
have to stop him. However, when it comes to naw, since only nm nIOX MwNN NONOKY, an NPay done by a poymnis not considered a nwyn
atall and no nvay has been committed. He brings the o»n nmn who asks: if one has yanin his house on noa that he is unaware of, we pasken
he is ~w. Asks the o»n nmn, why should he be oiver? Since he doesn't know about it, he should be considered a >oymn and be Ma? X'y
answers, this halacha is understandable the way we he is leaming, that the oy is only s from bringing a mxwon but is still considered as

being 72w the nvay he has committed. m ﬂﬁ N ©PN PN ¥ (2) N JN9WN T 329 DA mvn (1)

q ' jn ‘ ‘ 1‘1 (5) N:lD‘P NN (4) Y\‘?:S] n"m:Lm:n: ;3) 3Na (9991 29)

R’ Shlomo Ephraim M’Luntzitz z¢”l (Kli Yakar) would say: 20 70 Y003 X310 B) 150 7) 28 8) AT
“729P1n NONN >N ... 7AND N 712" - Most illnesses are caused either by food that is ingested, or from an intensification of

internal forces within the body. Hashem promised to send His blessing in both of these areas, blessing the food one eats - “your
bread and water’ - as well as ‘removing sickness from your midst’ - making sure that illness does not come from within.”

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (27)
Tefilas Haderech in a Car. Passengers sitting in a vehicle can
recite Tefilas Haderech while the car is moving. However, there
is a preference to stop the car, if they can do so safely, and say it
while standing (1). The driver should not say it while driving and
should not listen to it being said to be yotzei while driving. If it is
dangerous to stop or the delay will put disturbing pressure on the
driver, he may say it while driving since it is a short prayer. In
this case, it might be better to be yotzei from another ().
Traveling by Car for Tefillah B’tzibbur. A person walking to
shul is obligated to walk up to one mil [a Talmudic measure]
which is about three-quarters of a mile and takes about eighteen
minutes to walk 3). The Shulchan Aruch writes @) that the same
is true if one wants to eat bread and has no water to wash; he
must walk the above distance to get water if he knows that water
is available within that distance. If no water is available he can
cover his hands and eat bread without washing. If a person is
anyway walking in that direction, he must go up to four mil.

A Wise Man would say: “Lose an hour in the morning, and you will spend the rest of the day looking for it.”
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The following story took place just a few years ago and demonstrates the power of Emunah and Chessed, over the
power of doctors and medicine. A dynamic yungerman lives in Lakewood today and learns in a number of kollelim
throughout the day. For a few years, he was asked to deliver a shiur once a week to a small group of men in Brunswick,
New Jersey, and he developed a warm bond with many of the shiur’s participants. He encouraged them to draw closer to
Torah and mitzvos and not only was he successful with many of the families, they trusted him and would often speak to
him to gain Torah wisdom and advice. Unfortunately, when Covid-19 broke out in early 2020, and the world as we knew
it shut down for all intents and purposes, the weekly shiur was neglected and the maggid shiur stopped driving out to the
small community where he gave it. Some of the participants stayed in touch but many did not.

Over nine months later, the yungerman stopped by a local sofer and happened to run into one of his former Brunswick
shiur participants. They hadn’t seen each other for close to a year and the reunion was sincere and heartfelt.

“What brings you to Lakewood?” asked the maggid shiur, and the man’s face instantly turned from a smile into a
frown. He explained that just a few weeks ago, he had experienced unusual symptoms and when he went to the doctor for
a checkup, the doctor confirmed that a huge cancerous mass was lodged in his brain and the prognosis was dire. The
doctor gave him a maximum of six months to live and the man had gone home to his family crestfallen. He had so much to
live for and was not prepared to die. He remembered that if a person is undergoing tribulations in his life, he should check
his mezuzos and hopefully that might alleviate his problems. This is why he was currently at the sofer in Lakewood.

The maggid shiur had tears in his eyes; he could feel the man’s pain. Suddenly, he stood up straight and said, “My
friend, never give up! Let us go to a big Tzaddik and get a beracha. My rebbi, R’ Yitzchok Sorotzkin shlita, lives here in
Lakewood and I want you to talk to him. He will give you chizuk and a blessing that all will be okay.” The man was eager
to comply and right then and there, they got into the maggid shiur’s car and drove to the home of Rav Sorotzkin.

Fortunately, R’ Yitzchok was home and he received the visitors graciously. The talmid explained the situation in great
detail and the rebbi listened quietly, stroking his long beard. Then, he looked at the man and asked him, “Tell me, what do
you do for a living?”” The man replied that he is a dentist. R’ Yitzchok narrowed his eyes and asked, “As a dentist, do you
work only to get paid and make money, or do you use your talents and abilities to help others, to do chessed?”

The man paused for a moment and then replied, “I actually do a lot of pro-bono work to help people in the community.
Of course, I have to make a living, but I always look out to help others in need, whether dental or otherwise.”

R’ Yitzchok smiled and asked, “I have one more question. Do you pray in a shul that tolerates talking during davening
or is it a synagogue that is quiet? What about you? Do you talk during davening or do you remain silent?”

The man nodded his head and assured Rav Sorotzkin that his synagogue is actually quite makpid not to talk during
davening, and he is as well. R’ Yitzchok closed his eyes and recited the words of Tanna Dvei Eliyahu found in the Gemara
(Bava Kama 85a): 'miXa72 XOMD M MW 1NN NP N - ‘From here [we learn] that permission is granted to the
doctor to heal.”” Then, he opened his eyes and announced, “The doctors have no right to kill you! Don’t believe what they

say! My friend, you are not sick and you are not going to live for only six months! Don’t believe what they say!”
The very next day, the man went back to his doctor for a scheduled appointment and they took another series of scans.
The doctors were shocked when the results came in: there was nothing there, no mass, no cancer, just an infection that

would need to be treated. It took six months of further treatment but Boruch Hashem today, this man is alive and well. A Y

valuable lesson was learned: doctors have permission from the Ultimate Doctor to heal - but pot to kill!
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As Klal Yisroel continued to maintain Jewish slaves in
their homes, despite Hashem’s repeated warnings to the
contrary, Yirmiyahu HaNavi berates the people and predicts
the eventual downfall of Yerushalayim. Nevertheless,
Hashem maintained that, “If I hadn’t established a covenant
with the day and night, I wouldn’t have set the laws and ways
of the world.” Chazal expound on these words and say that
this is referring to the covenant of the Torah and Bris Milah,
to derive from here that because of these all-important
mitzvos, heaven and earth were created. But while we know
that learning Torah is a requirement for every Jew, both by
day and at night, the mitzvah of circumcision is a one that is
only performed by day. What then is the comparison?

armemINGAnLEs oz wizmay TVSIAD DY) 72AXT TN

R’ Akiva Eiger z¢”l explains that Torah and Bris Milah
do indeed have a lot in common with one another, for by
cutting off the foreskin externally, the internal "abn n>ay”
becomes severed as well. This is essential for a child’s
spiritual growth since not only does it relieve the soul of
“excess” weight, but it also leads to an opening in the child’s

heart which allows the study of Torah to surge inside. This [

gateway is the only way for a person to succeed in Torah
study and is crucial for a child’s development in the world.

Thus, while it may seem to only apply by day, the mitzvah
of Bris Milah is in fact intrinsically tied to Torah study and is
applicable not only by day but also at night as well. Truly, an
integral component of heaven and earth.
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Parshas Mishpatim contains a wide variety of mitzvos, dinim and subjects, touching on many masechtos in Shas. Starting

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, with Kiddushin, Bava Kama, Sanhedrin, Bava Metzia, Kesubos, etc. Hence, the name Mishpatim. Why, if so many halachic

subjects are discussed, was »2y T2y chosen to be the first one? Perhaps there are some lessons to be learned about the essence

AEH] of the true T2y and its relevance to us as servants of Hashem. There are several ways an ™2y 71y, who is sold for six years,

exits his servitude. One of the options is if the 7N, his master, writes a Wnw 2ow. Rashi in Kiddushin 16a says the source of

&M this is a comparison to an »y> 71y who also goes free with a 7ow. The Avnei Nezer z¢”’I points out a flaw in the logic of this

comparison. Maybe only an »y) Tay has the option of vV, just like he has other options that an »ay Tay doesn’t. For

© | instance, an 1 Ty goes free with o2 v, If the master accidentally knocks out his eye or tooth, he goes free. An T2y
¥%.] "2y on the other hand, does not; as the above-quoted posuk says, "©72y0 NNd NN 8", (Neither a male or a female »ay 72y
goes out like an »y> 72y) So how can Rashi extrapolate from a »y to an »ay in regard to 7ow?

The Shem Mishmuel z£”’l answers with an insightful machshava. The main focus of an »yy 72y in life is his physical

o ‘ existence, the need and ability to stay alive. Thus, when he is physically damaged, his essence is adversely affected. Yo pnw nn
Y] the main focus of an 2y Tay, even as a slave, is his ruchniyus, his innate spirituality. Therefore, an injury to his body doesn’t

impact his main function, his neshama, and his continued service to Hashem:; the rational to be set free simply does not exist.

RV (See Kli Yakar here who explains this posuk so beautifully.)

This vort sets the tone for our main purpose in life. Our ruchniyus. Our constant striving to improve in our avodas Hashem.

rt,“"" And of course, our efforts expended tq ensure that all of our future generations will follow suit.
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Rav Shlomke answered, “If you knew the people of
(M-3) .. BYP™IN 27 550N SRR MY T D RN NS e

Chabarivka, you would not ask that question.”

R721R

=

3% m: In the city of Chabarivka (Ukraine) lived a dayan, a

judge, who was afflicted with deafness. The entire town was

&1 inan uproar when it was reported that the dayan would accept
x& | bribes; this, they assumed, was punishment for his actions.

When a tzaddik by the name of Rav Shlomke in a
neighboring town heard about this, he dispatched someone to

1 find out if this rumor was indeed true. For if it wasn’t true, he
o .| would put a quick end to the terrible slandering that was
| going around about the dayan.

Unfortunately, however, the messenger found that there

S| was, in fact, grounds for the accusation. But this begged an
<¥m| explanation. “How is it that the dayan is not blind instead of

deaf?” someone asked Rav Shlomke. “Doesn’t it say in the
Torah that ‘bribery will blind the eyes of the wise’?”

“Why not?” he was asked. “Well, because the people of
Chabarivka only agree to pay bribes, but they do not actually
pay those bribes. If the dayan had actually received cash as a
bribe, doubtless he would have become blind, like the Torah
says. But as it was, he only listened to the propositions, in the
hope of receiving bribes, but in the end, he never actually
received them. For this he became deaf, not blind!”

Yo3: Chazal describe the intense persuasion “bribery” can
have on a person. R* Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l (Oznaim
L’Torah), explains the meaning of the verse “For bribery...
will distort the words of the righteous” to mean, that even
after the dayan gives his honest verdict - a bribe is so
powerful that it can still have an effect and distort the

L;:‘ . ﬁ:‘f»c?:‘f» ) —:“u

righteous words of the dayan, long after the ruling.
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GOLDEN NUGG!
FOCUS ON LESSONS HOW TO SERVE HASHEM
AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD
Kial Yisroel accepted the Torah with the words “Naaseh v’Nishma.” A host of Malachim then came down and placed two

crowns on each Jew’s head representing this Kaballah. Just a few posukim earlier (3-72) the Yidden already said 02710 95"
R% | "Nwy) ‘N 727 WK, only they did not say the word “Nishma™ yet. Why did they not receive the “Naaseh” crown earlier and just
| add the “Nishma” crown after, when they said the word? Why did they receive both crowns at once?

During World War II, the Allies bombed locations all throughout Germany. One location that was hit was a road that the

3 " Nazis had forced Jewish prisoners to build during the war. The Nazis devised a cruel game. Jews were ordered to jump over the
| craters created by the bomb. R’ Yisroel Spira z#’”], the Bluzhever Rebbe, was among the Jews in line to jump. There was also a

Yid there who had lost his faith, who was certain he was about to fall to his death. When it was the Rebbe’s turn, he leapt across the

Rk abyss. He was not young, yet miraculously he landed on the other side. A moment later, the other man landed next to him.

“Rebbi,” he said excitedly, “I am young and barely made it across. How did you do it?” The Rebbe replied, “As I jumped, I

rt, stretched out my arms and suddenly I saw my father and my Zeides standing on the other side with outstretched arms. I
x| grabbed their arms and they pulled me over. But my friend, how did you get over?” The man replied, “T held onto you!”

R’ Moshe Feinstein z£”’l explains that saying Naaseh just means “We will do.” We will translate and explain the Torah any

,“ ‘"'”,\,, way we want to and we may totally distort the Mitzvos and their understanding. Nishma, however, means “We will listen” to
S | our Mesorah, to our parents and our Rabbeim, and learn how they properly explain the Torah. The Nishma is a prerequisite for
X:5] the Naaseh because first we need to understand the proper explanation of the Torah and then we can properly keep its laws.

Our Mesorah is our lifeline because it is only through that connection that we may keep the Torah and Mitzvos properly.




