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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (6)
Last week we discussed a number of obligations of a seller and
buyer. Sometimes one can transgress the issue of sheker - blatant
lies, or geneivas daas - misleading information. We continue.
Advertising. One must advertise honestly and accurately.

Fine print. If one has some very fine print that is hard to notice
or read which changes or limits the big print, it is geneivas daas.
However, if it is clearly noticeable, just he is using the big print
to attract the eye, it is permitted.

Warranty. If one advertises a certain time warranty which
sounds like a complete guarantee, and in practice, will only be
honored on certain aspects of the item, it is prohibited.

Sales. If one has a sale with true savings of 10 percent, and he
makes up a false “older price” with a slash of twenty percent, it
is geneivas daas. Even though the price is truly a bargain, it is
still prohibited to make him think that there is a bigger savings.

S T (YWD 100
weeks to decide, or come up with the money. If the seller calls
and gives false information that the buyer better hurry up because
he just got two attractive cash offers, it is at least geneivas daas. If
he uses this as a way to raise the price, it is even worse.
Painting. It is prohibited to paint or cover up a blemish on an
item, such as a rusty fragile car body. One can paint a house or
car so it should look its best and be attractive to the buyer.
Similar Practices. There are two similar practices that are
prohibited because of geneivas daas. 1) A buyer doesn’t want to
pay the price the seller wants for a house. He sends a few unserious
fake buyers to haggle and tell the seller its not worth that much and
they “refuse” to buy. He hopes that later when he makes a cheaper
offer it will be accepted because the fake buyers have convinced
the seller that it cannot sell at the original price. 2) Somebody
published a CD or book and wants bookstores to sell it for him.
He asks a few friends to call the store beforehand and inquire if
False Pressuring to Buy. Two people are negotiating a saleof a  they have this item, making the store owner think that it is a “hot”
house, and they set a tentative price and the buyer asked for two _item. Thisris also geneivas daas and is assur even to a gentile.
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" prrt” - The Gemara discusses if "pvn mow mona v or not. This is a v that occurs when a yow sees into his neighbor’s courtyard. The
NN Kler what the actual pvnis. Is it @ qwn “yx ie; the » is directly being damaged and made uncomfortableby being observed while
performing his chores in his private 1xn? Or, is the v the fact that now the 7w has to withhold from doing certain activities in his <xn because
he is being made uncomfortable. This is a bit more indirect. The mwi [.o] says that one may not open his window or doorway directly opposite his
neighbor’s window or doorway. This 1 of my»x is leamed from oyoa. The Gemara explains that when oy tried to be Sxw 595 Sopn, the
09 says he saw them "voawb 1w and blessings started to come forth from him. The Gemara says that the openings of their tents were not
opposite each other. oy>a exclaimed that this nation (due to it's adherence to my»y) are Dby Nyaw MvNY PN,

The y"w [n,nye n"n] says it is 9amon> mox into your neighbor's field while it is full of grown nxian, because of yin py. The "o explains
that this type of o v is a direct pon. However, the mxa v our Gemara is only a N, because by being visible to others it is forcing the
neighbor to refrain from doing his normal activities that he would normally do. We pasken, pvn maow moxa pon. Therefore, one neighbor may
insist that they put up a n¥ . The &' quotes the w'NA that says there is no 7 of assumed n>rw and even if a few years have gone by
without a wall separating them, there is no n»n, unless there are o1y testifying that the yow was explicitly Srwa. The w'N4 [ '0] explains that
the o» (has an excuse) can say the reason | wasn't i is because you are not only a 7w but you are a p» also, because | can look into your
~xn also, so | have been waiting for you to make a mxry on me. This is why | haven't made a mxnin yet, but not because | am Snwa.

PNOR " ['x Tix 2" '] brings the above v that an explicit no i works to absolve the neighbor from putting up a wall because he has a
an nwan to eliminate his o pvn. PR = wonders how nonn can work in this case. He says, normally nt»r can work if it is regarding a
previous N>o. Like a loan that is in place or a damage that has been done already. So, once he is 5rw, the mb or wa is not 2»n anymore.
However, by moxa oo there is a constant 2»nsw and every moment the w1 is 210 to remove his o wn? And just like if he removed the
NI v by constructing a wall, if it fell down, he would need to rebuild it, so too after norw there is still a new ma»nnn that is 5n. w'»y.

R’ Isser Zalman changed his route home one day from Yeshivas Eitz Chaim. Normally he walked through the Ben Yehuda market, but this
time he took a longer route. His talmid asked him why the change in route? R’ Isser Zalman replied that it was currently watermelon season and
the vendors had their produce piled high in their stalls. So, to comply with the above halacha that one should not stand near his neighbor’s field

while it is loaded with produce so as not to cast ﬁ@ﬂb\\d: ﬂ»ﬂ F&j}ﬂ an evil eye, he avoided walking through the pw.

R Simcha Maimon would say:

“Yehoshua and Calev were saved from the rest of the spies. However there is a fundamental difference regarding how
they where saved. Yehoshua was saved by Moshe’s prayers. Moshe changed his name, his whole being was changed, and
he became separated from the spies. Calev separated himself so as not be with them. That is why Calev was able to act like
he was with them, as opposed to Yehoshua who had absolutely no connection with them even to act like one of them.”

. s . o . . MazelTov to RebYossie and
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In 1946, American scientist Adelbert Ames Jr. invented something called the “Ames room.” An Ames room is a
distorted room that creates an optical illusion. When viewed through a peephole, the room appears to have distorted
perspective. One of the most interesting effects of an Ames room is that the distorted perspective can make people and
objects look much bigger or smaller than they really are. For this reason, Ames rooms are widely used for practical special
effects. The Land of Israel is often referred to as the “Ames Room” of the world. It appears to be bigger than it really is.

In the late 1980’s a Chinese teenager made his way to the shores of America. He wanted to raise his education level and
decided that the United States of America, the world financial capital, would be the place for him. He was exceptionally
bright and he managed to procure a visa for “reasons of higher education” - which was the purpose of his trip.

But he came from a “closed” country, a sheltered environment, and when he arrived in America, he was mesmerized at
how advanced this country was compared to the village where he came from. He tried to soak up as much as he could. To
overcome the culture and language barrier he was suffering from, someone suggested he read the “highly acclaimed and
prestigious New York Times,” as the man put it. It was hard at the beginning, but the more he read the better he got at it.

Almost his entire education came from reading the Times and after a few months, he realized something interesting.
The newspaper primarily covers three countries vastly more than any other: the U.S., Russia and Israel. Clearly, he
surmised, these must be the dominant countries of the world. Now, America and Russia he had heard of, as they were the
two recognized superpowers, and he could understand why there was so much coverage on them. But what was Israel? He
had never even heard of it back in China! He took out a map and began scanning for this presumably large and important
country. After a few failed attempts to locate it on the map, he made an “educated” guess that Israel was probably Canada,
the large country on the northern border of the United States. Probably some people call it by its old name and some people
call it by its new name. He never bothered to ask anyone or determine the real answer, so he simply accepted this as fact.

Time went on and after a while, he landed a job at the esteemed firm Lehman Brothers, then considered one of the
largest investment banks in the United States. For the first time since his arrival in this country, he began to meet and
mingle with all different types of people. One day he met another worker, a religious Jew, and the two struck up a
conversation. During the course of the conversation, the Jewish man mentioned that he had just come from Canada.

“Really? So tell me,” asked the young Chinese, “when is this country called Canada and when is it called Israel?”

He was met with a strange look. He tried to reword the question but was met with an even stranger look. Realizing he
was mistaken but not knowing exactly what his mistake was, he told the friendly Jewish man of his ordeal and why he
concluded that Canada and Israel were the same. If it was always in the news, it must be a large and populous country, no?

“Well,” came the amused reply, “I can understand your thought process, but come let me show you where this ‘world
dominant country’ actually lies on the map.”

Ever the one to learn something new, the Chinese fellow followed the Jewish man to the nearest library where they
obtained a large detailed map of the world. It had every country in a variety of colors.

The Jewish fellow pointed towards the middle east and said, “Look really close. There it is.”

Assuming he was pointing to Egypt, he was about to ask why was does it say Egypt on the map, instead of Israel, but

he bit his tongue; this was becoming quite embarrassing. He was really not comprehending this whole matter.

The Jewish man seemed to pick up on that and pointed directly at a tiny smudge on the map, right off the Mediterranean [

Sea. “This is Israel,” he smiled. “Go learn some Jewish history and then you’ll understand why the world is busy with it.”
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Moshe Rabbeinu had instructed the Meraglim to take samples of the luscious fruits of Eretz Yisroel to show the Yidden

"C, how beautiful the land is. Instead, they used that very same fruit to do just the opposite and in the end, they spoke derogatorily

about the land. It’s brought down from the Kadmonim that the mitzvah of bikkurim serves as a tikkun, by showing our eternal

’w love of the land, and therefore, the bikkurim are davka from the Shivas Haminim, N\ nawn. (See Rashi - Ki Savo)

My grandfather, Reb Uri Wiederman, would always repeat the following vort said over in the name of the great R’

&*| Menachem Ziemba 21l Hy”’d. The Mishnah in Bikkurim (3-1) states: 1¥37,72°2¥ 919WUKX N12°2¥ MND NN N TY TN DTN T

"D N ON N MW WP 1322w, Why does the Mishnah choose figs, grapes, and pomegranates as examples? He answers

&'| because these were the three fruits the Meraglim took whe they scouted the land. Why though, did they only take three? R’
4.1 Shamshon M’Ostropoli z¢”’l explains based on the Targum Yonason who translates the word “Onpmnnm” as, "Nnpn )y1ayn’”
| - you should make a chazaka. R’ Shamshon quotes the Gemara in Bava Basra that says regarding a fruit field, if a buyer picks
"C, and eats the fruits of three different trees, that effects a chazaka, and doesn’t require a N of three years to preclude an

ownership challenge. Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu instructed them to take three types of fruit to show, upon their return, that the

] land is now ours, and the ownership cannot be contested. Yet, they failed in Moshe’s intended mission for them.

Perhaps we can add the following machshava: A person who takes his first fruits and presents them to Hashem, is

R essentially showing that Hakadosh Boruch Hu is in charge. The Meraglim, however, failed to realize this concept and wanted

to remain in their exalted positions when entering the Land of Israel. While today we don’t have bikkurim, let us hope that our

rt“,“"" actions reflect our belief of Who is truly in charge and may n"apn send His yeshua as then, to our beloved land and its people.
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w Ywn: R’ Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz z¢”l, is credited for

reviving Torah Jewry in America. He helped build Yeshiva
Torah Vodaath, founded Torah Umesorah, and many more
incredible achievements that still live on till today. However,

(t among the many endeavors he envisioned, he believed the

transformation of American Jewry depended on the creation

| of a cadre of teachers who burned with a sense of mission.

He once sent his protege, Rabbi Alexander Gross z”’/,

¢ | later another of the founders of Torah Umesorah, to a distant
community for the Yamim Noraim. When he returned, R’

Shraga Feivel asked him how many Shabbos observers he

w‘;‘”r found there. Rabbi Gross expressed doubt that there was

even one fully Shomer Shabbos Jew.
“And when you realized that,” R’ Shraga Feivel asked him

in amazement, “didn’t you cry bitterly?”

And then, R’ Shraga Feivel let out a cry that only he was

capable of emitting, which conveyed his lifelong legacy.
Only those capable of crying over the state of American
Jewry would be able to change it!
Yoms: The Torah tells us that Klal Yisroel cried bitterly about
their fate of going into the Land of Eretz Yisroel - which was
completely unjustified and unwarranted. Hashem then told
them: “Because you cried a baseless cry, I will give you
something to cry about.” This is the day of Tisha B’av, a day
on which we mourn and cry year after year. This is a
powerful lesson for us too. How many times do we cry and
bemoan senseless things when we ought to see the good and
positive path Hashem is leading us in? If we would cry over
the important things, we would be able to accomplish what
Hashem really wants from us in this world!
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How could the Meraglim have come back from Eretz Yisroel with an evil report? It is almost impossible to fathom. The

* answer is that they went in with an evil report in their minds and therefore, they came out with an evil report on their lips!

The spies who were the twelve Nesi’'im (princes) of Klal Yisroel, were afraid that they would lose their position as princes

3 once they entered the Land. They knew that life as they knew it in the Midbar would be completely changed. They would lose

The Haftorah tells us that Yehoshua Bin Nun sent two
spies to scout out Eretz Yisroel prior to the invasion, but they
were discovered and only through the help of a woman by
the name of Rachav did they manage to escape. The Navi
tells us that the pair went to spy on “The land and Yericho” -
implying that the spies were required to scout not only
Yericho, but the rest of the country, as well. However, we
only find that the spies went to Yericho and then returned to
Yehoshua with their report.

R’ Dovid Feinstein z¢’l (Kol Dodi) explains the disparity
by saying that the attitude of Yericho’s residents was enough
to demonstrate the general feeling of the entire Canaanite
population. Ordinarily, border cities like Yericho would be

fortified because they would be responsible for protecting the
country, so that the inner cities would not have to defend
themselves. Accordingly, the spies knew that if the residents
of fortified Yericho were confident that they could resist the

towns in the interior to gauge their feelings. However, if even
the people of Yericho were afraid of Klal Yisroel, then it
would be indicative of the terrified feelings of the people in
the unfortified cities.

As a result, since even the people of Yericho, despite its
walls, were afraid of the invading Jews, it was obvious that
the people in the interior were surely afraid, and there was no
need for the spies to go any farther.

"C, their exalted status and spiritual standing, as the Jewish Nation would have to live a physical existence, in a land of plowing

and harvesting. The mann would no longer fall down from the sky and they would not be protected or led by the clouds of

»“ glory and pillars of fire. They brought back an evil report because they thought they could change Hashem’s plan. They
& | thought they could live a holier and more spiritual life in the Midbar. They thought they were smarter than Hashem!

invaders, the spies would have to proceed to the unfortified |

A man once said some negative and critical things about Eretz Yisroel to R’ Moshe Lelover zt”’l. R’ Moshe rebuked him

w& [ and said, “The Torah says that the Land of Israel is VERY VERY good! Why are you not seeing it? Because in order to see
IFNE®| that Eretz Yisroel is very, very good, one must fulfill the words of the Mishna (Avos 4,4) “Be VERY VERY humble!” When
% | someone is arrogant, he will not be satisfied and will complain about Eretz Yisroel. Only someone who is humble will be
| positive and accepting of the more spiritual dimensions of the Land and less comfortable or convenient situations he is in.”

The Meraglim came back with an evil report that Eretz Yisroel “devours its inhabitants.” Unfortunately, today, millions of

¢ “spies” publicize “evil reports” about our Holy Land. There is non-stop world criticism and as Jews, we must never get caught
X:51 up in the slander and negativity over Isracl. Why should we ever have a bad word to say about Ererz Yisroel? We must be

VERY VERY careful to be VERY VERY humble and make sure to only say that the Land of Israecl is VERY VERY good!




