
 lpa kt ruvy ouen kt vbjnk .ujn kt rpv kf ,t thmuvu
 /// ;rah iasv lpa kg atc ohmg kg u,t ;rau iasv(ch-s)

    t,hcku ,ugdubn ohbct lhkavk vtnuyk ifun ouen rhgk .ujn aha hpk :h"ar
/ruvy ouenv tvha 'rhgk .uj tuva vz 'wvbjnk .ujnw rnuk lrmuv ',urcev
'vrvyc ,uaghvk vz icre ,sucg od vfhrm asenv hbhbg kffa ts thv t,uyhap
vkgh vnk ?ruvy ouenc vhv,a vphrav ihbg kg sjuhnc ahdsvk w,fv lrmuv vnku
uaurhpc ubtmn lfk vcua, ?vsucgv hbhbg rtan r,h vz yrpc ,ubak ,gsv kg

 ka gushv urntn ,t itf ohsevk ubhkgu 'h"ar kayyyy""""aaaaggggccccvvvvuh,ukucj,n ,jta rnta 
vumnca ihcvk uk i,uba h"g vrhcgk ostv ,t ,u,pk tuv rmhv ka;hxuvu /ibhrhht 

tuck sh,gk vz kg abghvk tuv sh,gu 'wtyjwf grv rmhvk cajhh vz rcsa 'rntu
uhkg kyunv ,t vaga vp iuj,p zt uk vhv, tku '(/cb vfux ,fxnc vtr) vyhjac
ifta uk urnth hf 'wv hrjtn ruxk ostv ,t ,u,pk rmub lfkau 'trucv ,ujhkac
vrhcg kg uk rnuk okut 'tyuj tuva gsuh ostva sugc tyjv kt ,u,pk uk r,uv

 /lf kg ,uar kkf kche tku ',gs ,chbd hvuz lphvk ut vumn thva
!wgcum ouan rnt cr ?chhj htn ouan yjuaw :(/vg ,ca) k"zjtn ,t vzc rthcu    
w,unv ltknwv od u,uhv oa kg wyjuaw trebu 'wgrv rmhwv tuv wyjuawv vz hf 'arhpu
ostv ,t wvg,nu sruhw tuv vkhj,ca (/zy c"c) k"zjtanfu 'ostv ,t ,hnnv
ifa iuhfu 'wvnab kyubu ,uar kyubw tuv z"hgu 'uhduryec wzhdrnu vkugw f"jtu 'uthyjnu

 ?chhj htn ouan wyjuawv vz trndv ,ktuau /wyjuaw u,ubfk hutr rhpavnk 'rnukf
iuudc vrhcgv ,t gucmk od jry hf !wgcum ouanw cr chav vz kgu ?sh,gk v,hn chhj,h

 

 /// rehu iaau vjnau vrut v,hv ohsuvhk(zy-j r,xt ,khdn)
    `cr rnt 'rehu iuaau vjnau vrut v,hv ohsuvhk" :(c 'zy) vkhdn wndc t,h

ifu 'cuy ouh vz - vjna /rut vru,u vumn rb hf rnut tuv ifu 'vru, uz - vrut :vsuvh
- rehu 'l,rnt kg hfbt aa rnut tuv ifu 'vkhn uz - iuaa 'ldjc ,jnau rnut tuv
kkf unhhe tka ubhmn ifhvs wndv hrcs kg oharpnv uaevu /f"g '"ihkp, ukt
'vkhn ,umn unhhe inv ,rhzd kyc,ba rjt eru 'vguahv osue vkhn ,umn ktrah

?r,xt ,khdnc vz rcs kkf rfzuv tk
 rthcu     yyyyppppaaaannnnvvvv    ,,,,uuuucccchhhh,,,,bbbbvvvvutyja k"zj urnta vn p"g (ohr,xb ,khdn urpxc) 

ukta" :(t 'ch) vkhdn wndc t,ht vbvs /auruajt ,sugxn ubvba ktrah kkf
rusv u,utca ktrah ka ivhtbua uchhj,b vn hbpn :htjuh ic iugna hcr ,t uhshnk,
ot - /gar u,ut ka u,sugxn ubvba hbpn :uk urnt - !o,t urnt :ovk rnt ?vhkf
:ovk rnt - !v,t runt :uk urnt - !udrvh kt ukuf okugv kfca 'udrvh iauaca if
ka tyjva rnuk if,h tks 'wndv hrcsn rtucn hrv /f"g '"okmk uuj,ava hbpn
'ktrah kkf kg vhhkf rzd garv inva vchxv vhv gar u,ut ka u,sugxn ubvbva

  /ohsuvhv kf rta tku v,hn chhj,h vrhcv iauac ohsuvhv er 'if ukhta

uhktn icun /u,natc tka ygnf vrhcg hshk ostv ,t thcv lfcu /vumn ka
ka ,ugnan uzht od ohtyj i,utc tmun f"tt uz vkucj, ohhek rmhvk t"ta
 /ibhexg vumnca uk rnuku v,p,nv og ohrcsc tuck u,kufhc vhv, zt er /vumn
.ujnw ohhe,vk vfhrm rpv ,phraa rntb uc 'ubhbpka huuhmc ohtmun ubt ,tzf   
sguhnv ouen tuva wvbjnk .ujnw ohngp vnf vru,c ubtmna iuuhfu 'wvbjnk
'vtnuy ouenk vbuufv itf oda rnuk rmhk vp iuj,p ts iudfc ah ifk 'vtnuyk
vphrava vru,v vahdsv ifk 'u"j ohasev ,t tnyk lrc,h u,nfj vrzd ukhtfu
,mgk u,p,h ohzhrzv ohbvfva aujk ihta ;t kgu /ruvy ouenc ohhe,vk vfhrm
hsf 'lf kg rhvzvk iufbv ouenv vz vhv 'vtnuy ouenc vphrav ,t ohhek rmhv
,uhvk ohbvfv ohgsuh itfa oafa ',uruvku 'uk ohnusv ohcmnv kf kg ahevk
,u,p,vk tka zhrzu rhvz ,uhvk ost kf kg kyun lf 'rmhv hkuckcn ohrhvzu ohzhrz
vumnk zg iumr uc rrug,na ost vturafu ',uumnc ,urhcgv ,t ahcknv urmh kt
vz iht tna ut 'ushk vbnszb vumn ift ot cyhv cyhv rrck uhkg kyun 'thva kf
ifun ouen rhgk .ujn aha hpk h"ar rnuta uvz /vkhkj vrhcgk vp iuj,p tkt
',urcev ,hcku ',ugdubn ohbct oa lhkavk k"zju vru,v ,truvc usguba vtnuyk
rnthu rmhv ehhsh hf 'vzk vz ,umuj hbhs kf ,uuavk utucha aujk ah ts iudfcu
.ujnw itf urntca rnuk lrmuv ifk 'u"j vtnuy ouenc ,uaghvk vphrav vfhrma
uhkg itf kct 'rhgk .ujn if od vhvha lhrm tuva vzk ot hf ihuuf,n ubht 'wvbjnk

 /rmhv ,mgk u"j aujh tk ts iudfcu /ruvy ouenv tvha rhvz ,uhvk
wvbjnk .ujw ihbg ah ubhnhc od lf wvbjnk .ujw hdux wc vhv ovhnhca oaf vbvu     
ohfhrm uhv ovhnhca oafu /lphvk thva wvbjnk .ujw v,nugku 'vcuy thva

/ovhba ihc khscvk ubhnhc od ohfhrm lf 'ukt ,umuj hba ihc khscvk
ohrhav rha) arsnv k"zu /wndv ,haue cahhk arsnv hrcsc t,ht obnt     
sckc vrhcv iaua habt tkt vsugx ukft tk tkvu uk urnt" :(c"h 'z"yp vcr
ihkht ihcrg ktrah kf tkvu uk urnt 'vktv ohnhv ,tkncu (v 't r,xt) s"vv
rtucn hrv /f"g '"uhjt iugc aht 'uhjtc aht ukafu (zk 'uf trehu) ch,fs ihkhtc
era odvu 'urhcj ka utyjc chhj sjt kf vzk vz ihchrg ktrah kfa iuhfa

/vz tyj kg chhj ktrah kf n"n vsugx u,utn ubvb iauac ohsuvhv
:(ch 'z vcr r,xt) k"zj urnt vz kg 'auruajt ,sugxn ubvba tyjv uvnu     
ovk vagu ,ubuz ovk sngv vnz tbua ukt ka ovhvkt auruajtk inv rnt"
,uagk rntba obumrf uaghu u,ahu ukfthu okuf utucha ovhkg rzdu v,an
ufk, tk ovk rntu ovhkg zhrfvu sng lf hfsrn vtra iuhf 'ahtu aht iumrf
thrudhye ofhkg snkk ot hf of,t ihnzv tka auruajt ka u,sugxc kuftk
tku tuv lurc ausev hbpk ofhkg dryek ihsv ,sn og vp iuj,p tvha hsf
vhv vsugxv ka tyjv hrv /f"g '"v,anv ,hck okuf ufkvu hfsrn hrcsk ugna

/,ubz ka ruxhtv hshk utca
iuhfa '"vkhn uz iuaau" k"zj ,buuf uvza ypanv ,uch,bv rthc vz hpku     
ufzu 'vz tyj kg vcua,c urzju 'osue ,hrc ,utv odp tuva ,uhrgc utyja

/"vkhn uz iuaau" k"zj ,buuf uvzu /vkhnv odp u,ut iueh,a tmnb 'wv ,guahk

"uka ,uthmn ukt" - The vcav cuhj of a lost object only applies if the owner has not yet given up on getting it back (auth). If, however, one finds a
vthmn after the owner was athhn, he may keep it. The g"ua [wu 'c"xr n"uj] therefore paskens (like our Mishnah), if one finds ,urzupn ,ugn or
similar items that don’t have a nhxi , we assume the owner knows they are missing and since they don’t have a inhx on them, he has certainly been
athhn and the finder may keep it. The Gemara says if one picks up a vthmn prior to the owners auth, he may not keep it even after the owner is
athhn, because vhshk t,t truxhtc.The ohbuatr explain that when one picks up an vshct, he becomes a rnua (the Gemara later will debate if he’s
a obj rnua or a"a) on this object for the owner. We also have a kkf: ",hcv kgc shf rnua sh" - i.e. when an item is in the ,uar of a shomer it’s
really in the ,uar of the owner. So since when the finder picks up the vshct he is a shomer for the owner, even if the owner subsequently is
athhn, he is being athhn on something that is in his ,uar and this is not called auth. Abaye and Rava argue if auth huv ,gsn tka auth. i.e. if one
finds an object that presently the owner wasn’t athhn, only because he doesn’t know yet that he lost it, but once he realizes it’s lost, he will certainly
be athhn, can we consider it as if when the finder picked up the lost object, auth is already kj? Abaye holds auth huv tk ,gsn tka auth.
    The oharpn explain that tcr holds auth huv ,gsn tka auth. This means that having kgupc ,gs is not necessary, but rather any vshct that
normally when the owner is aware he has lost it he will usually be athhn on, is considered as if he was already athhn from the moment he lost it,
even before he was aware of the loss. Consequently, once we follow the tbsnut, it comes out that by an vshct that doesn’t have a inhx, since
most people are athhn on it, even if later the owner says he wasn’t athhn, he’s not believed. hhct holds authh huv tk ,gsn tka auth and auth is
only kj when the owner is actually athhn.  ihhg,uhj ."rvn  ** who explains why this ,eukjn has no ,ufhha to vrhrc.
    The  [wy ,ut wune wx],uch,b  explains why we don’t say ";hsg hrc tnau hrc". If one claims the vshct is htsu his, the thmun should give it to him
because he is only a tna? He explains that the finder is a ezjun for the rightful owner and even if a ezjun is only a tna, a hrc can’t take it away
without ohsg. Consequently, if 2 people see an vshct and before anyone picks it up, one says it’s htsu mine, he is vfuz in it, because no one was
ezjun in it yet. a"g. The Gemara says even according to hhct, one may keep ,urzupn ,ugn, because, "vgau vga kfc uxhfc anank huag ost", so he
was immediately aware and athhn. Someone asked the cr rexhrc why he’s so concerned for uncommon possibilities and takes on many ,urnuj
when performing ,umn? He answered that just like when one leaves the house with cash he is very nervous about it and is always uxhfc anann,
so too my ,umn are even more valuable to me than your cash, so I am naturally very concerned and scrupulous with their performance.                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Avraham Kramer zt”l (Achi HaGr’a) would say:
    “wogv ,natk tyjh jhanv ivfv otw - Chazal tell us (:s z"ug) that Bnei Yisroel made the Eigel Hazahav, only in order to
teach the people to do teshuva. Also, Dovid did a ‘sin’ only to awaken teshuva to individuals. This posuk is a remez to
that Gemara. wivfv otw - refers to Aharon Hakohen who helped create the Eigel, wjhanvw refers to Dovid Hamelech who
was anointed by Hashem, wtyjhw - sinned, only because wogv ,natkw - in order to show the Nation a way to do teshuva.”

A Wise Man would say: “You are not drunk if you can lie on the floor without holding on.”                   
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Chodesh Adar and the Yom Tov of Purim (3)
Purim on Sunday. This year, the Yom Tov of Purim falls out on
Motzei Shabbos and Sunday. As such, we have a number of
very relevant halachos that are particularly important to note.
Preparations on Shabbos. One may not make any preparations
on Shabbos for the upcoming day of Purim. Nevertheless, dressing
children in costumes on Shabbos, when they will have enjoyment
and delight right away from the “dress-up” is permitted (1). An adult
must wait until Shabbos is over (f"vtm) and say "ub,bbuj v,t" in the
Shemona Esrai, or "kujk asue ihc khscnv lurc" and only then can he
dress up for Purim. It is also prohibited to bring a Megillah to shul
on Shabbos, for the express purpose of using it that night for
hearing the Megillah, even if he is carrying it inside a valid Eruv
(2). If, however, he will learn from it on Shabbos - even if he is only
doing so in order to be able to bring it to shul - it is permitted (3).
Shuls with time clocks should adjust them properly in such a way
that they do not turn off in the middle of the Megillah reading.
Muktza. A kosher Megillah is not muktza on Shabbos and may

      

be moved around freely. In Yerushalayim, when their Purim - the
15th of Adar as opposed to us who celebrate on the 14th of Adar
- does fall out on Shabbos, the Sages decreed that it should not be
read on Shabbos, but rather on Friday. The Pri Chodosh (4) holds
that a Megillah is muktza on this Shabbos, but the Mishna
Berura (5) rules that even then it is not considered muktza.
Baal Koreh Preparing on Shabbos. Although preparing the
kriah (reading) for Megillah laining is an actual fulfillment of
Limud HaTorah because one is learning Torah which is a
constructive activity right now, and he may do so on Shabbos,
nevertheless, it is quoted (6) in the name of Rav Elyashiv zt”l that
he should do so in a way that looks like he is learning it and not
just practicing the trop (cantillations).
Accepting the Torah. On Purim, Klal Yisroel reaccepted the
Torah better than the original acceptance at Har Sinai - vn unhe"
"rcf ukcea (7). We, too, should view the Yom Tov of Purim as a
new commitment to Torah study and observance with the same
sort of enthusiasm that the people in those days had.



   True avodas Hashem is remembering exactly what Amalek did to us. What did they do? Amalek came from far to attack the
Jewish people in their time of weariness and fatigue. They came with great alacrity and enthusiasm to show the world not to be
afraid of Hashem! Although it was a long and difficult journey, and the world was in awe and trembling from the Jews,
Amalek was not deterred! They came with a passion! Nothing would stop them because they were determined to succeed!
     Writes the Shevet Sofer, R’ Simcha Bunim Sofer zt”l, “Amalek teaches us us how to serve Hashem!” We need to
remember Amalek and learn to serve our "rmuh" - Creator, the way Amalek served their "rmh" - the Satan! The way they
followed their evil inclination is a powerful lesson for us how to serve Hashem! Amalek caused a great prosecution against
the Jewish people! "lrsc lre rat" - they cooled us down from our enthusiasm to serve Hashem, "lhrjt ohkajbv kf lc cbzhu" -
they cut off all the stragglers from Klal Yisroel. All those people who just “following the crowd” - who were going through
the motions of serving Hashem. Those people were cut off! The prosecution was against them! If Amalek can serve their
Yetzer with so much enthusiasm and zerizus, then shouldn’t YOU serve Hashem with fire! Amalek caused us to be cold.
They took away our fire and this is why we need to remember them. 
    We must remember Amalek every single day. Because one cannot be a “Shayna un Fayna Yid” just by going through the
motions of Yiddishkeit. Of course, we keep Shabbos we eat kosher and we daven daily. But HOW do we keep Shabbos, eat
kosher and daven? How do we keep all the mitzvos? Do you want to know HOW to do it right? Remember Amalek!
Remember what he did and then you will know how to act towards Hashem! Don’t be a straggler! Stragglers get cut off! Serve
Hashem with passion, with determination and a sense of mission. This is the greatest revenge we can take on our enemies!

     The Torah enumerates a variety of korbonos one can bring. Some are obligatory, others are voluntary. The Gemara in
Megillah (16a) relates the following anecdote: When Achashverosh ordered Haman to honor Mordechai by parading him
through the streets of Shushan extolling his praises, he dejectedly sought out Mordechai. He found him learning Torah with
his talmidim. He asked what they were studying and Mordechai replied, they were learning Hilchos Kmitzah. (Rashi explains
it was the 16th of Nissan; the day of Hakrovas Haomer) because when we had the Bais HaMikdash a person could donate a
mincha, bring the Kmitzah, and have a kapara. Haman replied, “Your little handful of flour knocked out my 10,000 ;xf hrff.”
    The questions are obvious; 1) Why was Mordechai learning this topic specifically? 2) Haman said, your Kmitzah knocked
out ... he should have asked why are you learning Hilchos Kmitzah? 3) What was the power of Kmitzah that enabled it to
supersede Haman quest? Chazal teach us that even today, without the Bais HaMikdash, we can access the power of korbonos
by learning their respective halachos. Mordechai wanted to both unleash those kochos and was also vguahk vpmn. It was
therefore not just the  halachos of Kmitzah, but as Haman himself testified, an actual Kmitzah that he was offering.
    R’ Yonason Eibshitz zt”l adds that Haman wanted to distribute money to the poor, accruing “zechusim” to enable him to
eradicate the Yidden! Mordechai was relaying the following message: The Parsha of Menachos states, "chre, hf apbu". Rashi
says this refers to the ohhbg who can only afford flour. Yet, Hashem considers it as if they brought their soul, their apb because
they did it with apb ,rhxn. You, Haman, a rich man, are attempting to give “tzedaka” for cruel purposes. That will never
overpower the simple faith, love and sacrifice of a Yiddishe hbg. Now, Haman realized that he stood no chance. If we also display
this vyuap vbunt and apb ,rhxn inside of us, B’ezras Hashem we should also be zoche to nissim and yeshuos yrpcu kkfc.                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 ekng rhg sg kuta tchu
 /// kjbc crhu(v-uywt ktuna)

lhrjt ohkajbv kf lc cbzhu lrsc lre rat
 /// gdhu ;hg v,tu(jh-vf ohrcs - rufz ,arp)

 vhvh ,kx wvk vjbn icre chre, hf apbu
 /// vbck vhkg i,bu ina vhkg emhu ubcre(t-c)

 /// thfs trhn ibhndr,nu "rurs rn" ?ihbn vru,v in hfsrn /"rh,xt r,xv hfbtu" ?ihbn vru,v in r,xt(:yke ihkuj)
    The Tzaddik, R’ Michoel Ber Weissmandl zt”l was famous both for his survival and rescue efforts during the Holocaust,
as well as his teachings based on what would be later be termed “Equidistant Letter Sequences” (ELS), later popularized by
Aish HaTorah and other programs as “Bible Codes.” Notably, the well known code of the Nuremberg trials and “Purimfest
1946” was first attributed to him in 2002 by Rabbi Chaim Alexander Neiman. While the Nuremberg teaching is not itself an
example of ELS, it is often mentioned in the context of other “Bible Codes,” and viewed as part of that genre.
     Rabbi Yaakov Mordechai Greenwald z”l was a renowned Torah scholar and widely respected therapist. He had strong
personal relationships with many Gedolei Yisroel, including the Steipler Gaon zt”l, who frequently referred clients to him.
He related that although the concept of “Bible Codes” - hidden secrets in the Torah, is well known today, he was zoche to be
serve R’ Michoel Ber Weissmandl, who was the “Father of Codes.” He didn’t have a computer or programs that we have
today, and all his calculations were done inside his brilliant mind.
    Rabbi Greenwald relates the following amazing story: “I was once visiting Rav Weissmandl before Purim and he asked
me, ‘Did you count how many letters there are in the megillah yet?’ I told him I didn’t know. He continued, ‘There are 12,196
letters!’ I told him, ‘Okay, and what can we do with that number?’ He asked me to bring him a chumash. I brought him one.
     “‘Count from the first "t" in the Torah the same amount of letters as there are in the megillah - 12,196 - and you’ll reach a
"x". From that letter, count the same number of letters again and you’ll get to a ",". Do it once more and the following letter
will be a "r". And there you have the name "r,xt". It’s unbelievable!’ Indeed, it truly was breathtaking.
     “‘And what about Mordechai?’ I asked, half jokingly. ‘Don’t you think he might feel left out?’ 
     “‘I don’t know,’ the Rav responded honestly, ‘come back next year.’
     Sure enough, the following year I returned and asked R’ Michoel Ber, “Nu, what’s with Mordechai?” He excitedly told me
that he found a clue to Mordechai as well. Chazal teach (:yke ihkuj): Where is the name Mordechai hinted to in the Torah?
From the words in Parshas Tetzaveh (df-k ,una):  atr ohnac lk je v,tu" rurs rn"  - which the Gemara translates as "thfs trhn"
- which contain the same letters as the name "hfsrn". This is the place where the name of Mordechai is hinted to in the Torah. 
    “So now,” continued R’ Michoel Ber with a glint in his eye, “count from the "n" of "rurs rn” the amount of letters in the
megillah - 12,196 - and you’ll get to a "r". Count again and you’ll reach a "s". Count the same amount again and you’ll see a
"f", and once more and you’ll hit the letter yud  - and there you have hfsrn. Truly wondrous!”
     Rabbi Greenwald continued, “That is not the end of the story. Many years ago, we hosted a very intelligent woman one
Shabbos. She was in a women’s seminary to learn more about Yiddishkeit and kept arguing with the Rabbanim and Moros there
about everything she learned. It was difficult on them, and they asked us to host her. After the seuda, she asked to speak with me
privately and she unloaded on me all of her personal questions. She told me that she didn’t believe that Torah was from Heaven
and that it’s unattainable. Suddenly, the incredible findings that Rav Weissmandl had taught me years earlier came to mind. I told
her about the holiday of Purim, and shared with her the hints to wr,xtu hfsrnw in the Torah. She listened quietly, then got up and
went to her room. In the morning, she came down with puffy eyes, looking totally exhausted. She said she had stayed up all night
working on her computer, as it was her field of work. It took her the entire night to figure out the mathematical equations and the
exact statistical percentages of what I had told her. “It’s simply impossible from a statistical standpoint!” she concluded.
    Years later, I attended a wedding. When I came down from the chuppah, I heard a woman calling my name. I turned
around but didn’t recognize the person who had called me. “I apologize,” I told her, “but you don’t look familiar.” 
    “Rabbi, I am the wr,xtu hfsrnw girl!” she exclaimed. “After what you told me, I changed my entire life! I now cover my hair,
my husband learns in kollel, and my children are attending wonderful yeshivos, Baruch Hashem!” (Binas HaMiddos)              
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 /// wvk icre ofn chreh hf ost(c-t)
llllyyyynnnn: Harry Houdini was a legendary magician in the early
20th century. (He was the son of Rabbi and Mrs. Mayer
Shmuel Weisz. Harry changed his name). During his career,
his stunts dazzled crowds across the globe, eventually
becoming a world sensation and legend that lives on today.
Actually, he was probably a better locksmith than anything
else. He had a standing challenge that he could get out of any
locked jail in 60 minutes, providing they would let him enter
in his regular street clothes and not watch him work.
    A little town in the British Isles wanted to attract tourists to
the town, so they decided to challenge the great Houdini.
They had just completed an escape-proof jail, and they
invited Houdini to come and see if he could break out.
      He accepted the challenge. He entered the jail in his street

 

clothes and after the locksmith locked the door with a loud
clang of steel, everybody left him alone to work. Houdini had
hidden a long flexible steel rod in his belt, which is what he
used to try to trip the lock. Houdini got to work but it seemed
a lot more trouble than usual. Keeping his ear close to the
lock, he worked for 30 minutes, 45 minutes, but nothing
worked. After about two hours, he was utterly exhausted. It
seemed he would fail this challenge, when suddenly, he
leaned against the door, and to his amazement, it fell open! It
turned out that someone by mistake forgot to lock the door!
The door was locked only in Houdini’s mind!
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Sefer Vayikrah is all about our service to Hashem; the
korbanos and many mitzvos. Sometimes, an act of service
seems challenging and a bit much, but the above story
demonstrates that sheer willpower can overcome any
challenge. It’s all in our mind! May we all merit this!

    Shmuel HaNavi relayed to Shaul HaMelech, Hashem’s
command for him to eradicate the nation of Amalek. Without
argument, Shaul mustered 210,000 soldiers and “advanced
as far as the city of Amalek ...” But we know that Amalek
had multiple locations where they dwelt, why does the Navi
make it seem as though the Amalekim lived in one city?
    R’ Hillel Leibshutz zt”l (Av Beis Din of Lublin) explains
that the Navi says that Shaul and his men reached the city
and settled in to wait in the wadi - "kjbc crhu". He explains
that the word "crhu" stems from the word "chr" - which means
to fight. The Torah teaches us, "ohrcs chr kg er" - meaning
that the only fight one should have, is through words and not
through violence. Chazal explain that this means that when

Klal Yisroel goes out to war they should first attempt to make
peace with their enemy through words, before resorting to
active warfare. Shaul understood this and although Hashem
gave him explicit instructions to eradicate Amalek, he
understood that Hashem wanted him to follow the Torah and
attempt to make peace with Amalek first.
   Thus, we can begin to understand that the Navi’s
specification of the words "kjbc crhu" and the words sg tchu"
"ekng rhg, was meant for us to understand the way Shaul first
settled his army in the wadi while he sent a peace party out to
“the city” to negotiate. While he was prepared to fight
Amalek “in the city,” he was also prepared to have his men
remain on the outskirts if a peace deal could be reached.
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